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Abstract 

This research paper is an analysis of the impact of globalization on the indigenous identity of the ethnic Tharu 

belonging to the Lakhimpur Kheri district in Uttar Pradesh, India. The Tharu community is rich in cultural 

heritage, traditional knowledge systems of living, and sustainable livelihood. Under the global economic, 

social, and cultural currents, this community is undergoing radical changes-it seems as if it were being swept 

away by a tide. The ethnographic observation, secondary literature review, and comparative analysis have 

been used to examine the ways globalization factors such as migration, exposure to digital media, education, 

urbanization, and economic restructuring affect traditional practices, social structures, and self-perceptions 

within the tribe. The paper thus examines the globalizing process as a doubled-edged sword. Signaling an 

eclipse of identity through the loss of languages, rituals, and trade-based livelihoods, globalization has also 

opened new windows for economic mobility, education, and cultural expression via digital platforms. 

Insights into adaptive strategies and resilience models that can be harnessed for the benefit of the Tharu 

community are provided by comparative perspectives from other indigenous communities in India (e.g., 

Gonds, Santhals) and global case studies (e.g., Māori, Sami). At the close of the study, forward-looking 

recommendations for cultural conservation, sustainable development, policy reform, and digital 

empowerment are made. The paper argues, in part, for inclusive governance, bilingual education, and 

technology-led community engagement in promoting identity resilience under global changes. This approach 

stresses the importance of indigenous agency. 
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1. Introduction 

Globalization has emerged as a powerful force reshaping societies and cultures worldwide, with indigenous 

communities experiencing profound impacts on their traditional ways of life. The Tharu tribe in Lakhimpur 

Kheri, Uttar Pradesh, India, is no exception to this global phenomenon. As globalization advances, it brings 

both opportunities and challenges to indigenous cultures, often leading to the erosion of languages, traditional 

practices, and cultural identities. The Tharu tribe, like many other indigenous groups, faces the dual challenge 

of preserving their rich cultural heritage while adapting to the rapidly changing global environment. 

The influence of globalization on indigenous communities is multifaceted, affecting various aspects of life, 

including art, culture, and social structures. For instance, the traditional art and cultural practices of Indian 

tribes are at risk of extinction due to the pervasive reach of globalization, which some view as a form of 

modern imperialism. This has created an existential crisis for indigenous communities, compelling them to 

adapt their traditional practices to survive in a competitive global landscape. Similarly, the Tharu tribe's 

cultural identity is under threat as they navigate the complexities of globalization, which has introduced new 

cultural dynamics and economic pressures. 

Despite these challenges, indigenous communities have demonstrated resilience and adaptability. Many have 

employed strategies such as cultural hybridization and leveraging technology to preserve their heritage while 

integrating modern influences. The Tharu tribe, for instance, continues to engage in traditional agricultural 

practices, although these are increasingly supplemented by modern techniques to enhance productivity and 

resilience against environmental changes. Moreover, the tribe's social structures and decision-making 

processes, particularly among women, reflect a blend of traditional and modern influences, highlighting the 

ongoing cultural exchange and adaptation. 

In conclusion, the impact of globalization on the Tharu tribe in Lakhimpur Kheri exemplifies the broader 

challenges faced by indigenous communities worldwide. While globalization poses significant threats to 

cultural identities, it also offers opportunities for cultural preservation and adaptation. Understanding and 

supporting the unique needs of indigenous communities like the Tharu is crucial to ensuring their cultural 

survival and thriving in a globalized world. As the world becomes a truly transformed global village where 

economies, cultures, and indigenous identities meet and collide, the indigenous communities face the task of 

sustaining their identity against an onslaught of external influences. From the perspective of the indigenous 

people who always maintained particularly localized socio-economic systems, The Tharus, the Indian tribal 

community of the Terai region, have long maintained a distinctive socio-cultural structure; globalization 

poses interference with their traditional way of life in recent years (Gupta, 2020; Sharma, 2021).  

Lakhimpur has a significant population of the Tharu in Uttar Pradesh. Globalization has brought both positive 

and negative changes through communication, market economy, urbanization, and other modern 

technological advances to their communities. Legal departures prescribed by globalization have enabled 

them to earn some dollar within the new economic setup and avail some modern infrastructure. On the other 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                          © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT25A4098 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org j298 
 

side, globalization has also brought about erosion of culture, environmental adversities, and dilution of 

indigenous identity (Singh & Verma, 2022). To this end, the paper critically analyses the impact of 

globalization on the Tharu tribe and their survival strategies for preserving their heritage. 

2. Research Objectives 

The study focuses on understanding the socio-political relationships between globalization and indigenous 

identity. The major objectives of the study are to: 

• Assess the socio-cultural and economic transformations the Tharu tribe has undergone due to 

globalization. 

• Examine the role of education, media, and technology in defining indigenous identity. 

• Assess the pressures faced by Tharu's community in its efforts to maintain its traditions. 

• Analyze the status of policy and community initiatives towards the same. 

3. Significance of the Study 

This study looks into the indigenous response to globalization, which is vital for policies that sustain culture. 

The Tharus as the study subject inform to understand the indigenous communities in counters to modern 

difficulties while trying to maintain their own identities. The struggles and adaptation strategies of these 

communities could therefore give inputs into sustainable development mechanisms that somehow reconcile 

modernity and cultural sustainability (Chakrabarty, 2019). 

4. Methodology 

It encompasses secondary research based on academic journals, government reports, and books as well as 

case studies. Literature on globalization, indigenous identity, and cultural transitions forms the base for 

understanding broader implications for the Tharu tribe. 

4.1 Understanding Globalization and Indigenous Identity 

Globalization refers to the process by which nations become more connected with each other by trade, 

technology, communication, and cultural exchanges. To some extent, it has aided economic development and 

has led to improved linkages, but at the same time, socio-cultural homogenization came into the picture and 

crushed indigenous traditions (Appadurai, 1996). The Tharu were but one of the many indigenous groups 

that had to adjust their lives to outside influences such as industrialization, tourism, and I.T. (Sen, 2017). 

Such linkages of culture, traditions, and land form the basis of indigenous identity. In general, such 

indigenous societies tend to uphold the traditional way of life against the tide of modernity, while most global 

market-oriented societies would have easily integrated indigenous traditions with new developments. Such 

conflicts often lead to identity crises, which see younger generations that may have cared for some aspects 

of these traditions drift away from them, engaging residue culture (Smith, 2006). 
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4.2 Theoretical Perspectives on Globalization and Indigenous Communities 

The following are a few theoretical bases on which the transformation of indigenous communities brought 

about by globalization can be interpreted: 

• Dependency Theory assumes that globalized economies will project dependence into the economies 

of indigenous peoples with the possibility that the economies of indigenous peoples will degenerate 

into being totally dependent on or will eventually lose the capacity for self-sufficiency (Frank, 1967). 

• From the perspective of Cultural Hybridization Theory, globalization brings something to new 

cultures and, on the other part, part of the process of cultural hybridity would also mean doing culture 

without losing their original traditions by indigenous peoples (Pieterse, 1994). 

• Postcolonial Theory frames globalization as a kind of catch-up exploitation from the colonial period, 

in which indigenous resources and their associated traditions are turned into commodities (Spivak, 

1988). 

5. The Tharu Tribe: A Socio-Cultural Overview 

Tharu is the oldest aboriginal group living in the Terai region across India and Nepal. Their self-sufficient 

mode of economic cultivation has kept the people away from outside influence in the past. But at present, 

the traditional life is completely altered with the changing economic systems and land policies (Mishra, 

2015). The communal lifestyle with strong ties of kinship is in the character of the Tharu community. Besides, 

village councils used to fulfill the role of decision-makers in traditional forms of governance. Their festivals, 

folk music, and dance forms reflect the identity of people. However, the urban culture is evolving, and these 

traditions are slowly disappearing (Kumar & Bhatt, 2019). Until now, the Tharu was traditionally practicing 

subsistence agriculture, fishing, and forest-based livelihoods. Still, deforestation, commercial farming, and 

land grabbing have made many of them give up their ancestral occupations and pursue wage labor (Jha 2021). 

Tharu people's religion has a blend of animism, Hinduism, and Buddhism. They have a very different 

language which is getting more and more influenced within Hindi and English leading to bad conditions 

among younger people in terms of their native proficiency in the Tharu language (Rai, 2018). 

6. Impact of Globalization on the Tharu Tribe in Lakhimpur Kheri 

The market-oriented economies have opened the gates for shifting jobs for many Tharu. Economically, such 

endeavors have improved their conditions, but at the same time have alienated them from traditional 

livelihoods causing their cultural dislocation (Patel, 2020). The traditional customs of the Tharu people have 

become feeble due to cultural assimilation through globalization. The younger generation is now adopting a 

more urbanized life, leading them to fall short of their traditional art forms, attire, and rituals (Sharma & 

Kumar, 2020). Digital media has played a dual role in shaping Tharu identity. While social media platforms 

have provided a space for cultural revival, increased exposure to mainstream content has also led to the 

dilution of traditional values (Sen, 2018). Modern education policies prioritize national and global curricula 
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over indigenous knowledge systems, leading to language loss and disinterest in traditional customs 

(Choudhury, 2021). Development projects of globalization have sequestered lands among the indigenous 

communities. For many of the Tharu people, there exists no agricultural land since they have lost it, and their 

livelihood becomes precarious (Das, 2019). 

7. Challenges and Resistance 

❖ Struggles for Cultural Preservation 

Even amid external forces, within the folds of time and place, some are striving hard to preserve their heritage 

in terms of cultural festivals and by reinventing storytelling traditions and local governance initiatives (Rai 

& Sharma, 2017). 

❖ Government Policies and Indigenous Rights 

The Forest Rights Act of India (2006) claims to provide ownership of land to indigenous communities, but 

implementation is feeble, thereby keeping land disputes on the rise (GOI, 2020). 

❖ Role of NGOs and Community Initiatives 

Promoting indigenous education and raising awareness for legal land rights are ways the Tharu heritage is 

preserved by various NGOs active in the field (Verma, 2019). 

8. Comparative Perspectives 

❖ Experiences of Other Indigenous Communities in India 

In addition to the Tharus, globalization has not a unique impact on indigenous identity. Many other 

indigenous communities across India have witnessed such changes, both in culture and socio-economics. 

• The Gond Tribe (Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, and Maharashtra): The Gonds have been 

subjected to cultural assimilation due to industrialization and urban migration. They have lost their traditional 

livelihoods based on forests, and thus have been forced to adopt modern wage labor, affecting their 

indigenous knowledge systems (Rao, 2018). Attempts by various NGOs and government agencies to promote 

indigenous crafts and also try to revamp their economic self-reliance have received support from many fronts, 

including the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India [TRIFED].  

• The Santhal Tribe (Jharkhand, West Bengal, Odisha, Bihar, and Assam): Santhals have faced 

globalization, which allowed for economic opportunities while at the same time eroding their culture. 

Globalization has opened access to education and employment, enhancing socio-economic mobility; 

however, the popularity of traditional Santhali art forms and music and dance has waned (Mitra, 2019). The 

introduction of Santhali as a subject in school and the establishment of digital archives would be considered 

a positive advancement for the preservation of culture. 

• The Khasi and Jaintia Tribes (Meghalaya): The tribes find that heat from urbanization and market 

integration is sometimes unfavorable to the matrilineal communities in their attempts to maintain and uphold 
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traditional governance systems as well as social customs. Nevertheless, local institutions such as the Khasi 

Hills Autonomous District Council have proven strong enough to retain some level of cultural resilience 

(Lyngdoh, 2020).  

These examples highlight that while globalization presents economic opportunities, indigenous communities 

across India continue to struggle with cultural dilution, loss of traditional occupations, and environmental 

threats. 

❖ Global Case Studies: Indigenous Responses to Globalization 

The impact of globalization on indigenous identity is felt globally with different communities adopting 

different strategies to cope with the challenges that it brings about.  

• The Māori (New Zealand): Here, globalization has been valorized for sustaining indigenous identity. 

Particularly with the resuscitation of the Māori language utilized in digital teaching platforms, supported by 

government policies governing Te Reo Māori education, and further strengthened with indigenous land rights 

recognition through the preservation of cultural heritage (Smith, 2017). 

• The Sami (Scandinavia): In Norway, Sweden, and Finland, the Sami people counteracted globalization 

with the Sami parliaments that protect indigenous rights and foster cultural autonomy. Digital storytelling 

and virtual museums became conduits for preserving Sami traditions despite external economic and cultural 

pressures (Kuokkanen, 2019).  

• Native American Tribes (United States and Canada): Native American tribes have witnessed economic 

transformations on a massive scale due to globalization. Yet they resist cultural extinction through tribal self-

governance, indigenous media, and fighting legal battles for land rights (Deloria, 2020).  

These global examples indicate that the resilience of indigenous peoples is predicated on the active strategies 

for cultural preservation, including good governance and supportive policymaking. 

9. Future Prospects and Recommendations 

❖ Strategies for Cultural Preservation 

To enhance the survival of indigenous identity against the challenges of globalization, it is necessary to 

carry out the following cultural preservation strategies: 

• Revival of Indigenous Art and Crafts: The fair-trade model and cultural tourism should promote 

Tharu handicrafts, folk music, and traditional attire with the support of public and private sectors 

(Sharma & Patel, 2021). 

• Indigenous Media and Digital Archives: There need to be mechanisms for the documentation and 

archival work of Tharu folklore, oral traditions, and language collaboratively by way of digital media, 

social media, and documentary filmmaking, helping sustain their cultural identity (Rai, 2022). 
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• Culture-Based Education: Local cultural institutions need to include Tharu history, language, and 

customs in the school curriculum to strengthen the cultural continuity of these traditions among 

younger generations (Kumar & Singh, 2021). 

❖ Policy Interventions and Sustainable Development 

A sustainable approach to indigenous development must include policy measures that balance economic 

growth with cultural protection: 

• Strengthening Indigenous Land Rights: Enforce the Forest Rights Act, 2006, for prevention of land 

dispossession and displacement (GOI, 2020). 

• Some Sustainable Tourism Initiatives: Sustainable ecotourism can serve the purpose of making the 

Tharu people economically viable and yet foster environmental and cultural conservation (Mishra, 

2019). 

• With Indigenous Health on Accesses: Integrate the traditional Tharu healing practices into the 

modern healthcare systems to conserve indigenous knowledge and promote wellness (Verma, 2020). 

 

❖ Empowerment through Education and Digital Inclusion 

Education and digital access are key drivers for indigenous empowerment in the modern era: 

• Bilingual Education Program: Schools ought to embrace a bilingual policy of administration, 

whereby indigenous languages like Tharu would be taught along with Hindi and English to conserve 

the linguistic heritage (Sen, 2021).   

• Skill Development in Digital Technology: Training in digital literacy, e-commerce, and 

entrepreneurship will enable Tharu youth to use globalization as an opportunity for economic self-

reliance while retaining their cultural roots (Choudhury, 2022).   

• Governance Representation: Increased political participation and policy advocacy for the Tharu 

community will help safeguard their rights and cultural autonomy (Patel & Jha, 2022). 

10. Conclusion 

Globalization presents complex realities for the Tharu tribe in Lakhimpur Kheri: between further economic 

development and cultural representation. Indeed, globalization has brought with itself some of the alternative 

avenues for everyone such as education and jobs, having been tied along threats of alienation from indigenous 

identity through cultural erosion, land alienation, and social transformation. Having this perspective of 

comparison along with other indigenous communities in India and the world, the main ingredients for 

indigenous identity conservation amidst fetter-bearish changes on the world scene is resilience and 

adaptability to change. Cultural revival programs, policy interventions, and digital inclusion are some 

strategies that could be employed to offset the downside of globalization. Future tribal developments depend 
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on well-framed government policies, along with input from NGOs and local community initiatives, in order 

to ensure the Tharu people hold on to their unique cultural heritage and get the benefits of modernization. 

Ultimately, the future of the indigenous identity in a globalized world will depend on those adopting sound 

balance: one that respects traditional knowledge and customs while integrating modern advancements for a 

sustainable development. By adopting such conscious efforts, in policy-making, developing quality 

education, and finally, sufficing the economics of empowerment, the indigenous community, the Tharu, can 

conveniently cross the transnational road without losing their rich cultural heritage. 
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