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Abstract: Marriage is not just the union of two bodies, but the blending of two souls destined to walk together 

through time.Hindu marriage, once an indissoluble sacrament, now stands at the crossroads of tradition and 

modernity. 

Marriage, in its purest essence, is a profound union of two souls, deeply rooted in trust, companionship, and 

lifelong commitment. In Hindu philosophy, marriage transcended the idea of a mere contract, embodying the 

principles of Dharma and divine harmony. Guided by sacred scriptures, it was viewed as an enduring journey 

of patience, sacrifice, and unwavering trust, where the concept of divorce was almost alien. However, time, 

colonial influence, and societal reforms began to reshape this revered institution. The landmark Hindu 

Marriage Act of 1955 introduced legal recognition to divorce, alimony, and maintenance, offering relief 

from oppressive unions but simultaneously diluting the sacrosanct nature of the marital bond. Today, Hindu 

marriage navigates a challenging landscape where love is often overshadowed by legal battles, ego clashes, 

and shifting priorities. While globalisation and evolving gender roles empower individuals, they also strain 

traditional expectations. Social media further fuels infidelity and unrealistic ideals, leading to fragile 

alliances. The transformation from sacred vow to a dissolvable contract prompts critical reflection: have legal 

reforms advanced justice or weakened the essence of marital unity? This exploration seeks to understand the 

dynamic evolution of Hindu marriage and its relevance in contemporary society. 

 

Index Terms - Hindu Marriage, Dharma, Divorce, Legal Reform, contract, Dharma, Sacrament 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 

 

 It began not as a contract, but as a cosmic promise — a union sanctified by fire and witnessed by the 

divine. 

Hindu marriage, known as Vivaha, has traditionally been viewed as a sacred and eternal bond, deeply rooted 

in religious texts such as the Vedas and Dharmashastras. It is not merely a union but regarded as a divine 

duty (Dharma), with divorce seen as unthinkable. Women, adhering to Pativrata Dharma, were expected to 

embody loyalty, sacrifice, and unwavering devotion to their husbands. However, societal changes, legal 

reforms, and evolving gender dynamics have transformed marriage from a sacred vow into a legally regulated 

institution. 

The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, marked a significant turning point by introducing provisions for divorce, 

alimony, and legal protections. This legislation redefined marriage from a lifelong religious duty to a 

dissolvable partnership based on mutual consent. While these reforms have empowered individuals, they 

have also challenged the traditional notion of marital permanence. Judicial interpretations have expanded 
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rights, shifting the understanding of marriage to a partnership of equals rather than a patriarchal obligation. 

Despite these advancements, the evolution of marriage has also brought new challenges. Rising divorce rates, 

disputes over alimony, the influence of social media, and changing gender roles have restructured modern 

Hindu marriage. Financial independence has altered power dynamics, while issues such as infidelity, digital 

interactions, and evolving expectations have complicated relationships, often leading to legal disputes rather 

than lifelong commitments. 

II.  RESEARCH QUESTIONS 

1. How has the evolution of Hindu marriage from a sacred duty (Dharma) to a legal contract reshaped the 

rights and responsibilities of spouses? 

2. How do modern societal changes, including globalization and digital technology, challenge traditional 

Hindu marriage norms and legal frameworks? 

3. How has the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 influenced gender equality and individual rights in marriage 

and divorce? 

4. What are the legal, ethical, and cultural implications of recognizing marital abuse (including 

psychological abuse and marital rape) as grounds for divorce under Hindu law? 

 

III.RESEARCH OBJECTIVES 

 To explore the historical and religious significance of Hindu marriage 

 To examine the impact of legal reforms, particularly the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 

 To understand the role of gender dynamics and changing societal expectations 

 To assess the influence of modern factors such as social media and globalization 

 To critically evaluate whether legal reforms have strengthened or weakened the institution of Hindu 

marriage. 

 

IV.  STATEMENT OF RESEARCH PROBLEM 

Hindu marriage has long been seen as a sacred and unbreakable institution with roots in religious traditions 

and cultural ideals.  It represented responsibilities, sacrifices, and enduring friendship, all guided by old texts 

and social norms.  Traditionally, marriage was regarded as a spiritual journey rather than a legal agreement, 

and divorce was unimaginable.  The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955, on the other hand, brought about important 

legal changes that redefined marriage relationships inside the legal framework by introducing equality, 

maintenance, and divorce rights. 

       The traditional values of Hindu marriage have been called into question by this legal change, as well as 

by shifting gender roles, growing financial independence, the influence of social media, and shifting social 

norms.  The sanctity and longevity of this once-unchangeable institution are called into question by the rising 

frequency of marital conflicts, dissolutions, and court cases. 

       Notwithstanding the modifications, there is a dearth of comprehensive study that links historical, legal, 

and social shifts in order to evaluate critically whether these reforms have strengthened individual liberties 

or compromised the fundamental principles of marriage.  By examining the delicate balance between 

tradition and modernity in modern Hindu weddings, this study seeks to close that gap. 

  

V. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

This research employs a doctrinal methodology to analyse and understand the complex interplay between 

the sacred traditions and the evolving legal, social, and cultural dynamics of Hindu marriage. The findings 

of this study technique focused on analysing qualitative information that came through a range of sources of 

information, such as texts, papers, court decisions, web pages, and legal journals. Databases available on the 

internet including JSTOR, Heinz Online, and SCC Online were used to compile these sources of information. 

By including the thoughts and perspectives of other scholars and sociologists, the sources provided a more 

comprehensive view. This all-encompassing strategy made it possible to analyse the topic matter more 

thoroughly and identify any fundamental difficulties or flaws. The research was capable of helping to 

increase the reader's understanding of what was chosen and reach more solid recommendations by utilizing 

this methodology.  

      For that reason, doctrinal study is the best method for researching. 
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VI.  LITERATURE REVIEW 

The literature on Hindu marriage reveals its evolution under the influence of religion, law, and social change. 

Nilakshi Sengupta  highlights the sacred Vedic roots of marriage but tends to overlook patriarchal norms and 

regional diversities. Mayne and Paras Diwan describe Hindu marriage as both a sacrament and contract, but 

they fall short of addressing the tensions between tradition and modern legal realities, especially society's 

reluctance to accept the dissolubility of marriage. 

M.N. Srinivas notes how urbanization and women's education promote individual choice, yet traditional 

pressures of caste and family control still dominate rural areas. Flavia Agnes, offering a feminist legal 

view, stresses the importance of legal reforms empowering women, though she acknowledges that cultural 

barriers continue to obstruct full justice. 

Together, these scholars offer layered insights into Hindu marriage, showing its deep emotional and social 

complexities, and the ongoing need for empathy and reform in navigating its challenges today. 

 

VII. THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

      In traditional Hindu philosophy, dharma — often translated as righteousness, duty, or moral law — is 

the bedrock of individual and social life. In ancient times, marriage was not seen as a private contract but as 

a sacred duty essential for fulfilling one’s dharma. It was believed to promote personal growth, religious 

merit, and maintain cosmic and social order. Texts like the Manusmriti defined clear roles: the husband as 

protector and provider, the wife as nurturer and guardian of family dharma. Together, they performed rituals, 

upheld moral values, and raised children to continue the lineage. Thus, marriage went beyond personal 

desires, grounding itself in spiritual and social responsibilities. 

     The Sanskara Aspect: 
     In Hindu tradition, marriage is not just a social contract but a sacred sanskara, marking the shift from 

student life (brahmacharya) to householder (grihastha). As one of the sixteen key sacraments, it holds deep 

spiritual meaning, allowing individuals to fulfil worldly duties while following spiritual paths. The ritual of 

vivaha, with Vedic chants, havan, and the saptapadi (seven steps), represents a lifelong commitment. 

Through this, couples vow to support each other in pursuing dharma, artha, kama, and moksha, making 

marriage a divine, unbreakable bond beyond just a personal relationship. 

      Purpose of Marriage: 

The traditional objectives of Hindu marriage are deeply intertwined with religious and social imperatives. 

Ancient texts delineate three primary purposes: 

 Procreation (Praja Utpatti): Procreation was central to sustaining family lineage (gotra) and ensuring the 

continuation of religious duties across generations. Sons, in particular, were valued for performing ancestral 

rites (shraddha) to ensure the salvation of forebears. 

 

Fulfilment of Dharma: Marriage was essential for carrying out household rituals and obligations prescribed 

by dharma. A householder was expected to support not only their family but also contribute to the welfare 

of society through acts of charity and hospitality. 

Rati (Conjugal Enjoyment): While spiritual and societal objectives predominated, Hindu tradition did not 

deny the place of legitimate sexual pleasure (kama) within the confines of marriage. Texts like the 

Kamasutra elaborated on the importance of mutual satisfaction, recognizing it as part of a harmonious 

marital life. 

These purposes underscore that Hindu marriage was perceived as a holistic institution — balancing spiritual, 

societal, and physical dimensions. 

Absence of Divorce: 

In traditional Hindu law, the concept of divorce was virtually non-existent. Marriage was seen as a 

permanent, unbreakable bond sanctioned by religious rites, and no formal legal mechanisms existed for its 

dissolution. The patriarchal structure of society further reinforced this permanence. If marital discord arose, 

it was typically managed through informal community mediation by elders or caste councils (panchayats), 

rather than legal recourse. In many cases, societal pressure, stigma, and fear of dishonor compelled especially 

women to endure unhappy marriages. The Smritis and customary laws reinforced the view that a virtuous 

woman (pativrata) must remain devoted to her husband regardless of his conduct, thereby sustaining the 

family and upholding societal expectations. 
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Sources of Traditional Law:  


The foundations of Hindu matrimonial concepts are deeply embedded in ancient religious texts, notably the 

Shruti (Vedas) and Smriti (secondary scriptures like the Manusmriti, Yajnavalkya Smriti, and Narada 

Smriti). The Shruti provided the ritualistic sanctity of marriage, while the Smriti texts offered detailed 

guidelines on the duties of spouses, inheritance laws, and familial roles. Commentaries by classical jurists 

such as Medhatithi and Vijnaneshwara (author of the Mitakshara commentary) further shaped the 

interpretation of marital norms. Additionally, customary practices, varying by region and community, played 

a critical role in defining the lived experience of marriage. These sources collectively enshrined the 

understanding of marriage as a sacred, lifelong institution aimed at preserving social harmony and fulfilling 

cosmic order. 

 

VIII. EVOLUTION AND MODERNIZATION OF HINDU MARRIAGE LAWS 

The Hindu Marriage Act of 1955: A Defining Milestone 

The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, was a turning point in Hindu personal law, unifying diverse customs under 

a clear legal framework. It recognized marriage as both a sacred union and a legal contract, balancing 

tradition with modern rights and obligations. By blending cultural values with evolving ideals of justice, 

dignity, and individual liberty, the Act ensured that age-old practices kept pace with changing societal needs. 

Legalization of Divorce: A Radical Departure from Tradition 

One of the most transformative changes in the Hindu Marriage Act was the legalization of divorce, breaking 

away from the old belief that marriage was indissoluble. This step recognized that not all marriages survive, 

giving individuals facing unbearable relationships a chance to reclaim their lives. Beyond just law, it reflected 

society’s maturity in valuing personal happiness over rigid traditions. 

Gender Equality and the Assertion of Individual Rights 

The 1955 legislation was also deeply rooted in the post-independence constitutional ethos of India, which 

promised equality and dignity for all citizens. By affording both spouses — irrespective of gender — the 

right to seek divorce, claim maintenance, and participate in decisions concerning children, the law challenged 

entrenched patriarchal norms. This was a pivotal step in empowering women, who had historically been 

subordinated within the institution of marriage. The Act gave women the legal recognition to assert their 

agency and stand on equal footing with their male counterparts. These legal provisions did not merely exist 

on paper; they sparked a gradual but undeniable transformation in societal attitudes toward gender roles 

within marriage and family life. 

Social Changes: Catalysts for Legal Reform 

The Hindu Marriage Act’s most transformative change was the legalization of divorce, breaking from the 

old belief that marriage was indissoluble. By recognizing divorce, the Act showed a bold shift towards 

individual freedom and compassion, allowing those in unhappy marriages to rebuild their lives. More than 

a legal step, it marked society’s acceptance that personal well-being matters more than rigid traditions. 

 

 

IX. THE SEEDS OF CHANGE AND THE INTRODUCTION OF LEGAL FRAMEWORKS 

Social Reform Movements: Awakening of Conscience 

The transformation of Hindu marriage laws in India began with the social reform movements of the 19th and 

early 20th centuries. Reformers like Raja Ram Mohan Roy, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, and Pandita 

Ramabai fought against oppressive practices such as Sati, child marriage, and the ban on widow remarriage. 

Groups like the Brahmo Samaj and Arya Samaj promoted women’s education, individual rights, and 

redefined marriage as a partnership. Their efforts created public awareness and laid the groundwork for legal 

reforms, leading to landmark laws like the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955. 

Influence of British Rule: Laying the Foundations of a Formal Legal System 

Under British colonial rule, despite their initial policy of non-interference in personal laws, the seeds of a 

formal legal system were sown. The British maintained customary practices to avoid political unrest, 

allowing many discriminatory traditions to continue. However, as Western ideals of liberty and justice began 

influencing Indian society, reformers grew increasingly vocal. The establishment of modern courts during 

this time provided a platform for challenging outdated customs. While the British hesitated, growing pressure 

from Indian intellectuals and exposure to global human rights ideas gradually prepared the ground for 

statutory interventions in personal law. 
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Early Legislative Attempts: The First Steps Towards Reform 

The journey toward reform began with early laws like the Hindu Widows' Remarriage Act of 1856, led by 

Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, which legalized widow remarriage. The Age of Consent Act of 1891 raised the 

consent age for girls, while the Child Marriage Restraint Act of 1929 (Sarda Act) further increased it, showing 

the legislature’s growing willingness to challenge social evils. Though limited, these laws paved the way for 

larger reforms, with the 1940s Hindu Law Reform Committee, under Sir B.N. Rau, accelerating momentum 

for post-independence changes.  

 

 

X. THE LANDMARK LEGISLATION: THE HINDU MARRIAGE ACT, 1955:  

After India gained independence, there was an urgent need to unify personal laws across diverse Hindu 

communities as part of the nation-building process. The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, emerged from this 

effort to codify Hindu law, which until then was fragmented and based on conflicting customs and ancient 

texts. This complexity created confusion in legal matters. Inspired by social reform movements that 

advocated for gender equality and fought against practices like child marriage, polygamy, and the 

oppression of women, the Act aimed to modernize Hindu personal law. It was a crucial step towards 

secularization and aligning personal laws with constitutional values of equality and individual rights. 

The main objectives of the Act were to codify marriage laws, establish monogamy as a legal requirement, 

and most importantly, introduce divorce as a legal remedy — a major departure from the traditional view of 

marriage as indissoluble. It also provided for judicial separation and restitution of conjugal rights, giving 

couples legal tools to address marital disputes. 

Under Section 13, the Act initially laid down fault-based grounds for divorce, such as adultery, cruelty, 

desertion, conversion to another religion, unsoundness of mind, incurable leprosy, venereal diseases, 

and presumption of death. Special provisions were made for women under Section 13(2), recognizing their 

historical disadvantages. Women could seek divorce if their husband had another wife, was guilty of rape 

or sodomy, had failed to comply with a maintenance order, or if the marriage happened before the age of 

fifteen and was repudiated before eighteen. 

The introduction of mutual consent divorce under Section 13B marked a progressive change, allowing 

couples to part ways amicably without blaming each other. This required a joint petition, a period of living 

separately, and a second motion to confirm their decision after reflection. 

Over time, amendments to the Act expanded the scope of divorce grounds and adapted the law to keep pace 

with social evolution, ensuring that it continued to serve the needs of a changing society. 

 

 

XI. THE "LEGAL BATTLE": THE ROLE OF DIVORCE COURTS 

The Rise of Matrimonial Litigation 

There has been a noticeable rise in divorce cases in India, especially within Hindu society, post the Hindu 

Marriage Act, 1955. Factors like changing social norms, greater emphasis on individual autonomy, women’s 

empowerment, reduced stigma around divorce, and increased legal awareness have contributed to this trend. 

The breakdown of joint families and urbanization have also led to couples relying more on courts for dispute 

resolution. 

The Legal Process 

The process begins with filing a divorce petition stating grounds for divorce, followed by serving notice to 

the other party. The respondent can accept or contest. Courts often encourage reconciliation through 

mediation. If unresolved, both parties present evidence, and the court conducts a trial before delivering 

judgment. Mutual consent divorce requires a joint petition, a waiting period (usually 6 months), and final 

approval. Appeals to higher courts are also possible. 

Challenges and Issues 

 Fault-based vs. No-fault Divorce: Fault-based divorces require proving wrongdoing, which can 

prolong disputes. No-fault divorce (irretrievable breakdown) focuses on ending the marriage without blame 

but is still debated in India. 

 Maintenance and Alimony: Laws like Section 24 ensure financial support for a spouse, but 

enforcement and fairness remain concerns. 

 Child Custody and Welfare: Courts prioritize the child’s best interests, balancing parental rights 

and responsibilities. 
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 Delay and Pendency of Cases: Matrimonial cases often face long delays due to the slow judicial 

process. 

 Potential Misuse of Laws: There are concerns about misuse of legal provisions for personal gain or 

harassment. 

 Role of Courts in Interpreting the Law: Courts have played a key role in shaping divorce law 

through landmark judgments, ensuring evolving interpretations to meet societal needs. 

 

 

XII. THE ONGOING EVOLUTION AND CONTEMPORARY CHALLENGES 

Changing Social Norms: 

Contemporary Hindu marriage and divorce are deeply influenced by growing individualism, women's 

empowerment, and shifting family structures. As women gain education and financial independence, they 

are more empowered to make personal choices, including exiting unhappy marriages. Additionally, the 

decline of joint families and rise of nuclear setups place greater emphasis on personal compatibility, 

reshaping marital expectations. 

Emerging Issues: 

New challenges include the legal status of live-in relationships, debates around recognizing marital rape as 

a ground for divorce, and how technology - including social media and dating apps -  impacts marital stability, 

often contributing to misunderstandings and infidelity claims. 

The Tension Between Tradition and Modernity: 

There is an ongoing struggle between viewing marriage as a sacred, lifelong bond versus accepting the legal 

provision for divorce as a means of personal freedom. While the law modernizes, societal attitudes often 

remain conservative, leading to social dilemmas. 

Alternative Dispute Resolution: 

Mediation and conciliation are increasingly encouraged to settle matrimonial disputes amicably. These 

methods aim to reduce the emotional and financial burden of litigation, offering couples a less adversarial 

path to resolution.  

 

 

XIII. FROM DHARMA TO CONTRACT: THE CHANGING RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

OF SPOUSES 

Q1. How has the evolution of Hindu marriage from a sacred duty (Dharma) to a legal contract 

reshaped the rights and responsibilities of spouses? 
Historically, Hindu marriage was considered an inseparable sacrament, where the role of spouses was strictly 

defined: the husband as the provider and protector, and the wife as the obedient companion. The concept of 

individual rights had little place in this framework. 

However, with the codification of Hindu law, particularly the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, marriage gained 

the status of a legally enforceable contract. Today, spouses enjoy clearly defined rights and duties, 

including: 

Right to maintenance: Section 24 and 25 of the Act provide for maintenance during and after litigation. 

Right to divorce: Spouses can now seek divorce on various grounds like cruelty, adultery, and desertion. 

Right to equality: Post-independence laws have given women greater property rights and autonomy within 

marriage. 

Case Law: 

 T. Sareetha v. Venkata Subbaiah (1983): The Andhra Pradesh High Court recognized that "marriage 

does not mean surrender of autonomy." 

 Vimla v. Veeraswamy (1991): Maintenance rights were upheld even if the woman is capable of 

earning, reflecting gender-sensitive interpretation. 

Issue Identified: Despite legal provisions, societal stigma and lack of awareness still limit women’s ability 

to claim these rights fully. 

Suggested Solution: Enhanced legal literacy and social sensitization programs can empower individuals to 

exercise their marital rights effectively. 
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XIV. MODERN SOCIETAL CHANGES: GLOBALIZATION, TECHNOLOGY, AND 

TRADITIONAL NORMS 

Q2. How do modern societal changes, including globalization and digital technology, challenge 

traditional Hindu marriage norms and legal frameworks? 
Globalization and digital advancements have reshaped human relationships. With increased mobility, 

intercultural exchanges, and the rise of digital platforms, marriages today often transcend traditional 

boundaries. 

Changing Expectations: Traditional joint families are giving way to nuclear setups. Marital expectations 

are evolving from sacrificial duty to companionship and partnership. 

Online Marriages & Disputes: Technology has facilitated matchmaking but has also led to an increase in 

cases of fraud and "catfishing," complicating legal recognition of marital status. 

Cross-cultural Marriages: Globalization has led to a rise in interfaith and inter-caste marriages, often 

resisted by orthodox communities. 

Case Law: 

 Shafin Jahan v. Asokan K.M. (2018): Supreme Court upheld the right to marry a person of one's 

choice as part of Article 21 (Right to Life and Personal Liberty). 

Issue Identified: The legal framework sometimes lags behind these societal changes, especially concerning 

cyber abuse in marriages and cross-border matrimonial disputes. 

Suggested Solution: 

Update personal laws to recognize cyber abuses (like cyberstalking by spouses). & Establish fast-track courts 

for NRI matrimonial disputes. Also Promote acceptance of diverse marriage patterns through legal reforms 

and awareness campaigns. 

 

Q3. How has the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955 influenced gender equality and individual rights in 

marriage and divorce? 
The Hindu Marriage Act, 1955, was a landmark moment in the evolution of Hindu personal law. For the first 

time, it codified: 

Conditions for a valid marriage (monogamy, consent, minimum age). 

Provision for divorce on specific grounds. 

Rights to maintenance and alimony. 

Judicial separation and annulment. 
The Act also played a transformative role in promoting gender equality: 

By recognizing a woman's right to divorce, it broke the age-old norm of indissolubility. 

Maintenance rights have been secured for both men and women. 

Mutual consent divorce (added by Amendment in 1976) offers a progressive exit from failed marriages. 

Case Law: 

 Danamma v. Amar (2018): Supreme Court ruled that daughters have equal coparcenary rights in 

ancestral property. 

 Lily Thomas v. Union of India (2000): Validated Section 17 of the Hindu Marriage Act prohibiting 

bigamy. 

 

Issue Identified: Despite progressive laws, implementation gaps and social conditioning continue to 

obstruct true gender parity. 

Suggested Solution: 

Mandatory premarital counseling about rights and duties, Special courts dedicated to family matters to ensure 

speedy justice & Legal aid centers for women in rural areas. 
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XV. RECOGNIZING MARITAL ABUSE: LEGAL, ETHICAL, AND CULTURAL 

IMPLICATIONS 

Q4. What are the legal, ethical, and cultural implications of recognizing marital abuse (including 

psychological abuse and marital rape) as grounds for divorce under Hindu law? 
One of the most contentious issues in Hindu marriage laws is the recognition of marital abuse: 

Legal Gap: Currently, while cruelty (including mental cruelty) is recognized as a ground for divorce under 

Section 13(1)(ia) of the Hindu Marriage Act, marital rape is not explicitly criminalized in India. 

Ethical Dilemma: The doctrine of "implied consent" within marriage has historically negated the possibility 

of recognizing rape within marriage. 

Cultural Taboo: Reporting abuse within marriage is often seen as a taboo, as it is perceived to "dishonor" 

the family. 

Case Law: 

 V. Bhagat v. D. Bhagat (1994): Recognized mental cruelty as a valid ground for divorce. 

 Independent Thought v. Union of India (2017): Supreme Court read down Exception 2 to Section 375 

of IPC, partially recognizing marital rape concerning minor wives. 

Issue Identified: Absence of explicit laws criminalizing marital rape under Hindu law. 

Suggested Solution: 

Amend Section 375 IPC to recognize marital rape irrespective of age, include psychological abuse explicitly 

under matrimonial laws & launch societal sensitization campaigns to remove stigma around reporting spousal 

abuse. 

 

 

CONCLUSION: - 

The story of Hindu marriage law is not merely a tale of statutes and amendments — it is a living narrative of 

India’s journey from the shadows of rigid orthodoxy to the light of progressive justice. It reminds us that 

while traditions root us, they must not chain us. Laws, like societies, must evolve, breathing life into age-old 

customs while embracing the winds of change. 

         As India strides confidently into the future, our legal frameworks must be bold enough to confront 

uncomfortable realities, yet wise enough to honour the values of compassion and respect. Recognizing 

marital rape, addressing cyber and transnational marital disputes, and reinforcing the pillars of autonomy and 

consent are not just legal necessities — they are moral imperatives. 

Let the evolution of Hindu marriage law stand as a testament to our collective will: to build a society where 

marriage is not merely a ritual of union but a partnership of equals, where dignity and justice are woven into 

every sacred thread. The path ahead is clear — we must walk it with courage, empathy, and unwavering 

commitment to justice. 
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