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Abstract 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar's Annihilation of Caste stands as a landmark text in Indian socio-political 

discourse. This paper examines the seminal work, focusing on Ambedkar's scathing critique of Hindu 

orthodoxy and the caste system. The analysis explores his arguments advocating for equality, liberty, and 

fraternity as essential components of democracy. It delves into the broader implications of the text on India's 

constitutional framework and its contemporary relevance in dismantling caste-based oppression. 

1. Introduction 

Dr. B.R. Ambedkar (1891–1956), widely recognized as the architect of the Indian Constitution, was 

also a philosopher, economist, and social reformer. His lifelong struggle to eradicate caste-based 

discrimination positioned him as a radical thinker whose ideas continue to resonate in modern India. Among 

his numerous contributions, Annihilation of Caste, written in 1936, is a critical work that underscores his 

socio-political philosophy. 

Originally prepared as a speech for the Jat-Pat Todak Mandal, a reformist Hindu organization, the text was 

rejected for its uncompromising critique of Hinduism. Undeterred, Ambedkar self-published the speech, 

which has since become a cornerstone of Dalit intellectual thought. Through this text, Ambedkar argued for 

the dismantling of the caste system as a precondition for democracy and social justice. 
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2. Examination of Ambedkar’s Seminal Text, Annihilation of Caste 

2.1- Historical Context of the Text- 

To understand the significance of Annihilation of Caste, one must situate it within the broader socio-

political milieu of the 1930s: 

2.2 Rise of Caste-Based Reform Movements:  

The Arya Samaj and Brahmo Samaj sought to reform Hinduism, but their efforts often stopped short 

of challenging the caste structure's core tenets. For instance, Arya Samaj’s push for shuddhi (reconversion) 

was more about numerical strength than addressing systemic inequalities. 

2.3 Contradictions within the Independence Movement:  

While the Indian National Congress sought political freedom, it remained largely silent on caste 

issues. Ambedkar criticized leaders like Gandhi for their reluctance to tackle caste head-on, which he saw as a 

compromise with social justice. 

2.4. The interwar period in India was marked by a growing awareness of social reform, driven by the 

independence movement. However, caste-based discrimination remained deeply entrenched. Reformist 

groups like the Arya Samaj and the Jat-Pat Todak Mandal sought to address caste issues but were often 

reluctant to challenge the religious doctrines underpinning caste. 

2.5. Ambedkar’s Annihilation of Caste was an invitation to rethink the foundations of Hindu society. In the 

text, he rejected cosmetic reforms, arguing that only a radical overhaul of the social order could ensure justice. 

His insistence on questioning the authority of religious texts like the Vedas and Manusmriti made his views 

unpalatable to the conservative leadership of the Jat-Pat Todak Mandal. 

3. Structure and Content 

Annihilation of Caste is divided into three main parts: 

1) Critique of the Caste System: Ambedkar describes caste as a system of graded inequality that denies basic 

human dignity. 

2) Ambedkar called caste “anti-national” because it fragmented society. , It fosters a lack of common 

consciousness, undermining unity essential for nation-building. Caste perpetuates economic stagnation by 

restricting occupational mobility. 

3) Rejection of Scriptural Authority: He calls for discarding Hindu scriptures that institutionalize caste-

based discrimination. He proposed discarding religious texts that perpetuate inequality, a stance that drew 

fierce criticism from orthodox Hindus. 

4) Call for Radical Social Change: Ambedkar advocates for a new moral order rooted in equality, liberty, 

and fraternity. Ambedkar saw reforms like education and inter-caste dining as superficial. Instead, he 

demanded structural change. Abolition of caste requires rejecting its religious and social foundations, 

Social change must prioritize the moral and psychological transformation of individuals. 

Through these sections, Ambedkar employs rationality, historical analysis, and moral philosophy to build a 

compelling argument against caste. 
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4 .Philosophical Foundations 

Ambedkar's critique was shaped by: 

 Rationalism: He rejected the notion that tradition or divine will could justify caste 

 .Humanism: He emphasized the inherent dignity and worth of every individual. 

 Liberal Philosophy: Influenced by thinkers like John Stuart Mill, Ambedkar emphasized individual 

liberty as foundational to democracy. 

 Buddhist Ethics: His later conversion to Buddhism reflected his belief in compassion and equality as 

moral imperatives.The principles of compassion and equality in Buddhism influenced his vision of a 

just society. 

 Empiricism: Ambedkar relied on historical and sociological evidence to refute caste apologists. For 

instance, he cited instances of Dalit oppression to demonstrate caste's inhumanity. 

5. Critique of Hindu Orthodoxy and Caste-Based Hierarchy 

5.1. Theological Foundations of Caste 

Ambedkar identified the religious underpinnings of caste as the root cause of its persistence. He 

argued that: 

• Hindu scriptures like the Manusmriti explicitly codify caste hierarchies. Ambedkar burned copies of the 

Manusmriti in 1927 as an act of protest. He described it as a text that "codified social degradation and moral 

subjugation." 

• Concepts such as karma and dharma are manipulated to justify social inequality. Doctrine of Karma: He 

critiqued how the doctrine of karma justified suffering as a consequence of past actions, legitimizing caste 

inequality as divinely ordained. 

• The priestly class (Brahmins) monopolizes religious authority, perpetuating social stratification. 

Ambedkar’s critique extended beyond the texts to the social practices and institutions that enforce caste. He 

questioned how a religion that dehumanizes a significant portion of society could claim moral legitimacy. 

5.2. Ambedkar vs. Gandhi: Divergence on Caste 

Ambedkar’s critique of Hindu orthodoxy often brought him into conflict with Mahatma Gandhi, 

whose views on caste were more moderate. While Gandhi opposed untouchability, he sought to preserve the 

varna system as a harmonious division of labor. Ambedkar rejected this approach, arguing that, The varna 

system is inherently oppressive and inseparable from caste. Gandhi’s romanticization of rural life ignored the 

structural violence of caste. 

Ambedkar accused Gandhi and other reformists of preserving the status quo under the guise of incremental 

change. 
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5.3. Caste as a System of Graded Inequality 

Ambedkar described caste as a unique form of social stratification, Unlike class, caste is hereditary, 

rigid, and pervasive in all aspects of life. The hierarchical nature of caste means even the so-called higher 

castes are trapped in a system of inequality. This "graded inequality" prevents solidarity among the oppressed, 

weakening collective resistance. By framing caste as a social and economic issue, Ambedkar moved beyond 

the moral and cultural arguments of earlier reformers. 

6 . Advocacy for Equality and Fraternity as a Precondition for Democracy 

6.1. Social Democracy: The Missing Link 

For Ambedkar, democracy was not merely a form of government but a way of life. He argued that, 

Political democracy cannot succeed without social democracy. Social democracy requires liberty, equality, 

and fraternity as its foundation. He critiqued Indian society for being deeply undemocratic despite adopting 

democratic institutions. Caste, he argued, was incompatible with the ideals of democracy. 

6.2. Fraternity: The Ethical Core of Democracy 

Ambedkar emphasized fraternity as the antidote to caste-based divisions. He envisioned fraternity as, 

A sense of common brotherhood transcending caste and creed. A moral principle that fosters solidarity and 

cooperation in a diverse society. 

6.3. Liberty and Individual Dignity 

Ambedkar rejected the collectivism inherent in caste, which denies individuals the freedom to define 

their identities. He argued that True liberty involves the right to make personal choices without social 

constraints. Individual dignity must be upheld to ensure justice and equality. 

6.4. Equality as a Democratic Imperative 

Ambedkar’s conception of equality was radical in its scope, He rejected the notion of "separate but 

equal," advocating for absolute equality in rights and opportunities. He viewed caste as a form of inequality 

that systematically denies certain groups access to resources, education, and social mobility. 

7 Implications for Indian Democracy 

7.1. Constitutional Safeguards 

Ambedkar’s role in drafting the Indian Constitution was profoundly shaped by his ideas in 

Annihilation of Caste. Key provisions include, Prohibition of untouchability under Article 17. Affirmative 

action for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. Fundamental Rights guaranteeing equality, freedom, and 

protection against discrimination. 

7.2. Challenges in Implementation 

Despite these safeguards, caste discrimination persists in various forms, including, Socio-economic 

disparities. Violence against Dalits. Discrimination in education, employment, and access to resources. 
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7.3. Contemporary Relevance 

Movements such as Dalit rights advocacy and anti-caste activism draw heavily on Ambedkar’s vision. 

His emphasis on education, economic empowerment, and political representation continues to inspire 

marginalized communities. 

 

8 . Conclusion 

Annihilation of Caste is more than a critique of a social evil; it is a manifesto for a new social order. 

Ambedkar’s fearless critique of Hindu orthodoxy and his demand for radical reform remain as relevant today 

as they were in 1936. His advocacy for liberty, equality, and fraternity challenges not only caste-based 

oppression but all forms of systemic inequality. 

As India grapples with the unfinished project of social justice, Ambedkar’s vision serves as both a guide and a 

reminder of the moral and political urgency to eradicate caste. His work is a clarion call for building a society 

where democracy is not just a political arrangement but a lived reality for all. 
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