www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE
RESEARCH THOUGHTS (1JCRT)
An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Tracing The Journey Of Jharkhand’s Political
Landscape And Governance Challenges

The Struggle for Jharkhand: A Historical Perspective

Akshat Aviral
Student

Amity Institute of Social Sciences

1. Colonial and Post-Colonial Movements

The demand for a separate Jharkhand state has deep historical roots, dating back to the colonial era, when
British policies disrupted traditional tribal societies and their landholding patterns. The tribal communities
of the Chota-Nagpur plateau, including the Munda, Santhal, Oraon, and Ho tribes, had long maintained a
distinct socio-economic and cultural identity. However, British colonial policies altered their way of life,
leading to land dispossession, economic exploitation, and social marginalization (Chaudhuri, 1980; Devalle,
1992; Singh, 2002)

2. Colonial Period: Tribal Resistance and Early Struggles

During British rule, the introduction of the Zamindari system under the Permanent Settlement of 1793 was
one of the earliest causes of tribal alienation. This system allowed landlords, primarily non-tribals, to take
control of vast tracts of tribal land, forcing indigenous people into bonded labour and economic dependency.
As aresult, many tribal communities lost their traditional rights over land and forests, leading to widespread
resentment. (Saha, 1986; Prakash, 1990)

The first major organized resistance came in the form of the Kol Rebellion (1831-1832), led by tribal leaders
against the exploitative practices of moneylenders, landlords, and British officials. The rebellion was
violently suppressed, but it laid the groundwork for future uprisings. (Sinha, 1993)

One of the most significant tribal revolts was the Santhal Rebellion (1855-1856), led by Sidhu and Kanhu
Murmu. The Santhals, frustrated by increasing land encroachment, heavy taxation, and the exploitation by
traders and landlords, took up arms against British forces. Though ultimately crushed, the rebellion led to
the creation of the Santhal Pargana administrative division, providing some protection to the tribal way of
life. (Roy, 1984)
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Another landmark struggle was the Birsa Munda Rebellion (1899-1900). Birsa Munda, a charismatic tribal
leader, envisioned a self-governed land free from British exploitation and non-tribal dominance. His
movement, known as the Ulgulan (Great Tumult), sought to reclaim tribal land and resist British
interference. Though Birsa Munda was captured and died in custody in 1900, his legacy became a symbol
of tribal identity and resistance. (Devalle, 1992; Singh, 2002)

3. Post-Colonial Movements: Political Consolidation and Demand for Statehood

After India’s independence in 1947, the newly formed government continued the policies of centralized
governance, which did not adequately address the grievances of Jharkhand’s tribal population. While
constitutional protections such as the Fifth Schedule and the Panchayati Raj system were introduced to
safeguard tribal rights, in reality, these provisions were not effectively implemented. (Kumar, 2005; Shah,
2007)

The Jharkhand Party, formed in 1949 under Jaipal Singh Munda, was one of the first political platforms to
demand a separate state. Jaipal Singh, an Oxford-educated tribal leader and former Indian hockey captain,
advocated for tribal autonomy and governance tailored to the unigue socio-economic needs of the region.
However, in 1956, the States Reorganization Commission (SRC) rejected Jharkhand’s statehood demand,
arguing that the region lacked the administrative capacity for self-governance. (Singh, 2002; Prakash, 1990)

Despite the setback, the demand for a separate state did not wane. The Jharkhand Mukti Morcha (JMM),

founded in 1972 by Shibu Soren, intensified the struggle, mobilizing tribal and non-tribal populations
around issues of land rights, industrialization, and resource control. The movement gained strength in the
1980s and 1990s, particularly with the participation of the All-Jharkhand Students Union (AJSU), which
organized mass protests and strikes. (Shah, 2007; Verma, 2010)

4. Legislative and Political Milestones

In response to growing demands, the Bihar Reorganization Act, 2000 was passed, and Jharkhand officially
became the 28th state of India on November 15, 2000 (Birsa Munda’s birth anniversary). While statehood
was seen as a victory, it also inherited complex governance challenges, including political instability,
corruption, and uneven development, which continue to shape Jharkhand’s political landscape today.
(Singh, 2002; Kumar, 2005)
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Political Instability and Governance Challenges

1. Frequent Government Changes: The Cycle of Political Instability

Since its creation in 2000, Jharkhand has experienced persistent political instability, with over 10 chief
ministers in just 24 years. The frequent changes in government have significantly hindered the state's
development, causing policy discontinuity, administrative inefficiency, and governance paralysis. Several
factors contribute to this instability:

A. Coalition Fragility — No single party has secured an absolute majority in Jharkhand since its
formation, leading to unstable coalition governments that often collapse due to internal conflicts.
(Singh, 2015: Prasad, 2018)

B. Defections and Political Opportunism — Party-switching (also known as "Aaya Ram, Gaya Ram"
politics) is common in Jharkhand, with leaders frequently changing sides to secure positions of
power. (Verma, 2010; Kumar, 2016)

C. Central Rule and President’s Rule — The state has been placed under President’s Rule three times
(2009, 2010, and 2013) due to governance failures and the inability of parties to form stable
governments. (Shah, 2017; Sinha, 2019)

2. Case Study: The 2009-2013 Political Crisis
One of the most turbulent political phases in Jharkhand’s history occurred between 2009 and 2013:
a) 2009: Shibu Soren of JMM became CM but lost a trust vote in the Assembly in May 2010, forcing
his resignation.
b) 2010: Arjun Munda of BJP formed a coalition government but faced internal rifts.
c) 2013: The coalition collapsed, leading to the imposition of President’s Rule (January to July 2013).

Such instability has had serious governance consequences, as frequent changes in leadership prevent long-
term development planning. Key policies get reversed or abandoned due to shifting political priorities, and
bureaucrats hesitate to implement initiatives due to uncertainty over leadership.

3. Corruption and Bureaucratic Inefficiencies

Jharkhand has consistently ranked among India’s most corrupt states, with multiple high-profile scams and
administrative inefficiencies hampering development. The political instability and weak governance
structures have created a breeding ground for corruption, where officials and politicians misuse state
resources, manipulate contracts, and engage in large-scale embezzlement. (Kumar, 2019; Sinha, 2019)

4. Major Corruption Scandals in Jharkhand
1. Madhu Koda Scam (2008) — Former Chief Minister Madhu Koda was accused of amassing 34,000

crore through illegal mining contracts and money laundering. The scandal exposed deep-rooted
corruption in the allocation of mining leases. (Shah, 2017)

i. ~MNREGA Scam (2011) — A 100 crore scam was unearthed, where funds meant for rural
employment under Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA)
were siphoned off by officials and middlemen. (Prasad, 2018)

iii.  Land Acquisition Irregularities — Several industrial projects have been marred by land fraud, where
tribal lands were acquired illegally for commercial purposes, violating the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act
(1908) and Santhal Pargana Tenancy Act (1949). (Verma, 2015)

5. Bureaucratic Inefficiencies and Governance Failures:
* Red Tape and Slow Decision-Making — Investors and businesses often complain about excessive
bureaucratic hurdles in obtaining clearances, delaying industrial projects. (Kumar, 2016)
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*  Poor Implementation of Welfare Schemes — Schemes like PM-KISAN, Ujjwala Yojana, and rural
electrification projects have faced inefficiencies due to corrupt local officials who demand bribes for
service delivery. (Singh, 2018)

» Lack of Transparency in Mining and Industrial Policies — Jharkhand’s economy is heavily dependent
on mining, but opaque licensing processes and favouritism in contract allotments have discouraged
genuine investors. (Prakash, 2014)

6. The Impact of Corruption and Instability on Development:

= Discourages Investment: Political uncertainty and corruption deter private sector participation,
slowing down industrial growth.

*  Weakens Public Trust: Corruption scandals erode public confidence in the government, leading to
civic unrest and protests.

»  Delays Infrastructure Projects: Frequent leadership changes result in unfinished roads, power plants,
and irrigation projects, negatively affecting economic growth. (Prasad, 2018; Sinha, 2019)

Economic Development: Resource Wealth vs. Poverty

Jharkhand is one of India’s most mineral-rich states, contributing significantly to the country's coal, iron
ore, copper, and mica production. Despite this abundance of natural resources, the state continues to struggle
with high poverty rates, unemployment, and economic disparities. The paradox of resource wealth
coexisting with widespread poverty remains a major challenge, indicating that Jharkhand has yet to fully
harness its economic potential for inclusive development (Planning Commission, 2014; NITI Aayog, 2023).

1. Mineral Resources and Industrial Growth: A Mixed Picture
Jharkhand accounts for:

o 40% of India’s mineral reserves

o 25% of total coal production

o 20% of the country’s steel production

o Major reserves of uranium, copper, and bauxite (Geological Survey of India, 2021)

Major industrial hubs such as Jamshedpur, Bokaro, and Dhanbad house some of India’s largest steel, coal,
and power plants operated by companies like Tata Steel, Coal India, SAIL, and NTPC. The state also has
industrial corridors such as Adityapur and Ranchi aimed at boosting manufacturing and employment
(Department of Industries, Jharkhand, 2020).

However, industrial development has remained uneven due to:

o Bureaucratic inefficiencies and delays in project approvals (Sinha, 2019)

o Frequent policy shifts due to political instability (Verma, 2015)
Poor infrastructure (power shortages, lack of quality roads and rail connectivity in rural
areas)

o Land acquisition conflicts and displacement of tribal populations (Kumar, 2016)

2. High Poverty and Unemplovment Despite Resource Wealth

Jharkhand’s poverty rate stands at around 36%, significantly higher than the national average. According to
NITI Aayog’s Multidimensional Poverty Index (2023), Jharkhand remains among the poorest states in India,
with issues like malnutrition, lack of healthcare, and inadequate education (NITI Aayog, 2023).
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3. Unemployment Crisis
o Jharkhand’s unemployment rate is 7.6% (2023), higher than the national average of 6.1%
(CMIE, 2023).
o Youth migration is high, with workers moving to states like Maharashtra, Gujarat, and Kerala

for jobs in construction, manufacturing, and services.
o The informal sector dominates employment, with a lack of stable industrial jobs (ILO, 2022).

4. Case Study: Failure of the Jharkhand Industrial Policy 2016

The Jharkhand Industrial and Investment Promotion Policy (2016) aimed to attract X1 lakh crore in
investments and generate 2 lakh jobs by offering incentives such as tax breaks, land acquisition support, and
infrastructure development. However, the policy failed to achieve its targets due to:

o Lack of investor confidence due to unstable governance and corruption (Prakash, 2014)

o Slow land acquisition and protests by displaced communities (Shah, 2017)

o Weak implementation of skill development programs, leading to a mismatch between
industry needs and workforce skills (Singh, 2018)

5. Agriculture: An Underdeveloped Sector

Despite 70% of Jharkhand’s population being dependent on agriculture, the sector remains underdeveloped
due to:

o Low irrigation coverage (only 19% of farmland is irrigated) (Ministry of Agriculture, 2022)
o Dependence on monsoon rains, making farming unpredictable
o Limited access to modern farming techniques and credit (Planning Commission, 2014)

»> Way Forward
A. Strengthening Industrial Policies: A stable governance framework is needed to encourage

investments.

B. Skill Development Initiatives: Enhancing vocational training to bridge the gap between industrial
demands and workforce skills.

C. Agricultural Reforms: Expanding irrigation facilities and promoting cash crops to improve rural
livelihoods.

D. Better Utilization of Mining Revenue: Ensuring that royalties from mineral extraction are reinvested
in local communities for schools, healthcare, and infrastructure.

Tribal Rights and Land Issues in Jharkhand

Jharkhand is home to over 26% tribal population, one of the highest in India, with major tribes including
the Santhal, Munda, Oraon, and Ho. Tribals have historically lived in harmony with nature, relying on
forest resources and traditional landholding systems. However, colonial policies, industrialization, and
post-independence development projects have led to land alienation, displacement, and violation of
tribal rights. Despite constitutional safeguards, tribals continue to face land grabbing, resource
exploitation, and weak implementation of protective laws (Xaxa, 2020; Ekka, 2019).
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1. Constitutional and Legal Safeguards for Tribal L.and Rights
To protect the rights of tribals, various laws and constitutional provisions have been enacted:
1. Chotanagpur Tenancy (CNT) Act, 1908 — Prohibits the sale of tribal land to non-tribals to prevent

alienation.

2. Santhal Pargana Tenancy (SPT) Act, 1949 — Protects tribal land and restricts transfers to non-
tribals.

3. Fifth Schedule of the Indian Constitution — Declares scheduled areas where tribal autonomy is
recognized.

4. PESA (Panchayats Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 — Grants Gram Sabhas (village
councils) the authority to decide on land use.

5. Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 — Recognizes the rights of forest-dwelling communities over land
and minor forest produce.

Despite these protections, tribal lands in Jharkhand continue to be encroached upon by corporations, real
estate developers, and government projects. Weak enforcement, corruption, and legal loopholes have made
it difficult for tribals to retain control over their ancestral land (Areeparampil, 2022).

2. Land Acquisition and Displacement: Key Challenges

L. Industrial and Mining Projects Displacing Tribals

Jharkhand’s resource wealth has made it a hotspot for mining and industrial expansion, but often at the cost
of tribal displacement:

» Adani Power Project in Godda (2023): Required extensive land acquisition. Several tribal families
reported forceful acquisitions and inadequate compensation, leading to mass protests. Despite
resistance, the project moved forward, sparking concerns over corporate governance (Scroll.in,
2023).

* (Coal Mining in Pakur and Hazaribagh (2022-23): Expansion of coal mining led to evictions of
indigenous communities. Activists allege that the FRA was violated as Gram Sabhas were not
consulted. Many displaced tribals lack rehabilitation and livelihoods (Down to Earth, 2023).

3. Amendments to Land Laws: A Threat to Tribal Rights?

The Jharkhand government has attempted to amend the CNT and SPT Acts multiple times to allow
commercial use of tribal land. Each attempt was met with resistance due to:

= Fears of losing ancestral land to corporate entities
* Weakening of traditional community ownership
* Erosion of tribal identity and culture

In 2016, a proposed amendment allowing non-agricultural use of tribal land was withdrawn after widespread
protests. However, illegal land transfers and indirect amendments continue to pose a threat (The Hindu,
2017).

4. Resistance Movements and Tribal Uprisings

A. Pathalgadi Movement (2017-2018, revived in 2023)

Originating in Khunti and Simdega, villagers erected Pathalgadi (stone plaques) asserting self-rule under
PESA. The movement resisted state intrusion and demanded Gram Sabha control. The government
responded with police action and arrests, including renewed unrest in 2023 (Indian Express, 2023).

B. Adivasi Mahasabha Protests (2022-2023)
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Demonstrations in Ranchi and Chaibasa against illegal land transfers. Protesters demanded enforcement of
land laws and crackdown on land mafias (Newsclick, 2023).

5. Challenges in Implementation of Land Rights

Despite robust legal safeguards, tribals in Jharkhand face continuing challenges:

= Weak enforcement of CNT/SPT laws, often circumvented by fraudulent transfers

» Lack of awareness among tribals regarding their legal rights

= Corruption and manipulation in land records

= Slow implementation of the Forest Rights Act: Only about 15% of claims have been approved
(MoTA, 2023)

» Way Forward: Ensuring Tribal Land Protection
A. Strict Enforcement of CNT & SPT Acts — Strengthening the legal framework to prevent land
alienation.

B. Transparency in Land Acquisition — Ensuring free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) of Gram
Sabhas.

C. Community-Based Land Management — Encouraging cooperative ownership models for sustainable

development.

Speeding up FRA Implementation — Recognizing pending tribal land claims to prevent displacement.

S

Economic Alternatives for Tribals — Expanding eco-tourism, agroforestry, and cottage industries to
reduce dependence on mining.

Law and Order: The Naxal Challenge in Jharkhand

Jharkhand has long been one of the epicentres of Naxal (Maoist) insurgency in India, with its vast forested
regions providing strategic cover for Left-Wing Extremist (LWE) groups. The state's socio-economic
vulnerabilities—including tribal land alienation, unemployment, poverty, and administrative neglect—have
fuelled discontent and provided fertile ground for insurgent recruitment. Despite sustained
counterinsurgency efforts and development programs, Naxalism remains a formidable challenge that
continues to affect governance, economic development, and internal security (Sharma, 2023; Ministry of
Home Affairs [MHA], 2024).

1. Historical Background: The Roots of Naxalism in Jharkhand

The origins of Naxalism in Jharkhand trace back to the 1967 Naxalbari uprising in West Bengal, which
gradually spread to the Chotanagpur plateau by the 1970s and 1980s (Singh, 2020). Groups like the People’s
War Group (PWG) and the Maoist Communist Centre of India (MCCI) established strongholds in
Jharkhand’s forests. These organizations merged in 2004 to form the Communist Party of India (Maoist),
which remains the dominant insurgent group in the region (Raman, 2021).

2. Key Reasons for the Spread of Naxalism in Jharkhand

1. Land Alienation and Displacement — Large-scale mining, infrastructure, and industrial projects have
led to the displacement of thousands of tribal families, making them vulnerable to Maoist influence
(Ekka, 2019).

i1. Economic Deprivation — With a poverty rate of approximately 36%, Jharkhand experiences deep
economic inequality, unemployment, and limited livelihood options, particularly in tribal areas (NITI
Aayog, 2023).
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iii. Weak Governance and Corruption — Poor enforcement of tribal protection laws such as the CNT Act,
SPT Act, and Forest Rights Act has eroded trust in government institutions (Xaxa, 2020).

iv. Geographical Advantage — The dense forests of Saranda, Latehar, and Palamu provide natural cover
and tactical advantages for Maoist guerrilla warfare (CRPF, 2023).

3. The Current Scenario: Naxal Presence and Recent Incidents (2022—-2024)

Jharkhand continues to be one of the five most affected states by Naxal insurgency, alongside Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, Maharashtra, and Andhra Pradesh. While counterinsurgency efforts have diminished Maoist control

in some areas, they retain operational bases in districts like Latehar, West Singhbhum, Gumla, Simdega, and
Chatra (MHA, 2024).

4. Recent Major Naxal Incidents (2022—-2024)

1. West Singhbhum IED Blasts (January 2024)

Maoists planted multiple IEDs to ambush CRPF and Jharkhand Jaguar forces. Over 12 security personnel
were injured. The blasts disrupted rural road construction, a frequent Maoist tactic to prevent state access
(Indian Express, 2024a).

2. Encounter in Latehar (September 2023)

A joint operation by Jharkhand Police and CRPF resulted in the killing of five top Maoist commanders.
Arms, explosives, and Maoist literature were recovered, indicating continued organizational strength (Times
of India, 2023).

3. Extortion and Kidnappings in Gumla (2022-2023)

Maoists kidnapped businessmen and government officials for ransom.
The CPI-Maoist reportedly collected crores through illegal mining and tenders (Hindustan Times, 2023).

4. Saranda Forest Maoist Resurgence (2022—-2024)

Despite being cleared under Operation Anaconda (2011), Maoists reestablished camps in the Saranda Forest,
training youth recruits and reasserting territorial control (Scroll.in, 2024).

5. Government Response: Counterinsurgency and Development Initiatives

To counter the Maoist threat, the state has adopted a two-pronged approach involving security operations
and developmental outreach.

A. Security and Counterinsurgency Measures

Operation Octopus (2023-2024)
A joint initiative by CRPF, Jharkhand Police, and Cobra Commandos in West Singhbhum.

- Led to area domination, arms recovery, and weakening of insurgent infrastructure (MHA, 2024).

- Intelligence and Surveillance Enhancement

- Use of drones and satellite imaging to locate hideouts.

- Formation of village-level surveillance networks to prevent recruitment and monitor movements
(CRPF, 2023).

- Road Connectivity Expansion
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Roads in Maoist zones are built under tight security.

The development of road networks in areas like Budha Pahad (Latehar) helped reduce insurgent influence
(Rural Development Department, 2023).

B. Development Initiatives: Winning Hearts and Minds

Surrender and Rehabilitation Policy

Revised policy offers I5-10 lakh, land, and skill training to surrendered Maoists.

Over 50 insurgents surrendered in 2023 (Jharkhand Police, 2023).

Saranda Action Plan

Focused on providing housing (PMAY), employment (MGNREGA), and vocational training to tribal
youth to dissuade them from joining Maoist ranks (Planning Commission, 2022).

Educational and Welfare Outreach

Programs like "Schools in Maoist-Affected Areas" and hostel schemes for tribal students aim to
combat Maoist ideological influence (Ministry of Education, 2023).

6. Challenges in Eradicating the Naxal Threat

Despite progress, several challenges persist:

Maoist Adaptability — Insurgents continue to shift tactics and recruitment patterns (Singh, 2022).
Public Distrust in Security Forces — Allegations of human rights abuses and fake encounters fuel
resentment (NHRC, 2023).

Sustained Maoist Financing — Rebels fund their operations through illegal mining, extortion, and
timber smuggling (Down to Earth, 2023).

Political and Administrative Collusion — Local political and bureaucratic actors are often complicit
in Maoist dealings, weakening state response (Verma, 2021).

> Future Strategies to Strengthen Law and Order

l.

Strengthening Intelligence Networks — Expanding local informant networks and tech-driven
intelligence gathering.

Fast-Tracking Development Projects — Speeding up infrastructure, education, and employment
programs in Maoist-affected districts.

Community Policing Initiatives — Encouraging local self-help groups and village defense
committees to resist Maoist influence.

Tackling Maoist Financing — Cracking down on illegal mining and hawala networks funding
insurgents.
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Conclusion: Jharkhand’s Political Landscape and Governance Challenges

Jharkhand’s journey since its formation in 2000 has been a complex and evolving story of aspirations,
struggles, and governance challenges. The state was carved out of Bihar with the hope of empowering its
tribal population, ensuring better resource management, and accelerating economic development. However,
more than two decades later, Jharkhand continues to grapple with deep-rooted issues such as political
instability, corruption, bureaucratic inefficiencies, and socio-economic disparities. While there have been
notable achievements in industrial growth, infrastructure development, and social welfare, persistent
problems like Naxal insurgency, tribal land conflicts, poverty, unemployment, and governance failures
continue to hinder its progress. The state’s future depends on its ability to establish a stable political
environment, implement inclusive development policies, and build effective governance mechanisms that
cater to the needs of its diverse population.

One of the most pressing concerns for Jharkhand has been its political instability, which has severely
affected governance. The state has witnessed multiple chief ministers, frequent collapses of governments,
and instances of President’s Rule, making it one of the most politically unstable regions in India. This
instability has prevented the implementation of long-term policy measures, as successive governments have
focused on short-term political survival rather than sustained development strategies. The lack of continuity
in governance has led to inefficient administration, frequent bureaucratic reshuffles, and delays in policy
execution. Political uncertainty has also discouraged private and foreign investments, as businesses hesitate
to invest in a state where policies and leadership change unpredictably. Corruption has flourished in such
an environment, with political leaders and bureaucrats often engaging in rent-seeking activities, further
eroding public trust in the government. For Jharkhand to achieve meaningful progress, it must overcome
these governance deficiencies by ensuring transparent leadership, strengthening democratic institutions, and
promoting accountability at all levels of administration.

Economic development in Jharkhand presents a paradox. Despite being one of the most mineral-rich states
in India, its economic benefits have not been equitably distributed among its people. The state contributes
significantly to the country’s mineral production, with industries such as steel, coal, and power generation
forming the backbone of its economy. However, the wealth generated from these resources has largely
benefited corporate entities and political elites rather than the indigenous communities who have historically
inhabited these resource-rich lands. Many tribal populations have been displaced due to mining and
industrial projects, leading to widespread resentment and alienation. The agrarian sector, which employs a
majority of Jharkhand’s population, remains underdeveloped due to inadequate irrigation facilities, lack of
infrastructure, and limited access to markets. This economic imbalance has fuelled poverty, with a
significant portion of the population lacking access to basic amenities such as healthcare, education, and
clean drinking water. High unemployment rates have forced many young people to migrate to other states
in search of better opportunities, further exacerbating social distress. A more inclusive development model
is needed, where industrial growth is aligned with local employment generation, environmental
sustainability, and equitable resource distribution. Policies must focus on improving agricultural
productivity, expanding skill development programs, and creating a robust ecosystem for entrepreneurship
among Jharkhand’s youth.

Tribal rights and land issues have remained at the heart of Jharkhand’s socio-political struggles. The
formation of the state was largely driven by the demand for greater autonomy and protection of tribal lands.
However, despite constitutional safeguards and laws such as the Chotanagpur Tenancy Act, Santhal Pargana
Tenancy Act, and the Forest Rights Act, tribal communities continue to face displacement, encroachment,
and land alienation. Industrial expansion, real estate development, and large-scale infrastructure projects
have often been carried out without proper consent from Gram Sabhas, violating the principles of tribal self-
governance. The revival of movements such as Pathalgadi, where tribals assert their traditional rights and
resist external interventions, reflects the growing frustration among indigenous communities. In recent
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years, protests against land acquisitions for projects like the Adani Power Plant in Godda have highlighted
the tensions between economic development and tribal rights. The government must adopt a more
participatory approach by ensuring fair compensation, transparent land acquisition processes, and better
rehabilitation policies for affected communities. Strengthening local governance through effective
implementation of the PESA Act and empowering tribal Gram Sabhas can help address grievances and build
trust between the state and its indigenous population.

The problems of law and order, particularly the persistent Naxal challenge, remains a major obstacle to
Jharkhand’s progress. The state has long been one of the centres of Naxalite activity, with insurgents
capitalizing on socio-economic vulnerabilities, tribal dissatisfaction, and weak governance structures. While
counterinsurgency operations have made significant progress in reducing Maoist influence, many districts,
particularly in Latehar, West Singhbhum, and Gumla, continue to experience Maoist activities. Recent
incidents, such as IED blasts targeting security forces in West Singhbhum and Maoist encounters in Latehar,
indicate that the insurgency is far from being completely eradicated. The state has adopted a dual strategy
of military action and development initiatives to curb Naxalism, but challenges remain. Security forces have
intensified operations by using advanced surveillance technologies and intelligence-driven missions to
dismantle Maoist networks. Simultaneously, development programs such as the Saranda Action Plan and
surrender-and-rehabilitation policies have aimed at integrating former rebels into mainstream society.
However, these efforts need to be more consistent and widespread. Addressing the root causes of Naxalism,
such as poverty, lack of education, and land alienation, is crucial for ensuring long-term peace.
Strengthening law enforcement agencies, expanding infrastructure in remote areas, and fostering trust
between the state and tribal communities will be key to countering insurgency effectively. Good governance
is the foundation for overcoming Jharkhand’s many challenges. Over the years, administrative inefficiencies
and corruption have weakened the state’s ability to deliver public services effectively. The leakage of funds
from welfare schemes, irregularities in project execution, and bureaucratic delays have slowed progress in
critical sectors such as education, healthcare, and employment generation. Strengthening anti-corruption
mechanisms, enhancing digital governance, and ensuring greater accountability in public offices can
significantly improve the efficiency of governance. Decentralization and grassroots empowerment are also
essential for fostering inclusive development. Strengthening Panchayati Raj Institutions and implementing
the PESA Act effectively will enable local communities to participate in decision-making processes that
directly affect their lives. Expanding e-governance initiatives and digital literacy programs can further
bridge the gap between government services and the rural population, making welfare programs more
accessible and transparent.

Further, Jharkhand has enough potential to emerge as a model of sustainable development if it successfully
addresses its political, economic, and social challenges. The state’s future depends on its ability to strike a
balance between industrial development and environmental conservation, economic growth and social
equity, and security measures and human rights. Political leaders must prioritize long-term governance over
short-term electoral gains, ensuring policy continuity and effective implementation of welfare programs.
Economic policies must focus on creating a diverse and resilient economy that benefits all sections of
society, particularly the marginalized tribal communities. The law-and-order situation must be managed
with a combination of firm security measures and socio-economic initiatives that address the root causes of
extremism. Above all, governance reforms must be deepened to build a transparent, accountable, and
citizen-centric administration.

Jharkhand’s journey from aspirations to realities reflects both its immense potential and its persistent
struggles. The state possesses rich natural resources, a vibrant cultural heritage, and a dynamic population,
all of which can drive its progress if harnessed effectively. By addressing long-standing governance failures,
empowering marginalized communities, and ensuring equitable development, Jharkhand can truly transform
itself into a state that fulfils the aspirations of its people. The road ahead may be challenging, but with

IJCRT2504629 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | f454


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

visionary leadership, committed governance, and inclusive policies, the state can overcome its obstacles and
build a prosperous future for all.

Jharkhand’s journey from aspirations to realities highlights the gap between political promises and
governance outcomes. Despite rich natural resources, the state struggles with instability, corruption,
unemployment, and lawlessness. The governance failures have disproportionately affected tribal
communities, rural populations, and economically weaker sections.

Recommendations for Future Growth

- Political Stability: Strengthening institutions of governance to prevent frequent obstacles.
- Economic Reforms: Easing the way for industries to attract investments.

- Anti-Corruption Measures: Improving transparency and accountability mechanisms.

- Tribal Welfare: Ensuring land rights protection and sustainable development policies.

- Naxal Conflict Resolution: Focusing on economic upliftment alongside security measures.

Jharkhand’s future depends on strong leadership, inclusive affirmative actions and policies, and sustainable
planning. Without addressing weaknesses of governance, the aspirations behind its statehood movement
will remain unfulfilled.
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