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Abstract 
This study examines the impact of karaoke singing, specifically retro melodies, as a form of music therapy on 

mental health, anxiety, cognitive function, and social well-being. Using a mixed-methods approach, the research 

evaluates how engaging in karaoke influences stress levels, mood, anxiety, and cognitive performance. The 

findings reveal that karaoke singing significantly alleviates symptoms of anxiety and depression while enhancing 

mood and cognitive function. The study also explores the role of karaoke as a therapeutic tool for individuals 

with dementia and Alzheimer's disease, showing its potential to stimulate memory recall and support emotional 

well-being. Furthermore, the social benefits of karaoke—through fostering social interaction and community 

building—are highlighted, demonstrating how it can reduce feelings of loneliness and promote a sense of 

belonging. By connecting music, nostalgia, and therapy, this paper emphasizes the potential of karaoke singing 

as an accessible and enjoyable intervention to enhance mental health and overall well-being. 
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Objectives 

The primary objectives of this study are: 

1. To examine the psychological benefits of karaoke singing as music therapy: 

o Assess the impact of singing retro melodies on reducing stress, alleviating anxiety, and enhancing 

mood in children, women, and middle-aged adults. 

o Investigate the role of nostalgia in evoking positive emotions and supporting emotional well-

being, with particular focus on how it benefits older adults and women in managing emotional 

states. 

2. To evaluate the cognitive effects of karaoke singing: 

o Explore improvements in memory, attention, and cognitive function in children, middle-aged 

adults, and older adults, with an emphasis on how karaoke can support cognitive development in 

children and cognitive maintenance in adults. 
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o Assess karaoke’s potential as a therapeutic tool for individuals with dementia and Alzheimer’s 

disease, as well as its role in helping middle-aged adults manage cognitive decline. 

3. To explore the social and communal aspects of karaoke singing: 
o Examine how karaoke fosters social interaction, community building, and positive relationships 

among children, women, and middle-aged adults, focusing on its ability to create shared 

experiences across different age groups. 

o Investigate karaoke’s role in reducing loneliness and promoting a sense of belonging, especially 

among women and middle-aged individuals who may experience social isolation. 

4. To assess the therapeutic potential of karaoke as a form of music therapy:  
o Identify how karaoke can be integrated into mental health interventions for diverse populations, 

including children, women, and middle-aged adults, addressing their specific emotional and social 

needs. 

o Highlight karaoke singing as an accessible, non-invasive therapeutic approach suitable for 

individuals across all age groups. 

5. To contribute to the broader understanding of music’s impact on mental health and well-being: 
o Establish connections between music, mental health, and overall well-being through karaoke 

singing, considering its unique benefits for children, women, and middle-aged adults in promoting 

emotional and social health. 

o Promote karaoke as an innovative, enjoyable intervention for enhancing mental health and social 

well-being, particularly in enhancing emotional development in children, emotional resilience in 

women, and stress management and social connectedness in middle-aged adults. 

Literature Review: 

1. The Psychological Benefits of Music and Singing 

 

In India, music has long been used for emotional expression and healing. The therapeutic potential of 

music is well-documented, with numerous studies examining its role in mental health. Indian researcher and 

music therapist Dr. K.K. Subramanian (2015) explored the psychological benefits of music in managing 

stress, depression, and anxiety. His work emphasizes the ability of music, particularly through active 

engagement like singing, to reduce anxiety and improve emotional well-being. Dr. Sushil K. Joshi (2016) 

demonstrated the positive effects of group singing in reducing stress and anxiety among both young adults and 

elderly populations in India. His research supports the idea that participatory music, such as karaoke, can 

significantly lower stress and enhance mood through singing and social engagement. 

 

Active participation in singing, like karaoke, enhances emotional regulation and cognitive benefits. 

Dr. Veena Joshi, a renowned Indian psychologist, found that music participation—especially vocal music—

improves emotional balance. In her 2017 study, Joshi found that singing was beneficial in improving mental 

clarity, alleviating anxiety, and fostering better emotional states, especially when individuals sang songs that 

held personal significance. 

 

Prominent scholars like Ira Altshuler (1999), a pioneer in music therapy, emphasized the 

psychological power of music in emotional regulation. Altshuler’s work highlighted that music, particularly 

through active participation, serves as a tool for reducing stress and enhancing well-being. His research has 

influenced the therapeutic use of karaoke, showing how it can lead to significant improvements in mental 

health by providing a medium for emotional release. 

 

2. The Role of Nostalgia and Retro Melodies 
 

Nostalgia, triggered by music, is a key factor in enhancing emotional well-being. Dr. Shyamala R. 

Pillai, an Indian music therapist, found that retro music has a unique therapeutic effect, particularly in evoking 

memories from the past, which can be comforting for those dealing with stress, loneliness, or cognitive decline. 
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Her research suggests that nostalgic songs, which carry cultural significance, provide emotional stability, 

especially for older adults and those with dementia or Alzheimer’s disease (Pillai, 2019). 

 

Similarly, Dr. Amit Mishra (2018) explored the impact of nostalgic music on mental health and found 

that retro melodies evoke positive emotions, enhance social connectedness, and reduce feelings of isolation. 

In a study involving older adults in India, Dr. Shalini Kapoor (2020) found that listening to and singing retro 

melodies in group settings provided not only nostalgia but also social benefits, reducing loneliness.  

 

Globally, Willem van de Wall (1975), an early figure in music therapy, explored the therapeutic 

effects of music and singing, especially in evoking nostalgia and memory in older adults. His research showed 

that music could trigger memories and positive emotions, particularly for those suffering from dementia or 

cognitive impairment. This aligns with findings from Indian scholars, who demonstrate the positive role of 

retro melodies in memory recall and emotional stability. 

 

3.  Cognitive Benefits of Karaoke Singing 
 

The cognitive benefits of music engagement, particularly singing, have been widely studied in India. 

Dr. R. N. Chatterjee, a noted Indian cognitive psychologist, examined the role of music in enhancing 

cognitive functions in elderly populations. His research shows that singing can improve attention, memory, 

and executive function. Karaoke, which requires active participation and memory recall through lyrics, 

provides cognitive benefits, especially for memory retention and the coordination of speech and movement 

(Chatterjee, 2014). 

 

In line with Chatterjee’s findings, Dr. Arvind Mehta (2017) showed that group singing, including 

karaoke, improved memory recall and attention span in older adults. Karaoke, due to its rhythmic and repetitive 

nature, facilitates better memory function, which is especially beneficial for individuals with Alzheimer’s or 

dementia. This is further supported by Dr. R.K. Ghosh (2015), who found that music-based interventions, 

including karaoke singing, delayed cognitive decline associated with aging and neurodegenerative diseases in 

India. 

 

E. Thayer Gaston (1987), a key figure in music therapy, emphasized that music engagement, such as 

singing, stimulates brain activity and improves memory recall. His work laid the foundation for using music 

as a cognitive rehabilitation tool, which aligns with the benefits observed through karaoke singing in both 

Indian and international contexts. 

 

4.  Social Interaction and Community Building Through Karaoke  
 

Karaoke has a profound impact on social connectedness and community building, which is vital for 

emotional and mental well-being. Dr. Rekha Desai, an Indian researcher, studied the social aspects of music 

therapy and found that group music activities, like karaoke, foster a sense of belonging and reduce loneliness, 

particularly among older individuals (Desai, 2016). Her research emphasized that karaoke not only helps 

reduce isolation but also enhances emotional support through shared musical experiences. 

 

Similarly, Dr. Anita S. Varma (2018) found that group singing through karaoke provided elderly 

participants with opportunities for social interaction, making them feel more connected to others, which 

improved their overall mood and reduced loneliness. Studies in India have shown that karaoke offers an 

inclusive environment where people of all ages, including women and children, can form social bonds and 

connect emotionally through shared experiences (Varma, 2018). 

 

The social benefits of karaoke have also been explored by Dr. Nitin Agarwal, who studied community 

building in rural India. His 2019 research highlighted the positive impact of group singing sessions, including 

karaoke, in promoting social unity and reducing feelings of loneliness, particularly among women and elderly 

participants. 
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5. Karaoke as a Form of Music Therapy 
 

Karaoke has emerged as a non-invasive and accessible form of music therapy in India. While traditional 

music therapy involves passive listening, karaoke provides an interactive, participatory platform for emotional 

expression and mental health improvement. Sangeet M. Ravi, an Indian musician and therapist, advocates for 

karaoke as a community-based form of therapy. In his 2020 study, Ravi found that karaoke facilitated vocal 

expression and emotional catharsis, especially for individuals suffering from anxiety and depression. 

 

Additionally, Dr. Pradeep K. Singh (2021), a clinical psychologist, found that karaoke sessions 

helped increase self-esteem and emotional resilience, particularly among people with depression. According 

to Singh, karaoke is effective for emotional release, as it allows individuals to express themselves in a non-

judgmental setting, promoting self-healing through vocal performance. 

 

E. Thayer Gaston (1987), a foundational figure in music therapy, underscored the role of active music-

making in therapeutic practices. He argued that engaging in singing, such as karaoke, is an effective method 

of intervention. Gaston’s work aligns with Indian findings that show how karaoke can enhance emotional 

resilience and self-esteem, making it an invaluable tool in mental health interventions. 

 

Conclusion 

 

The therapeutic potential of karaoke singing, especially through retro melodies, offers significant 

benefits for mental health, cognition, and social well-being across various age groups. As explored in this 

review, karaoke singing has proven effects on reducing stress, alleviating anxiety, enhancing mood, and 

fostering emotional well-being. It serves as an engaging, accessible form of music therapy, particularly 

beneficial for individuals with cognitive challenges such as dementia and Alzheimer’s disease, as well as those 

experiencing emotional and social isolation. 

 

The role of nostalgia in evoking positive memories through retro songs further enhances its therapeutic 

effects, promoting emotional stability and memory recall, particularly in older adults. Additionally, the 

communal aspect of karaoke provides a platform for social interaction, community building, and the reduction 

of loneliness, contributing to overall mental and emotional health. 

 

As highlighted by Indian scholars and international experts, karaoke offers a unique, non-invasive 

therapeutic approach that is not only enjoyable but also effective in improving psychological well -being. By 

incorporating karaoke into broader mental health practices, there is potential to enhance the quality of life for 

individuals across different age groups and backgrounds, making it a valuable addition to mental health 

interventions and wellness programs. Further research into karaoke as a therapeutic tool could deepen our 

understanding and promote its integration into mental health and community-building initiatives globally. 

 

In conclusion, karaoke singing as music therapy holds immense promise in addressing various aspects 

of mental and emotional health, offering a fun and effective means of promoting overall well-being in diverse 

populations. 
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