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GI*G® I IR IGLR R RGIED JCACRN—"The name of the goddess Sashti
cannot be found in any ancient Sanskrit Purana or any other Sanskrit religious
literature. Some of the latter Puranas, however, such as the Devi-Bhagavata and
Brahmavaivarta Purana, give some account of her. According to the former Sasthi is
an epithet of Durga in the form of Katyayani, one of the sixteen divine mothers. In
order to set up the aristocracy of the goddess Sashti in this way, some of the later
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