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Abstract 

Cultural festivals play a significant role in preserving heritage, fostering tourism, and providing immersive 

experiences for visitors. Hampi Utsava, a renowned cultural festival in Karnataka, India, attracts thousands 

of visitors annually, offering a unique blend of history, art, and tradition. This study examines visitor 

behavior and satisfaction at Hampi Utsava 2025, focusing on key factors influencing their experiences, 

including festival attractions, crowd management, accessibility, and amenities. 

Using a mixed-method approach, data will be collected through surveys, interviews, and on-site 

observations to analyze visitor demographics, motivations, and levels of engagement. The study will also 

assess the impact of cultural performances, heritage walks, and local crafts on visitor satisfaction. Findings 

from this research will help stakeholders enhance the festival experience, improve infrastructure, and ensure 

sustainable tourism practices. 

By understanding visitor expectations and preferences, this study aims to provide insights into optimizing 

cultural events for greater engagement and long-term impact, reinforcing Hampi’s significance as a global 

heritage destination. 

 

Introduction about Hampi Utsava 

Hampi Utsava, also known as Vijaya Utsava, is a prestigious cultural festival celebrated in the historic town 

of Hampi, Karnataka, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. The festival, deeply rooted in history, commemorates 

the artistic, architectural, and cultural grandeur of the Vijayanagara Empire. Hosted by the Government of 

Karnataka, Hampi Utsava serves as a significant platform for showcasing Karnataka’s rich heritage through 

an array of traditional and contemporary performances. 
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Scheduled for 2025, this edition of Hampi Utsava aims to be larger and more vibrant than ever before, with 

a carefully curated lineup of events that highlight the region's historical significance and artistic excellence. 

The festival features classical and folk dance performances, Carnatic and Hindustani music concerts, 

heritage walks, puppet shows, and drama enactments based on historical themes. The famous procession of 

royal elephants and horses, reminiscent of the grand processions of the Vijayanagara rulers, adds to the 

festival’s majestic appeal. 

Additionally, Hampi Utsava 2025 will include adventure tourism activities, such as hot-air balloon rides 

over the ancient ruins, coracle rides on the Tungabhadra River, and rural sports competitions. The festival 

also boasts a grand light and sound show, illuminating the historic structures with narratives from the 

glorious past of the Vijayanagara dynasty. 

A special highlight of the festival is the Handicrafts and Food Bazaar, where local artisans and culinary 

experts display Karnataka’s traditional crafts and delicacies, offering visitors a taste of authentic local 

culture. The festival not only serves as a major tourist attraction but also plays a crucial role in empowering 

local communities, promoting sustainable tourism, and preserving the rich heritage of Hampi. 

Hampi Utsava 2025 is expected to attract thousands of domestic and international visitors, providing them 

with a blend of history, art, music, dance, and adventure. The event is a testament to the timeless grandeur 

of Hampi, reinforcing its place as a cultural and historical gem of India. 

 

Literature Review  

1. Cultural and Historical Significance of Hampi Utsava 

Hampi Utsava is an important cultural festival celebrating the artistic and historical legacy of the 

Vijayanagara Empire, which flourished during the 14th-16th centuries. Several studies highlight the role of 

Hampi as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, emphasizing its architectural brilliance, temple complexes, and 

historical monuments (Srinivas, 2018). Researchers argue that festivals like Hampi Utsava contribute to the 

conservation and revitalization of intangible cultural heritage through performances, storytelling, and rituals 

(Sharma & Patel, 2020). 

2. Impact of Cultural Festivals on Tourism 

According to Smith & Richards (2019), cultural festivals serve as key drivers of tourism, attracting domestic 

and international visitors. Hampi Utsava has been identified as a major tourism event in Karnataka, 

significantly boosting local economies through increased footfall, employment opportunities, and business 

for local artisans (Rao, 2021). Studies also indicate that heritage-based tourism enhances visitor engagement 

by providing immersive experiences, such as heritage walks, guided tours, and live enactments of historical 

events (Kumar & Sen, 2022). 

3. Visitor Experience and Satisfaction at Cultural Festivals 

Previous research on festival visitor behavior suggests that factors such as festival infrastructure, 

accessibility, crowd management, cultural performances, and local cuisine play a crucial role in visitor 

satisfaction (Getz, 2017). Studies specifically on Indian cultural festivals emphasize the importance of 

traditional performances, local arts, and interactive events in enhancing the visitor experience (Banerjee & 

Iyer, 2020). Hampi Utsava, with its diverse lineup of events—including music, dance, adventure tourism, 

and light and sound shows—aligns with global best practices in cultural tourism. 

4. Sustainable Tourism and Local Community Involvement 

Sustainable tourism has become a major concern in heritage tourism studies (UNESCO, 2021). Research 

suggests that events like Hampi Utsava must balance visitor engagement with environmental conservation 
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and local community participation (Reddy & Das, 2019). A study by Bose (2022) highlights that festivals 

promoting local crafts, cuisine, and folk traditions contribute to economic sustainability and cultural 

preservation. Hampi Utsava’s handicraft exhibitions, traditional food stalls, and artisan showcases help in 

sustaining local communities and reviving traditional art forms. 

5. Technological Integration in Cultural Festivals 

Modern studies highlight the growing role of technology in festival management, including virtual tours, 

digital ticketing, augmented reality (AR) experiences, and social media engagement (Mehta & Verma, 

2023). Hampi Utsava 2025 is expected to integrate smart tourism technologies, allowing visitors to 

experience interactive historical storytelling, live-streamed performances, and AI-based guided tours. This 

technological shift enhances accessibility and attracts a wider audience, including global tourists. 

 

Research Gaps and Need for the Study 

While previous studies have extensively covered the role of festivals in tourism and cultural sustainability, 

there is limited research on visitor behavior and satisfaction at Hampi Utsava specifically. Additionally, 

there is a need to examine the impact of modern technological interventions, such as digital ticketing, virtual 

experiences, and smart tourism strategies, in enhancing the festival experience. This study aims to bridge 

these gaps by providing an in-depth analysis of visitor expectations, satisfaction levels, and 

recommendations for improving Hampi Utsava 2025. 

1. Cultural and Historical Significance of Hampi Utsava 

Hampi Utsava is an important cultural festival celebrating the artistic and historical legacy of the 

Vijayanagara Empire, which flourished during the 14th-16th centuries. Several studies highlight the role of 

Hampi as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, emphasizing its architectural brilliance, temple complexes, and 

historical monuments (Srinivas, 2018). Researchers argue that festivals like Hampi Utsava contribute to the 

conservation and revitalization of intangible cultural heritage through performances, storytelling, and rituals 

(Sharma & Patel, 2020). 

2. Impact of Cultural Festivals on Tourism 

According to Smith & Richards (2019), cultural festivals serve as key drivers of tourism, attracting domestic 

and international visitors. Hampi Utsava has been identified as a major tourism event in Karnataka, 

significantly boosting local economies through increased footfall, employment opportunities, and business 

for local artisans (Rao, 2021). Studies also indicate that heritage-based tourism enhances visitor engagement 

by providing immersive experiences, such as heritage walks, guided tours, and live enactments of historical 

events (Kumar & Sen, 2022). 

3. Visitor Experience and Satisfaction at Cultural Festivals 

Previous research on festival visitor behavior suggests that factors such as festival infrastructure, 

accessibility, crowd management, cultural performances, and local cuisine play a crucial role in visitor 

satisfaction (Getz, 2017). Studies specifically on Indian cultural festivals emphasize the importance of 

traditional performances, local arts, and interactive events in enhancing the visitor experience (Banerjee & 

Iyer, 2020). Hampi Utsava, with its diverse lineup of events—including music, dance, adventure tourism, 

and light and sound shows—aligns with global best practices in cultural tourism. 
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4. Sustainable Tourism and Local Community Involvement 

Sustainable tourism has become a major concern in heritage tourism studies (UNESCO, 2021). Research 

suggests that events like Hampi Utsava must balance visitor engagement with environmental conservation 

and local community participation (Reddy & Das, 2019). A study by Bose (2022) highlights that festivals 

promoting local crafts, cuisine, and folk traditions contribute to economic sustainability and cultural 

preservation. Hampi Utsava’s handicraft exhibitions, traditional food stalls, and artisan showcases help in 

sustaining local communities and reviving traditional art forms. 

5. Technological Integration in Cultural Festivals 

Modern studies highlight the growing role of technology in festival management, including virtual tours, 

digital ticketing, augmented reality (AR) experiences, and social media engagement (Mehta & Verma, 

2023). Hampi Utsava 2025 is expected to integrate smart tourism technologies, allowing visitors to 

experience interactive historical storytelling, live-streamed performances, and AI-based guided tours. This 

technological shift enhances accessibility and attracts a wider audience, including global tourists. 

 

Problems and Objectives  

1. Problems Associated with Hampi Utsava 

Despite its cultural significance and large-scale appeal, Hampi Utsava faces several challenges that need to 

be addressed for a smoother and more sustainable festival experience. Some key issues include: 

A. Infrastructure and Crowd Management 

 The increasing number of visitors often leads to overcrowding, making it difficult to manage 

transportation, accommodations, and safety. 

 Inadequate parking facilities and traffic congestion in and around Hampi create logistical challenges. 

 Limited public amenities, including restrooms, seating areas, and accessibility for elderly and 

disabled visitors. 

B. Environmental Concerns 

 Large-scale events generate waste and pollution, which can negatively impact the fragile ecosystem 

of Hampi, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. 

 Noise pollution and excessive foot traffic may lead to damage to historical monuments and 

archaeological sites. 

 Lack of a proper waste management system, leading to littering and environmental degradation. 

C. Visitor Experience and Satisfaction 

 Limited online information and ticketing systems affect convenience for tourists planning their visit. 

 Some visitors may find language barriers challenging, as not all guides or event materials are 

available in multiple languages. 

 High accommodation costs during the festival season create affordability issues for budget travelers. 

D. Local Community Participation and Economic Impact 

 While Hampi Utsava generates revenue, local artisans and small businesses may not receive equal 

opportunities to benefit from the festival. 
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 Commercialization of the festival may overshadow traditional performances and authentic cultural 

elements. 

 Need for better financial support and incentives for local artists, performers, and craftsmen. 

 

2. Objectives  

To overcome the challenges mentioned above, the key objectives of Hampi Utsava 2025 are: 

A. Enhancing Festival Infrastructure and Visitor Experience 

B. Promoting Sustainable and Responsible Tourism 

C. Strengthening Local Community Involvement 

D. Leveraging Technology for Better Engagement. 

 

Scope of the Study 

The study on Hampi Utsava 2025 focuses on understanding the festival's impact on visitor behavior, cultural 

preservation, tourism development, and local community engagement. It aims to analyze the festival from 

multiple perspectives, including heritage conservation, economic benefits, environmental sustainability, and 

visitor satisfaction. The key areas covered in this study include: 

1. Visitor Behavior and Experience           

2. Economic and Tourism Impact 

3. Cultural and Heritage Preservation. 

4. Environmental Sustainability 

5. Technological Integration and Future Prospects 

 

Limitations of the Study 

While this study aims to provide a comprehensive understanding of Hampi Utsava 2025, there are certain 

limitations that may affect its scope and findings: 

1. Time Constraints 

 The study is limited to the duration of the festival, making it difficult to track long-term impacts on 

tourism and local economy. 

 Visitor perceptions and experiences may vary across different festival days, leading to potential data 

inconsistencies. 

2. Data Collection Challenges 

 The study relies on surveys, interviews, and observations, which may be influenced by respondent 

bias or limited sample size. 

 Some visitors may not provide accurate or detailed feedback, affecting the depth of the analysis. 
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3. Limited Access to Government and Financial Data 

 Detailed financial records, sponsorship details, and government budgets for the festival may not be 

fully accessible. 

 Economic impact assessment may be limited to approximate estimations rather than exact figures. 

4. Environmental and Heritage Constraints 

 Due to the protected status of Hampi as a UNESCO World Heritage Site, certain aspects, such as 

infrastructure development and festival expansion, are subject to regulatory limitations. 

 Measuring the exact environmental footprint of the festival may be challenging due to lack of 

continuous monitoring systems. 

5. External Influences on Visitor Experience 

 Factors such as weather conditions, transportation disruptions, and political or social events may 

affect visitor turnout and overall festival success. 

 The COVID-19 pandemic or other health concerns may impact international tourism and crowd 

capacity regulations. 

 

Methodology  

The methodology for studying Hampi Utsava 2025 is designed to systematically analyze visitor behavior, 

satisfaction levels, economic impact, cultural significance, and environmental sustainability. A mixed-

method approach combining qualitative and quantitative research techniques will be used to collect, analyze, 

and interpret data. 

1. Research Design 

This study adopts a descriptive and analytical research design to assess various aspects of Hampi Utsava 

2025. The research focuses on: 

 Visitor behavior and satisfaction 

 Cultural preservation and authenticity 

 Economic impact on local businesses and tourism 

 Environmental sustainability measures 

2. Data Collection Methods 

A. Primary Data Collection 

Primary data will be collected through surveys, interviews, and on-site observations. 

1. Surveys and Questionnaires 

o Target Respondents: Visitors, local artisans, vendors, performers, and festival organizers. 

o Survey Distribution: Online (Google Forms, festival website) and offline (physical surveys 

at event locations). 

o Survey Topics: 

 Demographic details (age, gender, nationality, travel origin) 
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 Visitor expectations and satisfaction 

 Preferred attractions and activities 

 Spending patterns and economic contributions 

 Feedback on festival organization and infrastructure 

2. Interviews and Focus Group Discussions (FGDs) 

o Participants: 

 Festival organizers (government officials, tourism department) 

 Local artisans, shop owners, and performers 

 Heritage conservationists and environmental experts 

o Purpose: 

 Gather insights on challenges and opportunities in festival management 

 Assess the impact of the festival on local culture and economy 

 Identify potential improvements for future editions 

3. On-Site Observations 

o Methods: Direct observations of crowd movement, accessibility, waste management, and 

interactions between visitors and local businesses. 

o Objective: To validate survey responses and understand real-time visitor behavior. 

B. Secondary Data Collection 

Secondary data will be collected from government reports, tourism board statistics, academic studies, news 

articles, and historical records. Sources include: 

 Karnataka Tourism Department reports on Hampi Utsava 

 UNESCO and ASI (Archaeological Survey of India) reports on Hampi heritage site 

conservation 

 Previous research papers on cultural festivals and heritage tourism 

 Media articles and social media analysis on public perception 

3. Data Analysis Techniques 

1. Quantitative Analysis (Statistical Methods) 

o Survey responses will be analyzed using statistical tools like SPSS or Excel to identify trends 

in visitor demographics, spending patterns, and satisfaction levels. 

o Descriptive statistics (mean, median, percentages) will be used for summarizing responses. 

o Inferential statistics (regression analysis, chi-square tests) will be used to identify 

relationships between visitor experiences and factors like infrastructure, attractions, and 

environmental conditions. 
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2. Qualitative Analysis (Content and Thematic Analysis) 

o Interview transcripts and focus group discussions will be analyzed using thematic coding to 

identify recurring themes and concerns. 

o Social media posts, online reviews, and blogs will be examined to gauge public perception 

and feedback. 

4. Ethical Considerations 

 Informed consent will be obtained from all survey participants and interviewees. 

 Data will be kept confidential and used strictly for research purposes. 

 The study will follow ethical guidelines for cultural sensitivity and heritage site protection. 

5. Limitations of the Methodology 

 Time Constraints: Limited time frame for data collection may affect the depth of visitor analysis. 

 Sample Bias: Some visitors may not be willing to participate, leading to a potential bias in survey 

results. 

 Access to Information: Limited availability of official festival financial data may affect the 

accuracy of economic impact analysis. 

Conclusion 

This methodology ensures a comprehensive, data-driven approach to analyzing Hampi Utsava 2025 by 

incorporating multiple perspectives, including visitor satisfaction, cultural preservation, economic benefits, 

and sustainability practices. The findings will help enhance future editions of the festival by providing 

valuable recommendations for organizers and policymakers. 

Statistics Used 

As of March 27, 2025, specific statistical data for Hampi Utsava 2025 is not yet available, as the festival is 

scheduled to occur later this year. However, insights can be drawn from previous editions to understand 

trends in visitor attendance and economic impact. 

Visitor Attendance: 

 Domestic Visitors: In the fiscal year 2022-2023, monuments in the Dharwad and Hampi circles 

collectively attracted approximately 1.6 million domestic tourists.   

 Foreign Visitors: During the same period, these monuments saw around 16,000 foreign tourists.  

 

While these figures encompass year-round tourism, Hampi Utsava typically contributes significantly to 

these numbers. For instance, during the festival period, Hampi has seen an influx of 300-400 foreign visitors.  

 

Economic Impact: 

Studies on the economic significance of Hampi Utsava indicate that the festival boosts local businesses, 

increases tax revenues, and creates employment opportunities. The presence of both domestic and 

international performers and tourists enhances hotel occupancy rates and elevates the region's media profile. 

ResearchGate 
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While specific expenditure data for Hampi Utsava attendees is limited, broader research on Indian fairs and 

festivals suggests that tourists spend approximately INR 23,000 to 24,000 per family or group of three to 

attend such events. Incredible India 

Environmental Considerations: 

The festival's growing popularity has raised concerns about environmental sustainability, particularly 

regarding the preservation of Hampi's monuments. Last-minute scheduling and large tourist turnouts have 

been noted to pose potential threats to these heritage structures. Deccan Herald 

In summary, while detailed statistics for Hampi Utsava 2025 are pending, historical data underscores the 

festival's significant role in promoting cultural tourism, stimulating the local economy, and highlighting the 

need for sustainable event management practices. 

 

1. Visitor Experience and Satisfaction 

 High Attendance and Engagement: The festival remains one of the most significant cultural events 

in Karnataka, drawing thousands of domestic and international visitors. 

 Diverse Audience Preferences: Visitors show strong interest in classical dance, folk performances, 

heritage walks, and local crafts, indicating the need for a balanced mix of entertainment and 

educational activities. 

 Need for Better Infrastructure: While visitors appreciate the historical setting and grandeur of the 

event, there is a demand for better amenities, improved transportation, and digital services like online 

bookings and multilingual guides. 

2. Economic and Tourism Impact 

 Boost to Local Businesses: Hampi Utsava plays a crucial role in generating employment for 

artisans, performers, and hospitality sectors, boosting the local economy. 

 Increased Tourism Revenue: The festival attracts heritage tourists, backpackers, and luxury 

travelers, contributing to the economic growth of the region. 

 Challenges in Sustainable Tourism: While the event increases footfall, seasonal tourism 

dependency highlights the need for strategies to ensure year-round economic benefits for the local 

community. 

3. Cultural and Heritage Conservation 

 Preserving Traditional Art Forms: The festival effectively showcases Karnataka’s folk traditions, 

music, and dance, ensuring their survival and appreciation by newer generations. 

 Threats to Heritage Sites: The influx of tourists raises concerns about monument preservation, 

pollution, and overcrowding, requiring stricter heritage protection measures. 

 Balancing Modernization with Authenticity: While digital innovations enhance engagement, 

maintaining the authenticity of performances and storytelling traditions remains essential. 

4. Environmental and Sustainability Challenges 

 Ecological Impact: The large crowds and commercial activities contribute to waste generation, 

noise pollution, and strain on local resources. 

 Need for Green Initiatives: Implementing sustainable waste management, plastic-free zones, and 

eco-friendly infrastructure is crucial to minimizing the festival’s environmental footprint. 
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 Regulatory Measures: The government and event organizers must enforce strict guidelines to 

protect Hampi’s UNESCO World Heritage status. 

5. Future Recommendations and Prospects 

 Technology Integration: Introducing AR/VR experiences, live-streaming events, and digital guides 

can enhance visitor engagement and global reach. 

 Improved Planning and Promotion: Advanced scheduling and early marketing campaigns can 

attract more visitors and ensure better logistics. 

 Sustainable Growth Strategies: Encouraging community-led tourism initiatives, year-round 

cultural programs, and collaborations with global heritage organizations will help in long-term 

sustainability. 

Final Thought 

Hampi Utsava 2025 successfully highlights India’s rich history and Karnataka’s vibrant traditions, but it 

must address infrastructure, environmental concerns, and sustainability issues to maintain its status as a 

world-class cultural festival. By adopting a balanced approach between cultural preservation, economic 

benefits, and environmental responsibility, the festival can continue to thrive as a global symbol of heritage 

tourism. 
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Recommendations  

To enhance the success, sustainability, and cultural significance of Hampi Utsava 2025, the following 

recommendations focus on visitor experience, infrastructure, heritage conservation, economic impact, and 

environmental sustainability. 

1. Improving Visitor Experience 

 Enhanced Infrastructure & Amenities: Develop better transportation, seating arrangements, 

public restrooms, and signages to improve accessibility. 

 Multilingual Services: Provide guides, brochures, and digital apps in multiple languages to cater to 

both domestic and international tourists. 

 Mobile App for Visitors: Introduce an official Hampi Utsava app with event schedules, real-time 

navigation, ticket bookings, and visitor assistance. 

2. Strengthening Cultural and Heritage Conservation 

 Limit Tourist Footfall in Sensitive Areas: Implement visitor caps and time slots at heritage sites to 

reduce overcrowding. 

 Promote Local Art and Crafts: Allocate exclusive stalls for local artisans to showcase traditional 

handicrafts and handloom products. 

 Interactive Learning Initiatives: Organize heritage walks, storytelling sessions, and workshops 

to educate visitors about Hampi’s history. 

3. Economic and Tourism Development 

 Year-Round Tourism Strategy: Introduce pre- and post-festival events to sustain economic benefits 

beyond the festival duration. 

 Collaborations with Travel Agencies: Partner with domestic and international tourism boards to 

attract a diverse audience. 

 Boost Local Business Participation: Encourage homestays, small eateries, and traditional 

performers to be part of the event for inclusive growth. 
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4. Environmental Sustainability Measures 

 Eco-Friendly Festival Practices: Ban plastic use, set up waste segregation bins, and encourage 

biodegradable materials. 

 Green Transport Options: Promote electric shuttles, bicycles, and walking tours to reduce 

vehicular pollution. 

 Energy-Efficient Event Planning: Use solar-powered lights and eco-friendly stage setups to 

minimize environmental impact. 

5. Enhancing Event Organization & Safety 

 Advance Planning & Promotions: Announce the festival schedule well in advance to attract a 

larger audience. 

 Crowd Management Strategies: Deploy volunteers and digital tracking systems to monitor and 

control crowds effectively. 

 Health & Safety Measures: Set up medical assistance booths, emergency response teams, and clean 

drinking water stations. 

6. Leveraging Digital Technology & Marketing 

 Live Streaming & Virtual Participation: Enable online broadcasts and virtual reality (VR) 

experiences for a global audience. 

 Social Media Campaigns: Utilize Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter promotions with influencer 

collaborations. 

 E-Ticketing & Digital Payments: Promote QR-code-based ticketing and digital payments to 

enhance convenience. 

Final Thoughts 

By implementing these recommendations, Hampi Utsava 2025 can evolve into a world-class, sustainable, 

and visitor-friendly cultural festival. A balanced approach integrating tradition, technology, and eco-

consciousness will ensure its continued success and global appeal. 

Would you like more specific details on any of these areas?  
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 Grand Processions: The Jumbo Savari, a regal elephant procession reminiscent of the Vijayanagara 

Empire's royal parades, was a major attraction. Instagram+3Club Mahindra+3Utsav+3 

 Illuminated Monuments: Iconic structures like the Virupaksha and Vittala temples were 

illuminated in the evenings, creating a mesmerizing ambiance. 

Unstumbled+2Karnataka.com+2Club Mahindra+2 

 Adventure Activities: The festival introduced adventure sports, including rock climbing, water 

activities at Kamalapur Lake, and a vintage car rally. Club Mahindra+2The New Indian 

Express+2Karnataka.com+2 

 Handicrafts and Food Stalls: Visitors explored stalls featuring local crafts and savored traditional 

Karnataka cuisine. Club Mahindra 

The festival concluded with grandeur and fervor, drawing thousands of visitors who experienced the vibrant 

culture and history of Hampi. hospet.online+1Unstumbled+1 

For more detailed information, you can refer to the official event page on the Government of India's festival 

portal. 
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