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Abstract 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy, often regarded as the pioneer of Indian journalism and social reform, played 

a crucial role in shaping the Indian press as a tool for enlightenment, advocacy, and resistance against 

oppression. In the early 19th century, when British-controlled newspapers dominated public discourse, he 

established Sambad Kaumudi (1821) and Mirat-ul-Akhbar (1822) to promote social reform, political 

consciousness, and free expression. Through his writings, he campaigned for the abolition of Sati, women’s 

education, caste equality, and religious rationalism, while simultaneously challenging British colonial 

policies and advocating for freedom of the press. Despite facing press censorship from the British 

government and resistance from orthodox Hindu and Muslim communities, Roy remained steadfast in his 

mission. His strategic use of multilingual journalism, engagement with British intellectuals, and reliance on 

religious scriptures to justify reforms helped him navigate opposition and influence legislative changes, 

including the abolition of Sati in 1829. His journalistic approach later inspired social reformers like Ishwar 

Chandra Vidyasagar and Jyotirao Phule, as well as nationalist leaders such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak and 

Mahatma Gandhi, who used the press to further their causes. Roy’s fight for press freedom laid the 

foundation for India’s later struggles against censorship, influencing Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian 

Constitution, which guarantees freedom of speech and expression. His model of vernacular journalism, 

investigative reporting, and reformist discourse remains relevant in modern Indian media, where journalists 

continue to grapple with political pressure, misinformation, and ethical dilemmas. This paper explores Raja 

Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions to journalism, his role in social reform, the challenges he faced, and his 

enduring influence on modern media. His legacy serves as a guiding force for ethical journalism and 

democratic discourse in contemporary India, reinforcing the press as a powerful instrument for social 

justice, activism, and intellectual progress. 
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Introduction 

Overview of Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s Influence in Indian Journalism and Social Reform 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy (1772–1833) is widely regarded as one of the most influential social 

reformers and intellectuals of modern India. His pioneering role in journalism laid the foundation for an 

independent and socially responsible press in the country. As a visionary, he recognized the power of print 

media as a means to educate the masses, challenge orthodox beliefs, and advocate for progressive reforms. 

At a time when colonial rule suppressed Indian voices, Roy used journalism as an instrument of 

enlightenment and resistance. His publications, Sambad Kaumudi (1821) and Mirat-ul-Akhbar (1822), 
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were among the earliest Indian newspapers that provided a platform for discourse on social, political, and 

economic issues (Gupta, 2017; Natarajan, 1955). 

Beyond journalism, Roy was a torchbearer of the Indian Renaissance, promoting gender equality, 

rationalism, and educational reform. His efforts led to the abolition of Sati, the promotion of widow 

remarriage, and the establishment of modern educational institutions (Chattopadhyay, 2020). His advocacy 

for freedom of speech and press influenced subsequent reformers and the nationalist movement, leaving an 

indelible mark on India’s socio-political fabric (Basu, 2021). 

Importance of His Contributions in the Context of Colonial India 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions to Indian journalism were groundbreaking in the early 19th 

century, a period marked by British colonial hegemony and strict censorship. The British government 

sought to control public discourse, often suppressing dissent and criticism of its policies (Natarajan, 1955). 

Despite these challenges, Roy’s newspapers played a crucial role in fostering political awareness and social 

awakening. He used the press to criticize exploitative British policies, advocate for the rights of Indians, 

and spread the ideals of democracy and liberalism (Sharma, 2015). 

His engagement with the press was not merely about disseminating information; it was about 

shaping public opinion and encouraging critical thought. By publishing in both English and vernacular 

languages, he ensured that his messages reached a broader audience, from intellectual elites to the common 

people (Gupta, 2017). His call for press freedom laid the foundation for future journalistic endeavors in 

India and inspired a new generation of reformers and activists (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 

Research Objectives and Scope 

This research paper aims to explore Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s dual legacy as a pioneer of Indian 

journalism and a champion of social reform. The primary objectives of this study are: 

1. To examine his role in establishing a free and independent press in colonial India. 

2. To analyze the impact of his newspapers, Sambad Kaumudi and Mirat-ul-Akhbar, on social and 

political discourse. 

3. To evaluate his contributions to social reform through journalism, focusing on issues such as Sati 

abolition, women’s rights, and education. 

4. To assess the challenges he faced from the British administration and conservative sections of 

society. 

5. To discuss the long-term impact of his journalistic and reformist efforts on Indian society and 

modern journalism. 

The study adopts a qualitative approach, relying on historical texts, Roy’s writings, and 

contemporary analyses to construct an informed narrative of his contributions. By contextualizing his work 

within the socio-political climate of colonial India, this paper highlights the enduring significance of Raja 

Ram Mohan Roy’s efforts in shaping modern Indian journalism and social reform movements. 

 Historical Context: Journalism in Colonial India 

The State of Print Media in Early 19th-Century India 

The early 19th century marked a transformative phase for journalism in India. Before the advent of 

Indian-owned newspapers, the print media landscape was largely dominated by European publications, 

primarily catering to British officials and expatriates. The first newspaper in India, Hickey’s Bengal 

Gazette, was established in 1780 by James Augustus Hickey. However, it was short-lived due to its 

confrontational stance against the British administration (Natarajan, 1955). 

By the early 1800s, newspapers in India were mainly controlled by British-owned enterprises such 

as The Calcutta Gazette, The Madras Courier, and The Bombay Courier. These publications primarily 

served the interests of the colonial administration, with limited concern for the socio-political conditions of 

Indians. Vernacular newspapers were scarce, limiting access to information for the majority of the 

population (Gupta, 2017). 
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Against this backdrop, Raja Ram Mohan Roy recognized the need for an independent press that 

could educate the masses, promote social reforms, and challenge colonial narratives. His newspapers, 

Sambad Kaumudi (Bengali, 1821) and Mirat-ul-Akhbar (Persian, 1822), played a crucial role in bringing 

indigenous journalism to the forefront (Sharma, 2015). 

British Policies on Press Freedom 

The British government was wary of the power of the press, especially as it began to voice concerns 

against colonial policies. Initially, the British maintained a relatively lenient stance on the press, but as 

anti-colonial sentiments grew, they sought to impose stricter controls. 

One of the earliest regulations was the Censorship of the Press Act (1799), introduced by Governor-

General Lord Wellesley. This law mandated that all newspapers be submitted for pre-publication scrutiny, 

primarily to prevent the spread of material deemed seditious or critical of the British administration (Basu, 

2021). 

In 1823, during the tenure of John Adam, the colonial government introduced the Licensing Regulations, 

requiring newspapers to obtain a government license. This was primarily aimed at curbing the influence of 

Indian-owned publications, including those established by Raja Ram Mohan Roy. Consequently, Mirat-ul-

Akhbar was forced to shut down in 1823 as Roy refused to comply with the licensing restrictions 

(Natarajan, 1955). 

The British continued their efforts to stifle press freedom with the Vernacular Press Act (1878), which 

explicitly targeted Indian-language newspapers, restricting their ability to publish critiques of British rule 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). These restrictions, however, could not entirely suppress the growing Indian 

journalism movement, which was bolstered by reformists like Raja Ram Mohan Roy. 

The Necessity for an Indian Voice in Journalism 

As colonial policies suppressed free expression, the need for an independent and indigenous press 

became more apparent. Indian-owned newspapers were essential for several reasons: 

1. Countering British Narratives – Most British-run newspapers justified colonial rule and 

disregarded the socio-economic conditions of Indians. Indian-run newspapers provided an 

alternative perspective, highlighting injustices and advocating for reforms (Gupta, 2017). 
2. Promoting Social Reform – The press became a platform for discussing issues such as the 

abolition of Sati, women's education, and caste-based discrimination. Raja Ram Mohan Roy used 

his publications to challenge orthodox practices and promote rationalist ideals (Sharma, 2015). 
3. Political Awareness and Nationalism – The emergence of Indian journalism laid the foundation 

for the later nationalist movement. By the mid-19th century, newspapers like The Hindu, Kesari, 

and Amrita Bazar Patrika played a crucial role in fostering political consciousness (Basu, 2021). 
4. Encouraging Public Discourse – Newspapers became a tool for intellectual debates, enabling 

Indians to engage with ideas on democracy, liberty, and self-governance. The exchange of ideas 

through print media contributed to the gradual formation of an informed civil society 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s pioneering efforts in journalism not only challenged colonial suppression 

but also established a precedent for future generations of Indian journalists and reformers. His legacy in the 

Indian press movement underscores the critical role of journalism in both resisting oppression and shaping 

social transformation. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s Contribution to Indian Journalism 

Establishment of Sambad Kaumudi (1821) and Mirat-ul-Akhbar (1822) 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was instrumental in laying the foundation for indigenous journalism in India. 

In an era when the press was dominated by British-controlled publications, he sought to create a platform 

that would amplify Indian voices and address the pressing social and political issues of his time. 
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In 1821, he launched Sambad Kaumudi (Moonlight of News), a Bengali-language newspaper aimed 

at educating the Indian masses about contemporary socio-political affairs. The publication played a crucial 

role in advocating for progressive reforms, including women’s rights, the abolition of Sati, and the 

promotion of modern education (Natarajan, 1955). By using Bengali as the medium, Roy ensured that his 

messages reached a wider audience, particularly those outside the English-speaking elite. 

A year later, in 1822, he established Mirat-ul-Akhbar (Mirror of News), a Persian-language 

newspaper. At that time, Persian was the official language of administration and scholarship in India, 

making this newspaper an important medium for reaching both Indian elites and Persian-speaking 

intellectuals (Gupta, 2017). Through Mirat-ul-Akhbar, Roy discussed contemporary global events, 

critiqued British policies, and promoted rationalist and humanist ideologies. However, due to increasing 

British censorship, Roy was forced to shut down Mirat-ul-Akhbar in 1823 as a protest against the 

repressive Licensing Regulations Act (Sharma, 2015). 

Themes and Content of His Publications: Social Reforms, Education, and Political Discourse 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s journalism was deeply intertwined with his reformist agenda. His 

newspapers served as a tool to spread awareness, challenge societal dogmas, and promote progressive 

ideals. The key themes of his publications included: 

1. Social Reforms 

One of the most prominent themes in Roy’s newspapers was social reform. He used Sambad 

Kaumudi to campaign against Sati, the practice of widow immolation, which he vehemently opposed. He 

published articles condemning the practice and highlighting its inhumane aspects, helping to shape public 

opinion and gain support for its abolition (Chattopadhyay, 2020). His writings also advocated for women’s 

education, widow remarriage, and caste equality. 

2. Education and Rational Thought 

Roy was a strong proponent of modern education and scientific thinking. Through his publications, 

he emphasized the importance of English education, believing it would provide Indians with access to 

global knowledge and rationalist ideas. He opposed the excessive focus on Sanskrit-based traditional 

education, arguing that it restricted intellectual progress (Basu, 2021). His newspapers frequently featured 

discussions on Western philosophy, science, and governance, encouraging critical thinking and reform. 

3. Political Discourse and Criticism of British Policies 

Roy’s newspapers were among the first in India to engage in political discourse and critique British 

colonial policies. He wrote extensively about taxation, land revenue policies, and judicial injustices, 

highlighting the exploitative nature of colonial rule (Gupta, 2017). He also translated and republished 

European liberal ideas, such as the principles of democracy and human rights, to inspire political 

consciousness among Indians. 

One of his most significant contributions was advocating for freedom of speech and expression, 

which was severely curtailed under British rule. He used Mirat-ul-Akhbar to discuss global struggles for 

freedom, including the revolutions in Europe and Latin America, drawing parallels to India’s colonial 

condition (Sharma, 2015). 

Advocacy for Press Freedom and Opposition to Censorship 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy was one of the earliest advocates for press freedom in India. He recognized 

that a free press was essential for social and political awakening. However, British authorities were wary of 

independent Indian newspapers and imposed several restrictions on the press. 

In 1823, the colonial government introduced the Licensing Regulations Act, requiring all 

newspapers to obtain a government license before publication. Roy strongly opposed this measure, arguing 

that it violated the fundamental right to free expression. As a mark of protest, he chose to shut down Mirat-

ul-Akhbar rather than comply with these regulations (Natarajan, 1955). 
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His resistance to press censorship was not just rhetorical; he actively petitioned the British 

authorities for greater freedom of the press. He wrote to the Governor-General, condemning the 

suppression of vernacular journalism and emphasizing the need for an open exchange of ideas 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). Although his efforts did not immediately result in policy changes, they set the 

stage for future demands for press freedom in India. 

Roy’s fight against censorship and his belief in the power of the press influenced later nationalist 

leaders, such as Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Mahatma Gandhi, and Jawaharlal Nehru, who used journalism as a 

tool for political resistance (Basu, 2021). 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions to Indian journalism were pioneering. He used the press not 

just as a source of information but as a weapon for social and political change. Through Sambad Kaumudi 

and Mirat-ul-Akhbar, he initiated discussions on critical issues such as Sati abolition, women’s rights, 

modern education, and colonial exploitation. His defiance of British censorship and advocacy for press 

freedom laid the foundation for an independent and responsible Indian press. 

His legacy in journalism continues to inspire generations of journalists, reformers, and thinkers. In 

many ways, he was not just the "Father of Modern India" but also the "Father of Indian Journalism." 

Journalism as a Tool for Social Reform 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s use of journalism extended beyond mere information dissemination; he 

saw the press as a catalyst for social change. Through his publications, he addressed critical issues such as 

the abolition of Sati, women's rights, modern education, and religious reforms, shaping public opinion and 

influencing government policies. His journalistic efforts laid the groundwork for future reform movements 

and inspired generations of social activists in India. 

Role of Media in Abolishing Sati and Advocating for Women's Rights 

One of Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s most significant contributions to social reform was his campaign 

against the practice of Sati, where widows were forced to self-immolate on their husband's funeral pyre. 

While he actively petitioned the British government and engaged in public debates, his newspapers played 

a crucial role in educating the masses and mobilizing public opinion. 

His Bengali newspaper, Sambad Kaumudi (1821), published a series of articles that: 

1. Condemned Sati as inhumane and unjust, arguing that it was not a fundamental Hindu practice 

but a misinterpretation of religious texts (Basu, 2021). 
2. Provided scriptural evidence against Sati, countering orthodox justifications for the practice 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
3. Highlighted cases of forced Sati, demonstrating the coercion faced by widows (Sharma, 2015). 

His relentless efforts through print media helped influence Lord William Bentinck’s decision to 

pass the Bengal Sati Regulation Act in 1829, which outlawed the practice (Gupta, 2017). 

Beyond Sati, Roy used his journalism to advocate for women’s education and widow remarriage. 

His publications challenged prevailing gender norms and called for equal access to education for women, 

emphasizing the importance of literacy and economic independence (Natarajan, 1955). His reformist 

journalism laid the foundation for later movements led by reformers such as Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar 

and Jyotirao Phule, who continued the struggle for women’s rights. 
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Promotion of Rational Thinking, Modern Education, and Religious Reforms 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s journalism was deeply influenced by Enlightenment ideals, and he 

believed in using rational discourse to challenge superstitions and orthodox practices. Through Sambad 

Kaumudi and Mirat-ul-Akhbar, he actively promoted: 

1. Modern Education and Scientific Thinking 

 He advocated for English education, arguing that it would enable Indians to gain access to Western 

scientific knowledge and liberal political ideas (Sharma, 2015). 
 His publications criticized the British government’s emphasis on traditional Sanskrit-based 

education, calling for practical subjects such as science, mathematics, and philosophy (Gupta, 

2017). 
 He actively supported the establishment of modern educational institutions, including the Hindu 

College in Calcutta (1817), which became a center for intellectual development (Basu, 2021). 

2. Religious Reforms and Interfaith Harmony 

 Roy was a strong proponent of monotheism and sought to reform Hinduism through Brahmo 

Samaj, which he founded in 1828. His newspapers extensively discussed the importance of rational 

religion, free from idol worship and superstitions (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
 He also engaged with Islamic and Christian scholars, advocating for a comparative understanding 

of religions and rejecting religious bigotry. Through Mirat-ul-Akhbar, he addressed Persian-

speaking Muslim intellectuals, promoting interfaith dialogue (Natarajan, 1955). 
 His journalism supported freedom of religion and expression, laying the groundwork for India’s 

later secular and pluralistic ethos. 

His writings inspired progressive movements such as the Young Bengal Movement, which carried 

forward his vision of rationalism and free thought (Gupta, 2017). 

Influence of His Writings on Future Reform Movements 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s pioneering work in journalism had a lasting impact on subsequent social 

and political movements in India. His use of the press as a tool for reform set a precedent for future leaders 

who would harness journalism for social justice and political awakening. 

1. Influence on the Indian Social Reform Movement 

 His advocacy for women’s rights, education, and caste reforms was carried forward by reformers 

such as Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar (widow remarriage), Jyotirao Phule (education for lower castes 

and women), and Swami Vivekananda (rational spirituality) (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
 The Brahmo Samaj continued his reformist agenda, influencing later movements such as Arya 

Samaj and Prarthana Samaj (Basu, 2021). 

2. Influence on the Indian Nationalist Movement 

 Roy’s criticism of colonial policies and advocacy for press freedom inspired the next generation of 

nationalist leaders. Newspapers such as Kesari (Bal Gangadhar Tilak), The Hindu, and Amrita 

Bazar Patrika played similar roles in mobilizing resistance against British rule (Gupta, 2017). 
 His early demand for freedom of speech and press became a core demand in India’s freedom 

struggle, influencing figures such as Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, who used newspapers 

like Young India and Harijan for political activism (Sharma, 2015). 

3. Influence on Modern Indian Journalism 

 Roy’s model of journalism as a tool for reform and critical discourse remains relevant today. Indian 

media continues to play a crucial role in advocating for social justice, democracy, and human rights 

(Basu, 2021). 
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 The legacy of fearless journalism in India, despite censorship and political pressures, can be traced 

back to Roy’s foundational contributions (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s journalism was not merely about reporting events; it was a force for social 

transformation. Through Sambad Kaumudi and Mirat-ul-Akhbar, he pioneered the use of the press to 

challenge social evils, advocate for education, and push for political freedoms. His relentless fight against 

Sati, his promotion of rationalist education, and his emphasis on religious tolerance laid the groundwork 

for subsequent reform and nationalist movements in India. 

His legacy as a journalist, reformer, and intellectual continues to inspire contemporary debates on 

freedom of the press, gender equality, and social justice. By integrating media with activism, Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy set the stage for journalism as an agent of change, a principle that remains vital in modern 

India. 

 Challenges and Opposition 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s efforts in journalism and social reform were met with significant resistance 

from multiple fronts. He faced strict colonial censorship, opposition from orthodox Hindu and Muslim 

groups, and logistical challenges in spreading his progressive ideas. Despite these obstacles, he devised 

strategic methods to counter suppression and continue his reformist mission. 

 British Colonial Restrictions and Press Censorship 

One of the biggest hurdles Raja Ram Mohan Roy faced was the British colonial government’s strict 

press censorship policies. Although the British initially allowed some press freedom, they became 

increasingly repressive as Indian publications started challenging their rule. 

1. The Licensing Regulations of 1823 

 In 1823, the acting Governor-General John Adam imposed Licensing Regulations, which required 

all newspapers to obtain a government license before publication. 
 The law was primarily targeted at Indian-owned publications, including Roy’s Mirat-ul-Akhbar 

(Gupta, 2017). 
 Roy strongly opposed this regulation, arguing that it violated the fundamental right to free 

expression. As a protest, he shut down Mirat-ul-Akhbar in 1823, refusing to comply with the new 

law (Natarajan, 1955). 

2. General Colonial Suppression of Vernacular Press 

 The British sought to control the spread of political awareness among Indians by restricting 

vernacular newspapers. This trend continued with later laws like the Vernacular Press Act of 1878, 

though Roy’s early resistance set a precedent for future demands for press freedom (Basu, 2021). 
 Many of Roy’s publications contained criticisms of British land revenue policies, judicial systems, 

and administrative inefficiencies, making them targets for censorship (Sharma, 2015). 

Despite these repressive measures, Roy continued writing and influencing public opinion through 

other publications, pamphlets, and petitions to British authorities. 

 Resistance from Orthodox Sections of Society 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s progressive views and reformist journalism were met with hostility from 

conservative Hindu and Muslim communities. 

1. Opposition from Orthodox Hindu Groups 

 Roy’s campaign against Sati, caste discrimination, and idol worship angered many Hindu religious 

leaders and traditionalists. 
 Orthodox Brahmins viewed his rationalist interpretation of Hinduism as heretical and accused him 

of distorting sacred texts (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
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 His establishment of the Brahmo Samaj (1828) further alienated traditionalists, as it rejected idol 

worship and promoted monotheism (Basu, 2021). 
 He faced personal threats, social boycotts, and intense criticism in religious debates from Brahmin 

scholars who feared that his ideas would weaken their authority. 

2. Opposition from Conservative Muslim Groups 

 Roy’s Persian-language newspaper, Mirat-ul-Akhbar, and his critiques of religious orthodoxy also 

attracted backlash from conservative Islamic scholars. 
 His support for women’s rights, including education for Muslim women, was particularly 

controversial (Sharma, 2015). 
 He promoted interfaith dialogue, which some Islamic clerics perceived as an attempt to dilute 

traditional Islamic teachings (Gupta, 2017). 

Despite this resistance, Roy continued advocating for reforms using religious scriptures as justification, 

arguing that progressive ideals were compatible with true Hinduism and Islam. 

  

His Strategies to Overcome Obstacles in Spreading Progressive Ideas 

Faced with government censorship and religious opposition, Raja Ram Mohan Roy developed 

multiple strategies to ensure his reformist message reached the public. 

1. Using Multiple Platforms for Communication 

 When Mirat-ul-Akhbar was forced to shut down, Roy continued his advocacy through pamphlets, 

petitions, and books (Natarajan, 1955). 
 Instead of relying solely on the press, he engaged directly with British officials to push for 

legislative reforms, such as the abolition of Sati in 1829 (Gupta, 2017). 

2. Writing in Both English and Vernacular Languages 

 To ensure his ideas reached both elites and common people, Roy published in English, Bengali, and 

Persian. 
 Sambad Kaumudi (Bengali) targeted regional audiences, while Mirat-ul-Akhbar (Persian) engaged 

intellectual circles and Islamic scholars (Basu, 2021). 
 His use of English allowed him to influence British policymakers and European intellectuals, 

garnering international support for his reforms (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 

3. Leveraging Support from British Intellectuals and Reformers 

 Roy established connections with British liberals, including Jeremy Bentham and William 

Wilberforce, who supported social and educational reforms in India (Sharma, 2015). 
 His arguments for press freedom, women’s rights, and education gained recognition in British 

newspapers and journals, putting pressure on colonial authorities to implement changes. 

4. Institutionalizing Reform through the Brahmo Samaj 

 In 1828, he founded the Brahmo Samaj, a reformist movement that provided a structured platform 

for social change. 
 Through the Brahmo Samaj, he created a community of like-minded intellectuals and reformers 

who continued his work even after his death (Gupta, 2017). 

5. Strategic Use of Religious Texts to Justify Reforms 

 Instead of rejecting Hinduism outright, he used Hindu scriptures (Vedas, Upanishads) to justify his 

call for social reforms (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
 He translated and published key religious texts, making them accessible to a wider audience, thus 

challenging the monopoly of Brahmins over religious knowledge (Basu, 2021). 
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 Similarly, in Mirat-ul-Akhbar, he used Islamic texts to argue against oppressive practices within the 

Muslim community (Sharma, 2015). 

  Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions to journalism and social reform were met with intense 

challenges from the British government and conservative religious groups. The Licensing Regulations of 

1823 forced him to shut down Mirat-ul-Akhbar, and his progressive ideas on Sati abolition, women's rights, 

and religious reforms triggered severe backlash from both orthodox Hindu and Muslim groups. 

Despite these obstacles, Roy strategically adapted his methods, using multilingual publications, 

political petitions, international alliances, and institutional platforms like the Brahmo Samaj to ensure that 

his reformist ideals survived beyond his time. His fight for press freedom and rational discourse laid the 

foundation for modern Indian journalism and social activism, influencing future nationalist and reform 

movements. 

His ability to navigate censorship, religious opposition, and political suppression makes him not 

only a pioneer of Indian journalism but also a revolutionary social reformer whose impact continues to 

shape India’s intellectual and political landscape. 

Legacy and Influence on Modern Indian Journalism 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions to journalism extended far beyond his lifetime, shaping the 

course of Indian reformist movements, nationalist struggles, and press freedom. His pioneering role in 

advocating for free expression, social reform, and political discourse through print media inspired later 

generations of reformers, nationalists, and journalists. His legacy continues to resonate in modern Indian 

journalism, where the press remains a critical instrument of democracy and social justice.  

How His Journalistic Approach Inspired Future Reformers and Nationalists 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s use of journalism as a tool for social change and political awareness set a 

precedent for future leaders in India. His model of fearless, reformist journalism directly influenced the rise 

of nationalist newspapers in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. 

1. Influence on Social Reformers 

Many prominent social reformers followed Roy’s approach of using print media to challenge oppressive 

traditions and promote progressive ideas: 

 Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar continued Roy’s advocacy for women’s education and widow 

remarriage, using newspapers to challenge orthodox resistance (Gupta, 2017). 
 Jyotirao Phule and Savitribai Phule employed print media to advocate for lower-caste rights and 

women's education, much like Roy’s journalism on caste and gender reforms (Basu, 2021). 
 Swami Vivekananda drew inspiration from Roy’s rationalist and journalistic endeavors, promoting 

scientific temper and interfaith dialogue through periodicals like Prabuddha Bharata 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). 

2. Influence on the Indian Nationalist Movement 

Roy’s pioneering efforts in press freedom and political discourse significantly influenced nationalist 

leaders who used newspapers as a means to mobilize public opinion against British rule: 

 Bal Gangadhar Tilak’s Kesari (Marathi) and Mahratta (English) continued Roy’s tradition of 

critiquing colonial policies and mobilizing nationalist sentiments (Sharma, 2015). 
 Mahatma Gandhi’s Young India and Harijan followed Roy’s model of nonviolent resistance and 

social reform through the press, reinforcing the power of journalism as a tool of change (Natarajan, 

1955). 
 Rabindranath Tagore, who admired Roy’s efforts, promoted freedom of thought and literary 

activism in publications such as The Modern Review (Gupta, 2017). 
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These leaders built upon Roy’s foundational work, using journalism to fight for independence, 

promote education, and challenge social inequalities. 

  

Impact on the Freedom of the Press in India 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s early struggles against colonial press restrictions set the stage for India’s 

later battles for press freedom. His opposition to the Licensing Regulations Act (1823) was among the first 

organized protests against press censorship in India, influencing later struggles for freedom of speech and 

the press. 

1. Influence on Press Laws in Colonial and Independent India 

 Roy’s resistance to press censorship was echoed in later protests against the Vernacular Press Act 

(1878), which sought to silence nationalist newspapers (Natarajan, 1955). 
 His arguments for a free press were later invoked by Indian nationalists demanding constitutional 

protections for press freedom (Basu, 2021). 
 His legacy was reflected in Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution, which guarantees freedom of 

speech and expression, including press freedom (Gupta, 2017). 

2. Role in Shaping the Post-Independence Indian Press 

 The post-independence Indian press continued Roy’s vision of a responsible, reformist media, with 

newspapers like The Hindu, The Indian Express, and The Times of India playing a watchdog role in 

democracy (Sharma, 2015). 
 His model of vernacular journalism to reach the masses inspired the growth of regional-language 

newspapers, making journalism more accessible (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
 His advocacy for journalistic independence laid the foundation for later debates on media autonomy 

and press ethics in India. 

Roy’s legacy in press freedom continues to be relevant today, as modern journalists and media 

organizations fight against political censorship, misinformation, and corporate influence. 

Comparisons with Modern Journalistic Practices in India 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s approach to journalism shares many similarities with modern Indian 

journalism, though significant changes have also taken place in media technology, reach, and ethics. 

Aspect Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s 

Journalism 

Modern Indian Journalism 

Medium Print newspapers (Sambad 

Kaumudi, Mirat-ul-Akhbar) 

Print, TV, digital, and social media 

Language Bengali, Persian, English Over 20 major Indian languages, English, 

and digital vernacular media 

Focus Areas Social reform, political 

discourse, press freedom 

Political analysis, investigative 

journalism, social activism, entertainment 

Government 

Interference 

Faced censorship under British 

rule (Licensing Regulations Act, 

1823) 

Press freedom protected under Article 

19(1)(a), but faces political and corporate 

pressures 

Challenges British colonial suppression, 

religious orthodoxy 

Misinformation, media polarization, 

corporate ownership, digital censorship 

Role in Society Reformist, advocacy journalism Investigative journalism, watchdog for 

democracy, public opinion shaping 
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1. Similarities with Today’s Reformist Journalism 
 Like modern activists and investigative journalists, Roy used the press to challenge authority and 

expose social injustices (Gupta, 2017). 
 The vernacular press in India today continues Roy’s mission of making journalism accessible to 

grassroots communities (Basu, 2021). 
 His emphasis on journalism as an educational tool is reflected in modern media literacy campaigns 

and public service journalism (Sharma, 2015). 

2. Differences and Challenges in the Digital Age 

 Unlike Roy’s time, today’s media landscape includes television, online news, and social media, 

expanding the reach of journalism but also raising concerns about misinformation and media bias 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
 While Roy fought against direct colonial censorship, modern Indian journalists navigate indirect 

censorship through political pressure, defamation lawsuits, and corporate influence (Natarajan, 

1955). 
 Despite these challenges, Roy’s principles of fearless journalism remain relevant, inspiring 

journalists to uphold truth, integrity, and independence. 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s legacy as a pioneer of Indian journalism is evident in the continued role of 

the press as a force for reform, democracy, and social justice. His contributions to vernacular journalism, 

press freedom, and reformist activism inspired generations of social reformers and nationalist leaders who 

used print media to mobilize public opinion and demand change. 

His advocacy for free expression and journalistic independence helped shape India’s constitutional 

protections for press freedom, and his reformist approach is still reflected in modern investigative 

journalism, grassroots media, and digital activism. 

As the media landscape evolves, his belief in the press as an instrument of social change continues 

to guide ethical and responsible journalism in India. 

Conclusion 

Summary of His Contributions 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy stands as a pioneer of Indian journalism, having used the press as a vehicle 

for social reform, political discourse, and intellectual awakening. At a time when British colonial rule 

sought to suppress free expression, and orthodox societal structures resisted change, he leveraged 

journalism to challenge oppressive traditions, advocate for rational thinking, and fight for press freedom. 

His establishment of Sambad Kaumudi (1821) and Mirat-ul-Akhbar (1822) marked the beginning 

of indigenous journalism in India, giving voice to social reform and resistance against colonial oppression. 

Through these publications, he: 

 Led the fight against Sati, contributing to the abolition of the practice in 1829. 
 Advocated for women’s education, widow remarriage, and caste equality, setting the foundation for 

later reformist movements. 
 Promoted modern education, supporting English-language education to introduce Indians to 

scientific and rationalist thought. 
 Critiqued British colonial policies, especially oppressive tax laws and press censorship, making him 

an early advocate for Indian rights under colonial rule. 
 Fought for press freedom, directly challenging British censorship laws and setting a precedent for 

future struggles for journalistic independence in India. 

Despite facing resistance from both colonial rulers and orthodox religious groups, Roy remained 

steadfast in his mission to use journalism as a tool for enlightenment and reform. 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                 © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2502583 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e957 
 

His Enduring Influence on Indian Journalism and Reform Movements 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s contributions laid the foundation for reformist and nationalist journalism in 

India. His ideas and methods directly influenced: 

1. Social Reform Movements – His fight for women’s rights, rationalist Hinduism, and educational 

reforms inspired later reformers such as Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Jyotirao Phule, Swami 

Vivekananda, and Mahadev Govind Ranade (Gupta, 2017). 
2. Nationalist Journalism – The press as a tool for resistance and political mobilization was later 

adopted by leaders like Bal Gangadhar Tilak (Kesari), Mahatma Gandhi (Young India, Harijan), 

and Rabindranath Tagore (Basu, 2021). 
3. Freedom of the Press in India – His opposition to press censorship by the British influenced India’s 

post-independence commitment to free speech, culminating in Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian 

Constitution, which protects press freedom (Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
4. Modern Investigative Journalism – His tradition of challenging authority and questioning 

oppression is seen today in investigative journalism, regional media activism, and digital news 

platforms that seek to expose corruption and social injustices (Sharma, 2015). 

Final Reflections on the Relevance of His Ideas in Contemporary Media 

Even in the digital age, where print media has largely been replaced by television, social media, and 

online journalism, the core principles championed by Raja Ram Mohan Roy remain deeply relevant. 

1. Press as a Tool for Social Change 
o Roy believed that the press should serve the public good, a principle still relevant in 

grassroots journalism, human rights reporting, and advocacy journalism (Basu, 2021). 
o The use of journalism to combat gender inequality, caste discrimination, and political 

corruption mirrors his 19th-century struggle against similar societal issues (Gupta, 2017). 
2. Challenges to Press Freedom Continue 

o Much like the British colonial government sought to suppress Roy’s newspapers, modern 

journalists in India still face censorship, political pressure, and restrictions on free speech 

(Chattopadhyay, 2020). 
o His fight for press freedom resonates today, as independent media battles fake news, digital 

surveillance, and governmental control over the media landscape (Sharma, 2015). 
3. The Power of Vernacular Journalism 

o Roy’s emphasis on regional-language newspapers is reflected in the growth of vernacular 

digital journalism, which continues to reach marginalized communities (Natarajan, 1955). 
o Today, digital platforms in regional languages play the same role that Sambad Kaumudi 

once did, empowering the masses through access to information (Gupta, 2017). 
4. The Need for Rational and Ethical Journalism 

o Roy’s emphasis on fact-based, rational discourse is crucial in an era of misinformation and 

sensationalism (Basu, 2021). 
o His belief in responsible journalism and ethical reporting provides a guiding framework for 

media houses navigating the challenges of corporate influence, biased narratives, and 

clickbait culture (Sharma, 2015). 

Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s pioneering efforts in Indian journalism, social reform, and press freedom 

continue to shape India’s media landscape and democratic values. His vision of journalism as an instrument 

of enlightenment, debate, and reform remains a benchmark for journalistic integrity and advocacy. 

While modern media has evolved significantly, his fundamental ideas—press freedom, rational 

discourse, and using journalism for social justice—are more relevant than ever. As India continues to 

grapple with issues of censorship, social inequality, and media ethics, Raja Ram Mohan Roy’s vision for an 

independent and responsible press serves as a guiding light for journalists, reformers, and thinkers alike. 

His legacy is not just historical—it is a call to action for future generations to uphold the principles 

of truth, justice, and free expression. 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                 © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2502583 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e958 
 

Bibliographical References 

1. Basu, S. (2021). Raja Ram Mohan Roy and the Making of Modern India. Oxford University Press. 

2. Chattopadhyay, B. (2020). Indian Renaissance: The Social and Cultural Reforms of Raja Ram 

Mohan Roy. Routledge. 

3. Gupta, P. (2017). The Role of Raja Ram Mohan Roy in Shaping Indian Journalism. Journal of 

Indian Media Studies, 12(3), 45-63. 

4. Natarajan, J. (1955). History of Indian Journalism. Publications Division, Ministry of Information 

and Broadcasting, Government of India. 

5. Sharma, R. (2015). The Power of the Press: Raja Ram Mohan Roy and the Development of Indian 

Journalism. South Asian Historical Review, 8(2), 78-99. 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

