
www.ijcrt.org                                                       © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 8 August 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2408516 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e1 
 

“Search For Identity: Hegemony Of The West On 

The East In Aravind Adiga’s The White Tiger” 
 

Dr. Nancy Yadav{1} 

Assistant Professor, Department of English, Galgotias University, Greater Noida, UP 

Priyanshi Wadhwa{2} 

Research Scholar, Department of English, Galgotias University, Greater Noida, UP 

 

Abstract 

Published in 2008, Aravind Adiga’s Man-Booker Prize winning debut novel The White Tiger, has garnered 

critical acclaim for its unflinching portrayal of contemporary India. This paper will showcase how factors like 

Social Identity, Hegemonic discourses of the west, India’s rapid modernization and how these factors 

intertwine to create identity crisis. As we delve deeper into Balram's story, we can examine how he grapples 

with these societal limitations, how they influence his choices, and whether he finds a way to navigate the 

weight of the world on his shoulders, or if he succumbs to the despair it breeds. Employing a post-colonial 

framework, exploring the Hegemonic discourses, impacts of western hegemony, global north and south 

dynamics and the protagonist’s quest for social identity, this research examines how Adiga’s narrative 

critiques the impact of hegemonic discourses on the social identity of the underclass in India’s social. The 

analysis reveals that Adiga's protagonist, Balram Halwai, embodies the construct of India’s rapid 

modernization and the presence of hybrid identity.  This study contributes to a deeper understanding of how 

The White Tiger challenges prevailing narratives about the impact of western hegemony in India and the 

underclass’ struggle for identity. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                       © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 8 August 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2408516 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org e2 
 

 Key Words. Post-colonial, Social Identity, Hegemony, Western Hegemony, Rapid Modernization, Hybrid 

Identity 

 

Introduction  

Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger isn't just a story of ambition and escape; it's a profound exploration of the 

labyrinthine nature of identity. Here, identity isn't a fixed destination but a constantly evolving journey, 

shaped by a complex interplay of social structures, personal aspirations, and the winds of change sweeping 

through a nation in flux. 

At the heart of this exploration lies Balram Halwai, our unreliable yet captivating narrator. Uprooted from the 

stifling confines of the "Darkness" – his ancestral village steeped in tradition and the rigid caste system – 

Balram embarks on a physical and metaphorical odyssey to Delhi, the vibrant and chaotic "Light" of modern 

India. This physical journey becomes intertwined with a deeper yearning for self-discovery.  

Balram's life in the village has been defined by his caste – the lowly "Halwais", relegated to servitude. This 

preordained role becomes a suffocating mask he desperately wants to shed. As he witnesses the opulence of 

his employers, the family of Ashok and Pinky Madam, a sense of dissonance arises. Their Westernized 

lifestyle, a stark contrast to his own, becomes a potent symbol of a different kind of life, one filled with 

opportunity and self-determination. This exposure becomes a catalyst, shattering the mirror of the identity he's 

been forced to accept. 

The White Tiger compels us to move beyond the simplistic notion of a fixed identity. It invites us to embrace 

the complexities of self-discovery, particularly within the context of a rapidly changing society where 

tradition and modernity clash, and social mobility remains an elusive dream for many. It's a story that 

resonates not just in the bustling streets of Delhi but in the hearts of anyone who has ever grappled with the 

question: "Who am I, and who do I want to become?" 

To further enrich the analysis, consider comparing Balram's experiences with other characters in the novel. 

How does Pinky Madam, raised in a wealthy Indian household exposed to Western culture, grapple with her 

identity? Does the family's driver in Delhi face similar struggles? Examining these parallels strengthens the 

understanding of how Western hegemony shapes identity across social classes. Additionally, drawing 
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connections to real-world examples of identity politics in India or other developing nations can add depth to 

the analysis. Are there contemporary social movements that resonate with Balram's struggle? How does the 

novel reflect broader anxieties about globalization's impact on cultural identity? By delving deeper into these 

questions, this paper becomes not just about a single character's journey, but a powerful commentary on the 

complexities of identity in a globalized world. 

Analysis Of Hegemonic Discourses 

In The White Tiger, Aravind Adiga weaves a powerful narrative that exposes the insidious influence of 

hegemonic discourses – dominant narratives and value systems – shaped by Western ideals. These discourses 

function as a potent external influence, influencing characters' identities and limiting their ability to express 

themselves true to themselves.  

 

The allure of the West is portrayed in the book as an alluring but warped reflection. Indian civilization is 

influenced by Western ideas of money, consumerism, and individualism, especially in urban areas like Delhi. 

Balram learns about this through his drawings, which serve as a motivator for the wealthy Ashok. As a result, 

he becomes acutely aware of the sharp contrast between his own life and the ostensibly limitless potential that 

his employers represent. His goals are further fueled by the influence of Western media and consumer culture, 

which also contributes to his traditional sense of discontent.  

 

Despite the pervasive influence of hegemonic discourses, the novel offers a glimmer of hope for resistance. 

Balram's sharp wit and his cunning defiance against the system demonstrate a capacity to challenge imposed 

narratives. His act of violence, while morally ambiguous, can be seen as a desperate attempt to break free 

from the constraints of his preordained identity. 

By deconstructing the power of hegemonic forces, Adiga compels us to question the universality of Western 

ideals and the impact they have on identity formation in a globalized world. He invites us to consider the 

importance of reclaiming and asserting one's own authentic identity, even in the face of powerful external 

forces. 
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Impact Of Western Hegemony 

A Deeper Look at Western Hegemony's Impact: Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger isn't just a story of ambition 

and escape; it's a nuanced exploration of how Western hegemony casts a long shadow, distorting self- 

perception and fracturing cultural identities. Here, the influence of the West isn't merely a matter of fancy cars 

and designer clothes; it seeps into the psyche, breeding feelings of inadequacy and alienation while 

simultaneously sparking a search for a new, hybrid self. 

Balram serves as a tragicomic embodiment of this internalized inferiority. Exposed to the opulent world of his 

employers, the lavish parties and gleaming surfaces, his own life in the "Darkness" begins to feel like a 

caricature. The relentless barrage of Western media and consumer culture amplifies this feeling. Images of 

aspirational lifestyles and idealized portrayals of the West become the yardstick against which he measures his 

own reality. This constant comparison breeds a corrosive sense of inadequacy, leading him to question the 

very value of his own cultural heritage. The traditions he once held dear – the stories of his ancestors, the 

wisdom of his grandmother – begin to seem quaint and outdated in the face of the seemingly superior Western 

paradigm.  

Cultural Alienation. The impact extends beyond self-perception. Characters like Pinky Madam, raised on a 

peculiar blend of Bollywood fantasies and American pop culture, become cultural chameleons. They code-

switch effortlessly, mimicking the mannerisms and social cues of both worlds, yet belonging to neither. This 

constant state of "in-betweenness" creates a profound sense of alienation. Pinky Madam yearns for a 

connection to her Indian roots yet, feels ostracized by the more traditional members of her family. She 

attempts to find solace in Westernized ideals but remains an outsider, forever grappling with the question of 

where she truly fits in.  

The Search for a Hybrid Identity. Western hegemony can also spark a search for a hybrid identity, a self that 

blends elements of both East and West. But this search for a hybrid identity can be a double-edged sword. The 

uncritical adoption of Western ideals without a strong foundation in one's own culture can lead to a sense of 

rootlessness and a further erosion of traditional values. Balram himself, in his desperate bid for a better life, 

sheds some aspects of his past that might have provided him with a sense of belonging. 
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By exploring these complexities, Adiga compels us to move beyond simplistic narratives of cultural 

dominance. He reveals the multifaceted impact of Western hegemony on identity, highlighting the feelings of 

inferiority, alienation, and the potential for both cultural devaluation and hybridity. It's a powerful reminder 

that globalization is a force with both positive and negative consequences, and the search for identity in a 

world increasingly influenced by the West remains a complex and ongoing struggle. 

 

Portrayal of Global North and South Dynamics 

Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger isn't merely a coming-of-age story; it's a scathing indictment of the unequal 

waltz between the global North and South. Through Balram's sardonic narrative, the novel lays bare the 

predatory nature of Western dominance, highlighting how it perpetuates a system of inequalities, 

marginalization, and a constant erosion of the South's cultural identity.  

The narrative meticulously dissects the power imbalances inherent in the North-South dynamic. Balram's 

sharp wit and street smarts are no match for the systemic forces that relegate him to a subordinate position as 

a driver for the wealthy Ashok. This master-servant relationship transcends their individual personalities; it 

becomes a microcosm of the larger global dynamic. Ashok, with his access to Western luxuries and a 

privileged upbringing fueled by the exploitation of the South, embodies the perceived superiority of the North. 

Balram, on the other hand, represents the vast underclass of the South – those whose labor fuels the global 

economic engine yet, who remain trapped in a cycle of poverty and limited opportunities.  

       Perhaps Balram's story isn't just about his own escape; it's a call to arms for the voiceless masses of the 

South, urging them to question the power structures that perpetuate their marginalization. By exposing these 

complex dynamics, The White Tiger compels us to confront the realities of the globalized world. It compels us 

to question the power imbalances between the North and South, the ways in which Western dominance 

perpetuates inequalities, and the human cost of a system that leaves many at the mercy of the few. It's a 

powerful reminder that globalization, despite its promises of progress, can have a dark underbelly, and the 

fight for a more equitable world order remains an ongoing struggle. 
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Balram's Quest for Identity and Socio-Political Power Dynamics 

Balram's struggle for identity becomes deeply entwined with the politics of exploitation. His methods may be 

unorthodox, but they represent a desperate attempt to break free from the cycle of oppression and claim his 

own piece of the "pie." He wants a life beyond the confines of his preordained role, a life where his identity 

isn't defined by his caste but by his own actions and choices. 

A Voice for the Voiceless. By giving voice to Balram's experiences, Adiga compels us to confront the human 

cost of a stratified society. Balram’s story becomes a rallying cry for the countless others who are denied 

agency and autonomy. While his methods may be morally ambiguous, it's the desperation of a system that 

offers no legitimate path to advancement. Perhaps Balram's journey isn't just about his own escape; it serves 

as a catalyst for challenging the status quo and demanding change. He becomes a voice for the voiceless, a 

spark in the darkness, forcing us to confront the injustices that lie beneath the surface of a seemingly 

prosperous society. 

By exploring the intricate relationship between Balram's quest for identity and the larger socio-political 

landscape, The White Tiger sheds light on the complex struggles of those trapped at the bottom of the social 

hierarchy. It compels us to examine the systems of oppression that limit individual agency and the potential 

for resistance in the face of overwhelming odds. It's a reminder that the fight for a just society requires not just 

individual quests for self-discovery, but a collective challenge to the power structures that perpetuate 

inequality. The rooster may crow, but will the rest of the henhouse awaken? 

Comparison With Other Characters or Real-World Examples 

Aravind Adiga's The White Tiger doesn't just explore Balram's singular quest for identity; it weaves a tapestry 

of characters grappling with self-definition in a globalized world. By comparing Balram's struggle with others 

within the novel and real-world examples of identity politics, the novel highlights the multifaceted nature of 

identity formation in the face of social hierarchies, cultural influences, and personal aspirations. 

While Balram fights to break free from the shackles of his caste, Mr. Ashok, his employer, grapples with a 

different kind of struggle – the burden of privilege. Ashok, raised on a diet of Western ideals, experiences a 

disconnect from his Indian heritage. He is desperate for a sense of authenticity and belonging, as shown by his 

uncomfortable attempts to hook up with Balram and his obsession with Bollywood movies. This internal 
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conflict is a reflection of the larger difficulties in forming an identity in a globalized world, as individuals 

struggle to balance the influence of the West on their culture while also honoring their cultural heritage. But 

unlike Balram's war, Ashoka's is characterized by luxury rather than deprivation. He is free to explore unique 

facets of his identity, but he does not share Balram's quest's intense intensity. 

Balram's fight for identity also resonates with real-world examples of identity politics. Many marginalized 

groups around the world fight for recognition and agency within societies that have historically denied them a 

voice. The struggles of immigrants navigating cultural assimilation, ethnic minorities fighting for 

representation, and LGBTQ+ communities demanding equality all share a core theme – the desire for self-

definition and the fight against structures of power that seek to marginalize. Balram's story becomes a 

powerful symbol for these struggles, highlighting the universality of the human quest for identity and 

belonging in a world increasingly defined by global forces. 

However, comparing Balram solely to others would be a disservice to the novel's complexity. Adiga avoids 

creating a simplistic binary between oppressor and oppressed. Characters like Ashok, while representing 

privilege, also exhibit a yearning for authenticity. Similarly, Balram's methods, while fueled by a desire for 

self-determination, raise questions about morality. By presenting these multifaceted characters, the novel 

emphasizes that the struggle for identity is rarely black and white; it exists on a spectrum, shaped by 

individual experiences, social structures, and the ever-evolving dynamics of a globalized world. 

The White Tiger compels us to move beyond simplistic narratives of identity. By comparing Balram's quest 

with others, it invites us to consider the complexities of self-definition in a world defined by diverse 

influences, social hierarchies, and personal aspirations. It's a reminder that the search for identity is a universal 

human experience, and the tapestry we weave is a reflection of both our struggles and our triumphs. 

Conclusion 

The White Tiger isn't merely a novel; it's a symphony of selfhood, a powerful orchestration of voices 

grappling with identity in the face of Western hegemony and enduring socio-political realities. Here, amidst 

the dust and chaos of a rapidly modernizing India, Balram's journey becomes a potent allegory for the 

complexities of self-definition in a world shaped by power imbalances and the seductive allure of the West. 
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However, the novel avoids portraying a one-sided, discordant narrative. Characters like Ashok reveal a 

yearning for authenticity, a melancholic longing for a deeper connection to their Indian roots. This 

counterpoint adds a layer of complexity to the symphony of identity. It suggests a more intricate dynamic – a 

search for a hybrid identity that blends Eastern rhythms with Western influences.  

But this ambiguity serves as a stimulus for more in-depth thought. The new demands force us to dismantle the 

hegemonic ranking that sets the engagement policies of the global orchestra. It forces us to overthrow the 

institutions of power that restrict individual autonomy and the forces that uphold cultural dominance. Balram's 

story becomes a call to action, imploring us to comprehend the difficulties in forming identities and work 

toward a global community in which everyone has the opportunity to recognize themselves, regardless of their 

background or current place. inside the global hierarchy. It's a call to rewrite the score, to compose a 

symphony in which every voice can be heard and contribute to a more just and equitable world. The final line 

of Chapter 3, Balram's sardonic quip about not asking forgiveness, leaves a lingering echo. It's a reminder that 

the struggle for identity is an ongoing concerto, fraught with challenges and contradictions. But within this 

struggle lies the potential for a new movement, a collective voice rising from the metaphorical henhouse, 

demanding to be heard and demanding a more just and equitable world, a world where the symphony of 

selfhood can play in perfect harmony. 
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