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Abstract: 

This research paper explores the transformative role of community radio in tribal Odisha, particularly in 

the Koraput district, as a vehicle for social change. Focused on the D

by the South Odisha Voluntary Action (SOVA), the study investigates how this medium serves as a vital 

link between marginalized communities and essential information, government policies, and 

developmental initiatives. This research study examines the impact of community radio on empowering 

tribal communities and addressing socio

programming, which encompasses educational content, awareness initiatives, and community invol

endeavors. The study highlights the significance of community radio in enhancing local voices, 

advocating for cultural preservation, and nurturing grassroots growth. 

the recognition and support of community radio

development in tribal regions of Odisha.
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Introduction: 

In the tribal-dominated landscapes of Odisha, where governmental outreach often falls short and 

developmental initiatives struggle to penetrate remote areas, community radio emerges as a beacon of 

hope and empowerment. This introduction sets the stage for 

radio, with a particular focus on the D

development in the Koraput district. Against a backdrop of socio
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This research paper explores the transformative role of community radio in tribal Odisha, particularly in 

Koraput district, as a vehicle for social change. Focused on the DHIMSA FM radio station, established 

by the South Odisha Voluntary Action (SOVA), the study investigates how this medium serves as a vital 

link between marginalized communities and essential information, government policies, and 

esearch study examines the impact of community radio on empowering 

tribal communities and addressing socio-economic issues via an analysis of the radio station's 

programming, which encompasses educational content, awareness initiatives, and community invol

endeavors. The study highlights the significance of community radio in enhancing local voices, 

advocating for cultural preservation, and nurturing grassroots growth. Ultimately, this paper advocates for 

the recognition and support of community radio as a potent tool for social empowerment and inclusive 

development in tribal regions of Odisha. 

Community radio, social change, tribal Odisha, DHIMSA FM, grassroots development, government 

policies, education, cultural preservation 

dominated landscapes of Odisha, where governmental outreach often falls short and 

developmental initiatives struggle to penetrate remote areas, community radio emerges as a beacon of 

hope and empowerment. This introduction sets the stage for exploring the pivotal role of community 

radio, with a particular focus on the DHIMSA FM station, in catalyzing social change and fostering 

Koraput district. Against a backdrop of socio-economic challenges and cultural 
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by the South Odisha Voluntary Action (SOVA), the study investigates how this medium serves as a vital 

link between marginalized communities and essential information, government policies, and 

esearch study examines the impact of community radio on empowering 

economic issues via an analysis of the radio station's 

programming, which encompasses educational content, awareness initiatives, and community involvement 

endeavors. The study highlights the significance of community radio in enhancing local voices, 

Ultimately, this paper advocates for 

as a potent tool for social empowerment and inclusive 

FM, grassroots development, government 

dominated landscapes of Odisha, where governmental outreach often falls short and 

developmental initiatives struggle to penetrate remote areas, community radio emerges as a beacon of 

exploring the pivotal role of community 

FM station, in catalyzing social change and fostering 

economic challenges and cultural 
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richness, this paper delves into the multifaceted impact of community radio as a platform for information 

dissemination, civic engagement, and cultural preservation. By examining the genesis, programming, and 

outreach strategies of DHIMSA FM, this study seeks to shed light o

gap between marginalized communities and essential resources, amplifying local voices and nurturing 

inclusive development. Through an interdisciplinary lens encompassing media studies, development 

communication, and anthropology, this research aims to elucidate the transformative potential of 

community radio in tribal Odisha and advocate for its recognition as a vital tool for social empowerment 

and sustainable progress. 

Methodology:  

Community radio plays a crucial role in

through DHIMSA FM. Through qualitative research, researchers examine programming, community 

engagement activities, and interactions with local communities. 

identified consistent patterns and themes that are associated with the function of community radio in 

facilitating social transformation. These findings are interpreted within the context of community radio, 

development communication theories, and socio

Literature Review:  

Community radio has emerged as a potent force for driving social change and advancement worldwide, 

particularly in marginalized and overlooked regions. 

media outlets struggle to reach remote communities, community radio stations like D

become vital conduits for information dissemination, civic engagement, and cultural preservation.

Scholars such as McAnany and La Pastina (2010) have highlighted the unique role of community radio in 

empowering local communities and fostering grassroots development. 

the amplification of marginalized voices and the spread of local knowledge 

and material produced by the community. 

ensures that development initiatives are tailored to the specific needs and aspirations of the community.

Moreover, community radio has been recognized as a powerful tool for promoting education and 

awareness among marginalized populations. In the case of tribal Odisha, where access to formal education 

is often limited, community radio stations play a crucial role in providing e

and adults alike. By broadcasting school lessons, health information, and vocational training programs, 

stations like DHIMSA FM contribute to bridging the educational gap and empowering individuals to 

improve their livelihoods. 

Furthermore, community radio has proven to be effective in addressing pressing social issues, including 

health, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. Studies by Ramachandran and Rao (2007) have 

demonstrated the impact of community radio in 

communities. In the context of tribal Odisha, where healthcare infrastructure is often inadequate, 
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gap between marginalized communities and essential resources, amplifying local voices and nurturing 

inclusive development. Through an interdisciplinary lens encompassing media studies, development 

pology, this research aims to elucidate the transformative potential of 

community radio in tribal Odisha and advocate for its recognition as a vital tool for social empowerment 

Community radio plays a crucial role in social change and development in tribal Odisha, particularly 

through DHIMSA FM. Through qualitative research, researchers examine programming, community 

engagement activities, and interactions with local communities. Field visits and thematic analysis have 

identified consistent patterns and themes that are associated with the function of community radio in 

These findings are interpreted within the context of community radio, 

ent communication theories, and socio-cultural dynamics in tribal Odisha.

Community radio has emerged as a potent force for driving social change and advancement worldwide, 

particularly in marginalized and overlooked regions. In the context of tribal Odisha, where traditional 

media outlets struggle to reach remote communities, community radio stations like D

become vital conduits for information dissemination, civic engagement, and cultural preservation.

nany and La Pastina (2010) have highlighted the unique role of community radio in 

empowering local communities and fostering grassroots development. Community radio stations enable 

the amplification of marginalized voices and the spread of local knowledge via interactive programming 

and material produced by the community. This bottom-up approach not only promotes inclusivity but also 

ensures that development initiatives are tailored to the specific needs and aspirations of the community.

radio has been recognized as a powerful tool for promoting education and 

awareness among marginalized populations. In the case of tribal Odisha, where access to formal education 

is often limited, community radio stations play a crucial role in providing educational content to children 

and adults alike. By broadcasting school lessons, health information, and vocational training programs, 

FM contribute to bridging the educational gap and empowering individuals to 

Furthermore, community radio has proven to be effective in addressing pressing social issues, including 

health, gender equality, and environmental sustainability. Studies by Ramachandran and Rao (2007) have 

demonstrated the impact of community radio in promoting health awareness and behavior change in rural 

communities. In the context of tribal Odisha, where healthcare infrastructure is often inadequate, 
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community radio stations serve as platforms for disseminating vital health information, debunking myt

and promoting preventive measures.

In addition, community radio not only contributes to social mobilization and increasing awareness, but 

also plays a vital role in safeguarding cultural heritage and advocating for indigenous languages.

broadcasting local music, folklore, and language programs, stations like D

preserving and celebrating tribal culture 

However, despite its numerous benefits, community radio in Odi

limited funding, technical constraints, and regulatory barriers. Scholars such as Banerjee and Pathak 

(2015) have highlighted the need for greater institutional support and policy reforms to ensure the 

sustainability and effectiveness of community radio initiatives in the region.

Overall, the literature underscores the transformative potential of community radio in tribal Odisha, 

particularly in empowering marginalized communities, promoting education and awareness, a

cultural preservation. This study aims to enhance our comprehension of the impact of community radio on 

promoting social change and development in the region. It also intends to offer valuable insights for 

policymakers, practitioners, and scho

Findings: 

Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM in Koraput district, Odisha, play a crucial role in promoting 

social change and development in tribal communities. They provide information disseminatio

awareness, bridging the gap between government policies and marginalized populations. DHIMSA FM 

broadcasts regular updates on government schemes, health initiatives, and educational programs, 

empowering listeners with knowledge and resources to impro

Educational content, including school lessons and vocational training programs, promotes literacy, skill 

development, and empowerment among tribal youth and adults, breaking the cycle of poverty and 

empowering individuals to pursue th

tribal culture, heritage, and language by broadcasting local music, folklore, and language programs.

Health awareness and behavior change are promoted through health

awareness campaigns and interactive sessions with health officials. DHIMSA FM serves as a trusted 

source of accurate information on COVID

particularly during the pandemic. 

Community engagement and participation are actively promoted through listener clubs, feedback 

mechanisms, and participatory programming. Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM can continue 

to serve as catalysts for positive change and inclusive development in the 

with local stakeholders, leveraging indigenous knowledge, and embracing participatory approaches.

Discussion: 
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community radio stations serve as platforms for disseminating vital health information, debunking myt

 

In addition, community radio not only contributes to social mobilization and increasing awareness, but 

also plays a vital role in safeguarding cultural heritage and advocating for indigenous languages.

broadcasting local music, folklore, and language programs, stations like DHIMSA

tribal culture and strengthening community identity and cohesion.

However, despite its numerous benefits, community radio in Odisha faces several challenges, including 

limited funding, technical constraints, and regulatory barriers. Scholars such as Banerjee and Pathak 

(2015) have highlighted the need for greater institutional support and policy reforms to ensure the 

and effectiveness of community radio initiatives in the region. 

Overall, the literature underscores the transformative potential of community radio in tribal Odisha, 

particularly in empowering marginalized communities, promoting education and awareness, a

This study aims to enhance our comprehension of the impact of community radio on 

promoting social change and development in the region. It also intends to offer valuable insights for 

policymakers, practitioners, and scholars involved in media and development communication.

Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM in Koraput district, Odisha, play a crucial role in promoting 

social change and development in tribal communities. They provide information disseminatio

awareness, bridging the gap between government policies and marginalized populations. DHIMSA FM 

broadcasts regular updates on government schemes, health initiatives, and educational programs, 

empowering listeners with knowledge and resources to improve their livelihoods.

Educational content, including school lessons and vocational training programs, promotes literacy, skill 

development, and empowerment among tribal youth and adults, breaking the cycle of poverty and 

empowering individuals to pursue their aspirations. The station also plays a significant role in preserving 

tribal culture, heritage, and language by broadcasting local music, folklore, and language programs.

Health awareness and behavior change are promoted through health-related programmi

awareness campaigns and interactive sessions with health officials. DHIMSA FM serves as a trusted 

source of accurate information on COVID-19 prevention, vaccination, and other health

engagement and participation are actively promoted through listener clubs, feedback 

mechanisms, and participatory programming. Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM can continue 

to serve as catalysts for positive change and inclusive development in the region by building partnerships 

with local stakeholders, leveraging indigenous knowledge, and embracing participatory approaches.
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Community radio, particularly DHIMSA

development, and participatory communication strategies in tribal Odisha. It empowers marginalized 

communities by providing them with essential information, government policies, and development 

initiatives in local languages and dialects. This information is crucial for making informed decisions about 

their lives and livelihoods. 

Community radio also promotes education and lifelong learning among tribal communities through school 

lessons, vocational training programs, and health education initiatives. By broadcasting these programs, 

the station breaks the cycle of poverty and empowers individuals to pursue educational and economic 

opportunities. It also plays a crucial role in cultural preservation

indigenous knowledge and traditions.

Health promotion and disease prevention are also significant benefits of community radio. D

health-related programming has a significant impact on promoting health lit

encouraging positive health behaviors

engages with local communities, fostering dialogue and participatory decision

Despite facing challenges such a

community radio remains a potent tool for promoting social change, development, and inclusive 

communication strategies in marginalized communities. By leveraging indigenous knowledge, embra

participatory approaches, and building partnerships with local stakeholders, community radio stations can 

continue to serve as catalysts for positive change and inclusive development in the region.

Conclusion: 

Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM i

change, development, and inclusive communication strategies. They provide access to essential 

information, government policies, and development initiatives in local languages and dialects, 

empowering tribal communities to make informed decisions about their lives and livelihoods. Community 

radio also plays a crucial role in promoting education and lifelong learning among tribal populations, 

particularly through school lessons, vocational training pr

empowers individuals with knowledge and skills, breaking the cycle of poverty and promoting economic 

opportunities in marginalized communities.

Culturally, community radio stations serve as custodians of triba

fostering a sense of pride and belonging among listeners. They also serve as trusted sources of accurate 

information on prevention measures, vaccination, and health services, contributing to community 

resilience and disease prevention efforts during the COVID

Despite challenges such as limited funding and technical constraints, the findings emphasize the 

importance of continued support and investment in community radio initiatives. By leveraging indigenous 

knowledge, embracing participatory approaches, and building partnerships with local stakeholders, 

community radio stations can continue
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HIMSA FM, has significant broader implications for social change, 

development, and participatory communication strategies in tribal Odisha. It empowers marginalized 

communities by providing them with essential information, government policies, and development 

nitiatives in local languages and dialects. This information is crucial for making informed decisions about 

Community radio also promotes education and lifelong learning among tribal communities through school 

al training programs, and health education initiatives. By broadcasting these programs, 

the station breaks the cycle of poverty and empowers individuals to pursue educational and economic 

opportunities. It also plays a crucial role in cultural preservation and identity by preserving and promoting 

indigenous knowledge and traditions. 

Health promotion and disease prevention are also significant benefits of community radio. D

related programming has a significant impact on promoting health literacy, dispelling myths, and 

behaviors among tribal populations. Moreover, community radio actively 

engages with local communities, fostering dialogue and participatory decision-making processes.

Despite facing challenges such as limited funding, technical constraints, and regulatory barriers, 

community radio remains a potent tool for promoting social change, development, and inclusive 

communication strategies in marginalized communities. By leveraging indigenous knowledge, embra

participatory approaches, and building partnerships with local stakeholders, community radio stations can 

continue to serve as catalysts for positive change and inclusive development in the region.

Community radio stations like DHIMSA FM in tribal Odisha have been instrumental in promoting social 

change, development, and inclusive communication strategies. They provide access to essential 

information, government policies, and development initiatives in local languages and dialects, 

ng tribal communities to make informed decisions about their lives and livelihoods. Community 

radio also plays a crucial role in promoting education and lifelong learning among tribal populations, 

particularly through school lessons, vocational training programs, and health education initiatives. This 

empowers individuals with knowledge and skills, breaking the cycle of poverty and promoting economic 

opportunities in marginalized communities. 

Culturally, community radio stations serve as custodians of tribal heritage, language, and identity, 

fostering a sense of pride and belonging among listeners. They also serve as trusted sources of accurate 

information on prevention measures, vaccination, and health services, contributing to community 

ase prevention efforts during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Despite challenges such as limited funding and technical constraints, the findings emphasize the 

importance of continued support and investment in community radio initiatives. By leveraging indigenous 

owledge, embracing participatory approaches, and building partnerships with local stakeholders, 

ntinue to serve as catalysts for positive change and
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in the region. In conclusion, community radio represen

development, and inclusive communication strategies in tribal Odisha.
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