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ABSTRACT 

Despite India's economic ascent, approximately 76 million urban slum residents, including 8 million 

children, remain on the periphery of the nation’s educational progress. This study evaluates the level and 

quality of participation in government educational interventions. Utilizing a qualitative methodology and 

secondary data analysis across five major metros, the research identifies a significant disconnect between 

policy intent (e.g., RTE 2009, Mid-Day Meal Scheme) and ground-level reality. Critical barriers including 

systemic implementation gaps, lack of parental awareness, and substandard infrastructure transform 

potential "active engagement" into "sporadic attendance." The paper proposes decentralizing school 

monitoring and introducing flexible "bridge" schools to ensure inclusive national development. 

Keywords: Urban Slums, Educational Participation, RTE Act 2009, Migration, Inclusive Education, Policy 

Intervention. 

 

1. INTRODUCTION 

Education is the primary catalyst for holistic individual and community development. However, in the 

Indian context, burgeoning urban slum settlements present a formidable challenge to universal literacy. 

Characterized by acute unemployment, constant migration, and settlement instability, these communities are 

geographically central yet socially distanced from mainstream benefits. 

While the Government of India (GoI) has introduced landmark schemes like the Right to Education (RTE) 

Act and the Mid-Day Meal Scheme, the actual level and quality of participation among slum dwellers 

remain inconsistent. This paper seeks to bridge the gap in understanding these participation dynamics by 

analyzing the friction between enrollment numbers and actual classroom engagement. 
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Objectives of the Study: 

 * To evaluate the level of participation (enrollment and literacy) in urban slum communities. 

 * To assess the quality of participation (regularity, engagement, and parental involvement). 

 * To analyze the repercussions and systemic gaps affecting these educational outcomes. 

 

2. METHODOLOGY 

This research is qualitative and descriptive. Data is drawn from extensive secondary sources, including the 

Census 2011, peer-reviewed articles (e.g., Sunita Chugh, 2025), government reports, and institutional case 

studies. The analysis covers a comparative study of five major Indian metros: Delhi, Hyderabad, Kanpur, 

Kolkata, and Mumbai. 

 

3. REVIEW OF KEY EDUCATIONAL INTERVENTIONS 

To understand the landscape, we must look at the primary drivers of urban education: 

 * Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan (SSA): Aimed at universal elementary education for children aged 6–14. 

 * Mid-Day Meal Scheme (1995/2007): Designed to improve nutritional status and incentivize school 

attendance. 

 * National Education Policy (NEP) 2020: Formally recognizes the urban poor as "Socio-Economically 

Disadvantaged Groups" (SEDGs). 

 * Right to Education (RTE) Act (2009): Mandates 25% reservation in private schools for SEDGs and 

prohibits screening or corporal punishment. 

 * Beti Bachao, Beti Padhao (2015): Focuses on reversing the declining child sex ratio through targeted 

female literacy. 

 

4. LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION: A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS 

Data indicates a persistent "literacy gap" between slum settlements and the general urban population. While 

cities like Mumbai and Kolkata show higher resilience, Delhi exhibits a stark divide. 

| City | Slum Literacy (%) | Overall City Literacy (%) | Dropout Rate (%) | Private School Enrollment (%) | 

  Delhi | 59.38% | 86.00% | 3.50% | 9.99% | 

  Hyderabad | 67.00% | 83.26% | 5.10% | 71.96% | 

 Kanpur | 62.33% | 81.91% | 10.67% | 56.36% | 

 Kolkata | 74.91% | 77.08% | 4.44% | 82.55% | 

 Mumbai | 77.96% | 89.73% | 4.14% | 43.38% | 

Source: Census 2011 & Sunita Chugh (2025) 
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5. QUALITY OF PARTICIPATION: CRITICAL BARRIERS 

The "Quality" of involvement is hampered by five primary factors that prevent enrollment from translating 

into actual learning: 

 * Regularity vs. Enrollment: While Kolkata shows a 94.9% high-frequency attendance rate, cities like 

Raipur struggle with sporadic attendance (averaging only 15-17 days/month). 

 * Motivation and Self-Perception: In Chandigarh, 80% of males cited poor academic performance as a 

primary reason for disliking studies, indicating a lack of remedial support. 

 * Gender Dynamics: Early marriage (recorded at 39% in Kolkata slums) and safety concerns regarding 

transportation restrict female participation post-primary school. 

 * Parental Engagement: Studies show that schools built within the community (e.g., Delhi NGO schools) 

enjoy significantly higher PTA involvement than distant government centers. 

 * Infrastructure: In Kanpur, teachers report "shabby" classrooms where structural hazards like falling 

plaster directly discourage active learning. 

 

6. INTERPRETATION AND FINDINGS 

 * The Success of Nutrition: The Mid-Day Meal scheme remains a "blessing," with 85% of parents in 

Delhi reporting it as the primary reason for their child’s daily attendance. 

 * Implementation Gaps: Local authorities struggle to identify RTE beneficiaries; first-generation learners 

face high bureaucratic hurdles and a "Digital Divide." 

 * Awareness Deficit: A lack of localized awareness camps means many eligible families remain unaware 

of their legal rights under the RTE Act. 

 

7. STRATEGIC RECOMMENDATIONS 

To move from "simple enrollment" to "qualitative involvement," the study proposes: 

 * Flexible "Bridge" Schools: Introduction of mobile or community-based schools to accommodate 

migratory populations. 

 * Decentralized Monitoring: Empowering local community leaders and NGOs to monitor school 

infrastructure and teacher attendance. 

 * Intensive Awareness Campaigns: Utilizing grassroots organizations to break superstitions regarding 

female education and explain government stipends. 

 * Infrastructural Rejuvenation: Directing specific "Urban Slum Education" funds to repair classrooms 

and build functional toilets (currently lacking in 68% of schools). 

 

8. CONCLUSION 

Urban slum education is the linchpin of India's demographic success. While government schemes provide 

the framework, the quality of participation is dictated by local infrastructure, safety, and community trust. 

By shifting the focus toward decentralized monitoring and flexible learning models, the gap between policy 

and reality can be closed, ensuring that no child is left behind. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                           © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 5 May 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRTBU02049 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 356 
 

9. References  

i. Basu, K. (2024). Educational status of women slum dwellers in Kolkata Municipal 

Corporation: A case study on selected wards. Journal of Urban Studies, 12(2), 45–58. 

ii. Chugh, S. (2025). Critical assessment of participation of children in education in urban slums 

in India. National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA). 

iii. Das, P. (2025). Education of slum children: An analysis of the case study of Delhi's NGO run 

school. International Journal of Educational Development, 14(1). 

iv. Malik, A., Venkatramana, P., & Baby, A. (2018). A study on perception of parents on mid day 

meal scheme among slum communities of Delhi. Journal of Community Nutrition and Health, 

7(3), 12-19. 

v. N, Sumangala. (2022). Education in slums-challenges and issues. International Journal of 

Humanities and Social Science Invention, 11(6), 21-25. 

vi. Siddiqui, T. (2017). Problems of drop-out students in Indian Slums. Urban Education Review, 

5(2), 102-115. 

vii. Singh, A. (2022). Problems and challenges related to education faced by slum children: A 

sociological study of slums of Chandigarh. Sociological Bulletin, 71(1), 88-104. 

viii. Upadhyay, M., & Dubey, B. N. (2017). Access, equity and quality of education among children 

in slums: Challenges and ways out. International Journal of Current Research and Modern 

Education, 2(2), 256–263. 

ix. Tyagi, A. (2025). Educational challenges and social work interventions among urban slum 

children in East Seemapuri. Airo International Journal, 2(2). 

x. Ghosh, J., & Maity, S. K. (2025). Barriers to education among urban slum students: An 

analytical study. International Journal of Research Publication and Reviews, 6(11), 86–90. 

xi. Bhattrai, N. (2024). Addressing educational inequities in urban slums: A narrative review. 

International Research Journal of MMC, 5(5), 123–132. 

xii. Husain, Z. (2005). Analysing demand for primary education: Slum dwellers of Kolkata (MPRA 

Paper No. 21184). Institute of Economic Growth. 

xiii. Rao.Rama & Mohanty,S.K.(2004). School Enrolment and Dropout: Policies and 

Achievements; Paper Presentated in Seminar of Follow-up of the National Population Policy 

xiv. Chugh, S. (2021). Education in the Fringes of Urban Cities: A Study of Slums in Hyderabad 

and Ludhiana. National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA). 

xv. Khokhar, A., Garg, S., & Bharti, N. (2005). Determinants of reasons of school drop-outs 

amongst dwellers of an urban slum of Delhi. Indian Journal of Community Medicine, 30(3), 

92–93. 

xvi. Saxena, N., & Yadav, K. K. (2025). Systematic analysis of obstacles preventing quality 

education for children in slum areas. Naveen International Journal of Multidisciplinary 

Sciences, 1(4), 113–124. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

