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Abstract 

The liberation of Hyderabad in 1948 and the preceding Telangana Peasants’ Armed Struggle (1946–

1951) represent one of the most significant socio-political movements in modern Indian history. While the 

political leadership of national figures such as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel has been widely acknowledged, the 

participation of women in this struggle remains comparatively underrepresented in historical narratives. This 

study examines the multifaceted role played by women in the Hyderabad liberation movement, particularly 

within the Telangana region where feudal oppression, economic exploitation, and social inequalities were 

deeply entrenched under the Nizam’s rule. Women from diverse backgrounds—including peasants, 

agricultural laborers, domestic workers, and student activists—actively participated in resistance activities 

against feudal landlords and the Razakar militia. Their contributions ranged from intelligence gathering, 

sheltering activists, organizing village committees, maintaining communication networks, and mobilizing 

communities through cultural expression such as folk songs and public gatherings. Notable figures like 

Chakali Ailamma became symbols of defiance against feudal exploitation and inspired mass participation. 

Despite facing violence, harassment, and social restrictions, women continued to resist oppression and demand 

land rights, dignity, and social equality. This paper highlights the gendered dimensions of the liberation 

struggle and argues that women’s participation not only strengthened the anti-feudal movement but also 

challenged patriarchal structures within society. By examining historical records, oral narratives, and scholarly 

works, this study seeks to reposition women as central actors in the political and social transformation of 

Telangana during the Hyderabad liberation movement. 

Keywords: Women activists, Telangana struggle, Hyderabad liberation, Gendered resistance, Peasant 

movement, Razakars, Social transformation. 

1. Introduction 

The liberation of Hyderabad in September 1948 marked a turning point in the political integration of 

India. Hyderabad State, ruled by the Nizam, remained independent even after India gained independence in 

1947. The socio-economic conditions within the state were characterized by feudal domination, agrarian 

exploitation, and authoritarian governance. Large portions of land were controlled by jagirdars and feudal 

landlords, while peasants and agricultural laborers faced severe oppression, heavy taxation, and forced labor. 

Within this context, the Telangana Peasants’ Armed Struggle emerged in the mid-1940s as a powerful 

resistance movement against feudal exploitation. This struggle was not only political but also social and 

economic in nature. It aimed to challenge the deeply entrenched feudal structures and to secure land rights, 

dignity, and justice for marginalized communities. 
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Women played a crucial role in this movement, yet their contributions have often been overlooked in 

traditional historical accounts. The liberation struggle in Telangana witnessed the active participation of 

women from various social and economic backgrounds. They served as messengers, informers, organizers, 

cultural mobilizers, and sometimes even combatants in resistance activities. 

The participation of women in the liberation movement also challenged patriarchal norms that confined 

women to domestic roles. By participating in public political activity, organizing resistance networks, and 

confronting oppressive forces, women demonstrated remarkable courage and leadership. 

The present study seeks to highlight the role of women in the Hyderabad liberation movement and to 

analyze how their participation contributed to broader social transformation. It also examines how the struggle 

enabled women to assert their agency and challenge both feudal oppression and gender discrimination. 

2. Objectives of the Study 

The present research aims to achieve the following objectives: 

1. To examine the historical background of the Hyderabad liberation movement and the Telangana 

Peasants’ Armed Struggle. 

2. To analyze the participation of women in various forms of resistance activities during the movement. 

3. To highlight the contributions of prominent women leaders such as Chakali Ailamma. 

4. To understand the social and political challenges faced by women activists during the struggle. 

5. To explore how women’s participation influenced social transformation and gender relations in 

Telangana. 

3. Review of Literature 

Several scholars have examined the Telangana Peasants’ Armed Struggle and the Hyderabad liberation 

movement from different perspectives. However, the role of women has often been marginal in historical 

narratives. 

P. Sundarayya’s work Telangana People’s Struggle and Its Lessons provides a detailed account of the 

peasant uprising against feudal oppression. While the book discusses the organizational structure of the 

movement, it briefly acknowledges the participation of women activists. 

Barry Pavier’s study The Telangana Movement 1944–1951 offers a comprehensive analysis of the 

socio-political conditions that led to the uprising. Pavier notes that women played important supportive roles 

in maintaining communication networks and mobilizing local communities. 

Stree Shakti Sanghatana’s publication We Were Making History presents oral testimonies of women 

who participated in the Telangana struggle. This work highlights how women not only supported the 

movement but also actively resisted feudal exploitation and gender discrimination. 

Scholars such as V. Ramakrishna Reddy and G. Aloysius have also emphasized the significance of 

peasant movements in shaping Telangana’s political consciousness. However, the gendered dimension of these 

movements requires further scholarly attention. 

This study builds upon these existing works by focusing specifically on women’s participation and 

analyzing their contributions within the broader context of the Hyderabad liberation movement. 
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4. Methodology 

This research is based primarily on historical and qualitative methods. The study relies on both primary 

and secondary sources to examine the role of women in the Hyderabad liberation movement. 

Primary sources include oral histories, memoirs of participants, and archival documents related to the 

Telangana struggle. These sources provide firsthand accounts of women’s participation in resistance activities. 

Secondary sources such as books, scholarly articles, and research papers have been used to analyze 

the socio-political context of the movement. These materials help in understanding the broader historical 

framework within which women’s participation occurred. 

The study also employs a gender-based analytical approach to interpret the historical events. By 

examining the intersection of class, caste, and gender, the research highlights how women’s experiences 

differed from those of male participants. 

Through this methodology, the study attempts to reconstruct a more inclusive narrative of the 

Hyderabad liberation movement. 

5. Results and Discussion 

Women in Resistance Networks: Women played a critical role in organizing resistance networks in rural 

Telangana. Because they were familiar with local geography and community dynamics, they were able to 

transmit information quickly and discreetly. Women served as messengers, delivering secret communications 

between resistance groups. They also acted as informers, gathering intelligence about the movements of 

Razakar forces and feudal landlords. 

Shelter and Logistical Support: Many women provided shelter to activists who were being pursued by 

Razakars or feudal authorities. Their homes often became safe spaces for planning resistance activities. 

Women also organized food supplies, medical care, and logistical support for fighters participating in the 

armed struggle. 

Cultural Mobilization: Cultural expression played an important role in mobilizing communities. Women 

used folk songs, storytelling, and public gatherings to spread awareness about social injustice. These cultural 

forms helped inspire courage among villagers and encouraged collective participation in the movement. 

Leadership and Symbolism: Among the most prominent women in the Telangana struggle was Chakali 

Ailamma. She resisted attempts by feudal landlords to seize her land and became a symbol of defiance for the 

entire region. Her courage inspired thousands of peasants to stand against feudal oppression. 

Challenges Faced by Women: Women activists faced numerous challenges, including harassment, violence, 

and sexual exploitation by Razakar forces and landlords. Despite these dangers, women continued to 

participate actively in the struggle, demonstrating remarkable resilience and determination. 

6. Conclusion 

The Hyderabad liberation movement and the Telangana Peasants’ Armed Struggle represent a 

significant chapter in India’s history of social and political transformation. While the leadership of national 

figures such as Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel played a decisive role in the integration of Hyderabad into the Indian 

Union, the contributions of ordinary people—especially women—were equally important. 

Women from diverse social backgrounds participated actively in the resistance against feudal 

oppression and Razakar violence. Their roles extended beyond traditional support activities to include 

leadership, intelligence gathering, and community mobilization. 
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The participation of women in the liberation struggle not only strengthened the movement but also 

challenged patriarchal structures within society. By stepping into public and political spaces, women redefined 

gender roles and laid the foundation for future movements advocating social equality and women’s rights. 

Recognizing the contributions of women in the Hyderabad liberation movement is essential for 

constructing a more inclusive and accurate historical narrative. Their courage, resilience, and determination 

continue to inspire contemporary struggles for justice, equality, and human dignity. 
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