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Abstract

The political transformation of Hyderabad State during the early twentieth century was shaped not
only by administrative reforms and nationalist pressures but also by the emergence of print culture and
intellectual institutions such as libraries and newspapers. Under the Asaf Jahi rulers, Hyderabad developed a
complex socio-political structure characterized by feudal land relations, religious diversity, and gradual
modernization in education, industry, and administration. While the Nizam’s government introduced limited
reforms in public finance, infrastructure, and education, large sections of rural society continued to experience
economic exploitation and restricted political rights. In this environment, libraries, reading rooms, literary
associations, and newspapers played a crucial role in disseminating knowledge and political ideas. They
became important spaces where discussions about social reform, linguistic identity, and democratic
governance were articulated. The development of the library movement in Telangana, particularly through
organizations such as the Andhra Jana Sangham and the Andhra Mahasabha, facilitated the spread of literacy
and public debate. Simultaneously, newspapers such as Golconda Patrika, The Rayyat, and Andhra Patrika
served as platforms for political critique and nationalist expression. This paper examines the historical
evolution of Hyderabad State from the late Asaf Jahi period to its integration into the Indian Union in 1948,
emphasizing the role of libraries and print media in shaping political consciousness. The study argues that
these institutions significantly contributed to mobilizing public opinion and facilitating the broader process of
political transformation in Hyderabad.

Keywords: Hyderabad State, Asaf Jahi Dynasty, Nizam Rule, Libraries, Newspapers, Print Culture,
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1. Introduction

Hyderabad State, one of the largest princely states in colonial India, occupied a significant place in the
political and cultural history of the subcontinent. Ruled by the Asaf Jahi dynasty from the early eighteenth
century until the mid-twentieth century, Hyderabad developed a unique administrative and socio-cultural
system that combined elements of Mughal traditions, regional political practices, and modern bureaucratic
reforms.

During the reign of the later Nizams, particularly Mir Osman Ali Khan (1911-1948), Hyderabad State
witnessed notable developments in education, industry, and public administration. Institutions such as
Osmania University, established in 1918, symbolized the Nizam’s efforts to modernize the state’s intellectual
infrastructure. The government also introduced reforms in public finance, transportation, and irrigation
projects. Despite these efforts, the social and economic structure of Hyderabad remained deeply influenced
by feudal land relations dominated by jagirdars and deshmukhs.
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The rural population, particularly peasants and agricultural laborers, experienced heavy taxation,
forced labour practices, and limited access to education and political representation. These structural
inequalities gradually generated dissatisfaction among various sections of society, including students,
intellectuals, peasants, and emerging middle-class groups.

One of the most significant developments during the early twentieth century was the emergence of a
vibrant intellectual and literary culture in Hyderabad State. Libraries, reading rooms, and literary associations
became important spaces for the exchange of ideas and the dissemination of knowledge. These institutions
played a crucial role in promoting literacy and encouraging discussions on social reform, linguistic identity,
and political rights.

Parallel to the growth of libraries, newspapers and periodicals emerged as powerful instruments of
communication. Newspapers such as Golconda Patrika, The Rayyat, and Andhra Patrika reported on social
issues, criticized administrative policies, and expressed nationalist aspirations. Through editorials, articles,
and public debates, these newspapers helped shape public opinion and foster political awareness among
readers.

The development of print culture in Hyderabad State was closely linked with the rise of political
organizations such as the Andhra Mahasabha and the Hyderabad State Congress. These organizations used
newspapers and library networks to mobilize support for democratic reforms and civil liberties.

By the 1940s, political tensions in Hyderabad had intensified due to several factors, including the rise
of peasant movements, the activities of the Razakar militia, and the growing influence of nationalist politics.
Eventually, these developments culminated in the integration of Hyderabad into the Indian Union through
Operation Polo in September 1948.

This study explores the historical dimensions of Hyderabad State with a particular focus on the role
played by libraries and newspapers in shaping political consciousness and facilitating socio-political
transformation.

2. Objectives of the Study
The primary objectives of this study are as follows:
1. To examine the historical evolution of Hyderabad State under the Asaf Jahi dynasty.

2. To analyze the socio-economic structure of Hyderabad, particularly the role of feudal institutions and
rural agrarian relations.

3. To study the development of libraries and reading rooms as centers of intellectual and cultural activity.
4. To evaluate the role of newspapers and print media in shaping political awareness and public opinion.

5. To examine the contribution of literary and cultural organizations in promoting social reform and
democratic ideals.

6. To analyze the relationship between print culture and political movements in Hyderabad State.

7. To study the impact of national and international political developments on Hyderabad’s internal
politics.

8. To assess how libraries and newspapers contributed to the broader process of Hyderabad’s integration
into the Indian Union.
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3. Review of Literature

The history of Hyderabad State and the Telangana region has attracted the attention of several
historians and scholars. Early historical accounts focused primarily on political developments and
administrative structures under the Nizam’s rule.

Works such as Bipan Chandra’s India’s Struggle for Independence provide important insights into the
political context of Hyderabad during the final years of colonial rule. The authors discuss the role of nationalist
movements and the challenges faced by princely states during the transition to independence.

Barry Pavier’s study on the Telangana movement examines the socio-economic causes of peasant
uprisings and the role of political organizations in mobilizing rural populations. His work highlights the
structural inequalities within the feudal agrarian system of Hyderabad.

Similarly, P. Sundarayya’s writings on the Telangana struggle offer detailed accounts of peasant
mobilization and the ideological foundations of the movement.

Scholars such as A. R. Desai and Sumit Sarkar have examined the broader socio-economic background
of political movements in India, emphasizing the relationship between class structures and nationalist politics.

Research on print culture and library movements in Hyderabad has highlighted the importance of
institutions such as the Andhra Jana Sangham and Andhra Mahasabha in promoting literacy and cultural
identity. Suravaram Pratap Reddy’s writings and editorials in Golconda Patrika played a significant role in
shaping Telugu cultural consciousness.

Despite these contributions, the role of libraries and newspapers in Hyderabad’s political
transformation has not been sufficiently explored in historical scholarship. This study attempts to bridge that
gap by examining how intellectual institutions influenced political awareness and social change.

4. Methodology

This research adopts a historical-analytical methodology. The study relies on-both primary and
secondary sources to reconstruct the historical developments of Hyderabad State.

Primary sources include contemporary newspapers such as Golconda Patrika, The Rayyat, and Andhra
Patrika. Archival documents, government reports, and personal memoirs of political activists also provide
valuable insights into the political atmosphere of the period.

Library records, publications of literary organizations, and reports of educational institutions are
examined to understand the development of intellectual culture in Hyderabad.

Secondary sources include scholarly books, journal articles, and historical analyses written by
prominent historians.

The study employs qualitative analysis to examine themes related to political reform, cultural identity,
agrarian relations, and media influence. Comparative analysis is used to examine differences between official
narratives promoted by the Nizam’s administration and alternative perspectives presented by nationalist
newspapers.

5. Results and Discussion

Libraries as Centers of Intellectual Awakening: Libraries played a significant role in spreading education
and political awareness in Hyderabad State. The establishment of reading rooms and public libraries provided
access to books, newspapers, and journals, which facilitated intellectual discussions among students, teachers,
and activists.
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The library movement gained momentum through the efforts of organizations such as the Andhra Jana
Sangham. Libraries became spaces where ideas about social reform, linguistic identity, and democratic
governance were debated.

These institutions contributed to the emergence of a politically conscious middle class that played a
crucial role in the nationalist movement.

Newspapers and the Growth of Public Opinion: Newspapers served as powerful instruments for shaping
public opinion in Hyderabad State. Publications such as Golconda Patrika highlighted issues related to social
reform, education, and cultural identity.

The Rayyat, founded by Mandumula Narasinga Rao, often criticized administrative policies and
advocated democratic reforms.

Similarly, Andhra Patrika played a major role in disseminating nationalist ideas and reporting on
political developments across India.

Through editorials and articles, these newspapers challenged feudal practices and promoted the ideals
of equality and justice.

Libraries and Newspapers as Political Spaces: Libraries and newspapers often worked together in spreading
political awareness. Newspapers were frequently read aloud in libraries and public reading rooms, allowing
even illiterate individuals to access information.

This interaction between print media and public discussion created a dynamic intellectual environment
that encouraged political participation.

Political Movements and Social Change: The growth of print culture contributed to the emergence of
political organizations such as the Andhra Mahasabha and the Hyderabad State Congress.

These organizations used newspapers and library networks to mobilize support for civil rights and
democratic reforms.

The spread of political awareness eventually contributed to mass mobilizations, including the
Telangana peasant movement.

6. Conclusion

The historical transformation of Hyderabad State during the early twentieth century was shaped by
multiple social, economic, and political factors. While the Nizam’s administration introduced certain
modernizing reforms, the persistence of feudal structures and limited political representation generated
widespread dissatisfaction.

Libraries and newspapers played a crucial role in shaping the intellectual and political climate of the
state. They provided platforms for discussion, education, and political critique, enabling the spread of
democratic ideas among diverse sections of society.

The interaction between print culture and political activism contributed significantly to the growth of
public consciousness and the emergence of reform movements. Ultimately, these developments formed an
important part of the broader historical process that led to Hyderabad’s integration into the Indian Union.

The study demonstrates that intellectual institutions such as libraries and newspapers were not merely
cultural entities but active participants in the political transformation of Hyderabad State.
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