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Abstract

The history of Hyderabad’s liberation is often narrated through political leaders, military strategies,
and state-level negotiations, yet the contributions of women remain significantly underrepresented. This study
seeks to foreground the crucial role played by women in the liberation movements of Hyderabad, particularly
within the Hyderabad State Congress (HSC) and the Telangana Armed Struggle (1946-1951). Women
participated not merely as supporters but as active agents of change—organizing protests, mobilizing
communities, engaging in underground networks, and even taking part in armed resistance. Their involvement
challenged deeply entrenched patriarchal norms and redefined gender roles within both political and social
spheres. Through an interdisciplinary approach combining archival records, oral histories, and secondary
scholarship, this paper examines the multifaceted roles of women as organizers, combatants, communicators,
and cultural mobilizers. It further explores how their participation intersected with issues of caste, class, and
regional identity, revealing a complex landscape of resistance and empowerment. The study argues that
women’s contributions were integral to both political integration and social transformation in Hyderabad.
Recognizing these contributions not only corrects historical omissions but also offers valuable insights into
inclusive historiography and the continuing struggle for gender equality in contemporary India.

Keywords: Women, Hyderabad Liberation, Telangana Armed Struggle, Gender, Political Activism, Social
Reform, National Integration, Razakars, Feminist Historiography

1. Introduction

The liberation of Hyderabad in 1948 stands as one of the most significant episodes in the political
consolidation of modern India. It marked the end of the Nizam’s autocratic rule and the integration of
Hyderabad State into the Indian Union. While much of the historical narrative has focused on political leaders,
military operations such as Operation Polo, and diplomatic negotiations, the contributions of women have
often remained in the shadows. This omission reflects a broader trend in historiography, where women’s roles
in political and social movements are frequently marginalized or reduced to supportive functions.

However, the reality of Hyderabad’s liberation movements presents a different picture. Women were
not passive observers but active participants who contributed in diverse and meaningful ways. Their
involvement spanned both the non-violent campaigns of the Hyderabad State Congress and the militant
activities of the Telangana Armed Struggle. In both contexts, women emerged as organizers, communicators,
and, in some cases, armed combatants.

The socio-political environment of Hyderabad under the Nizam was characterized by feudal
exploitation, lack of civil liberties, and deep-rooted patriarchal norms. Women’s participation in liberation
movements, therefore, represented not only a political act but also a social transformation. By stepping into
public spaces, organizing protests, and challenging authority, women disrupted traditional gender roles and
asserted their agency.
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This paper seeks to re-examine Hyderabad’s liberation movements through a gendered lens. It argues
that women were central to both the political integration of Hyderabad and the broader process of social reform
in Telangana. By bringing women’s contributions to the forefront, the study aims to provide a more inclusive
and nuanced understanding of this historical period.

2. Objectives of the Study
The study aims to:
1. Examine the role of women in Hyderabad State Congress and Telangana Armed Struggle.
Categorize women’s contributions across political, social, and military domains.
Analyze how women challenged patriarchal norms through political participation.
Study the intersection of gender with caste, class, and regional identity.

Evaluate the long-term impact of women’s participation on governance and social reform.

A U

Contribute to gender-inclusive historiography of Indian freedom movements.
3. Review of Literature

The historiography of Hyderabad’s liberation has traditionally focused on political leaders,
administrative decisions, and military operations. Works such as P. Sundarayya’s Telangana People’s Struggle
and Its Lessons provide detailed accounts of peasant movements and armed resistance. Similarly, S.
Raghavan’s studies highlight the geopolitical context of Hyderabad’s integration into India.

However, these works often give limited attention to gender perspectives. Feminist historiography has
sought to address this gap by emphasizing the role of women in social and political movements. Scholars have
highlighted how women’s participation in movements such as the Quit India Movement and the Telangana
struggle challenged traditional social norms.

Regional studies and biographies of leaders like Chakali Ailamma and Arutla Kamala Devi provide
valuable insights into women’s contributions. Oral histories and local narratives also play an important role
in reconstructing women’s experiences, particularly those who operated outside formal political structures.

Despite these contributions, there remains a need for a comprehensive analysis that integrates political,
social, and gender perspectives. This study seeks to fill that gap by examining women’s roles in Hyderabad’s
liberation movements.

4. Methodology
This study adopts a qualitative, historical research methodology with a gendered analytical framework.
Sources

Primary Sources: Oral histories and testimonies, Archival documents (police records, pamphlets, reports),
Personal writings and memoirs

Secondary Sources: Academic books and journal articles, Biographies of women leaders Newspaper reports
and historical analyses

Analytical Approach

The study employs thematic analysis focusing on Political mobilization, Armed participation, Social
reform, Gender and caste intersections, Post-liberation impact.

5. Results and Discussion

5.1 Women in Political Mobilization: Women played a crucial role in grassroots mobilization. Organizations
like the Andhra Mahila Sabha became centers for political awareness and activism. Women organized
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meetings, distributed pamphlets, and mobilized communities. Their participation challenged traditional
norms, particularly practices such as purdah, and expanded the scope of women’s public engagement.

5.2 Women in Telangana Armed Struggle: The Telangana Armed Struggle provided a unique platform for
women'’s active participation. Unlike many other movements, women were not limited to supportive roles but
actively engaged in resistance.

They served as:

o Intelligence agents
Logistical coordinators
Shelter providers
Armed fighters

Leaders such as Chakali Ailamma and Mallu Swarajyam became symbols of resistance.

5.3 Social Transformation and Gender Roles: Women’s participation led to significant social change. By
entering public and political spaces, they challenged patriarchal structures and redefined gender roles. Their
involvement demonstrated that political movements could also serve as platforms for social reform.

5.4 Challenges Faced by Women: Despite their contributions, women faced numerous challenges:

o State repression (arrests, violence)
e Social stigma and patriarchal resistance
e Post-liberation marginalization
These challenges highlight the complexity of women’s participation.

5.5 Post-Liberation Impact: After liberation, many women continued to engage in social and political
activities. They participated in governance, education, and social reform movements. Their contributions laid
the foundation for future movements advocating gender equality.

5.6 Intersectionality: Gender, Caste, and Class: Women’s experiences were shaped by multiple factors,
including caste and class. Dalit and lower-caste women faced compounded oppression but also played
significant roles in resistance. This intersectional perspective provides a deeper understanding of the
movement.

6. Conclusion

Women’s participation in Hyderabad’s liberation movements was both transformative and
foundational. They were not merely participants but key architects of political and social change.

Their contributions highlight the importance of inclusive historiography and provide valuable lessons
for contemporary society. Recognizing their role ensures a more comprehensive understanding of India’s
freedom struggle.
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