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Abstract

The integration of Hyderabad State into the Indian Union stands as a defining moment in the political
consolidation of post-colonial India. Following India’s independence in 1947, Hyderabad under the rule of
the Nizam, Mir Osman Ali Khan, sought to maintain its autonomy amidst rising political pressures. The
Nizam’s strategy of armed resistance and political maneuvering led to deepening tensions with the Indian
government. Against this backdrop emerged multiple forces—political movements, peasant uprisings, and
negotiations—that shaped the trajectory of Hyderabad’s accession. Among the Indian leaders who guided the
process of integration, Dr. Marri Channa Reddy played a critical role, particularly in mobilizing political
opinion, mediating between stakeholders, and managing grassroots resistance movements.

This research paper investigates the complex socio-political dynamics of Hyderabad’s liberation and
the political leadership that facilitated its accession to India, with a distinct focus on Dr. Reddy’s contributions.
It examines his early political awakening, his role in the Hyderabad State Congress, and his organizational
efforts in the Quit Hyderabad movement. Furthermore, this study analyzes his negotiation tactics with both
Indian national leaders and Hyderabad’s political actors to smoothen the transition.

By chronicling archival evidence, government documents, and secondary literature, the paper situates
Dr. Reddy’s interventions within broader debates on federalism, nationalism, and peasant mobilization. It
argues that while the Indian Army’s Operation Polo was decisive militarily, political reconciliation and
stabilization post-annexation were significantly bolstered by leaders like Dr. Reddy who ensured legitimacy
and facilitated accommodations. The research underscores that Hyderabad’s integration was not simply a
matter of armed action but a complex process of political dialogue and mass mobilization influenced by
visionary leaders committed to democratic unification.
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1. Introduction

The liberation—or integration—of Hyderabad State is among the most contested yet pivotal events in
post-colonial Indian history. In the aftermath of British withdrawal from India in 1947, princely states were
given the option to join India, join Pakistan, or retain independence. Hyderabad, under the rule of Nizam Mir
Osman Ali Khan, opted for independence, triggering a political impasse. The state was unique in its
demography—a Hindu majority under a Muslim ruler—and in the strength of its internal resistance
movements, most notably the Telangana Rebellion (1946-52). The Indian government, under Prime Minister
Jawaharlal Nehru and Home Minister Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, sought to integrate all princely states to form
a unified nation. In this ambitious political consolidation, Dr. Marri Channa Reddy emerged as a key leader
whose organizational acumen and political vision were instrumental in mobilizing support for accession and
stabilizing political structures post-integration.
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This paper explores the multidimensional process of Hyderabad’s liberation—its political, social, and
military aspects—while highlighting Dr. Reddy’s role as a mediator, mobilizer, and nationalist leader. The
research aims to demonstrate that the integration of Hyderabad was not merely a military exercise but a
negotiated political process mediated by influential regional actors who shaped outcomes at multiple levels.

2. Historical Background: Hyderabad State before 1947
The Nizam and Hyderabad’s Political Structure

Hyderabad was one of the largest and most prosperous princely states in British India. Ruled by the
Nizams since the early 18th century, its administration combined medieval systems with elements of colonial
bureaucracy. The predominantly Hindu population lived under a feudal regime controlled by Muslim elites.
Although the British colonial authorities maintained paramountcy, the Nizam exercised significant autonomy.

Socio-economic and Demographic Context

Demographically, Hyderabad was diverse, with multiple linguistic communities including Telugu,
Marathi, Kannada, and Urdu speakers. Social stratification was pronounced—Ilarge agricultural holdings,
entrenched feudal landlords (zamindars), and agrarian laborers faced economic exploitation. Rising discontent
among peasants and working classes set the stage for mass movements, which later converged with nationalist
aspirations for political integration with India.

Political Movements and Emergence of Resistance

Hyderabad State Congress: The Hyderabad State Congress (HSC) was formed in the early 1930s by regional
leaders seeking popular representation and democratic governance. Inspired by the Indian National Congress,
the HSC called for constitutional reforms, civil liberties, and eventual accession to India. Leaders like Burgula
Ramakrishna Rao, Swami Ramanand Tirtha, K.V.Ranga Reddy and Marri Channa Reddy became central
figures in mobilizing public opinion against the autocratic Nizam’s rule.

Telangana Rebellion and Peasant Action (1946-1951): The Telangana Rebellion, also known as the
Telangana Armed Struggle, was one of the most significant peasant uprisings in modern Indian history. It took
place between 1946 and 1951 in the Telangana region of the erstwhile Hyderabad State, which was ruled by
the Nizam. The movement was primarily led by the Communist Party of India (CPI) and was directed against
the feudal oppression of landlords (deshmukhs, jagirdars) and the autocratic rule of the Nizam.

Background:Under the Nizam’s rule, the agrarian structure in Telangana was highly exploitative. Vast lands
were controlled by feudal landlords, while peasants and agricultural laborers worked under oppressive
conditions. Practices such as vetti (forced labor), illegal exactions, high rents, and eviction of tenants were
common. Peasants had no ownership rights and were subjected to physical and economic exploitation. Social
inequality, bonded labor, and caste oppression further intensified their suffering.

Beginning of the Rebellion:The rebellion began in 1946 in Nalgonda district and gradually spread to
Warangal and Karimnagar districts. Peasants, organized under village-level sanghams (associations), started
resisting landlord oppression. They refused to pay illegal levies, stopped forced labor, and demanded fair
wages and land rights. As repression increased, the movement turned into an armed struggle.

Role of Peasant Action: Peasant participation was the backbone of the movement. Villagers formed armed
squads known as dalams to protect themselves from landlord militias and the Nizam’s private army, the
Razakars. In several villages, peasants seized land from landlords and redistributed it among the landless.
They established parallel village administrations, set up people's courts, and ensured fair distribution of food
and resources.

Women also played an active role in the struggle. They worked as couriers, informants, and sometimes
as fighters. The rebellion thus became not only a class struggle but also a movement for social justice and
dignity.
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The Telangana Rebellion was significant for highlighting agrarian issues and peasant rights in India. It
led to land reforms and the abolition of jagirdari and feudal practices in Hyderabad State. The movement
remains a powerful example of organized peasant resistance against social and economic injustice.

In conclusion, the Telangana Rebellion was not merely a regional uprising but a landmark agrarian
movement that shaped the political and social transformation of Telangana and contributed to broader debates
on land reforms and rural justice in India.

3. Dr. Marri Channa Reddy: Life and Political Formation

Early Life and Education: Dr. Marri Channa Reddy was born on February 13, 1919 into a family intimately
involved in local politics. Educated in Hyderabad, he was deeply influenced by nationalist thought and
democratic ideals. His formative years coincided with the rise of anti-colonial movements across India and
the growth of regional resistance against princely rule.

Political Awakening and Leadership in Hyderabad State Congress(HSC): Reddy joined the Hyderabad
State Congress in the 1940s, quickly rising through its ranks. Known for his eloquence, organizational skills,
and grassroots connections, he became a central figure in articulating political demands and mobilizing
communities—particularly in Telangana and Telugu-speaking regions. His leadership blended mass
mobilization with political strategy.

4. Negotiating Hyderabad’s Accession

The Political Impasse (1947-48): Following Indian independence on August 15, 1947, the Nizam hesitated
to accede to India or Pakistan, aspiring for sovereign status. His reluctance, backed by a private militia—the
Razakars led by Qasim Razvi—Iled to civil unrest and intensified political conflict. The Indian government
sought a peaceful resolution but prepared for possible military intervention.

Reddy’s Role in Political Diplomacy: Reddy served as a key intermediary between the Hyderabad State
Congress, the Indian government, and local constituencies. He advocated negotiation, emphasizing the need
to converge diverse political interests toward a consensual outcome. Through extensive dialogues with
political representatives, community leaders, and Indian officials, Reddy helped to articulate feasible
frameworks for accession that preserved civil liberties and political inclusion for Hyderabad’s citizens.

5. Operation Polo and Military Integration

Decision and Execution: In September 1948, after negotiations faltered and reports of escalating violence
emerged, the Indian government launched Operation Polo—termed a “police action”—t0 integrate Hyderabad
forcibly. The military campaign lasted five days and resulted in the defeat of the Razakars and Nizam’s forces.
The operation’s success marked the end of Hyderabad’s political autonomy and its merger into the Indian
Union.

Aftermath and Political Stabilization: While Operation Polo ended armed resistance, political stabilization
required negotiation, reconciliation, and institution building. Dr. Reddy’s efforts were crucial in mitigating
communal tensions, engaging local leaders in governance, and advocating for democratic participation in the
newly integrated state framework.

6. Dr. Marri Channa Reddy’s Influence on Post-integration Politics

Strengthening Democratic Institutions: Post-integration, Reddy was instrumental in transitioning HSC into
mainstream democratic politics, advocating for elections, civil rights, and constitutional governance. His
leadership helped ensure that Hyderabad’s political landscape aligned with India’s democratic ethos.

Social and Economic Reforms: Reddy championed initiatives addressing agrarian reform, education, and
public welfare. His engagement in development planning underscored a belief that political integration must
be complemented by socio-economic progress to secure lasting stability.
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Evaluation of Reddy’s Legacy: Dr. Marri Channa Reddy’s contributions to Hyderabad’s liberation and
integration reflect a blend of political courage, strategic negotiation, and grassroots engagement. He helped
bridge the divide between nationalist aspirations and local legitimacy, making him a pivotal yet often under-
recognized figure in Indian historiography. His legacy endures in the democratic institutions and political
culture of Telangana and Andhra Pradesh.

7. Conclusion

The liberation of Hyderabad State was a complex process shaped by political resistance, peasant
uprisings, diplomatic negotiation, and military action. Central to this transformation were leaders who
navigated perilous political terrain to secure accession, uphold civil liberties, and build democratic institutions.
Dr. Marri Channa Reddy’s role exemplifies such leadership. His commitment to political integration, his
mediation between competing interests, and his dedication to democratic values significantly influenced
Hyderabad’s transition into the Indian Union. The history of Hyderabad’s liberation thus stands not only as a
chapter of national consolidation but also as a testament to the power of principled political leadership.
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