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Abstract: This study explores the linguistic, cultural, and socio-anthropological dimensions of the Kurukh
language, primarily spoken by the Oraon community in South Asia. Language is understood not merely
as a communicative tool but as a repository of collective memory, identity, and cultural continuity.
Kurukh, belonging to the Northern Dravidian subgroup, has historically evolved as an oral language,
though recent developments such as the introduction of the Tolong Siki script have significantly
contributed to its preservation and standardization.

The research is based on field survey data collected from Rajibpur village in the Dakshin Dinajpur district,
employing a random sampling method to document core vocabulary and everyday linguistic usage. The
study analyzes Kurukh’s phonological, morphological, and syntactic structures, highlighting its
agglutinative nature, SOV word order, and distinctive phonetic features such as retroflex and nasal sounds.
Detailed morphemic breakdowns of sample sentences demonstrate the internal grammatical organization
of the language.The paper further examines the impact of bilingualism, language contact, and socio-
educational factors on Kurukh. The growing dominance of languages like Hindi, Bengali, and English,
along with the widespread use of Sadri as a lingua franca, has contributed to a decline in native language
usage among younger generations. Despite these challenges, initiatives such as the promotion of the
Tolong Siki script, inclusion of Kurukh in primary education, and digital dissemination efforts indicate
possibilities for language revitalization. The study emphasizes the urgent need for developing a
standardized grammar, comprehensive dictionary, and institutional support to ensure the sustainability of
the language. Ultimately, preserving Kurukh is crucial not only for the Oraon community but also for
safeguarding broader linguistic diversity and understanding the historical evolution of Dravidian
languages.

Keywords: Kurukh Language, Oraon Community, Dravidian Linguistics,Language Endangerment,

Tolong Siki Script, Sociolinguistics, Bilingualism, Core Vocabulary, Language Preservation, Field
Survey.
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WMTME (AT N 8 WIS Goiie 008 II-41 JAeelfes [BIE AUy A3
WYANP NI JEACATO (T QN0 [t | IR RN FRTR OIie SN |eg
TIY 8 FoF (IR IGNT (@RI IOV [RTY INN NS AfFF GRS [N Tv
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AFISS TV | STNCIT ST SN UL OIFF OIS 2 8 I8 W@ OrFd AT NS
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TSR OISR IUC R I S0 N4 O Mt Q@ J0F AGTR 1 G2 SA3FHE (NIHFIIEATT
IO FIF R $4 O B, (ot S @5 opF, [Rien sigos s
43 FOTSeE eIty Oreift RSy (SR <=1 STasy SR 1 AR RN, SIS
& TG TR (YT G O AT ST B OIS T | T, AL *P- I W,
“OTYIF ST NS B O AFFEHOR TAT | (T O o [oq O} 8 I8 933 T© Mold
QNS AFH FICO HN (7 O ©© BN | ONIT IR AFFEHIOR Yo WK = ORI
IR | BN A2 * [T WRF OO TF TV GSANHIE S0 21 ATO =37
STRICT, SN O (AT Y2 FOAY THI AL I8 NG 38 *[HJ SRICTF |7

CF g STAFT 8 FITNF gfo

PGY O IANF S I21 FIRACK 1) (T *AOIY YRS AWR, O YeT0 (v g A
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O *13eIQTF (Basic Core Vocabulary)

SIS N PR QR A1 [T ACF T A GRS S STOIRONR T0F | (127F N2
B0 [RITT = O O Y6 AT 2 *1F| ANAR (AN G AR ST (AT
IG LA SATNIG 2 I A ARISN Q6T T2 IRATT N | (T

SIS 8 ARARE T=E: 1, W, OI2, @ TS|

oI SIAIN: oy, 9, 93, (7 2o |
ST AR-2OT: =[O, AT, W1, 5T 2o |
YN AT 8 AFFS: T, 9, AR 8 NMZATAI NN 2onH |

AR YN WFHPO FA *[MF O el MAwIVT] T Basic core vocabulary I 1 (F
e GIRNLRCNR T MO T ¥ (e %o {6 20 I | (TSF N I
*3 SIGIA N 4 I N | AN G IIT0 SRS @R AR 902 F41 (IR
3¢ *RE JMHT FHONF FIZTS ZCOR ©F (AT ZCICR | WI¥T JF1S NN 4TS =S (T, I
3 SIONAT ZRNC GRNT ATCAFFF | FIEAT RN X AT T =N oroS [FRo!
HFIE® =T | TG RN o 8972 O AT (N6 B | (T STNCGE NN
TP AL AT ([ (VAN I ]2 (NOTN@ ORI A5 BT, OItnd $UAT OIS YJ
T® IVNEATT 8 VO o A1 & Fi¥ AMS H(A | WWH(H, NG A GH IAIATHIA (TAI
STNIG] ARCAF GO18 (AT ST [T, N (AT AOR W NG FIACYT OICHF OIS TV JoT
4T3 WHNFIS® 1 SR 2 |

A w0 P

FTU R (SIS TIFH & YOGS (FT1B

AN S8BT 16T MATGF (Gl WAZS | IR (Gl (35 NRIATH STHRAINF
TZHFW| 2 WBRIAF FINT AR AL FLT ©IF 20! A IR SN | OF 2
S RIGER P SR mﬁxﬁr—a’wzgﬂ@a ST 7567 <Gl T, TOTE N A0 Z0el
ST, Y1 932 S8 | S8 GRS G SIN I 20l PO | 2= JoIgs B
Ol TS AGS, ROV A2 RS9 W6lera WK A1 O G 8 G
QI 2R TN O [T N BB AT | OrFfkn NI NGART Oid SI[INT
BT FEAEN (T, FOL OISR G2 NTISTEA WAB B A 57 GANSTHT (TF A ©IRTS
0T TS I FARE | (FIAT fNHE WAL OIF 39 (TAHIF NI G G- A PO
IFRE A} AMFH | WY (T ATFOF & ANGd AFITN IS B, O QN N (T TS
(12 NTF THIES S| ION I G CFq ST NN T PR (A(F O A
BTG (Data) ST FAT Z(ACY, O Yoo AMGATST NI B | AIIOIFIA FHCA o
R TGN (Gt ERIC)(€5) PR ST S| O OIS (AT g2 (NN
ARISINT AOK 7557 F I <1\9>uw FCY O IF VY FHOF VD ﬁR‘CEI B 4<%
T TS Y WA (67| TN G A2 OEF IR WNHPO! [ FOY
TN N I2 WNZIF (NG (@ g YNUE IR 7755 w1 T1W:

5. - SIS 23°TeT 8 OrETE GifbeTor: FG AR ST STLHTS (AN~ FRIAFIN
TG I TR FCH ACHAN— 16 ZCE STAE S I8 SNHB Yo “FGY O |

SR T G0 WoTd STRG-S1 (e ATSTIN 1T & R+ OINrg STeoy 9 T orssre e
AR | BT (T (6 TZCG2 A6 JATE 8 JATO A

FOY OIET: 92 N QRO (¥ Givel 8 Biow | Ry S ZfH OrNE el FO
O SO *HE T ARAO® 2, WS FA WD Gy A |
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2. AIfoHfRT Frsr 8 AMIfSr CoPEFrom: PFT 25T S0 ISV AGINT GHNGIodl
Fe-FLACGT AT, =R A1 230G LITH N TN FACZ | T OIAR A0 o I s
(R 33 TS NG AT (ASNTINHR (Communication) SR O fRTGTHA WrowEIA
ARIITS W OIEF ST @ FAGTN 20T HOrR|

ST ARG @ fAfoa Sgrav

16 OIS fOPUT AYTS (A O Lexicon I *IHACHTY (O(F & ©OTIT Reinforcement & I
T4 WOTS Gl d48 JR0 NHE ARFINE LN SN OFO T ATIGN| I3 0%
LR RS S ER RN K FRISI B

« (T oI O, IR [ Fo1 (W2 ©Itid fAfo1 (o7 w418 O AT wasfe|
(TN, SATe@T Sy &f e V1| WAfBF A T8 O A7 932 G2 [@AfHte I3 51
PII ASTI2 BT O ATI O ARIHNT W5 FIGw™ 172

IO TN AR GGIoR Orvd MeF $z7, TFO 8 ORI T=F Foo AT GIR|
S8 GoIfod Ond NeF @Y S« ey oo AR Fipho (TR
TANRS(T & (FIHRZT BT (GITET (DI (T4 LNV (OICOI SITHR OIS TSR Gy
oy (OfF FERN| FUY I S8 GRG0 OIFF J6e AU ACHS SdoS A O, VAT
3318 IFC Fog [ (Of FEN, I NN (@R 5 | IS AMCUsT Fy [y F
ASTHBTS A2 [ ABGS FT (AR

Y FARINA Too1aT-13foay 8 et

waww«ﬁ@%mﬁmq@aﬁ? (OOl G219 AOIBNGT ]S IOAT AR
SIS OF FoF (AT W FI | 42 [T VTS F[TREer a1 =0

y. T & ST[Y FAR (High and Front Vowels) : i’ (2): I2 $RING SOOI ST G131 O5e 432
STY OIS WIZN B | I e JF @*g% 1 OIS ¥ (Ol 2T e’ () 8 ‘@’ (|0):
QA8 SIY FIRM, O i (R)-d9 QN [G31 fFREI N6 I | IR Rfesfe
OHIRTR ST oM AR YL AN M Ay QR[0T S, I F0e I3 407 SIFord

e =7

2. 518 8 fVH FIRW (Back and Low Vowels): ‘u’ (), ‘0> (8) 8 0" (|): I2 *Y*BI§ RN
A oI (R M S T

‘@’ (WN): A6 [V TR R F1o FE| 92 /NSET AVoN N4+ ({201 G0
= FRYeTel (Vibrancy) | 92 RINGSET TSI =FAINT DIACIR FOY OIN ST I LHER
SIS =y ST (SfF =T

0. O A1t 8 IV ol5: FOY SINSIN! NI ATLEVS FUA IAR STV A3F 32K I O
891 GG [ (T (Stress) MTT AMH | I3 WSTS ATS I (G (RTF FIACY SR
IENOS B0 MEATT O AITNY IGNT ACF| [T T 07 (W) G2 ‘@’ (W) K/
TCEIROR STNY FF WA QMR O (A(F I (097 (A(F STPIfTe T, TN 92 ONF ey
Ry |

UL O (TN Fl-* [FTo7retn *11 91 {31 137 =, (onf~ W8 fFg (IES 757 a1
(7| G2 (IR STAR T2 B0 ol ‘Standard’ RO NH | (T 21— (AT R 18T
(CTN 1 LIS T 6 LTSN T95H) ([FRITS ST (AN’ HHK(0 IRV A ACH | [5G ©r
TS S I A N 0 NN *FT B2 P | WAL NGTS S, MG SIT A (AT
M~ 331 [T @RIte =fFa= *=/f6 921 41 =W TAWHE TN (AP 33 @RS
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CNCIAT = P_AT
EICOEIARIREIERIICE
SN 8 FRTIE Tre *IHR CHid IS
W, ©f ¥, (5T — 4=, [N, s/
(QIRATTS (AT, ST, AATF) — BN, AN, T3 *[ A I FA1 2|

CEATSS STRENR G2 AT RIS FOY AIPIYCRA A0 efﬁwmﬁm&q
TN F AR QUM ASH IMHT TOTSAT NIANS (IS STATHIN ACTTH

ZTWW fITErgr (Morpheme Breakdown), WIHoF EﬁﬁW?’ﬁﬁT (IPA) ST=yTs!
THRY [T G393 WANS TSN (Syllabic Structure)-5T2 MNAF OFeGd F[ACIAT

B RIS T =T R0 92 oS [TV FTY OFEF RNTS MBI 933 A7 T
W <1°IJ)IDJIC<D \‘)ll\‘é<13\‘)|(.<1 ][N AJAN] <P<l(.<l|

. FOYIFT: I JGAT HIEAT A |
JILAT IAAFT: N MG R
« N AGAT FTAT ATTRIN’-IF 17N (Morpheme) Fofe RTAFY N6 (R8T =0

W@Tm fIC2rTT (Morpheme Breakdown)

FOLTH Aform fatergeT ¢ wy
oo
g (En) a5 T (TSN T, JHFIGN JAL)
AGAT (Erpa) | G G ([T17 *m)
BT (Kala) PleA-AT T-STT ((FAMYe/Root Verb)
ATSTAN ANR-A | 1Y (FONN IO Bl [NCHHF) + 7 CILTIIFIAT) + SN
(Lagdan) (GG FFT JFIoA [Rof )

FAYTOIGS fTCATT : G (W) + GGAT (JMMEG) + FIEAT () + AN (2 (OR/TR) |

G« (En): 46 W'&IW'@_TI ALY JIBFIGA (First Person Singular) yHﬁTYII

dGAT (Erpa): aawafzﬂf%l ‘g?@zrmmsﬂaq—am‘ FRACE [ROTT RS W1 AFCEAS BLed, O12
A5 SRR ARG A AT BT W2 7T =

FIET (Kala): A5 T 41g FeT (TSTN) (F 0G|

TSIV (Lagdan): 96 &ﬁmﬂ?ﬁfﬁmmﬂ‘m PIGI6 TSN TBLY (Continuous tense) I
CIATCANT R

TS (Lag): TN IONN 1 F0OTST (5o H= |

B (an): SN N FE (T FST =T N (GN) |

wlﬂlwllqﬁs NON (Linguistic Structure)

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet): en erpa kala lagdan
Phonological structure: e-e-a-a-a->-a
Syllabic structure: vc. veev. cvev. Cveeve

2. FGY DT O AN JATCT RISTA|
JIEEAT: 82 FAMD (MATS A |

«“ S AN AT RISTA- 4 TN (Morpheme) fof&<s fRTRFY (RS =
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ﬁﬁﬂ/ﬁi"f{ﬁﬁfﬁﬂ‘f (Morpheme Breakdown)

FGY  AAN faverge 8 =i

REd oo

M(A) 82 (MO NTH*IF LN R I7ZS =) |

AN N T (B0 (NI [T 2m) |

(Pup)

GATH  GF+ S+ (3 (RATS I (AU G | Q4T ' GF (A1 (RT), = ((AGF)
(Eréage) G]2 ' (NS Rofe) |

WSTH W8+ (d SITAT I A | QAN TS T BRIHH #1732 ' [
(Daole) Nof FICS ST FA|

ANYTOIGP SITATGAT: O (82) + o (Fo) + QAT ((TUTO) + AISTA (L) |

W (A): I BT T AIZS (HIAT IHLH [N FACO AT 2T (That) |
A (Pup): I I T | 4 o ((HEFF) AAMONI TF N (S W (83) T AFW
46 NI Tare2 @RI

SRTTST (Erage): TG O (BT {EHF S <€ TS FACE A (A0S, (Y09 I FACS’
(Infinitive) T B 2T | AN GF (CRT) + €5 = (RATS |
WISTH (Diole): PUY SN TN’ TN ST 1 LW | TYN (AT I 1 RACTF @7 31 3371
T, TYN NHI (0T IHF6 ST (LA “(&7) T 20T ABI6 YT |

\':IST'\')quZS NON (Linguistic Structure)

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet): a pup erage daole
Phonological structure: a-u-e-a-e-a-0-e
Syllabic structure: v-cvc. vevev. Cvvev

. FGY AFT- IO I |
JISAT AIFT- AP AT
4G7B IFX- I YT (Morpheme) TOf& RTATT (& =(AT;

oy Eia fIT=rger (Morpheme Breakdown)

FOUE AW faverger 8 =i
a6 m\;—@ g (92/9) + B (MF/AOLY)
g%? RERV ] (AAT/Root Verb) + &N (W EBT 1 ATCH* S]5H
(Bara) Refe)
AATTOIGH [T

AT (Ejgu): fNFEI6! IB TS I2 ZNA6E WITHT 76 W NI 0S| g4t~
GGy WD ATF-NTIE FRITR P60 B 5% T 43¢ %’ AT 18I A AU YL
(Direction) P JIZS | IR &' + M = AT NI T FTY O 42
ANOINGP AP TSI ST T |

JASN (Bard): 46 FOY ST &R Sl {6k AN (Imperative Mood), I RIS IR
BGIRSEGE

I (Bar): Y {Gae 1 41g, T = S5 |
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W (3): T A AL S5 [[RO1S | T (B I3 RN TS 20A Q01T FFT (V) IFI6INI
ST AP P |

O L 1K) [ TeT) Q W(Linguistic Structure)

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet): ezgu bara
Phonological structure: e-u- 2-a
Syllabic structure: vcev. cvev

8. UL JIFT: AIX(A YJ A2 o1l Y|
QT o AR YR IO WS IRR/ANG|
QIZCA Y A2 OIFT AT -3 AT (Morpheme) FSfSF RTRFY NG (AT =T

W/ﬁm fIT=rgT (Morpheme Breakdown)
FOUIH AW faterge 8 oy

v

qIR1d MR- =R QIRA) + 4 (B[P [[ROS/Locative case)
(Bahre)

Yq (Khub)  ¢J YJ/25' (RO - afS GHI6 AIF© *170)
MET| RER| IO (R °m)
(Paiya)
KOF=1 VE]] rOI/RIST ([RT17 M)
(Takka)
=yt AT A5 (P FAAN) + W GRTIFIR) + 7 (TN IS 3
(Laggli) e /O ~IEF ST S5 =)
AATTOI G SICATHNT

JIZTA (Bahre): & *3 AR’ (Bahhar) | O ST &’ (e) [Rof® T& =0T A2 A1 IR 7L
AFH T | A F T Ffo|

R (Paiya): A6 JH0 IFF AN I SIANAR [RTIT TIFH (TSN ([ROT

OTERT (Takka): $LL O IO [{TFT A 92 Y& Al (Free Morpheme) |

AT (Laggli): AU AT (Lag) 20T {&HANSA A 411 - (-li) AoTH6 Wors ST,
YN FGY T IR Fifersr SR SRR (WACHON IF (TN IO I3 TN
TSN FICAK T N B

m NON (Linguistic Structure)

IPA (International Phonetic Alphabet): bahre khub paiya takka laggsli
Phonological Structure : a-e-u-a-i- 3-a-a-a-o-1

Syllabic Structure (1e1 91 BIGED 91‘2)7[): CVCCV. CVC. cvveV. cvev. Cveevev

IR M REI]

AT I T, FUY O (I OIF91O ATET N, FUY O 18 GG FCAP 2SN
IR ATHI 3o, (76 3¢ B AP TR I G ieted | TON [N TN
fiﬁﬁ QAT A 3\c<1|\97<1 ol Six-olq‘ﬂﬁ’r OISR BT PUILT WOl AMSF SN =Gy
BT FFC Awers | B-OifFFer 432 STMiF SRR TGS T FOY ORIE T
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(PIVTSHAT P (FEACR | O T FAT G2 (T, (Ol ﬁﬁs Wm@w ]2 Ao oIl
OOl $UY OIS [T 2O (ATF TF FA V@ HF STATHA FACR | OINIF SBYNG
FATAC MO LN TSI N, O G ATIO AMOIINP AFTHIONH ISA SN
(AFFTO =8 (T, PUY ONK & @ 8 TGS G AN AT 8 Y7 =P
(Dictionary) T T JFTS WIS | TP BT AAE T O TANE ASGS AT
aa\ﬁwﬁﬁrw&—rmmaﬁmﬁirmwwm@mﬁmﬂﬁtamm
I SRFOT I | O YorlGP GWWE@W‘T (A2 FGY O ATHY (FIe
TGO d ARG N, SNHR NP OIEIRoT TE 93 AT “MEw | WyHNe
Y (VAIHN A STNCOIGF ARFFNL WL FGY O WRIHS TS (M I “MF
AR ST AT WYeTH N |

OYR]S:

S. ®Y, TN, ST STINICET 8 JI2&7 1] FeIFIol; FBH [N, S50, . W8S |

2. GG, N1 93 SRIFND , ST, FAFST: (G AR, 2050, 9, 28¢ |

©. GBSl SHAPNIR, 9T FTSERT 52 I, IOl ("G AR, 2008, 2052 |

8. GRS, GBI, JTeaT] o TB] JHETT, FeIBIST: (" AfRVe, 2059 |

¢. NGNAIR, NICH, J&7 ORT VIFV (SN 4S), AATO AR, S059 |

Y. NI, YN, G778 /G, FABIOT: N ST, oo |

a. C4ST0T, &Y 5128, FEY e HFCPIT, W56 AATGY: T (257, 2022

Y. 8F18, ©. R, W G (oners 56 STeme Al Size (45T, WERY MAreeiE: G
(A, 08|

&. ATGIRGST (5 (ITS Q'9), VTS STEFIR IR, IS, TN, T ArGi=F, 20291
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