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Abstract 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule occupies a significant place in the history of modern India as a pioneering 

social reformer, anti-caste thinker, educator, and advocate of social justice. His philosophy emerged as a 

powerful critique of caste oppression, gender discrimination, religious orthodoxy, and social exclusion. 

The present study examines Phule's ideological contributions and their relevance to contemporary debates 

on inclusive development in India. It explores his ideas of equality, education, rationalism, women's 

emancipation, universal humanism, and empowerment of marginalized communities. The study further 

analyses constitutional safeguards, welfare policies, and development programmes designed for 

Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Classes, minorities, women, children, and persons 

with disabilities. Using a descriptive and analytical approach, the paper argues that Phule's vision 

continues to provide an intellectual foundation for inclusive governance and social transformation. The 

study concludes that genuine inclusive development requires not only legal protections and welfare 

measures but also a transformation of social attitudes, institutional practices, and power relations that 

perpetuate exclusion. 
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Introduction 

Inclusive development has emerged as one of the most important goals of contemporary 

democratic societies. It seeks to ensure that economic growth, social opportunities, and political 

participation are accessible to all sections of society, particularly those historically subjected to 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2606268 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c431 
 

discrimination and exclusion. In India, the challenge of inclusive development is closely linked to issues 

of caste, class, gender, religion, disability, and regional disparities. 

More than a century before the concept of inclusive development gained policy significance, 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule articulated a vision of social transformation grounded in equality, dignity, and 

human freedom. Through his writings, educational initiatives, and reform movements, he challenged 

structures of domination that marginalized large sections of Indian society. His efforts laid the foundation 

for later movements advocating social justice and democratic rights. 

Phule's contribution extends beyond social reform. His ideas offer a comprehensive framework 

for understanding the relationship between education, empowerment, equality, and development. In 

contemporary India, where social inequalities continue to persist despite constitutional safeguards and 

welfare programmes, Phule's philosophy remains highly relevant. 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To examine the ideology of Mahatma Jyotirao Phule in relation to social justice and inclusive 

development. 

2. To analyse the constitutional safeguards and welfare policies available for marginalized 

communities in India. 

3. To assess the relevance of Phule's ideas in addressing contemporary forms of social exclusion. 

4. To suggest measures for strengthening the implementation of welfare policies and promoting 

inclusive governance. 

Research Methodology 

The study is based on secondary sources, including books, journal articles, government reports, 

constitutional provisions, policy documents, census data, and scholarly writings on Mahatma Jyotirao 

Phule. A descriptive and analytical approach has been adopted to interpret Phule's philosophy and 

examine its relevance to contemporary development policies. 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule: Vision and Ideology 

Jyotirao Phule (1827–1890) was among the earliest thinkers to challenge the social inequalities 

embedded within the caste system. He believed that all human beings are equal by birth and deserve equal 

access to education, resources, opportunities, and dignity. His philosophy was founded upon the 

principles of liberty, equality, fraternity, and rational inquiry. 

Phule's critique of caste was not merely a criticism of social hierarchy but a broader challenge to 

systems of domination that deprived people of their fundamental rights. Through works such as 

Gulamgiri and Brahmanache Kasab, he exposed the ideological foundations of caste-based oppression 

and advocated social reconstruction based on justice and equality. 

The establishment of the Satyashodhak Samaj in 1873 represented his commitment to creating a 

society free from caste discrimination, religious orthodoxy, and gender inequality. The movement 

promoted critical thinking, social awareness, and collective empowerment among marginalized 

communities. 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 6 June 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2606268 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org c432 
 

Phule's Concept of Inclusive Development 

Although the term "inclusive development" did not exist during Phule's lifetime, his ideas strongly 

resonate with its contemporary meaning. For Phule, development was not confined to economic growth; 

it involved the social, educational, political, and moral advancement of all individuals. 

His model of development rested upon five interconnected principles: 

Equality 

Phule argued that all individuals possess equal rights regardless of caste, religion, gender, or social status. 

He viewed social inequality as the primary obstacle to human development. 

Education 

Education was the most powerful instrument of liberation. Phule believed that access to knowledge would 

enable marginalized communities to challenge oppression and participate actively in public life. 

Women's Empowerment 

Phule and Savitribai Phule pioneered women's education in India and challenged practices such as child 

marriage, widow oppression, and restrictions on women's rights. 

Rationalism 

He encouraged people to question blind faith, superstition, and oppressive social customs. Rational 

thinking was viewed as essential for social progress. 

Universal Humanism 

Phule promoted a vision of society based on mutual respect, freedom, and brotherhood. His philosophy 

transcended caste and religious boundaries and emphasized the shared humanity of all individuals. 

Marginalized Communities in India: Constitutional Safeguards and Development 

Initiatives 

Scheduled Castes 

Scheduled Castes have historically experienced social exclusion, discrimination, and economic 

deprivation. Constitutional provisions such as Articles 14, 15, 16, 17, 46, 330, 332, 335, and 338 provide 

legal and institutional safeguards. Legislation such as the Protection of Civil Rights Act, 1955, and the 

Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes (Prevention of Atrocities) Act, 1989, seeks to protect their rights. 

Various schemes, including scholarships, financial development corporations, hostels, skill 

development programmes, and entrepreneurship initiatives, have been introduced to promote their socio-

economic advancement. 

Scheduled Tribes 

Scheduled Tribes represent some of the most vulnerable communities in India. Constitutional 

protections under the Fifth and Sixth Schedules, the Panchayats (Extension to Scheduled Areas) Act, 

1996, and the Forest Rights Act, 2006, aim to protect tribal autonomy and resource rights. 
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Government initiatives such as Eklavya Model Residential Schools, Van Dhan Vikas Yojana, PM 

Janjatiya Vikas Mission, and livelihood development programmes seek to improve educational and 

economic opportunities. 

Religious and Linguistic Minorities 

The Constitution guarantees minorities the right to preserve their language, culture, and 

educational institutions under Articles 29 and 30. Various commissions and welfare schemes support 

educational, social, and economic development among minority communities. 

Other Backward Classes 

The recognition of Other Backward Classes reflects India's commitment to addressing historical 

inequalities. Constitutional provisions, reservations, and institutional mechanisms such as the National 

Commission for Backward Classes seek to enhance social and educational mobility. 

Women 

Women's empowerment remains central to inclusive development. Constitutional guarantees, 

legislative reforms, and welfare schemes have expanded women's access to education, healthcare, 

employment, and political representation. Recent initiatives, including the Women's Reservation Act, 

represent important steps toward gender-inclusive governance. 

Children 

Children constitute a vital component of human development. Constitutional protections, 

educational rights, nutrition programmes, child protection laws, and welfare schemes seek to ensure their 

healthy growth and development. 

Persons with Disabilities 

The Rights of Persons with Disabilities Act, 2016, significantly expanded legal protections and 

opportunities for persons with disabilities. Inclusive education, employment reservations, accessibility 

measures, and rehabilitation programmes contribute to their social inclusion. 

Contemporary Relevance of Phule's Thought 

Despite constitutional guarantees and welfare policies, many marginalized communities continue 

to experience discrimination, poverty, exclusion, and unequal access to opportunities. Phule's philosophy 

remains relevant because it addresses the structural roots of inequality rather than merely its symptoms. 

His emphasis on education, social awareness, dignity, and collective empowerment offers 

valuable insights for contemporary policy-making. Inclusive development cannot be achieved solely 

through welfare programmes; it requires transforming social attitudes, institutional practices, and power 

structures that perpetuate exclusion. 

Suggestions 

1. Strengthen the implementation and monitoring of welfare schemes. 

2. Expand access to quality education for marginalized communities. 

3. Promote social awareness programmes to combat discrimination and prejudice. 
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4. Encourage community participation in development planning. 

5. Improve accountability mechanisms for safeguarding constitutional rights. 

6. Integrate Phule's philosophy into educational curricula and public policy discourse. 

Conclusion 

Mahatma Jyotirao Phule's ideology represents one of the earliest and most comprehensive visions 

of inclusive development in India. His commitment to equality, education, women's empowerment, 

rationalism, and social justice continues to inspire contemporary efforts toward building an equitable 

society. While India has established numerous constitutional safeguards and welfare programmes for 

marginalized communities, significant challenges remain. The realization of Phule's vision requires not 

only effective implementation of laws and policies but also a broader transformation of social 

consciousness. Inclusive development becomes meaningful only when every individual, irrespective of 

caste, tribe, religion, gender, disability, or socio-economic background, enjoys equal opportunities, 

dignity, and participation in the nation's progress. 
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