www.ijcrt.org © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 5 May 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882

éb INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE

9 RESEARCH THOUGHTS (1JCRT)
&Ea & An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal
Storytelling Through Temple Mural Art in India
!Kalimuthu, 2Dr. Rajendran

LAssistant Professor, Department of Visual Communication, VVels Institute of Science, Technology & Advanced Studies
(VISTAS), Chennai,  Tamil Nadu, India.

2 Professor, Government College of Architecture and Sculpture
Mallapuram, Tamil Nadu, India.

Abstract

Temple mural art in India represents a rich tradition of visual storytelling that combines religion, culture,
history, and artistic expression within sacred architectural spaces. These murals served not only as decorative
elements but also as important communication tools that conveyed mythological narratives, philosophical
teachings, moral values, and social traditions to devotees and the general public. This study explores the
narrative techniques employed in Indian temple mural art and examines how storytelling is achieved through
composition, symbolism, color schemes, gestures, expressions, and sequential visual arrangements. The paper
focuses on prominent mural traditions from regions such as Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, and the Ajanta
caves, each of which reflects unique regional aesthetics, religious influences, and historical contexts. The
study highlights how mural artists effectively transformed temple walls and ceilings into narrative spaces
capable of educating and emotionally engaging viewers regardless of literacy levels. Particular attention is
given to the use of continuous narration, iconography, spatial organization, and symbolic color representation
as methods of visual communication. In addition to their artistic value, temple murals also function as cultural
archives that document historical lifestyles, rituals, costumes, music, dance, and socio-political structures of
different periods in Indian history. The paper further discusses the contemporary relevance of temple mural
traditions in the fields of visual communication, digital storytelling, heritage studies, and cultural preservation.
It also addresses the challenges faced in conserving mural heritage due to environmental damage,
modernization, and inadequate restoration practices. The study concludes that Indian temple murals remain
an enduring example of how visual art can effectively communicate complex narratives, preserve cultural
memory, and continue to influence modern artistic and media practices

Keywords: Temple mural art, visual storytelling, Indian art, narrative painting, temple culture, mural
traditions, visual communication

1. INTRODUCTION

Storytelling has always played a central role in Indian cultural traditions. Long before the development
of modern media, visual art forms were used to communicate religious teachings, myths, and moral values to
society. Among these traditions, temple mural art occupies a unique place because it combines architecture,
religion, painting, and narrative expression within sacred spaces. Temple murals became a medium through
which artists visually narrated stories from epics such as the Ramayana and Mahabharata, as well as stories
from the Puranas and regional folklore. Indian temple murals are found across different regions, including the
Ajanta caves of Maharashtra, the Brihadeeswarar Temple in Tamil Nadu, and the mural traditions of Kerala
temples. These paintings served both aesthetic and educational functions. Since literacy was limited in ancient
times, murals helped communicate complex religious concepts to the general public through visual narratives.

This paper focuses on how storytelling techniques are embedded in temple mural art traditions in India
and how these artworks continue to influence contemporary visual communication practices.

IJCRT2605445 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | d802


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 5 May 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882

Historical Background of Temple Mural Art

The history of mural painting in India dates back to ancient times. The Ajanta cave paintings created during
the Gupta period are among the earliest and most celebrated examples of narrative mural traditions. These
paintings depict scenes from the Jataka tales and Buddhist teachings through expressive human figures and
carefully arranged compositions.

During the Chola period in Tamil Nadu, temple murals flourished under royal patronage. Murals in temples
such as Brihadeeswarar Temple presented stories related to Shaivism and royal achievements. Similarly, the
Vijayanagara and Nayak periods witnessed the expansion of mural traditions across South India. In Kerala,
temple mural art developed a highly decorative and symbolic style characterized by natural pigments, bold
outlines, and expressive faces. Kerala murals often depicted stories of Krishna, Shiva, and Devi in vibrant
colors. In Rajasthan, mural traditions reflected themes of royal life, mythology, and devotional practices.

These mural traditions demonstrate how visual storytelling evolved differently across India while maintaining
a strong connection with religion and culture

2.REVIEW OF LITERATURE

« Storyboarding has roots in pre-cinematic experiments and gained prominence with Disney's "Snow
White" and Menzies' work on "Gone with the Wind" (Pallant & Price, 2015).

« Hitchcock's innovative use of storyboards, especially in "Psycho," highlighted its importance in visual
storytelling(Pallant & Price, 2015).

Contemporary murals, while rooted in tradition, reflect modern techniques and themes, challenging the
notion of a definitive end to the mural tradition (Sathish, 2014).

Cultural Significance

Murals act as repositories of collective memory, influencing historical narratives and public understanding,
particularly in a diverse cultural landscape like India (D, 2025).

They serve as a bridge between the past and present, allowing for a continuous dialogue about identity and
spirituality.

While temple murals are celebrated for their storytelling capabilities, some argue that contemporary
interpretations may dilute traditional narratives, raising questions about authenticity and cultural preservation,
emotional expression, and theatrical aesthetics within modern digital production systems.

Indian temple mural art has been widely studied as an important form of visual culture, religious
communication, and historical documentation. Scholars have examined its stylistic evolution, symbolic
representation, and narrative techniques across different regions of India. Existing literature reveals that temple
murals function not only as aesthetic expressions but also as educational and spiritual media that communicate
religious philosophy and social values.

According to Ananda K. Coomaraswamy (1927), Indian art traditions are deeply connected to spirituality and
symbolism, where visual representation serves as a medium for conveying metaphysical ideas. His studies on
Indian painting emphasize the importance of iconography and narrative continuity in temple art. Similarly, C.
Sivaramamurti (1970) examined mural traditions in South India and highlighted the role of temple paintings
in preserving mythological narratives and devotional practices. He observed that murals used expressive
gestures, colors, and spatial organization to communicate complex religious themes effectively.

Research by M. A. Dhaky (1997) explored the architectural integration of mural paintings within temple
spaces. His work explains how murals were strategically positioned to enhance ritual experience and guide
devotees through visual storytelling. Studies on the Ajanta Caves by Walter M. Spink (2005) provide detailed
insights into Buddhist narrative murals and continuous storytelling techniques. Spink emphasized the
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emotional depth and compositional sophistication of Ajanta murals, identifying them as masterpieces of
ancient Indian visual communication.

In the context of Kerala mural traditions, Adoor Gopalakrishnan (2011) discussed the relationship between
ritual performance, classical aesthetics, and mural art. His observations indicate that Kerala murals are
characterized by vibrant colors, rhythmic lines, and symbolic visual language rooted in temple traditions.
Furthermore, contemporary scholars such as B. N. Goswamy (2018) have highlighted the relevance of
traditional Indian narrative art forms in understanding modern visual communication and storytelling
practices.

Recent heritage conservation studies have focused on the preservation challenges faced by temple murals due
to environmental deterioration, urbanization, and inadequate restoration techniques. These studies stress the
importance of digital documentation and interdisciplinary conservation methods to protect mural heritage for
future generations. Overall, the literature demonstrates that Indian temple murals remain a significant source
for understanding visual storytelling, cultural identity, and religious communication in Indian art history.

3. RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This study adopts a qualitative and descriptive research methodology to examine the narrative techniques and
visual storytelling methods used in Indian temple mural art. The research primarily relies on secondary data
collected from books, journal articles, museum archives, research papers, heritage reports, and digital
documentation related to Indian mural traditions. Historical and art-based literature concerning mural paintings
from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, and the Ajanta caves were systematically reviewed to understand
regional styles, symbolic representations, and storytelling structures.

The study employs visual analysis as the primary method for interpreting mural compositions, color usage,
iconography, gestures, spatial arrangements, and sequential narration. Selected mural artworks were analyzed
comparatively to identify common narrative patterns and region-specific artistic characteristics. The research
also incorporates cultural and communication-based approaches to evaluate how murals functioned as
educational and religious communication tools within temple environments.

In addition, the study references conservation reports and heritage studies to understand the contemporary
relevance and preservation challenges of temple murals. The methodology emphasizes interdisciplinary
perspectives by integrating concepts from art history, visual communication, cultural studies, and heritage
conservation. This approach enables a comprehensive understanding of temple mural art as both an artistic
tradition and a powerful medium of visual storytelling in Indian culture.

4. FINDINGS AND SUGGESTIONS
General Findings

e Indian temple murals functioned as powerful visual communication tools for conveying religious
stories, moral teachings, and philosophical ideas.

o Narrative techniques such as continuous narration, symbolic representation, and sequential
composition were effectively used to guide viewers through stories.

o Regional mural traditions in Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Rajasthan, and Ajanta developed unique artistic
styles influenced by local culture, religion, and royal patronage.

e Color symbolism played an important role in identifying divine characters, emotional moods, and
spiritual meanings.

o Gestures, facial expressions, costumes, and body postures enhanced emotional engagement and
storytelling clarity.

o Temple murals served as educational media in ancient society, especially for people with limited
literacy.

o Murals preserved valuable historical information related to architecture, rituals, music, dance, clothing,
and social life of different periods.

e The integration of murals with temple architecture created immersive spiritual and narrative
experiences for devotees.
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Ajanta murals demonstrated advanced visual storytelling techniques comparable to modern cinematic
sequencing.

Many temple murals are currently facing deterioration due to environmental damage, neglect,
pollution, and improper restoration practices.

Contemporary visual media such as animation, cinema, graphic design, and digital storytelling
continue to draw inspiration from traditional mural narratives.

Temple mural art contributes significantly to cultural identity, heritage tourism, and traditional art
education in India.

Suggestions

Government and heritage organizations should strengthen conservation and restoration programs for
temple murals.

Digital documentation and 3D archiving techniques should be implemented to preserve mural artworks
for future research and education.

Educational institutions should include Indian mural traditions in visual communication, art history,
and media studies curricula.

Awareness programs and exhibitions should be conducted to educate the public about the cultural
significance of temple murals.

Artists and designers should explore traditional mural storytelling techniques in contemporary digital
media and animation projects.

Interdisciplinary research combining art history, archaeology, communication studies, and
conservation science should be encouraged.

Advanced scientific conservation methods should be used instead of unscientific repainting or
restoration practices.

Tourism departments should promote temple mural heritage responsibly while ensuring protection of
fragile artworks.

Workshops and training programs should be organized to preserve traditional mural painting skills
among younger generations.

Collaboration between local communities, researchers, museums, and cultural institutions can improve
mural preservation efforts.

Virtual Reality (VR) and Augmented Reality (AR) technologies can be used to create immersive
educational experiences based on temple mural narratives.

More comparative studies should be conducted to analyze similarities between traditional Indian mural
storytelling and modern visual narrative techniques

5. CONCLUSION

Temple mural art in India represents a powerful form of visual storytelling that combines religion, culture,
aesthetics, and communication. Through symbolic imagery, narrative sequencing, and expressive composition,
mural artists transformed temple walls into educational and spiritual spaces. These murals not only preserved
myths and traditions but also shaped collective cultural memory. The study of temple mural storytelling
highlights the sophistication of Indian visual traditions and their continuing relevance in contemporary
communication and artistic practices. Preserving these murals is essential for safeguarding India’s cultural
heritage and understanding the evolution of visual storytelling in Indian art history.

Reference:

1.Kramrisch, Stella. The Hindu Temple. Motilal Banarsidass, 2019.

2.Sivaramamurti, C. South Indian Paintings. National Book Trust, 2020.

3.Harle, J.C. The Art and Architecture of the Indian Subcontinent. Yale University Press, 2021.

4.Archer, W.G. Indian Paintings from the Punjab Hills. Oxford University Press, 2020.

5.Dehejia, Vidya. Indian Art. Phaidon Press, 2021.

6.Michell, George. The Hindu Temple: An Introduction to Its Meaning and Forms. University of Chicago
Press, 2020.

7. Coomaraswamy, A. K. (1927). History of Indian and Indonesian art. Dover Publications.

8. Dhaky, M. A. (1997). The Indian temple forms in Karnata inscriptions and architecture. Abhinav
Publications.

IJCRT2605445 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | d805


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 5 May 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882

9. Gopalakrishnan, A. (2011). Kerala mural painting tradition and aesthetics. DC Books.

10. Goswamy, B. N. (2018). The spirit of Indian painting: Close encounters with 101 great works. Penguin
Random House India.

11. Sivaramamurti, C. (1970). South Indian paintings. National Museum, New Delhi.
12. Spink, W. M. (2005). Ajanta: History and development (Vols. 1-5). Brill Academic Publishers.

IJCRT2605445 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | d806


http://www.ijcrt.org/

