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cultural consciousness 

Culture as making love or war is – in all the rich nuance of condition and expression – an 

indispensable tool of society and civilization changing, especially during times of great historical 

disruption when such things happen like political implosion, massive war or any prolonged 

circumstances of social and economic crisis. Social action can be transmitted through the literary 

General (poetry, drama and more). It returns, it’s driving in a convertible on top of reality. The 

literature is capable of expressing the fluctuating thought and wants of society, makes it not mere 

refelction house of human activities and aspirtaion or devotional mirror but active partner in forming 

public opinion, bringing about tradition of thought and giving meaning to life. See also In the 
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aftermath of enormous crisis, literature served a critical social purpose in Britain. The “between the 

wars” period saw massive changes in British society (immortalized in the civil war and similar over-

issues regarding Governmental hegemony of National Identity, Class Structure and (now former) 

Imperial Police). Britain was also undergoing profound social changes at home, among them dwin-

dling country house hege- mony, the empo w erment of the working-class and femi n -ist/labor 

political ideolo g ies, postcol o nial cri tique. All of these changes prepared the ground for new 

literary detaches that would be critical of the past, concerned with the present and tended to envisage 

another future (Hobsbawm 45). In this troubled atmosphere, literature (particularly poetry and drama) 

played a significant role. It could transcend the less-than-insightful recording of events into what 

drove them, and it could transform private suffering into shared experience, ache into understanding, 

loss into narrative and aesthetic ammunition. This was not an arbitrary process, but it was to a great 

extent informed by the literary awareness of those writers and artists resisting dominant conventions, 

reversing mainstream discourse and reinventing memory and identity under alternative 

aesthetic/discursive patterns (Barry 112). In the aftermath, British postwar writing became a spacious 

arena for serious thoughts about life and death, loss and solitude, belonging and alienation, home–

away-from-home-lessness and selfhood — as we witness in Ted Hughes, Philip Larkin or Seville 

Plath. But drama became a more untrammeled space for political, social and philosophical discussion 

– the plays of Samuel Beckett, Harold Pinter, John Osborne and Caryl Churchill (take your pick!) are 

examples. These were works that vibrated with an anti-authoritarian conscience, satirized class 

stratification, issued withering social critiques of imperialism, promoted a rewriting of elitist history 

and pledged allegiance to the service of forgotten, neglected and vulnerable lives.
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