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Abstract

The Tarkasangrahah written by Srimad Annambhatta, is one of the most important works of Indian Logic.
Tarkasangrahah is a short text book based on the Nyaya and Vaisesika philosophy. Although it is brief; it
captivates the reader with its subject matter, simplicity of the language and the style of presentation.By
analyzing the word Tarkasangrahah, one can understand what topics are discussed in the book
Tarkasangrahah. In the ordinary sense the word ‘Tarka’ refers to objection or protest and in the Nyaya
philosophy the word Tarka refers to invalid knowledge (aprama). Srimad Annambhatta neither accept the
word ‘Tarka’ in its ordinary sense nor as invalid knowledge (aprama). He meant by the word tarka seven
categories accepted in Vaisesika philosophy. And the word Samgraha means to give identity. Therefore
Tarkasangrahah means the identification of the seven categories accepted in Vaisesika philosophy. Now
we can say that the book Tarkasangrahah discussed about seven categories i.e Dravya (Substance), Guna
(Quality) Karma, (Action/Motion), Samanya (Generality/Univers),Visesa (Particularity), Samavaya
(Inherence), and Abhava (Non-existence).

The discussion about the categories already done in the text Padartha-dharma-sangraha by the
Prasastapada before the Tarkasangrahah. Tarkasangrahah actually represent as a pedagogical text.
Annambhatta follows a specific structure in discussing these categories. They are respectively uddesa,
laksana and pariksa. The study highlights Annambhatta’s use of the traditional triad of uddesa—laksana—
pariksa.
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