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Abstract: This study examined the reintegration experiences of former members of the
Communist Party of the Philippines—New People’s Army (CPP-NPA) who availed themselves of the
Philippine government’s Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program (E-CLIP) in the Province
of Cagayan. The research aimed to determine the current state of life of Balik-Loob beneficiaries in
terms of self-adjustment, community intervention, and government assistance. Using a qualitative case
study design, data were collected through semi-structured interviews with twenty (20) identified Balik-
Loob recipients. Thematic analysis was employed to interpret participants’ lived experiences. Findings
revealed significant life changes among participants following their surrender, primarily motivated by
their desire to reunite with their families and pursue a peaceful life.

Government assistance through E-CLIP provided financial support and livelihood opportunities
that facilitated reintegration. Community acceptance also played an important role in their adjustment.
The study concludes that E-CLIP has contributed positively to the reintegration of former rebels in
Cagayan, although sustained institutional and community support remains essential to ensure long-term
stability.

Index Terms - Balik-Loob, E-CLIP, reintegration, former rebels, CPP—NPA.

|. INTRODUCTION

The long-standing armed conflict between the Philippine government and the Communist Party
of the Philippines—New People’s Army (CPP—NPA) has significantly affected national security and
community stability. Various peace initiatives have been introduced to encourage members of insurgent
groups to return to mainstream society. One of the government’s major reintegration mechanisms is the
Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program (E-CLIP), which provides financial assistance,
livelihood support, housing aid, and other benefits to former rebels who formally surrender.

The Balik-Loob Program, implemented under E-CLIP, seeks to facilitate the transition of former
rebels into peaceful civilian life. Beyond financial support, the program emphasizes psychosocial
services, skills training, and coordination with local government units (LGUs) to ensure holistic
reintegration. However, the effectiveness of such programs depends not only on government assistance
but also on community acceptance and the personal adjustment of beneficiaries.
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This study was conducted to examine the lived experiences of Balik-Loob beneficiaries in
Cagayan Province and to assess whether E-CLIP has effectively contributed to improving their quality
of life. Specifically, the research sought to determine the current state of life of Balik-Loob recipients in
terms of self-adjustment, community intervention, and government assistance.

I1. Methodology

This study employed a qualitative research design, specifically a case study approach, to explore
the reintegration experiences of Balik-Loob beneficiaries. The qualitative method was deemed
appropriate because it allowed for in-depth exploration of participants’ personal narratives, motivations,
and perceptions regarding surrender and reintegration.

Twenty (20) Balik-Loob recipients in the Province of Cagayan were purposively selected as
participants. Data were gathered using a semi-structured interview guide designed to explore three major
areas: self-adjustment after surrender, the role of community intervention, and the assistance provided
by the government through E-CLIP. Interviews were conducted individually, and responses were
transcribed and subjected to thematic analysis. Emerging themes were categorized and interpreted to
determine patterns and common experiences among participants.

I11. Results

The findings revealed that participants experienced substantial changes in their lives following
their surrender and enrollment in the E-CLIP program. Many participants reported that their primary
motivation for leaving the CPP—NPA was their desire to reunite with their families and escape prolonged
instability. Feelings of homesickness, exhaustion from armed conflict, and concerns for personal safety
contributed to their decision to surrender.

Participants described living under constant uncertainty during their involvement with the armed
group, particularly due to intensified military operations and reduced support from leadership structures.
Several respondents indicated that unmet expectations and disillusionment with organizational promises
influenced their decision to disengage.

Government assistance through E-CLIP was identified as a critical factor in facilitating
reintegration. Financial aid, livelihood support, and other benefits enabled participants to secure basic
needs and pursue income-generating activities. Many participants expressed that the assistance provided
a foundation for rebuilding their lives and restoring stability within their families.

Community intervention also emerged as an important theme. Most participants reported being
accepted by their communities and experiencing minimal discrimination. Community support
contributed positively to their self-adjustment and confidence in maintaining a peaceful civilian life.

Overall, the findings suggest that the Balik-Loob beneficiaries in Cagayan have generally
achieved improved living conditions and social reintegration, supported by both government assistance
and community acceptance.

V. Discussion

The results indicate that family ties and the aspiration for stability were primary motivations for
surrender among former rebels. These findings align with reintegration theories emphasizing social
bonds and economic security as crucial factors in disengagement from armed movements. The provision
of structured government support through E-CLIP appears to play a significant role in enabling
beneficiaries to transition toward lawful and productive livelihoods.

However, sustainable reintegration requires continuous institutional support. While financial
assistance offers immediate relief, long-term stability depends on access to employment opportunities,
education, psychosocial services, and inclusive community engagement. The positive community
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response reported by participants suggests that local acceptance is a key component of successful
reintegration.

V. Conclusion

Based on the findings, it can be concluded that poverty, limited employment opportunities, and
unmet expectations were among the factors that initially influenced individuals to join the CPP—NPA.
Disillusionment, security concerns, and the desire to reunite with their families later motivated them to
surrender. The Enhanced Comprehensive Local Integration Program (E-CLIP) has contributed
positively to their reintegration by providing financial and livelihood assistance, enabling them to
rebuild their lives. Most participants reported successful reintegration and perceived themselves as
accepted members of their communities.

V1. Recommendations

The Philippine government, particularly agencies involved in the implementation of E-CLIP,
should sustain and strengthen support services for Balik-Loob beneficiaries. Local Government Units
should continue to serve as accessible support centers for former rebels, providing assistance related to
healthcare, housing, livelihood development, education, psychosocial services, and access to
government programs.

Security forces may continue community-based engagement strategies to ensure the safety of
reintegrated individuals while maintaining respect for human rights and community trust. Information
dissemination efforts may also be enhanced to increase awareness of the benefits and processes of
reintegration programs.

National agencies such as the Department of Trade and Industry (DTI) and the Technical
Education and Skills Development Authority (TESDA) may expand livelihood training and
entrepreneurship development programs tailored to former rebels to promote sustainable income
sources.

Future research may examine the long-term sustainability of reintegration outcomes and assess
the impact of E-CLIP across different regions to determine best practices and areas for improvement.
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