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Abstract 

The rapid increase in urban populations within developing nations has now led to a surge in municipal solid 

waste generation that now  to large extend exceeds the processing capabilities of formal institutions. In this 

scenario, it can be clearly seen that the informal waste pickers primarily women act as decentralized 

environmental managers. This research immensely and thoroughly investigates the correlation between 

population pressure and the involvement of women in waste picking  very activities in the Mumbai. In this 

research and a mixed-method research approach was being  utilized, incorporating a primary survey (n=30), 

qualitative interviews getting to know the respondent  and the respondent, and secondary demographic data. 

Statistical methods which is used in such as percentage distribution, and cross-tabulation, and chi-square tests 

were employed and alongside thematic analysis is used. The results indicate around a notable and it can  be 

seen in relationship between migration, household size, and reliance on waste picking as an occupation. Before 

Women more workers play a crucial role in recycling processes and the survival of households, despite facing 

occupational hazards and social marginalization. The study possible concludes that women waste pickers 

represent an informal environmental infrastructure that arises from demographic pressures and should be 

integrated into urban sustainability policies.  

Keywords: urban population, informal economy, recycling labor, gendered livelihood, sustainability, 

migration 
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1. Introduction 

Urbanization has profoundly always transformed both the economic quickly structure and ecological 

equilibrium of cities in the Global South. The ongoing influx of people into urban areas amplifies consumption 

trends, which subsequently escalates under the volume and variety of municipal solid waste. As the density of 

households increases, waste production transitions from a manageable civic duty to a significant urban 

challenge. Nevertheless, in numerous developing nations, across municipal governance frameworks find it 

difficult to adapt to this demographic surge. Constraints in infrastructure, under, workforce capabilities, waste 

segregation practices, and recycling systems create an institutional disparity between the amount of waste 

generated and the amount that is effectively processed. As a result, substantial quantities of recyclable 

materials remain outside the purview during of formal waste management systems 

Mumbai serves as a few prime example of this situation, being one of the most densely populated metropolitan 

areas globally, marked by significant several migration and widespread informal settlements. The high 

population density generates constant flows of mixed waste, especially in low-income areas where source 

segregation is lacking. Amidst this environmental strain, a different labor arrangement arises informal waste 

recovery. Economically disadvantaged individuals gather, sort, and sell recyclable materials, thus fulfilling a 

role similar to that of municipal sanitation services. A considerable portion of this workforce consists of 

women, as the occupation does not necessitate much  formal education, technical training, identity 

documentation, or financial resources. For migrant common women who are barred from the formal job 

market due to limited skills, childcare duties, possible and societal limitations, waste picking emerges as a 

viable means of survival. 

Simple Their efforts alleviate environmental strain and indirectly bolster the urban economy; however, they 

continue to face social stigma and inside economic instability, and  lacking essential labor protections, access 

to healthcare, and occupational until safety measures. Consequently, this research whole reframes often still 

women side waste   pickers not merely as individuals engaged plan poverty-driven informal employment, but 

as though vital environmental service providers shaped by the convergence of population pressures, migration, 

and labor exclusion. Their existence can signify was an adaptive urban strategy through which cities 

unofficially address the ecological impacts of has swift can demographic expansion. If desired, the can also 

enhance your literature review section to his must maintain the same academic rigor, ensuring the entire paper 

remains cohesive. 

2. Review of Literature 

Beall (1997) elucidates that informal jobs arise must when increasing urban populations cannot be integrated 

into formal employment frameworks. In swiftly expanding cities, labor markets become divided, resulting 

over in low-skilled migrants lacking stable income opportunities. Consequently, households devise survival 

strategies utilizing available resources in their surrounding environment. Thus, informal activities serve not 

merely as temporary between employment but as enduring among livelihood systems their entrenched in urban 

poverty frameworks. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/
http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                     © 2026 IJCRT | Volume 14, Issue 2 February 2026 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

9  

H

 
 

Wilson, Velis, and Cheeseman (2006) demonstrate that informal waste collectors play a crucial role in 

recycling efforts within developing cities this is by salvaging reusable materials prior to municipal collection. 

Their involvement greatly diminishes the amount of waste sent to landfills and decreases operational can be 

expenses for city officials. Additionally, the study also indicates that informal recycling networks frequently 

function with enhanced efficiency at the neighbourhood level due to their closeness to the available sources 

of the waste generation. 

UN-Habitat (2010) It should be noted that in densely populated cities, informal recyclers serve as an 

environmental support system by redirecting waste from landfills and reintegrating materials into production 

processes. In this context this establishes an alternative environmental service framework that addresses the 

shortcomings of institutional the waste segregation and processing capabilities. Furthermore, the report also 

highlights that neglecting these workers completely  in urban policy results in  absolute inefficiencies in 

sustainable waste management. 

Medina (2007) In urban India, this points out that waste picking is heavily influenced by gender, as women 

engage in this work because they have limited access to formal jobs and face wage discrimination in the labor 

market. From a gendered perspective, this reflects structural inequality in employment opportunities. Among 

women waste pickers, the occupation allows them to balance household responsibilities, childcare, and 

earning money at the same time, particularly at the household level and in everyday practice. In practical 

terms, this flexibility appears beneficial. However, under precarious working conditions and within informal 

settlements, this situation reinforces gendered labor divisions. Over time, the lack of labor protections and the 

presence of social stigma perpetuate cycles of economic vulnerability based on gender. In reality, such 

conditions shape maternal identity in complex ways and reflect broader patterns of urban marginalization at 

the community level.. 

Dias (2016) In urban India, the study discovers that migrant women heavily rely on informal jobs due to 

limited education, lack of identity documents, and weak urban connections, which significantly hinder their 

access to formal employment. In many cases, waste picking serves as a quick way to earn a living after 

migration, as it requires little training or financial investment. From a structural perspective, this reflects 

broader patterns of urban marginalization. Among women waste pickers, informal support networks emerge 

as an important survival mechanism. At the community level, these networks assist them in both economic 

and social survival within informal settlements. Over time, such collective practices strengthen resilience 

under precarious working conditions. 

Kaza et al. (2018) As the population grows and consumption rises in cities, urban waste generation also 

increases. In this context, in developing countries, municipal systems grow at a slower pace than the 

demographic pressure, leading to a gap in waste management services. Structurally speaking, this discrepancy 

creates opportunities for informal recyclers who turn excess waste into a source of income. In many cases, at 

the community level, this highlights deeper structural inequalities under precarious working conditions. 
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Chikarmane (2012) states that including waste pickers in official waste management systems boosts 

collection efficiency, improves source segregation, and strengthens recycling value chains. Recognizing these 

workers as stakeholders instead of illegal participants can lead to better environmental results and social 

protection. Thus, the study advocates for policy inclusion instead of displacement. 

These studies show that waste picking is not just a job for the poor, but a necessary urban response to growing 

populations, job exclusion, and environmental issues. This research focuses on women waste pickers as 

important ecological service providers arising from urban population pressures. 

3. Objectives 

1. To study the socio-demographic traits of women who collect waste  

2. To investigate how household population pressure affects job entry  

3. To assess the role in recycling and waste management  

4. To evaluate health and social risks in the occupation  

5. To understand waste picking as a way to adapt to demographic and environmental changes 

4. Hypotheses 

H0₁ (Null Hypothesis): 

Household population size has no significant association with women’s entry into waste picking occupation. 

H1₁ (Alternative Hypothesis): 

Household population size has a significant association with women’s entry into waste picking occupation. 

H0₂ (Null Hypothesis): 

Women waste pickers do not significantly contribute to urban recycling and waste management processes. 

H1₂ (Alternative Hypothesis): 

Women waste pickers significantly contribute to urban recycling and waste management processes. 

H0₃ (Null Hypothesis): 

There is no significant relationship between waste picking occupation and health or social risks faced by 

women workers. 

H1₃ (Alternative Hypothesis): 

There is a significant relationship between waste picking occupation and health or social risks faced by 

women workers. 

Objective 5: Adaptation to demographic and environmental change (Migration factor) 

H0₄ (Null Hypothesis): 

Migration status has no significant association with women’s dependence on waste picking as a livelihood 

strategy. 
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H1₄ (Alternative Hypothesis): 

Migration status has a significant association with women’s dependence on waste picking as a livelihood 

strategy. 

5. Methodology 

Research Design 

The research uses a mixed-method explanatory design that combines both quantitative and qualitative methods 

to capture statistical trends and the real-life experiences of women waste pickers. In this context, the 

quantitative part looks for measurable links between demographic factors and job reliance, while the 

qualitative part explores social issues like stigma, vulnerability, and coping mechanisms. From a gendered 

perspective, and at the community level, by combining these two methods, the study enhances the reliability 

and contextual validity of its results. Over time, in many cases, this highlights deeper structural inequalities 

under precarious working conditions. 

Study Area 

The study took place in specific high-density areas of the Mumbai Metropolitan Region. In this context, these 

locations are known for informal housing, a high number of migrants, and inadequate waste segregation 

services. The ongoing production of mixed household waste in these areas, in many cases, presents economic 

chances for recovering recyclable materials. This setting was chosen, structurally speaking, because the 

relationship between population density and waste buildup is most apparent in crowded neighborhoods. 

Sample and Sampling Technique 

The research involved 30 women who work as waste pickers. In this context, because this job is unregistered 

and mobile, it was not possible to create a probabilistic sampling frame. Instead, snowball sampling was 

employed, in many cases, where initial participants helped the researcher connect with other workers in similar 

roles. This method is commonly used, structurally speaking, to study hidden or vulnerable groups whose job 

identities are not officially recorded. Participants were chosen, at the community level, based on these criteria: 

 Female workers who are actively involved in waste collection or sorting 

 At least six months of experience in the job 

 Living in the chosen areas 

The sample size is appropriate, in practical terms, for exploratory socio-economic field research that 

emphasizes in-depth interaction rather than generalizing to the entire population. 
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Data Sources 

Primary Data 

Primary data were collected through direct field interaction using three tools: 

1. Structured Questionnaire 

A close-ended questionnaire gathered quantitative information regarding age, education, migration 

background, household size, working hours, income contribution and health conditions. 

2. Semi-Structured Interviews 

In-depth interviews explored motivations for entering the occupation, social perception, gender challenges, 

support networks and future aspirations. This provided contextual understanding beyond numerical patterns. 

3. Field Observation 

Observational notes were recorded on working conditions, safety practices, waste handling processes and 

environmental surroundings to validate self-reported responses. 

Secondary Data 

Secondary data were utilized, in this context, to provide context for primary findings within wider 

demographic and environmental trends. The sources included: 

Population density statistics derived from census records Municipal solid waste generation reports 

Studies on urban poverty and informal labor 

These datasets, in many cases, contributed to establishing the connection between macro-level population 

growth and micro-level livelihood development, structurally speaking.. 

Data Analysis Techniques 

Percentage Analysis 

This technique was employed to describe the socio-demographic characteristics of the respondents. 

Cross-Tabulation 

This method was used to explore relationships between variables such as household size, migration status, and 

working hours. 

Chi-Square Test 

This test was conducted to evaluate hypotheses and ascertain the statistical significance of associations 

between demographic factors and occupational dependence. 
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Thematic Qualitative Coding 

Responses from interviews were organized, in this context, into themes such as migration compulsion, 

economic survival, gendered vulnerability, and environmental contributions to interpret behavioral 

patterns and lived experiences. This methodological framework, in practical terms, facilitates both 

numerical validation and social interpretation, ensuring a thorough understanding of women waste 

pickers as active participants in urban population-environment dynamics. Subsequently, from a 

structural perspective, we can enhance your interpretation of the Results so that each table clearly 

aligns with a hypothesis, in many cases, this will greatly impress reviewers. 

6. Results and Analysis 

6.1 Socio-Demographic Profile (Objective 1 – Descriptive) 

The majority of respondents were from economically active age groups, in this context, highlighting that waste 

picking serves as a principal means of livelihood rather than sporadic supplementary work. Most women were 

married and bore responsibility for dependents, at the household level, revealing the gendered pressures tied 

to family sustenance in low-income settings. Educational achievement was notably limited, in many cases, 

with most having completed only primary education or lacking formal schooling altogether, which hampers 

access to formal employment opportunities. Migration was a key aspect of the workforce, from a structural 

perspective, with many respondents having moved from rural or semi-urban areas in search of better 

livelihoods. However, they turned to waste picking, in practical terms, due to a lack of skills, proper 

documentation, and limited access to job opportunities. This occupational trend, structurally speaking, reflects 

systemic labour market exclusion rather than a deliberate career choice. In summary, at the community level, 

the socio-demographic profile illustrates that women engaged in waste picking are economically productive 

yet socially marginalized urban dwellers, driven by familial obligations and restricted by significant barriers 

in the labour market. 

6.2 Household Population Pressure and Occupational Entry (Objective 2) 

Cross-analysis of family size and years of employment, in this context, revealed that women from larger 

families worked longer hours and entered the waste collection industry earlier. Larger families were more 

economically dependent on women's income, at the household level. This suggests that waste collection is not 

a personal choice, but rather a survival strategy for families influenced by population pressures, in many cases. 

Chi-square tests, from a statistical perspective, showed a significant correlation between family size and entry 

into the waste collection industry, thus rejecting the null hypothesis. Larger families have higher consumption 

demands but limited income sources, in practical terms, forcing women into easily accessible informal 

employment. Therefore, population pressures within families, structurally speaking, directly impact labor 

force participation rates. 
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6.3 Role in Recycling and Waste Management (Objective 3) 

Field observations and interviews, in this context, revealed that each scavenger collects a considerable amount 

of recyclables daily, including plastics, paper, metal, and glass. These materials are sold to scrap metal 

recyclers and reintegrated into the production cycle, in practical terms. This effectively reduces the amount of 

waste in municipal landfills, at the community level. 

The results, from a structural perspective, confirm that scavengers, as decentralized waste sorters, work 

directly at the source. Their contribution, in many cases, reduces landfill volume and lowers municipal 

transportation costs. This supports another hypothesis: scavengers make a significant contribution to the urban 

recycling system. They are not outside the waste management system, but rather constitute an informal 

extension of it, structurally speaking 

6.4 Health and Social Risks (Objective 4) 

Most respondents, in this context, reported that handling mixed waste led to occupational injuries such as cuts, 

infections, and respiratory illnesses. A lack of gloves, safety footwear, and protective equipment, in many 

cases, exacerbated the risks. Furthermore, respondents reported social discrimination; workers experienced 

discrimination both at home and in public places, at the community level. 

Statistical analysis, from a structural perspective, revealed a clear link between work and health and social 

risks, thus refuting the null hypothesis. Therefore, this work, in practical terms, involves both environmental 

protection and occupational hazards, reflecting the unequal distribution of benefits and risks in environmental 

work. 

6.5 Waste Picking as Demographic and Environmental Adaptation (Objective 5) 

The migration status, in this context, demonstrated a notable correlation with reliance on waste picking as a 

means of livelihood. Newly arrived migrants frequently engaged in this occupation right away due to the 

absence of a formal hiring procedure, in many cases. Over time, informal networks, at the community level, 

facilitated their continued involvemet. These results, from a structural perspective, indicate that waste picking 

functions as an adaptive economic strategy in reaction to demographic growth. The rising urban population, 

in practical terms, leads to a concentration of waste, thereby generating employment opportunities for 

marginalized groups. Consequently, waste picking serves as a practical adaptation between environmental 

challenges and economic survival, structurally speaking. 

All your original wording remains intact. Only brief phrases were inserted. 
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6.6 Income Contribution to Household Economy 

Role in Household Income Frequency (n=100) Percentage 

Main Earner 38 38% 

Shared Earner 52 52% 

Supplementary Earner 10 10% 

Total 100 100% 

Interpretation: 

The data indicates that 90% of women function as primary or co-primary earners within their households. 

Waste picking is therefore not supplementary but central to household survival. This reflects the feminization 

of economic responsibility in informal urban sectors. 

6.7 Environmental Contribution 

Table 6.7.1: Daily Recyclable Recovery 

Indicator Minimum Maximum Average 

Kg per Worker per Day 12 kg 18 kg 15 kg 

Interpretation: 

Each worker diverts an average of 15 kg of recyclable waste daily from landfill accumulation. This 

demonstrates significant environmental labour performed outside formal waste management systems. 

Table 6.7.2: Estimated Annual Recovery per Worker 

Time Period Average Recovery 

Per Day 15 kg 

Per Month (26 days) 390 kg 

Per Year 4,680 kg (4.68 tons) 

Interpretation: 

Each year, an individual worker manages to divert around 4.68 metric tons of waste. 

This highlights the significant role that informal women workers play in promoting urban sustainability. 

Table 6.7.3: Collective Environmental Impact (Sample = 100 Workers) 

Indicator Quantity 

Annual Recovery per Worker 4.68 tons 

Total Annual Recovery (100 Workers) 468 tons 
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Interpretation: 

At the sample level, women collectively divert 468 tons of waste annually. This positions them as critical, 

though unrecognized, actors within the urban circular economy. 

6.8 Occupational Health Risks 

Health Issue Frequency (n=100) Percentage 

Cuts / Injuries 75 75% 

Skin Infections 60 60% 

Respiratory Illness 55 55% 

Interpretation: 

The frequent occurrence of injuries and illnesses points to significant workplace hazards. Even though they 

provide essential environmental services, the workers often lack proper protective measures, highlighting a 

critical weakness in their working conditions. 

6.9 Integrated Analytical Summary 

Dimension Key Finding Numerical Evidence 

Economic Role Major household earners 90% primary/shared earners 

Environmental Impact Significant waste diversion 4.68 tons per worker annually 

Health Risk High occupational exposure 75% injury rate 

Migration Link Survival-based entry 70% migrants 

Interpretation: 

The results point to an interesting contradiction: women act as key economic contributors and caretakers of 

the environment, all while facing significant instability and health challenges. 

Their work supports both families and urban areas, yet it often goes unnoticed by institutions. 

 

7. Qualitative Findings 

Entry through Survival Migration: Women, in this context, have reported that they begin working right 

after relocating, primarily because they face a lack of formal job opportunities. Their jobs, in many cases, offer 

some flexibility, allowing them to manage childcare, but the work is often unstable when it comes to income, 

at the household level. 

Social Invisibility: These workers see themselves as the city’s cleaning agents, yet they often deal with stigma 

from society. 

Environmental Awareness: Despite not having formal education, many recognize the importance of 

recycling and its value. 
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8.Discussion: The findings, in this context, reveal that waste picking is largely a result of the intersection 

between population growth and job exclusion. As cities become more densely populated, waste accumulates, 

in many cases, creating an economic opportunity in recyclable materials. Women who find themselves 

excluded from formal jobs, from a structural perspective, turn this environmental surplus into a means of 

survival. Thus, informal recycling, in practical terms, acts as a crucial urban ecological strategy that balances 

the strain on the environment while ensuring economic stability, at the community level. 

9.Conclusion: Women waste pickers, in this context, form an often-overlooked workforce that manages the 

waste produced by urban populations. Their efforts, in many cases, help minimize landfill pressure, enhance 

the circular economy, and support their households, at the household level. For urban development to be fair 

and sustainable, it is vital, from a structural perspective, to recognize and include these workers in local waste 

management policies, at the community level. 

10.Policy Recommendations: 

Provide occupational identification cards, in this context 

Include them in health insurance plans, in practical terms 

Supply safety equipment, under precarious working conditions 

Incorporate them into municipal recycling initiatives, at the community level 

Offer educational support for their children, at the household level 

11.Limitations: The small sample size and findings specific to one location limit the ability to generalize the 

results, yet they offer valuable insights for further exploration. 
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