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ABSTRACT

Along with a mythic tale of exile, fighting, and return, the epic Ramayana portrays a complex network of
interregional political alliances spanning multiple ecological zones, terrains, and social domains. This study
examines the formation and functioning of these cross-regional alliances through the interwoven lenses of
geography (lands, forests, rivers, coasts, and islands), polity (kingdoms, forest/domains, and non-state
actors) and social networks (alliances, reciprocity, and boundary crossing). It illustrates how the main
character Rama mobilizes the support of forest tribes, vanaras, island kingdoms and local monarchs in a
manner that transcends simple territorial dominance and instead depicts a networked polity adaptable to
many geographies and social groups. A detailed case study of alliances with Sugriva (vanara-king of
Kishkindha), Vibhishana (defecting king of Lanka) and forest/tribal rulers (like Guha) illustrates the
combined role of topography and social connectedness in alliance building. The findings suggest that the
alliance logic of the Ramayana anticipates a flexible type of government that stresses reciprocal duties,
network relationships and geographic adaptation rather than rigid territorial dominance. Thus, the study
promotes the use of GIS and network analytic methods in epic geographies and increases our
understanding of how models of interregional social and political integration are encoded in mythological
narratives.

INTRODUCTION

The Ramayana, attributed to the sage Valmiki, is not only a literary and religious epic of great cultural
significance in South Asia, but it also provides a wealth of material for analysing the intersections of
geography, polity (including inter-kingdom relations and forms of governance) and social networks
(alliances, diplomacies, and communities). The epic universe is composed of interregional links that
transcend simple geographical bounds, as demonstrated by the alliance system that Rama built throughout
his war and exile, which comprised forest kingdoms, tribal groups, non-Vedic populations and
coastal/insular territories. This essay argues that the cross-regional connections in the Ramayana should be
viewed via three interrelated lenses: (1) Polity: their diplomacy, tribute, hierarchies and non-territorial
(network) forms of power; (2) Social networks: the webs of relationships (king-king, king-tribe, king-forest
people) and how they reflect inclusive policies, defy rigid region boundaries, and facilitate coalition
building; and (3) Geography: how terrain, forest, river systems and coastal/island spaces shape mobility
and alliance potential.
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1.LITERATURE REVIEW

Studies show that the Ramayana uses real rivers, woods, mountains and insular regions to organize the tale
of migration, exile, war and return. For instance, according to one paper, Rama's journey "extended from
North India into South India and helped to forge unity among different states and communities” according
to P. Pandya Dhar, 2024

Social network concepts are utilized in epic studies (for the Mahabharata) and can be applied to alliance
networks in the Ramayana, though they are less common for the Ramayana specifically.

Studies by N. Shiv Senani suggests “Studies of the Ramayana reveal that its politics consists of a network
of states, janapadas, forest realms, tribute and related kingdoms”

An article by Darshan Gajjar throws light on interpretation of the relationship between geography and
alliances holds that the topography of the Ramayana - the forest of Dandakaranya, the seclusion of Lanka-
influences alliance formation and tactics.

2. Geography of the Epic and Movement of Alliances

2.1 Forests, terrain and mobility

The Ramayana's geographical scope stretches from the northern kingdom of Ayodhya to the island
kingdom of Lanka, popularly known as Sri Lanka, via the Dandakaranya forest zone, which roughly
crosses parts of Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Maharashtra. First Academic Publication The long-term
exile and march of Rama and his band are therefore intrinsically interregional: north-middle forest Zone-
South Island.

Forest zones like Dandakaranya serve as both a barrier and a link due to their difficult terrain. It is often
home to tribal or woodland kingdoms, with whom alliances are forged. Because of its wide geographic
reach, which encompasses forests, river systems, and eco-zones, Rama's campaign cannot be seen as a
local dispute.

2.2 Geographies of rivers, coasts and island

The epic mentions coasts, forests, rivers (like Sarayu) and the island of Lanka. The coastal and insular
topography shapes the opportunity for alliances; for example, Rama must establish networks of alliances
with bears and vanaras in order to enter Lanka. Although Lanka's island position gives‘it inherent security,
it also isolates it, forcing Rama to make alliances with non-human armies and local kingdoms.

2.3 Implications for Alliance Geography

Alliances are not just between states that are adjacent to one another; they also span different topographies,
such as river kingdoms, island states and forest kingdoms.

Due to geographical diversity, Rama's alliance-building strategies must be flexible, including river
crossings, forest warfare and bridge construction (Ram Setu).

Due to geographic mobility, social networks must span multiple regions, from Kosala in the north to
Kishkindha in the south and beyond.

3. Polity of Inter-Kingdom Relations in the Ramayana World

3.1 State, Janapada and non-state polities

“According to scholars, the political universe of the Ramayana consists of king-ruled states (pura), rural
domains (janapada) and specific locations like forest villages or pastoral districts (giama, ghosa)”

“Legend has it that Dasaratha, the father of Rama, rules over Sindhu, Sauvira, Saurashtra, Dravida,
Dakshinapatha, Vanga, Anga, Kosala, Magadha and Matsya”.

This implies a wide diplomatic reach, even if there isn't necessary strict bureaucratic supervision like in
later empires.

3.2 Mandala theory and alliance networks

“The Mandala or Rajamandala model of political relations emphasises flexible circles of influence, vassals,
allies and foes rather than clear territorial states”. Within the Ramayana, alliances are formed, tribute is
given and war is waged across states. For example, the six strategies of interstate relations (sadhgunya) are
referenced.
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3.3 Cross-regional alliances: purpose and dynamics

What do alliances serve in the world of the Ramayana?

e Military: In order to defeat the powerful Ravana, Rama forms alliances. For example, the
collaboration with Sugriva, the King of Vanaras, and Vibhishana, a defector from Lanka.
e Diplomatic: Developing friendly relations with forest rulers, tribal groups and island kingdoms.
« Integration: By creating coalitions across social and regional barriers, the polity prioritizes a vision of a
larger community of dharma over restricted territorial rule. The dynamics

« A mutually beneficial relationship: Rama promises to help Sugriva restore his kingdom, while Sugriva
offers the VVanara army.

« Strategic geography: By forming an alliance with Vibhishana, knowledge of Lanka and Ravana is
acquired.

4. Social Networks and the Mechanics of Alliance Building

4.1 Nodes and ties: kings, forest peoples, mythic beings

Nodes in a network include kingdoms (Kosala, Kishkindha), forest peoples (Guha, Nishada) and non-
human allies (vanaras, bears). From human to non-human, from woodland to palace, from north to south,
relationships are created by mutuegional, diplomatic and oath-taking.

In order to save Sita, Rama "was able to garner support from a large and diverse group of allies not only
Sugriva but also bears and humans,™ according to one commentary.

4.2 Inclusivity and boundary crossing

For instance, Sugriva is vanara, Vibhishana is a rakshasa who defected and Guha, the tribal Nishada ruler,
helps Rama in his exile when he crosses the Ganga. These relationships go across class lines. By
establishing ties that cut across national borders, social classes and species, these alliances illustrate the
logic of social networks. "Alliances with Nishadraja Guha, Vanaraja Sugriva and Vibhishana transcended
caste, religion and regional boundaries," according to Singh's paper on the geography of the Ramayana

4.3 Trust, reciprocity and network maintenance

In alliance networks, trust must be maintained. For example, Sugriva rallies the Vanara army after Rama
fulfils his promise to him after conquering Vali. Vibhishana is rewarded with the rule of Lanka. Network
maintenance is reflected in these systems: integration, incentive, and recognition. Because these nodes are
geographically dispersed, strong alliance coordination across terrains is required.

4.4 Network outcomes: coalition victory and social integration

The network of alliances is crucial to Ravana's downfall. Beyond conflict, however, the network fosters
social cohesion: forest peoples and tribes join the polity; regional kingdoms come together under a broader
dharma framework. Consequently, the network of cross-regional partnerships is both military and societal.
5. Case Study: Key Alliances

5.1 Alliance with King Sugriva of Kishkindha

Geography: Kishkindha or the monkey kingdom, is situated in the southern forests near the Tamasa River
in the epic. As a result, the alliance involves Rama going into forested places, forming bonds with non-
human animals and utilizing the forest's topography. Courtesy: Sugriva was overthrown as king by his
brother Vali. In return for Rama's pledge to help him reclaim his kingdom, Sugriva gives him an army.
Social network: Because of the relationship, Rama has access to the Vanara network, which has its own
bear and monkey sub-networks. It goes beyond the distinction between humans and Vanara.

5.2 Alliance with Vibhishana

Geographically, Ravana's island dominion is Lanka; Vibhishana deserted and joined Rama. An
interregional component is added by the alliance from within enemy territory.

Politics: Vibhishana supplies legitimacy and intellect as a defecting minister/king and Rama installs him as
Lanka's monarch.

Social network: From serving as a Rakshasa minister to supporting Rama, this partnership exemplifies
cooperation between different kingdoms and identities.
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5.3 Alliance with forest kings

Geography: On the Ganga crossing, Rama meets the forest Nishada monarch Guha when he is in exile.
Polity: Despite not being a large monarchy, this alliance highlights the significance of local powers.

Social network: Helps integrate remote or indigenous communities into the greater Rama network.
6.RESULTS AND DISCUSSIONS

6.1 Cross-regional relationships made possible by geography

Because of the Ramayana's varied topography-north plains, centre forests, southern hills, coasts and
islands, cross-regional alliances were both required and feasible. Opportunities and limitations are
presented by geography: forests require local partners and islands require a special strategy.

6.2 Beyond geographical centralization in politics

The strategic alliances depict a polity with networked authority rather than rigid territorial bureaucracy;
tribute, king installations and alliances are examples of flexible forms of power consistent with the
Mandala model.

6.3 Social networks as a means of integration

Through partnerships with woodland tribes, vanaras and island rulers, Rama's campaign integrates a range
of social groupings into his network. This suggests that mythological polity conceptualizes a supra-regional
community of dharma that transcends varna, area and species limits.

6.4 Pertinence to modern comprehension

The Ramayana's alliance patterns are pertinent when taking into account socio-political networks, cultural
links and multi-regional collaboration, even though they are legendary. “The Ramayana for instance serves
as a unifying epic throughout South and Southeast Asia in contemporary cultural diplomacy”

CONCLUSION

The cross-regional alliances in the Ramayana demonstrate the intricate interactions between geography,
politics and social networks. Rama's campaign spans forests, beaches, islands, involves kingdoms, forest
tribes and animal friends. Additionally, it uses network logic rather than centralized imperial control.
Through partnerships with Sugriva, Vibhishana, Guha and others, we see how the epic world anticipates a
polity founded on interregional cooperation and mutual duty, mediated by geography and social ties.

As a result, analysing these connections sheds light on the storyline of the epic as well as how myth
produces patterns of interconnection in politics, society and geography. Future studies could use social
network analysis techniques or map the spatial nodes of alliances in GIS to track the actual landscape of the
epic's inter-regional links.

References

e Anshu, P. (2024, October 10). Ramayana is more than just an epic — a cultural language that
connects India, Southeast Asia. ThePrint. Retrieved from https://theprint.in/opinion/ramayana-is-
more-than-just-an-epic-a-cultural-language-that-connects-india-southeast-asia/2305028/

e Singh, D. (2025). Geography of Ramayana and the Importance of Raja Ram in National Unity and
Security of Bharatavarsa. Yatharth, 1(1). scholarlypublicat

e Polity in Ramayana — Vedic, epic and Puranic culture of India. (Inflibnet/e-Adhyayan).
InflibnetEbooks

¢ What the Ramayana teaches us about geopolitics. (The GeoStrata). THE GEOSTRATA

e Patel, P. & Chauhan, D.(2025). Exploring Human Values in the Epic Ramayana. Journal of
General Education and Humanities, Vol. 4(2).
— Analyzes core ethical values (dharma, truth, compassion) in Ramayana and their relevance
today. journal-gehu.co

e Anjaria, D. (2022). Ramayana: Timeless Lessons for Modern Society. ShodhKosh: Journal of
Visual and PerformingArts.https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-
Journal/ShodhKosh/article/view/

IJCRT2512861 \ International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org \ h579


http://www.ijcrt.org/
https://theprint.in/opinion/ramayana-is-more-than-just-an-epic-a-cultural-language-that-connects-india-southeast-asia/2305028/
https://theprint.in/opinion/ramayana-is-more-than-just-an-epic-a-cultural-language-that-connects-india-southeast-asia/2305028/
https://scholarlypublication.com/research-articles/yatharth/singh-251006/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://ebooks.inflibnet.ac.in/icp05/chapter/polity-in-ramayana/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.thegeostrata.com/post/what-the-ramayana-teaches-us-about-geopolitics?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://journal-gehu.com/index.php/gehu/article/view/357?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/ShodhKosh/article/view/
https://www.granthaalayahpublication.org/Arts-Journal/ShodhKosh/article/view/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 12 December 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

e Patel, D. A. & Patel, R. R. (2024). Narrative Information Seeking in the Epic Tradition: A Study of
Ramayana and Its Relevance in the Digital Era. Research Journal of Library Sciences,
12(1).https://www.isca.me/RJLS/Archive/v12/i1/1.1SCA-RILS-2023-006.php

e Pandey, P. (2024). Ramayana Diplomacy: India’s Relations with Southeast Asia. Journal of
International Relations & Foreign Policy.

e https://jirfp.thebrpi.org/vol-12-2024-abstract-3-jirfp

e “The Multivalence of an Epic: Retelling the Ramayana in South India and Southeast Asia” (Ed. P.
Pandya Dhar, 2024) https://www.routledge.com/The-Multivalence-of-an-Epic-Retelling-the-
Ramayana-in-South-India-and-Southeast-Asia/Dhar/p/book/9781032599137

[JCRT2512861 \ International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org \ h580


http://www.ijcrt.org/
https://www.isca.me/RJLS/Archive/v12/i1/1.ISCA-RJLS-2023-006.php
https://jirfp.thebrpi.org/vol-12-2024-abstract-3-jirfp
https://www.routledge.com/The-Multivalence-of-an-Epic-Retelling-the-Ramayana-in-South-India-and-Southeast-Asia/Dhar/p/book/9781032599137
https://www.routledge.com/The-Multivalence-of-an-Epic-Retelling-the-Ramayana-in-South-India-and-Southeast-Asia/Dhar/p/book/9781032599137

