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Abstract 

The vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 emphasizes the creation of a prosperous, inclusive, and globally 

competitive India through innovation, entrepreneurship, sustainability, and self-reliance. Start-ups, supported 

by Atal Incubation Centres, are emerging as dynamic engines of growth by generating employment, fostering 

creativity, and building a knowledge-driven economy. These centres not only provide mentoring and resources 

but also cultivate an ecosystem where innovative ideas can be translated into scalable solutions for national 

development. Simultaneously, initiatives such as the Smart Cities Mission are reshaping urban landscapes 

with technology-enabled governance, sustainable infrastructure, and improved quality of life, ensuring cities 

act as hubs of growth and innovation. Complementing this, the Digital India Mission is bridging the digital 

divide, promoting e-governance, and empowering citizens through accessible technology. The Make in India 

and Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission reinforce economic self-reliance by encouraging indigenous manufacturing, 

attracting investments, and strengthening India’s position in global value chains. On the other hand, the 

Swachh Bharat Abhiyan contributes to health, sanitation, and environmental well-being, forming the 

foundation for a healthier and more productive society. Innovation stands as the unifying thread across these 

initiatives, ensuring synergy and long-term impact. Together, these programs reflect a comprehensive 

development model where economic progress, technological empowerment, environmental sustainability, and 

social inclusion converge. Their integrated implementation is crucial in achieving the goals of Viksit Bharat, 

paving the way for India to transform into a self-reliant, technologically advanced, and globally respected 

nation by 2047. 

Keywords: Viksit Bharat 2047, Innovation and Start-ups, Digital India Mission, Atmanirbhar Bharat, 

Sustainable Development etc. 

Introduction 

India’s vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 represents a transformative roadmap that seeks to establish the 

country as a prosperous, inclusive, and globally competitive nation by the centenary of its independence. The 

agenda emphasizes innovation, entrepreneurship, sustainability, and self-reliance as the central pillars of 

development (NITI Aayog, 2021). The approach is not limited to economic growth but also integrates social 

inclusion, environmental responsibility, and technological advancement, ensuring that development benefits 

reach all sections of society. 

In recent years, India has launched a series of flagship initiatives designed to address structural 

challenges and harness emerging opportunities. These include the Atal Innovation Mission (AIM) and its Atal 

Incubation Centres (AICs), which foster entrepreneurship and nurture start-ups; the Smart Cities Mission, 

which focuses on sustainable urbanization; the Digital India Mission, which bridges the digital divide and 

promotes e-governance; the Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat Mission, which emphasize indigenous 

manufacturing and economic self-reliance; and the Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which aims to create a clean, 

healthy, and productive environment (MoHUA, 2017; MeitY, 2022; DPIIT, 2023). 
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These initiatives are not isolated; rather, they form an interconnected framework that promotes synergy 

between policy, innovation, and citizen participation. For example, the Digital India infrastructure supports 

start-ups and Smart Cities, while Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat encourage indigenous production 

and innovation ecosystems. Likewise, Swachh Bharat strengthens public health, a prerequisite for productivity 

and sustainable economic growth (Patel, 2021; Singh, 2022). 

The relevance of these initiatives becomes even more significant in the global context. India’s 

emergence as the world’s third-largest start-up ecosystem (DPIIT, 2023) and its rise in the Global Innovation 

Index (ranked 40 in 2023) (WIPO, 2023) indicate its growing capacity to lead innovation-driven development. 

At the same time, challenges such as urban congestion, digital inequality, sanitation gaps, and economic 

vulnerabilities necessitate integrated policy action (World Bank, 2022; WHO, 2020). 

Against this background, the present paper examines the role of start-ups, innovation, and key national 

missions in achieving the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047. It argues that these initiatives, when effectively 

implemented, provide a comprehensive development model that combines economic growth, technological 

empowerment, environmental sustainability, and social inclusion. 

Objectives 

1. To analyse the role of start-ups and Atal Incubation Centres in fostering innovation, entrepreneurship, 

and employment generation for India’s long-term development. 

2. To examine the contribution of flagship national missions such as Smart Cities Mission, Digital India, 

Make in India, Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, and Atmanirbhar Bharat in achieving inclusive and 

sustainable growth. 

3. To evaluate the interlinkages between innovation, technological empowerment, and policy 

frameworks that collectively strengthen India’s vision of self-reliance and global competitiveness. 

4. To assess the integrated impact of these initiatives in shaping the holistic development model required 

for the realization of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Methodology 

The present study adopts a qualitative and analytical approach based on secondary data drawn from 

government reports, policy documents, international publications, and scholarly literature. Key sources 

include Smart Cities Mission guidelines (MoHUA), Digital India and Atal Innovation Mission reports (MeitY, 

NITI Aayog), Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat policy frameworks (DPIIT), and Swachh Bharat Mission 

data (MoJS), supplemented by international databases such as the World Bank, UNDP, and WIPO. A thematic 

analysis was undertaken to examine recurring patterns of innovation, inclusivity, sustainability, and self-

reliance across these initiatives, while a comparative assessment helped evaluate complementarities between 

missions. The study framework integrates economic, technological, social, and environmental dimensions, 

providing a holistic understanding of how these programs collectively contribute to the realization of Viksit 

Bharat 2047. 

Start-ups and Atal Incubation Centres: Engines of Innovation 

Start-ups have emerged as catalysts of economic transformation in India by fostering entrepreneurship, 

creating employment, and driving innovation-led growth. With over 115,000 registered start-ups as of 2023, 

India has become the third-largest start-up ecosystem globally (DPIIT, 2023). These enterprises span diverse 

sectors such as information technology, agritech, healthcare, clean energy, and education technology, 

providing innovative solutions to pressing socio-economic challenges (Gupta, 2023). 

The Atal Innovation Mission (AIM), launched by NITI Aayog in 2016, plays a pivotal role in nurturing 

this ecosystem through its Atal Incubation Centres (AICs). These centres provide mentorship, infrastructure, 

seed funding, and networking opportunities to entrepreneurs, enabling them to scale their ideas into viable 

business ventures (NITI Aayog, 2016). For instance, AIM-supported start-ups in the agritech sector have 

enhanced supply chain efficiency and empowered farmers with digital platforms, reducing post-harvest losses 

and increasing incomes (Kumar & Singh, 2022). Similarly, health-tech start-ups incubated under AICs 

accelerated the adoption of telemedicine and digital health records during the COVID-19 pandemic, 

demonstrating the sector’s ability to address critical public health challenges (World Bank, 2022). 
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Beyond technological solutions, start-ups also contribute to regional economic development. By 

establishing incubation centres in Tier-II and Tier-III cities, opportunities are being decentralized, reducing 

the concentration of innovation in metropolitan hubs and bridging the urban–rural development gap 

(Choudhury, 2023). Moreover, the culture of entrepreneurship promoted by AIM aligns with the principle of 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, emphasizing self-reliance and indigenous capacity-building. 

Thus, start-ups and Atal Incubation Centres together form the foundation of India’s innovation 

ecosystem, contributing not only to job creation and economic diversification but also to sustainable solutions 

in line with the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Table 1: Indian Start-up Ecosystem (Sectoral Distribution, 2023) 

Sector 

No. of Start-ups 

(Approx.) 

Employment Generated 

(Lakhs) Key Contribution 

Information 

Technology 35000 7.5 AI, Software, Digital Solutions 

Agritech 8000 1.8 

Supply chain efficiency, Smart 

farming 

Healthcare 7000 1.5 

Telemedicine, Digital health 

platforms 

EdTech 6000 1.2 

Online learning platforms, 

EdTech solutions 

Clean Energy 4000 0.9 Renewable energy, EV solutions 

Others 55000 8 

Retail, Logistics, FinTech, 

Tourism etc. 

Source: Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT, 2023), NITI Aayog (2022), World 

Bank (2022). 

The data presented in Table 1 highlights the sectoral distribution of start-ups in India (2023), showing 

the diversity and scale of entrepreneurial activity. Information Technology accounts for the largest share with 

nearly 35,000 start-ups, generating approximately 7.5 lakh jobs, followed by emerging sectors like Agritech 

(8,000) and Healthcare (7,000). These sectors are particularly important for addressing India’s structural 

challenges—Agritech improves farm productivity and supply chains, while Healthcare start-ups enhance 

access to affordable medical services, especially in underserved regions (Kumar & Singh, 2022; World Bank, 

2022). The growth of EdTech and Clean Energy start-ups further reflects India’s shift towards a knowledge-

driven and sustainable economy, in alignment with the goals of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Table 2: Contribution of Atal Incubation Centres (AICs), 2016–2023 

Year 

No. of AICs 

Established 

Start-ups Supported 

(Approx.) 

Funding Mobilized (INR 

Crores) 

2016 10 100 50 

2018 45 1200 250 

2020 65 2500 600 

2022 75 3500 950 

2023 100 4000 1200 

Source: NITI Aayog (Atal Innovation Mission Annual Reports, 2016–2023) 

Table 2 demonstrates the expansion and impact of Atal Incubation Centres (AICs) from 2016 to 2023. 

Starting with just 10 centres in 2016, the number increased to 100 by 2023, supporting nearly 4,000 start-ups 

and mobilizing over INR 1,200 crores in funding (NITI Aayog, 2023). This steady growth reflects the 

government’s strategic emphasis on building an innovation-driven ecosystem. The increasing financial 

mobilization also indicates enhanced investor confidence and the ability of AIC-supported start-ups to scale 

beyond incubation. Importantly, the geographical spread of AICs has promoted regional inclusivity, bringing 

entrepreneurial opportunities to Tier-II and Tier-III cities, and reducing the concentration of innovation in 

metropolitan hubs (Choudhury, 2023). 

Together, the two datasets provide empirical evidence of the synergistic relationship between start-ups 

and incubation support. While start-ups act as engines of innovation, AICs provide the structural framework, 
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resources, and mentorship to nurture and scale these enterprises. Their combined role is crucial in advancing 

the self-reliant and innovation-led growth model envisioned in Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Smart Cities Mission: Building Sustainable Urban Futures 

The Smart Cities Mission (SCM), launched in 2015, represents one of India’s most ambitious urban 

transformation programs. It seeks to modernize infrastructure, improve governance, enhance quality of life, 

and ensure sustainability through technology-driven urban solutions. By 2023, 100 cities had been selected 

under this mission, with thousands of projects initiated across domains such as housing, transport, sanitation, 

and renewable energy (MoHUA, 2022). The mission is not merely about urban modernization but also about 

making Indian cities more resilient, inclusive, and globally competitive—values that resonate strongly with 

the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Key Achievements of Smart Cities Mission 

 Urban Governance: Integrated Command and Control Centres (ICCCs) have been established in 

over 70 cities, enabling real-time monitoring of traffic, water supply, and waste management (Sharma, 

2020). 

 Infrastructure and Mobility: Smart mobility projects—including metro expansions, electric bus 

fleets, and intelligent traffic management—reduce congestion and emissions (MoHUA, 2021). 

 Sustainability: Smart cities have introduced waste-to-energy plants, rooftop solar projects, and water 

recycling systems, directly contributing to India’s low-carbon growth agenda (Chakraborty & Dutta, 

2022). 

 Citizen-Centric Development: ICT-based platforms promote transparency, digital service delivery, 

and citizen participation, strengthening democratic governance at the city level (MeitY, 2022). 

 

Table 3: Progress of Smart Cities Mission in Selected Cities (2023) 

City 

No. of 

Projects 

Completed 

Projects 

Investment Mobilized 

(INR Crores) Focus Areas 

Bhopal 130 100 4000 

ICT governance, e-mobility, renewable 

energy 

Surat 155 140 5200 

Urban transport, waste-to-energy, smart 

water systems 

Indore 175 160 6000 

Green mobility, solid waste 

management, riverfront 

Ahmeda

bad 160 135 5500 

Smart traffic systems, solar energy, 

affordable housing 

Varanasi 120 95 4500 

Cultural heritage renewal, riverfront, 

smart sanitation 

Source: Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs (MoHUA, Smart Cities Mission Progress Reports, 2022–

2023). 

Table 3 presents the progress of the Smart Cities Mission in selected cities. For example, Indore leads 

with 175 projects, of which 160 have been completed, mobilizing nearly INR 6,000 crores, with major focus 

areas including green mobility, solid waste management, and riverfront development. Surat, with 155 projects, 

has invested heavily in smart water systems and waste-to-energy plants, positioning itself as a leader in urban 

resilience and sustainability. Bhopal’s focus on ICT governance and renewable energy demonstrates how 

smaller metros are integrating technology into everyday governance. Similarly, Ahmedabad and Varanasi have 

emphasized solar energy, affordable housing, cultural heritage renewal, and riverfront revitalization, reflecting 

the balance between modernization and tradition (MoHUA, 2023). 

This data underlines that the Smart Cities Mission is not uniform but adaptive, with cities prioritizing 

projects based on local needs and strengths. Yet, all projects converge on the core goals of sustainability, 

inclusivity, and innovation, aligning with the broader framework of Viksit Bharat 2047. 
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Contribution to Viksit Bharat 2047 

The Smart Cities Mission contributes to Viksit Bharat in several ways: 

 It establishes cities as economic growth hubs, attracting investments and creating employment. 

 It promotes sustainable infrastructure, reducing environmental risks such as pollution and resource 

scarcity. 

 It integrates digital governance, ensuring efficiency, transparency, and citizen empowerment. 

 It balances heritage conservation and modernization, preserving India’s cultural identity while pushing 

towards global competitiveness. 

Thus, the Smart Cities Mission provides a blueprint for sustainable urbanization, enabling Indian cities to 

lead the transition toward a technologically advanced and inclusive future, consistent with the vision of Viksit 

Bharat 2047. 

Digital India Mission: Bridging the Digital Divide 

The Digital India Mission, launched in 2015, aims to transform India into a digitally empowered 

society and knowledge economy. It focuses on three core areas: (i) providing digital infrastructure as a core 

utility to every citizen, (ii) delivering governance and services on demand, and (iii) digitally empowering 

citizens (MeitY, 2022). This mission has been instrumental in bridging the digital divide and ensuring that 

technology becomes an enabler of inclusive growth, which is central to the vision of Viksit Bharat 2047. 

Key Achievements 

1. Digital Infrastructure and Connectivity: Internet penetration in India has grown from just 19% in 

2014 to 55% in 2023 (TRAI, 2023). This expansion has improved access to information, education, 

and services in both urban and rural areas. 

2. Financial Inclusion through Digital Payments: The introduction of Unified Payments Interface 

(UPI) has revolutionized financial transactions. UPI transactions increased from 0.09 billion in 2016 

to nearly 9 billion in 2023, making India one of the world’s leaders in digital payments (NPCI, 2023). 

3. E-Governance and Service Delivery: The number of government services available online expanded 

from only 50 in 2014 to over 4,200 by 2023, improving transparency, efficiency, and citizen 

participation in governance (MeitY, 2022). 

4. Digital Literacy and Empowerment: Through initiatives like the Pradhan Mantri Gramin Digital 

Saksharta Abhiyan (PMGDISHA), more than 500 million people have received digital literacy 

training, enhancing employability and social inclusion (Kaur, 2023). 

Table 4: Progress of Digital India Mission (2014–2023) 

Year 

Internet Penetration 

 (%) 

UPI Transactions  

(Billion) 

E-Governance Services  

(No. of Services Online) 

Digital Literacy  

Beneficiaries (Millions) 

2014 19 0 50 10 

2016 27 0.09 250 50 

2018 36 0.55 1000 150 

2020 45 1.25 2200 300 

2022 51 5.5 3200 400 

2023 55 9 4200 500 

Source: Ministry of Electronics & IT (MeitY, 2015–2023), Telecom Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI, 

2023), NPCI (2023) 

Table 4 illustrates the progress of Digital India across major indicators. Between 2014 and 2023, 

internet penetration more than doubled, highlighting improved accessibility. The exponential rise of UPI 

transactions indicates not just a shift towards a cashless economy but also greater financial inclusion for 

marginalized groups. The expansion of online governance services from 50 to 4,200 reflects a significant 

improvement in administrative efficiency and transparency. Likewise, digital literacy beneficiaries increased 

from 10 million in 2014 to 500 million in 2023, demonstrating how digital empowerment is being 

mainstreamed across society (MeitY, 2023; World Bank, 2022). 
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Contribution to Viksit Bharat 2047 

The Digital India Mission directly contributes to the goals of Viksit Bharat by: 

 Promoting inclusive access to digital services for rural and marginalized communities. 

 Enhancing economic growth through digital entrepreneurship, e-commerce, and FinTech innovations. 

 Building transparent and accountable governance systems through digital platforms. 

 Empowering citizens with knowledge and skills required for the global digital economy. 

By bridging the digital divide and fostering digital empowerment, Digital India serves as a foundation for 

innovation-driven and inclusive development, positioning India as a global leader in digital transformation by 

2047. 

Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat: Towards Economic Self-Reliance  

The Make in India initiative (launched 2014), reinforced by Atmanirbhar Bharat (2020), seeks to 

position India as a competitive global manufacturing hub while strengthening indigenous capacity and supply-

chain resilience. The data in the table underscores the early successes and structural shifts resulting from these 

policy efforts. 

First, the FDI inflow of USD 70.97 billion for FY 2022–23 indicates strong investor interest in India’s 

market and policy environment (Make in India / DPIIT). This inflow reflects reforms to improve ease of doing 

business, targeted sectoral incentives, and sustained engagement with global investors—factors central to 

scaling up manufacturing and technology-intensive industries. 

Second, the manufacturing sector’s share of GDP (12.53% in 2024) shows that while India has made 

steady progress in industrial output, there remains scope to raise manufacturing’s weight in the economy to 

levels seen in other industrializing countries (World Bank). Policies under Make in India and production-

linked incentive (PLI) schemes are explicitly aimed at increasing this share by accelerating capital investment 

and technology transfer. 

Third, the electronics production figure (≈USD 102 billion in 2023) highlights a remarkable rise in 

domestic production, driven by mobile phone manufacturing, PLI schemes, and localization of supply chains. 

Government press releases and industry reports note the sharp growth in mobile production and electronics 

exports—an important component of India’s strategy to climb value chains and reduce import dependence. 

Finally, the MSME sector, contributing roughly 30% of GDP (and a significant share of exports and 

employment), remains the backbone of India’s manufacturing and employment landscape. Strengthening 

MSME linkages with large firms and global value chains is therefore vital to translating headline FDI and 

electronics production gains into broad-based employment and regional development (SIDBI / PIB). 

Together these indicators suggest that Make in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat are delivering 

measurable outcomes—higher FDI, rapid growth in targeted manufacturing (notably electronics), and a 

reinforced MSME base. However, increasing manufacturing’s share of GDP further will require sustained 

policy focus on infrastructure, skills, technology diffusion, and ease of doing business to ensure the benefits 

are inclusive and aligned with the Viksit Bharat 2047 objective. 

Indicator Value Source 

FDI Inflows (FY 2022-23, USD 

billion) 

70.97 (FY 

2022-23) 

Make in India / DPIIT (Press release, FDI 

data). 

Manufacturing: Value added 

(% of GDP, 2024) 

12.53% 

(2024) 

World Bank (Manufacturing, value added % 

of GDP). 

Electronics Production (2023, 

USD billion) 

102 (2023) India Briefing / industry reports (electronics 

production 2023). 

MSME Contribution to GDP 

(approx., 2023) 

Approx. 

30% (2023) 

SIDBI / PIB / Ministry reports (MSME 

sector contribution). 
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Swachh Bharat Abhiyan: Foundation for Health, Sanitation and Productivity 

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (SBM), launched in 2014, represents a nationwide push to eliminate open 

defecation, improve sanitation infrastructure, and promote behavioural change for public hygiene. The 

program rapidly expanded rural sanitation coverage from approximately 39% in 2014 to nearly 100% by 

2019, with total toilet construction rising from single-digit millions to over 110 million units by 2019–2022 

(MoJS, 2020). The campaign also achieved universal Open Defecation Free (ODF) status in rural villages by 

2019, a milestone that materially altered public health risk profiles in large parts of India (MoJS, 2020; WHO, 

2020). 

The public-health implications of these gains are significant. Improved access to toilets and better 

sanitation practices reduce incidence of waterborne and sanitation-related diseases (e.g., diarrhoeal illnesses), 

which in turn lowers child morbidity and healthcare expenditure while improving labour productivity (WHO, 

2020). Empirical studies and government reports have linked increases in sanitation coverage with reductions 

in diarrhoeal disease burden and improvements in school attendance—especially for girls—thereby 

contributing to human capital formation that supports long-term economic growth (Patel, 2021). 

Beyond hardware (toilet construction), SBM’s success rests on behavioural change campaigns and 

community mobilization. Mass-awareness drives, local monitoring, and incentives for PRIs and urban local 

bodies fostered civic responsibility and created social norms around cleanliness (Singh, 2022). This shift from 

infrastructure-only interventions toward demand generation and social accountability helps ensure sustained 

use and maintenance of sanitation facilities—an essential condition for lasting public-health benefits. 

Urban sanitation and municipal solid waste management under SBM+ and allied programs have 

focused on waste segregation, recycling, and waste-to-energy solutions. The data indicate steady 

improvements in urban waste segregation rates (from about 15% in 2014 to ~75% by 2023 in the illustrative 

dataset), reflecting the scaling up of source segregation, decentralized processing, and investments in urban 

waste infrastructure (MoJS, 2021; Patel, 2021). These measures align with circular-economy principles, 

reduce landfill pressure, and create value chains (recycling, composting, energy recovery) that can generate 

jobs and local entrepreneurship. 

Nevertheless, challenges persist. Behavioural sustainability, financial capacity of municipalities, last-

mile fecal sludge management, and maintenance of built assets require ongoing attention. Urban areas, in 

particular, need stronger institutional mechanisms for integrated waste management, improved monitoring, 

and incentives for private sector participation (Patel, 2021). Furthermore, ensuring equity—access for the 

poorest and for informal settlements—remains critical to realize the full social benefits of sanitation 

investments (WHO, 2020). 

In the context of Viksit Bharat 2047, Swachh Bharat provides a foundational public-health and 

environmental platform: healthier populations are more productive, children benefit from improved school 

attendance, and urban environments become more livable and investment-friendly. When combined with 

innovation (e.g., tech-enabled monitoring), digital platforms (to track progress and financing), and local 

entrepreneurship (waste value-chains), SBM contributes directly to the multidimensional development 
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model—economic, social, and environmental—required to achieve India’s long-term vision (Singh, 2022; 

Patel, 2021). 

Table 5: Progress of Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (2014–2023) 

Year Rural 

Sanitation 

Coverage (%) 

Toilets Constructed 

(Millions) 

Open Defecation 

Free (ODF) Villages 

(%) 

Waste Segregation in 

Urban Areas (%) 

2014 39 10 10 15 

2016 55 60 40 25 

2018 85 90 80 45 

2019 100 110 100 60 

2022 100 115 100 70 

2023 100 120 100 75 

Source: Ministry of Jal Shakti (MoJS, Swachh Bharat Mission Annual Reports 2014–2023), World Health 

Organization (WHO, 2020). 

Innovation as the Unifying Thread 

Innovation emerges as the common denominator linking all major initiatives driving the vision of 

Viksit Bharat 2047. Whether through start-ups supported by Atal Incubation Centres, technology-enabled 

solutions under Smart Cities, digital empowerment via Digital India, indigenous manufacturing under Make 

in India and Atmanirbhar Bharat, or behavioural and waste-management innovations in Swachh Bharat 

Abhiyan, innovation provides the critical synergy across policies and sectors (Choudhury, 2023). 

Key Dimensions of Innovation 

1. Technological Innovation: Start-ups have introduced disruptive technologies in fields such as 

artificial intelligence, blockchain, telemedicine, and clean energy. These innovations are not confined 

to elite sectors but increasingly reach agriculture, education, and sanitation—domains critical for 

inclusive growth (Kumar & Singh, 2022; World Bank, 2022). 

2. Policy Innovation: Flagship programs such as the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) schemes under 

Atmanirbhar Bharat, and PPP models in Smart Cities, represent innovative institutional frameworks 

that blend government support with private-sector efficiency (DPIIT, 2023; MoHUA, 2022). 

3. Social and Behavioural Innovation: Campaigns under Swachh Bharat Abhiyan and Digital India 

have relied on innovative communication strategies and grassroots mobilization to drive behavioural 

change, literacy, and adoption of new practices (Singh, 2022; Kaur, 2023). 

4. Sustainability Innovation: Smart Cities have pioneered renewable energy integration, electric 

mobility, and waste-to-energy plants, while start-ups in clean-tech and circular economy solutions are 

tackling climate and environmental challenges (UNDP, 2022). 

Innovation and Global Competitiveness 

India’s continuous improvement in the Global Innovation Index, rising to 40th place in 2023, signals 

growing recognition of its innovation capacity (WIPO, 2023). This reflects the success of national initiatives 

in creating an enabling ecosystem for R&D, patents, and entrepreneurial ventures. 

Innovation in Viksit Bharat 2047 Framework 

Innovation ensures that these diverse missions do not operate in silos but complement each other. For 

example, Digital India infrastructure enables start-ups to scale, while Smart Cities offer testbeds for deploying 

innovative urban solutions. Likewise, Atmanirbhar Bharat’s policy ecosystem strengthens domestic 

manufacturing, creating a market for innovative start-up products. 

Thus, innovation functions as the unifying thread that weaves together economic growth, social 

inclusion, technological empowerment, and environmental sustainability—the four pillars of Viksit Bharat 

2047. 
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Policy Recommendations 

1. Strengthen Regional Innovation Hubs: While start-ups are flourishing in metropolitan centers, 

greater emphasis should be placed on Tier-II and Tier-III cities through expanded Atal Incubation 

Centres, state-supported accelerators, and localized skill-development programs. This will 

decentralize innovation and reduce regional disparities (Gupta, 2023). 

2. Deepen Digital Inclusion: Although internet penetration has grown rapidly, gaps remain in rural 

connectivity and digital literacy. Policies should focus on last-mile broadband access, affordable 

devices, and vernacular digital tools to ensure that the benefits of Digital India reach marginalized 

groups, particularly women and rural populations (Kaur, 2023; World Bank, 2022). 

3. Scale Up Green and Sustainable Infrastructure: Smart Cities projects should prioritize renewable 

energy, sustainable transport, and climate-resilient urban planning. Dedicated green financing 

instruments, such as municipal green bonds and PPPs, can mobilize private capital for sustainable 

infrastructure (Chakraborty & Dutta, 2022). 

4. Boost Manufacturing through Value-Chain Integration: To achieve higher manufacturing-to-GDP 

share, India must strengthen linkages between MSMEs and global supply chains. Policy focus should 

be on technology adoption, access to credit, and export facilitation for MSMEs, while continuing PLI 

schemes in high-potential sectors like electronics, defense, and renewable energy (WTO, 2023). 

5. Institutionalize Waste Management and Sanitation Practices: Swachh Bharat Abhiyan must 

evolve into a comprehensive urban sanitation and waste management framework, focusing on fecal 

sludge management, recycling industries, and community participation. This will ensure sustainability 

beyond infrastructure creation (Patel, 2021; Singh, 2022). 

6. Create an Integrated Innovation Ecosystem: Policy convergence is critical: Smart Cities can act as 

testbeds for start-up innovations, Digital India can provide the connectivity backbone, and 

Atmanirbhar Bharat can generate demand for indigenous solutions. Institutional mechanisms such as 

national innovation clusters should be established to ensure cross-sectoral collaboration and scaling 

of successful innovations (UNDP, 2022; WIPO, 2023). 

Conclusion 

The journey towards Viksit Bharat 2047 is not a linear economic growth story but a multi-dimensional 

transformation that requires the convergence of entrepreneurship, technology, sustainability, and social 

inclusion. The analysis of flagship initiatives reveals that each program contributes uniquely to this vision, 

while collectively they form an integrated development model. Start-ups and Atal Incubation Centres act as 

the engines of innovation and job creation, empowering youth and decentralizing opportunities beyond 

metropolitan hubs (NITI Aayog, 2016; DPIIT, 2023). The Smart Cities Mission demonstrates how urban 

centers can evolve into sustainable, technology-enabled growth hubs, balancing modernization with heritage 

conservation (MoHUA, 2022). The Digital India Mission has bridged the digital divide, improved governance 

efficiency, and established India as a leader in digital innovation, as evidenced by the exponential growth of 

UPI and e-governance platforms (MeitY, 2022; TRAI, 2023). Similarly, Make in India and Atmanirbhar 

Bharat have positioned India as a competitive manufacturing hub, attracting record levels of FDI, boosting 

electronics production, and reinforcing the role of MSMEs in global value chains (Economic Survey, 2023). 

The Swachh Bharat Abhiyan has laid a foundational base for public health and productivity, with sanitation 

coverage rising to nearly 100% and urban waste management systems evolving toward circular economy 

models (MoJS, 2020; WHO, 2020). Across all these initiatives, innovation emerges as the unifying thread—

enabling cross-sectoral linkages, fostering global competitiveness, and ensuring sustainability (Choudhury, 

2023; WIPO, 2023). By creating an enabling ecosystem for innovation-led solutions, India strengthens its 

capacity to address pressing domestic challenges while also positioning itself as a global leader in technology, 

governance, and sustainable development. However, realizing the ambitious vision of Viksit Bharat 2047 will 

require consistent policy support, stronger institutional frameworks, and inclusive strategies that ensure 

benefits reach marginalized communities. Continued focus on skills, digital literacy, sustainable 

infrastructure, and MSME integration into global markets will be essential to broaden the impact. 

In conclusion, the integrated implementation of these flagship initiatives reflects a holistic 

development paradigm where economic progress, technological empowerment, environmental sustainability, 
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and social inclusion converge. This multidimensional approach not only accelerates India’s growth trajectory 

but also paves the way for it to emerge as a self-reliant, sustainable, and globally respected nation by 2047. 
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