www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 9 September 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882

éb INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE

RESEARCH THOUGHTS (I1JCRT)
g

An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

The Impact Of Thermal Power Plant On Human
Health And Local Economi

Vijayashree S Patil ’Dr M P Baligar
Research scholar Research Guide
Dept of Sociology Dept of Sociology
KSAWU,Vijayapura KSAWU, Vijayapura.

Abstract

Although thermal power plants are essential to the world's energy supply, they have a big impact on
local economics and public health. Hazardous pollutants such sulphur dioxide, nitrogen oxides, and fine
particulate matter are released during their operations, which can cause neurological impairments,
cardiovascular problems, and respiratory illnesses.  Furthermore, incorrect industrial waste disposal
contaminates water sources, increasing the dangers to human health. Economically speaking, thermal
power plants ensure a steady supply of electricity while fostering industrial expansion and employment
development. However, these advantages are frequently outweighed by pollution-driven agricultural
decline, growing healthcare expenses, and environmental deterioration, which has a detrimental impact
on nearby populations. To reduce harm while preserving economic stability, addressing these issues

calls for a move toward cleaner technology, more stringent laws, and sustainable energy sources.
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Introduction

Although thermal power plants are essential to the generation of electricity, they have a substantial and
varied influence on local economy and human health. Regarding health, these plants’ emissions of
nitrogen oxides, sulphur dioxide, and particulate matter contribute to air pollution, which can cause heart
difficulties, respiratory disorders, and other major health concerns. Long-term exposure to thermal
power plant emissions has been associated with a higher incidence of lung infections, asthma, and even
early mortality. Furthermore, local water sources may get contaminated by the discharge of fly ash and
other industrial waste, increasing the dangers to public health. Millions of people rely on thermal power
plants to provide them with electricity, making them an essential part of energy production. They do,

however, also provide significant obstacles to local economies and public health. The dual effects of
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thermal power plants are examined in this article, with an emphasis on the advantages and disadvantages

of their operations.

SOURCES OF THERMAL POLLUTION

Power Plants: Thermal pollution is mostly caused by power plants, especially coal-fired and nuclear-
fired ones. These plants utilize a lot of water as a coolant, which is frequently released back into
surrounding water bodies at high temperatures after absorbing heat from the process. The local aquatic
environment may be significantly changed by this heat discharge, which might have a negative impact

on aquatic life, disturb ecosystems, and lower oxygen levels.

Nuclear Power Plant : The contribution of nuclear power plants to thermal pollution is especially well-
known. Due to the enormous amounts of heat produced by nuclear fission, enormous amounts of water
are required for cooling. After being utilized, this water is usually returned to rivers, lakes, or the ocean,
frequently without enough cooling, raising the temperature of the surrounding water. In addition to
interfering with mating cycles, migration patterns, and the general well-being of the aquatic

environment, this shift may cause heat shock in aquatic animals.

Coal-Fired Power Plants: Another significant source of thermal pollution is coal-fired power stations.
In order to create energy, these facilities burn coal, which generates a lot of heat. The plants consume
water from neighbouring sources to combat this heat, and after usage, the water is released at high
temperatures. Fish and other aquatic life may suffer if the water's dissolved oxygen levels drop as a
result of thermal pollution from coal-fired power plants. Additionally, coal plants frequently release
pollutants like sulfur compounds and mercury in addition to heat, worsening the effects on the

environment.

Mitigation Strategies: A number of tactics, such as cogeneration, artificial lakes, and cooling towers,
have been put forth to lessen the effects of thermal pollution from power plants. Instead of releasing heat
straight into bodies of water, cooling towers aid in its dispersion into the sky. Before the heated water is
discharged into natural water bodies, it might cool in artificial lakes or reservoirs that serve as heat

sinks.

Storm water Runoff: The spread of paved surfaces like sidewalks, parking lots, and roadways in urban
areas greatly increases the amount of thermal pollution in neighbouring streams and rivers. Compared to
natural ground cover, these surfaces heated considerably as a result of absorbing solar energy. The
temperature of storm water runoff rises when rain falls on these heated surfaces because the water
warms as it passes over them. The temperature of streams and rivers rises as a result of this hot runoff

being directed into storm drains and ultimately released into nearby aquatic bodies.
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IMPACT OF HUMAN HEALTH
Direct Health Effects: Drinking water sources may be impacted in a number of ways by thermal
pollution, which is caused by the release of hot water into aquatic systems. Drinking water sources may
become contaminated as a result of germs and parasites growing more readily in warm water.
Communities that depend on surface water supplies should be especially concerned about this. Bacteria,
viruses, and protozoa are among the waterborne pathogens that can develop more quickly in warmer
water. Higher pathogen concentrations in drinking water sources due to this accelerated development
rate might raise the risk of waterborne illnesses such gastrointestinal infections. The risk of
gastrointestinal disorders may increase when drinking water sources are hotter. Warmer temperatures
can favor the growth of pathogens including Giardia, Cryptosporidium, and different strains of
Escherichia coli, which can result in epidemics of gastrointestinal disorders and other associated health

problems.

Indirect Health Effects: By changing aquatic ecosystems and food chains, thermal pollution can have
an indirect impact on human health. In aquatic creatures, especially fish, elevated water temperatures

can cause poisons to build up and then be consumed by people.

Agquatic species’ metabolism and behaviour can be impacted by thermal pollution, which can
exacerbate the build-up of environmental pollutants. Higher temperatures may cause fish to collect more
contaminants, including heavy metals and persistent organic pollutants (POPs), which people can

subsequently eat.

Thermal power plants are a major source of pollution. Because they emit dangerous chemicals like
sulphur dioxide (SO2), nitrogen oxides (NOx), and particulate matter into the atmosphere, Serious health
problems are caused by these pollutants, such a
Respiratory diseases: Asthma, bronchitis, and lung infections are more common as a result of air
pollution. Long-term exposure to power plant air pollution raises the risk of lung infections, asthma, and
chronic bronchitis.

Cardiovascular issues: Heart attacks, high blood pressure, and strokes are made more likely by fine
particulate matter (PM2.5), which may enter the bloodstream.

Long-term effects: Over time, exposure to hazardous chemicals and heavy metals from burning coal
can cause cancer and neurological diseases.

Neurological disorders: When coal is burned, heavy metals like mercury are produced, which can harm
children's developing brains.

Water contamination: Fly ash and industrial waste disposal can contaminate water sources, impacting
irrigation and drinking water. Thermal power plant waste, especially fly ash, includes hazardous

substances that can contaminate agricultural land and groundwater.
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* Kidney and gastrointestinal issues are more common when drinking water is contaminated.
* Crop failure caused by contaminated soil impacts local farmers and food security.

Workers in thermal power plants face high exposure to heat, toxic emissions, and  hazardous
chemicals.

A higher chance of respiratory ailments, skin burns, and accidents at work.

The risk of acquiring lung cancer and other chronic illnesses is increased by occupational exposure
to carcinogens.
Neurological conditions brought on by mercury exposure can impair cognition and cause memory loss.
Prolonged exposure to airborne pollutants has been connected to developmental problems in children,
including learning difficulties
Economic benefits:
« Job creation: Thermal plants boost local economies by creating jobs in engineering, maintenance, and
operations.
* Industry energy supply: Dependable electricity promotes the growth of factories, companies, and
infrastructure.
Balancing Economic Growth and Sustainability

Governments and businesses are investigating greener technologies including carbon capture,

renewable energy sources, and pollution management methods to reduce adverse consequences.

Purchasing sustainable substitutes can lessen environmental damage while promoting economic growth.

Economic challenges

* Agricultural losses: Pollution lowers farmers' revenue by affecting agricultural productivity and
livestock health.

« Healthcare costs: People and public health services are under financial hardship due to the rise in
pollution-related illness cases.

« Decline in tourist and property values: Because of environmental degradation, areas close to thermal
plants frequently see reduced land prices and tourism activities.

To lessen negative effects, governments and corporations are looking toward greener technology
including carbon capture, renewable energy sources, and pollution control techniques. Investing in
sustainable alternatives can reduce environmental harm while International Journal of Applied Science
and Engineering Review ISSN: 2582-6271 Vol. 5, Issue.6, Nov-Dec 2024, page no. 01-18
Potentials solutions and mitigation
Renewable Energy and Cleaner Technologies
* Reliance on fossil fuels is decreased by switching to solar, wind, and hydroelectric electricity.

* Carbon capture and storage (CCS) reduces CO2 emissions from power stations that burn coal.
Policy Interventions and Environmental Regulations
* Putting in place more stringent emission regulations and pollution prevention tools (such electrostatic

precipitators).
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* Enforcing improved waste management procedures, particularly with regard to the disposal of fly ash.

Healthcare Support and Community Awareness
* Teaching the local populace about the dangers of air pollution and how to avoid it.
* Putting money into medical facilities to fight diseases brought on by pollution.
Balancing Progress and Sustainability
To lessen negative effects, governments and corporations are looking toward greener technology
including carbon capture, renewable energy sources, and pollution control techniques. Investing in

sustainable alternatives can reduce environmental harm while fostering economic expansion.

Conclusion

Thermal power plants continue to be essential for the generation of electricity, but it is impossible to
overlook their detrimental consequences on both economic stability and human health. To maintain
long-term environmental and human well-being, governments and businesses must give priority to

cleaner energy alternatives, pollution control technology, and sustainable economic strategies.
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