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Abstract: 

Migration is more than the physical act of moving from one place to another; it often represents a profound 

transformation of identity, selfhood, and belonging. For women, this experience is deeply gendered—

shaped by patriarchal expectations, socio-cultural constraints, and the psychological toll of uprooting. 

Across time and geography, female migrants have had to navigate the double bind of displacement and 

gender oppression, where the promise of freedom or survival often comes at the cost of emotional and 

bodily autonomy. In literature, the female migrant's story is frequently a narrative of rupture, resilience, 

and reinvention. This is particularly evident in Amrita Pritam’s Pinjar, Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, and 

Angie Cruz’s Dominicana—three novels that portray women at the intersection of migration, violence, and 

identity. These protagonists do not simply move across borders; they are shaped, broken, and remade by 

them. Their journeys highlight how migration can be both a trauma and a site of potential empowerment, 

revealing the complex interplay between personal agency and historical force. 

Introduction: 

Migration has become a defining global phenomenon in the 21st century, shaping economies, societies, 

and individual identities. Among migrants, women often occupy a unique position as both active agents 

and vulnerable subjects. The experiences of female protagonists in migration narratives—whether in law, 

literature, or lived reality—highlight complex intersections of gender, socio-economic status, and legal 

frameworks. This paper contextualizes migration’s impact on women, focusing on how legal systems 

respond to their vulnerabilities while enabling or restricting empowerment. 

Migration, whether voluntary or forced, internal or transnational, has profound legal, social, and cultural 

consequences. Female migrants embody particular challenges as they navigate patriarchy, economic 

dependency, and systemic inequality. In legal discourse, women migrants often emerge as protagonists 

confronting issues such as human trafficking, domestic work exploitation, refugee status, and reproductive 

rights. By contextualizing migration through the lens of female experiences, this paper examines the role 

of law in shaping narratives of empowerment and subordination.  
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Migration and Gendered Vulnerability: 

Migration is rarely gender-neutral. Women migrants face unique vulnerabilities such as: 

 Exploitation in labor markets: Female migrants disproportionately enter low-paid, insecure 

domestic and caregiving roles (ILO, 2018). 

 Legal invisibility: Irregular migration status often strips women of access to legal protection and 

justice (UNHCR, 2020). 

 Gender-based violence: Migrant women are at higher risk of trafficking, sexual exploitation, and 

intimate partner violence in host societies (Chant & Radcliffe, 2020). 

The UN Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW, 

1979) and the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in Persons (2000) provide 

international legal recognition of these vulnerabilities. 

Pinjar, Jasmine, and Dominicana: 

Amrita Pritam’s Pinjar (1950), Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine (1989), and Angie Cruz’s Dominicana (2019) 

offer compelling portrayals of women navigating the harsh realities of migration under vastly different 

historical and cultural circumstances. Pinjar, set against the backdrop of the 1947 Partition of India, tells 

the harrowing story of Puro, a Hindu woman abducted and forced into a Muslim household, highlighting 

the intersection of gendered violence and national upheaval. In Jasmine, Mukherjee traces the journey of 

Jyoti, a young Indian woman who flees to the United States after personal tragedy, only to undergo multiple 

transformations as she adapts to American life, constantly negotiating her identity. Cruz’s Dominicana, 

meanwhile, centers on Ana, a fifteen-year-old Dominican girl thrust into marriage and migration to New 

York, where she confronts the struggles of domestic abuse, cultural isolation, and eventual self-

determination. Despite their diverse settings—from colonial Punjab to late-20th-century America and the 

Caribbean diaspora—these narratives reveal shared themes of dislocation, identity reformation, and the 

silent burdens women bear in patriarchal societies. Each protagonist offers a unique lens into the emotional 

and existential costs of migration, particularly as experienced by women caught between tradition and 

transformation. Through Pinjar, Jasmine, and Dominicana, Amrita Pritam, Bharati Mukherjee, and Angie 

Cruz depict how migration—whether forced, chosen, or coerced—profoundly shapes the identities and 

destinies of their female protagonists. Each novel explores the intersection of gender, displacement, and 

cultural conflict, illustrating how migration not only fractures personal identity but also creates space for 

transformation and resilience. While Puro, Jyoti, and Ana emerge from vastly different socio-political 

contexts, their shared struggles with violence, alienation, and survival underscore how the female migrant 

experience is marked by both suffering and self-empowerment. This paper argues that these novels 

collectively challenge dominant narratives of migration by centering women’s voices, highlighting how 

trauma and mobility intersect to redefine womanhood across borders. 

Female Protagonists in Migration Narratives: Legal Implications: 

The "female protagonist" in migration is both a lived subject and a symbolic figure in legal narratives. 

Case laws and statutes demonstrate how women migrants’ struggles reshape legal discourse: 

 Khosa v. Minister of Social Development (South Africa, 2004) – affirmed the right of 

permanent residents (including women migrants) to access social welfare, linking migration to 

dignity and equality. 

 Laxmi Kant Pandey v. Union of India (AIR 1984 SC 469) – though centered on inter-country 

adoption, the Indian Supreme Court emphasized safeguards for migrant women and children 

against exploitation. 

 European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) jurisprudence (e.g., Rantsev v. Cyprus and 

Russia, 2010) recognized trafficking of women as a violation of human rights under Article 4 of 

the ECHR. 

These cases underscore how law transforms women migrants from invisible victims into protagonists of 

justice-seeking narratives. 
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Historical & Cultural Contexts: 

Partition-era Punjab (Pinjar) 

Amrita Pritam’s Pinjar is deeply rooted in the traumatic historical context of the Partition of India in 1947, 

a period marked by mass displacement, communal violence, and deep-rooted patriarchal structures. Punjab, 

as a border province, bore the brunt of the violence during Partition, with communities torn apart and 

hundreds of thousands of women abducted, raped, or killed. Pritam captures this brutal reality through the 

character of Puro, a young Hindu woman abducted by Rashid, a Muslim man, as part of an intergenerational 

revenge plot. Puro’s forced migration from her natal Hindu household into a Muslim community is 

emblematic of the broader communal and gendered violence of the time. Unlike many historical narratives 

that focus on political or religious divides, Pinjar centers the suffering of women whose bodies became 

battlegrounds of honor, revenge, and power. Through Puro’s story, Pritam critiques both the colonial state’s 

failure to protect women and the complicity of patriarchal traditions in perpetuating cycles of violence. The 

Partition, in this context, is not just a backdrop but an active agent in stripping Puro of her identity and 

autonomy—only for her to gradually reclaim a voice and agency, though not without deep scars. As Pritam 

writes, “A woman's body is always someone else's honor,” a line that encapsulates how gender and violence 

intersect in times of political upheaval. Thus, Pinjar becomes a haunting narrative of female displacement 

and the search for selfhood amidst chaos. 

Late-20th-century postcolonial North America (Jasmine) 

Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine is set against the backdrop of late-20th-century postcolonial migration to 

North America, a period when economic globalization, political instability, and the remnants of colonial 

histories pushed many from the Global South to seek new lives in the West. The novel charts the journey 

of Jyoti, a young woman from rural Punjab, who reinvents herself multiple times—as Jasmine, Jazzy, Jase, 

and Jane—across different American landscapes. Her migration is not only physical but existential, 

reflecting the fractured and fluid identity of postcolonial subjects. Unlike traditional immigration narratives 

that emphasize assimilation or success, Jasmine interrogates the psychological dislocation and 

transformation that accompanies migration, especially for women who must navigate both racial and 

gendered hierarchies in their new environments. Jyoti’s story unfolds in an America that promises 

reinvention yet often demands cultural erasure and submission. As she moves from illegal immigrant to 

caregiver to romantic partner, each phase of her journey highlights a different facet of survival in a society 

marked by cultural contradictions and systemic exclusion. Mukherjee uses Jyoti’s multiple identities to 

explore how postcolonial immigrants are continually remade by the demands of their host cultures. The 

novel reflects the idea that, for migrant women, identity is not inherited but assembled—often painfully—

through rupture and resilience. As Jasmine herself asserts, “I changed destinies. What was a small-town 

girl from Hasnapur doing in Iowa? Inventing herself.” In this way, Jasmine becomes a powerful 

commentary on how postcolonial migration destabilizes fixed notions of self, womanhood, and belonging 

in the late-capitalist Western world. 

Early-21st-century Dominican migration to the U.S. (Dominicana) 

Angie Cruz’s Dominicana captures the realities of Dominican migration to the United States in the early 

2000s, a period shaped by economic inequality, gendered labor expectations, and the persistent legacy of 

authoritarian regimes like that of Rafael Trujillo. The protagonist, Ana Canción, a fifteen-year-old girl from 

the Dominican countryside, is married off to an older man, Juan Ruiz, in what her family sees as a strategic 

alliance for upward mobility through migration. Ana’s migration to New York City is thus not driven by 

personal aspiration but by familial obligation and patriarchal arrangements—a reality that mirrors the 

experiences of many women in Latin American immigrant communities. Upon her arrival in Washington 

Heights, Ana is quickly confronted with the stark contrast between the imagined American dream and the 

harsh isolation and domestic control she faces in her marriage. Cruz portrays the U.S. not as a land of 

opportunity, but as a space of confinement, especially for women with limited legal and social support. 

The early 21st century was also a time when Dominican women increasingly migrated alone or as heads 

of households, yet were still constrained by traditional gender roles, both within the diaspora and in their 

communities back home. Ana’s eventual growth—from a voiceless bride to a woman who begins to assert 

her desires and claim space in her own life—reflects the complex negotiations immigrant women make 
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between duty and selfhood. As Ana reflects, “I was born to this life, but I will not die in it,” a powerful 

declaration of resistance that echoes the struggle for autonomy faced by many first-generation immigrant 

women. Through Ana’s story, Cruz captures the intimate, often invisible costs of migration, especially for 

women burdened with the dual task of surviving and remaking themselves in unfamiliar worlds. 

Migration, Agency, and Empowerment: 

Beyond victimhood, migration also empowers women by reshaping gender roles. Remittances, 

transnational advocacy, and mobility enable women to gain financial independence and agency (Pessar & 

Mahler, 2003). Feminist legal theory highlights that laws regulating migration—such as family 

reunification, citizenship, and asylum—can either reinforce patriarchal control or facilitate 

empowerment. 

For example, India’s Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 disproportionately impacted women refugees 

by linking citizenship to documentation, which women migrants often lack due to gendered barriers in 

their home countries (Menon, 2020). 

 

Experiences of Displacement & Identity: 

Pinjar: Puro’s kidnapping, communal conflict, loss of identity 

In Pinjar, Puro’s forced abduction by Rashid becomes both a literal and symbolic act of erasure, setting 

into motion her descent into statelessness and spiritual exile. What begins as a personal tragedy is quickly 

revealed to be part of a larger pattern of gendered violence fueled by communal revenge during the Partition 

of India. Puro’s kidnapping by a Muslim man, under the guise of avenging an ancestral land dispute, 

underscores how women were commodified and used as instruments of retaliation between religious 

communities. Once taken from her Hindu family, Puro is abandoned by her parents—effectively severing 

her ties to her former identity, religion, and home. This disownment is not just physical but existential. She 

is rechristened as Hamida, a symbolic rebirth into a community she did not choose, and this transformation 

marks the beginning of her fractured identity. As she later reflects, “I had no name, no home, no family. I 

had become a ghost.” This haunting line encapsulates the loss of autonomy and social recognition 

experienced by women caught in the crossfire of national and patriarchal violence. Puro’s identity is further 

destabilized by the communal violence erupting around her, where Hindu and Muslim bodies are mutilated, 

and women are abducted, raped, and discarded as markers of religious shame or conquest. Through Puro’s 

journey, Amrita Pritam portrays not only the trauma of Partition but also the silencing of women’s voices 

and identities in the larger nationalist discourse. However, Puro’s eventual decision to stay with Rashid—

despite being given a chance to return—signals a complex reclamation of agency. In embracing the very 

space that once imprisoned her, she subverts victimhood and asserts a new form of self-definition, one that 

transcends the binaries of religion, honor, and nationhood. 

Jasmine: Jyoti’s reinvention, cultural assimilation, multiple selves 

In Jasmine, Bharati Mukherjee crafts a protagonist whose identity is in constant flux, shaped by loss, 

migration, and survival in a foreign land. Born as Jyoti in a conservative village in Punjab, she begins her 

journey as a traditional Indian woman molded by family and societal expectations. However, following the 

death of her husband in a terrorist attack, her migration to the United States becomes an escape from trauma 

and an opportunity for reinvention. Each stage of her journey introduces a new version of herself: from 

Jyoti to Jasmine, then Jazzy, Jase, and finally Jane. These transformations are not just name changes but 

adaptive identities that reflect the psychological fragmentation and cultural negotiation required of migrant 

women in postcolonial North America. Mukherjee uses these layered identities to explore how cultural 

assimilation is often less about belonging and more about survival—especially for women who must 

navigate race, class, and gender hierarchies in unfamiliar territory. Jasmine does not passively assimilate; 

she actively reconstructs herself to fit different roles—illegal immigrant, caregiver, lover, and potential 

wife—adopting new languages, behaviors, and emotional defenses with each shift. As Jasmine says, “There 

are no harmless, compassionate ways to remake oneself. We murder who we were so we can rebirth 
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ourselves in the images of dreams.” This radical self-reinvention highlights both the empowerment and 

alienation embedded in the immigrant experience. Mukherjee challenges static ideas of identity by 

portraying Jasmine not as a fixed self, but as a fluid and adaptive being—one shaped by displacement but 

not wholly defined by it. Through her, the novel interrogates what it means to be an immigrant woman in 

a society that offers reinvention at a high emotional cost. 

Dominicana: Ana’s arranged marriage, family obligation, immigrant struggle 

In Dominicana, Angie Cruz presents Ana Canción as a poignant symbol of the gendered cost of migration, 

especially when movement across borders is driven by familial expectation rather than personal ambition. 

At just fifteen years old, Ana is married off to Juan Ruiz, a much older man, not out of love but as a 

calculated move by her family to secure a foothold in the United States. Her body becomes currency in a 

transnational exchange—a sacrifice she must make for the supposed betterment of her kin. Ana's migration 

to New York City is therefore marked not by hope or opportunity but by confinement, loneliness, and 

cultural disorientation. Once in America, Ana is subjected to Juan’s emotional and physical abuse, trapped 

in a small apartment, isolated by language barriers, and stripped of agency. Her identity as a young girl is 

forcibly reshaped into that of a subservient wife and silent immigrant. Cruz poignantly captures the 

oppressive weight of duty and silence placed on women like Ana who are told that endurance is their only 

strength. However, as Ana gradually gains exposure to American life—through secret trips to the market, 

interactions with neighbors, and the fleeting freedom she experiences while Juan is away—she begins to 

imagine a different future for herself. “I was born to this life, but I will not die in it,” Ana declares, 

articulating a powerful inner shift. Her resistance, though quiet and cautious, builds toward a steady 

assertion of autonomy. Ana’s story, while deeply rooted in the cultural specifics of Dominican migration, 

echoes broader patterns of immigrant women's struggles: navigating patriarchal control, economic 

vulnerability, and the slow, painful path toward self-realization in a foreign land. Cruz thus reframes 

migration not as a destination but as a battleground for identity and empowerment. 

Agency, Resistance & Female Solidarity – Puro’s Slow Reclamation of Self in Pinjar: 

In Pinjar, Puro’s journey from victimhood to a subtle but powerful assertion of agency unfolds within a 

brutal context of abduction, displacement, and Partition-era trauma. Initially stripped of autonomy by her 

kidnapping and forced marriage to Rashid, Puro embodies the violence inflicted upon women's bodies as 

markers of communal honor. Yet, rather than remain passive, she slowly reclaims her sense of self through 

small acts of resistance: her refusal to return to her natal family when they reject her, her decision to protect 

other displaced women, and ultimately her moral agency in helping a Hindu girl escape across the border. 

These choices, though shaped by her constrained circumstances, demonstrate Puro’s evolution from a 

voiceless victim to a woman who actively shapes her moral and emotional world. Female solidarity plays 

a crucial role in this transformation—Puro’s empathy for other women, regardless of religion or 

background, becomes a quiet form of resistance against the patriarchal and communal ideologies that once 

silenced her. In the end, her reclamation of self is not a return to who she was, but a forging of a new 

identity grounded in resilience, compassion, and agency. 

Jasmine’s assertive transformation 

In Bharati Mukherjee’s Jasmine, the protagonist undergoes a bold and dynamic transformation that 

exemplifies an assertive reclamation of agency and identity across cultural and geographical borders. 

Jasmine begins as a traditional village girl in Punjab, shaped by rigid gender norms and expectations. 

However, the trauma of her husband’s murder and her subsequent migration to the United States serve as 

catalysts for a radical reinvention of self. Unlike Puro in Pinjar, Jasmine actively sheds and reclaims 

identities—Jyoti, Jasmine, Jazzy, Jase, and Jane—each marking a step toward greater autonomy and self-

definition. Her transformation is assertive and often disruptive, involving both resistance to patriarchal 

structures and a rejection of cultural fixity. Jasmine does not passively adapt; she chooses, reinvents, and 

sometimes destroys relationships to assert control over her narrative. While the novel doesn’t center female 

solidarity as overtly as Pinjar, moments of kinship with women like Lillian Gordon offer crucial support 

in Jasmine’s journey. Ultimately, Jasmine's assertive transformation illustrates how agency can be 

exercised through fluid identity, resistance to imposed roles, and the radical act of self-reinvention in a 

diasporic context. 
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Ana’s pursuit of autonomy and community 

In Angie Cruz’s Dominicana, Ana’s journey from a silenced teenage bride to a young woman carving out 

her own space in a foreign land reflects a quiet but determined pursuit of autonomy and belonging. Brought 

to New York through a forced marriage arranged to benefit her family’s economic interests, Ana initially 

exists in isolation, her voice and choices stifled by both her husband and her immigrant status. Yet, within 

the confines of her limited freedom, Ana begins to resist—learning English, exploring the city, forging 

relationships outside her home, and imagining a life beyond domestic servitude. Her pursuit of autonomy 

is marked not by defiance alone, but by gradual acts of self-assertion and the building of emotional and 

communal support systems. Female solidarity—especially with women like César’s sister and other 

immigrant neighbors—becomes a lifeline, reinforcing Ana’s sense of identity and possibility. By the end 

of the novel, her decision to stay in New York and raise her child on her own terms symbolizes a profound 

reclaiming of agency. Ana’s journey demonstrates that resistance can be quiet, rooted in care and 

community, and that autonomy often grows through the strength found in shared struggle. 

Challenges in Legal Protection: 

Despite progressive frameworks, female migrants still face obstacles: 

1. Documentation and Identity – Many women lack formal papers, excluding them from legal 

systems. 

2. Cultural Barriers – Patriarchal structures often silence migrant women in legal proceedings. 

3. Policy Gaps – Host states prioritize border security over human rights, leaving women’s needs 

unaddressed. 

Themes of Violence, Memory & Belonging: 

Rape, honor culture (Pinjar) 

In Pinjar, Amrita Pritam explores how the violent entanglement of rape and honor culture during the 

Partition era leaves indelible scars on women’s identities, memories, and sense of belonging. Puro's 

abduction and rape by Rashid is not merely an individual act of violence, but a deeply symbolic assault 

rooted in patriarchal and communal conceptions of honor. Her body becomes a battleground for male 

vengeance and nationalistic pride, effectively severing her from her natal family, who reject her in order to 

preserve their own societal standing. This rejection deepens her trauma, as the violence she suffers is 

compounded by emotional exile. Memory becomes both a burden and a tool for survival—Puro is haunted 

by the past but also draws strength from it to forge new meaning. Paradoxically, even as she is denied 

reentry into her original community, she creates a new space of belonging by forming bonds with other 

marginalized women and eventually claiming moral agency by helping a Hindu girl escape. Through Puro, 

Pritam critiques how honor culture perpetuates cycles of violence and exclusion, and how memory, though 

painful, can also become a source of resistance and redefinition of self and community. 

Trauma, Assimilation, Power – Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee: 

In Jasmine, Bharati Mukherjee crafts a protagonist whose life is shaped by trauma, yet redefined by her 

relentless ability to adapt and seize power through assimilation. Jasmine’s journey begins in rural India, 

where traditional gender roles, loss, and violence—including the traumatic murder of her husband—form 

the basis of her early disempowerment. Yet, as she migrates to America, each traumatic rupture becomes 

a point of transformation. Through multiple identities—Jyoti, Jasmine, Jazzy, Jase, Jane—she assimilates 

not as a sign of erasure, but as a means of survival and self-creation. Jasmine’s assimilation is strategic, 

allowing her to move through socio-cultural spaces with increasing agency. Power, for her, lies in 

reinvention: by refusing to remain a passive victim of her past, she subverts the expectations of both her 

native and adopted cultures. Trauma becomes fuel for transformation, and assimilation, far from a form of 

surrender, becomes Jasmine’s tool for empowerment and control over her own narrative. 
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Poverty, Motherhood, Resilience – Dominicana by Angie Cruz: 

In Dominicana, Angie Cruz portrays a deeply moving narrative of a young immigrant woman navigating 

the intersecting burdens of poverty, early motherhood, and patriarchal control. Ana is brought from the 

Dominican Republic to New York under the guise of a better life, only to find herself trapped in an abusive 

marriage and economic dependency. Poverty isolates her, but it also sharpens her survival instincts and 

forces her to find strength in her limited resources. Motherhood becomes both a burden and a source of 

purpose—while her pregnancy initially deepens her vulnerability, it ultimately becomes the reason she 

chooses to stay and build an independent life. Her resilience grows not through grand acts of defiance but 

through everyday courage: learning English, asserting control over her body, and slowly carving out a 

community for herself. Ana's story is one of quiet endurance and incremental resistance, where resilience 

is cultivated not in spite of motherhood and poverty, but through them. Cruz presents Ana as a powerful 

counter-narrative to the myth of the passive immigrant woman, highlighting the agency that emerges even 

in the most constrained circumstances. 

Expanded Case Law Analysis: 

1. India 

 Vishaka v. State of Rajasthan (1997) 6 SCC 241 

Though not directly about migration, this landmark case established guidelines against sexual 

harassment at the workplace. It has been invoked to protect migrant women workers in informal 

sectors (especially domestic and construction work), making them legal protagonists in workplace 

safety discourse. 

 People’s Union for Democratic Rights v. Union of India (1982) 3 SCC 235 

 

The Supreme Court recognized the exploitation of migrant laborers in the Asian Games 

construction project and held that non-payment of minimum wages violated fundamental rights 

under Article 23 (prohibition of forced labor). Migrant women workers in construction became 

visible legal actors through this case. 

 Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India (1984) 3 SCC 161 

 

This PIL brought to light bonded labor, often involving women migrants. The Court’s proactive 

stance underscored that the right against exploitation extends to migrant workers, many of whom 

are women trapped in cycles of poverty and forced migration. 

 Mohini Jain v. State of Karnataka (1992) AIR 1858 

 

While focused on the right to education, this case has been cited in migration jurisprudence to argue 

for educational access of migrant children, disproportionately affecting migrant mothers who 

become advocates for their children’s rights. 

Comparative Jurisprudence: 

 Hirsi Jamaa and Others v. Italy (ECtHR, 2012) 

 

Concerned Italy’s pushback of migrants to Libya. The European Court of Human Rights held that 

collective expulsion violated human rights, with significant implications for migrant women who 

are often victims of trafficking and violence during sea crossings. 
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 M.S.S. v. Belgium and Greece (ECtHR, 2011) 

The Court ruled that asylum seekers subjected to degrading living conditions violated Article 3 of 

the ECHR. Female asylum seekers were particularly vulnerable, reinforcing the duty of host states 

to ensure dignity in migration processes. 

 Minister for Immigration and Multicultural and Indigenous Affairs v. B (Australia, 2004) 

 

This case dealt with the detention of children in immigration centers. It highlighted the indirect 

impact on migrant mothers, often the protagonists in legal battles for their children’s release and 

wellbeing. 

 

International & Refugee Law: 

 Rantsev v. Cyprus and Russia (ECtHR, 2010) 

 

The Court recognized human trafficking (particularly of women for sex work) as a violation of 

Article 4 of the ECHR (prohibition of slavery and forced labor). This landmark case placed 

trafficked migrant women at the center of human rights jurisprudence. 

 Canada (Attorney General) v. Ward (1993) 

 

The Supreme Court of Canada recognized gender-based persecution as grounds for refugee status. 

This opened pathways for women fleeing forced marriages, honor crimes, and domestic violence 

in migration contexts. 

 Matter of Kasinga (U.S. Board of Immigration Appeals, 1996) 

 

Granted asylum to a young Togolese woman fleeing female genital mutilation (FGM). It was a 

groundbreaking recognition of gender-based harm as persecution in U.S. asylum law. 

Recent Developments in Indian Context 

 National Legal Services Authority (NALSA) v. Union of India (2014) 5 SCC 438 

 

While primarily about transgender rights, it significantly impacts migration narratives of 

transgender women who are forced to migrate due to social exclusion. It legally recognized their 

rights, broadening the scope of “female protagonists” in migration discourse. 

 Indra Sawhney v. Union of India (1992 Supp. 3 SCC 217) 

 

Indirectly relevant for migrant women, as it dealt with affirmative action in employment. Migrant 

women from marginalized backgrounds often benefit from reservation policies, shifting them into 

empowered protagonists in legal structures. 
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Conclusion: 

Puro, Jasmine, and Ana embody distinct yet interconnected journeys of survival, agency, and 

transformation shaped by their gendered experiences across cultural, historical, and geographical contexts. 

While Puro’s struggle unfolds amidst the violent rupture of Partition and honor culture, Jasmine navigates 

the complexities of trauma and power through continuous reinvention in diaspora, and Ana resists the 

limitations of poverty and patriarchal control through quiet resilience and community-building. Despite 

their differing contexts, all three protagonists confront systemic oppression—whether through sexual 

violence, displacement, or forced dependency—and respond in ways that reflect the nuanced realities of 

female resistance. Their stories demonstrate that autonomy is not a singular or linear path but is forged 

through adaptation, solidarity, and inner strength. 

These narratives also illuminate the broader implications of migration and gender. Migration, often 

portrayed as a space of freedom or opportunity, is revealed to be deeply gendered—freighted with trauma, 

vulnerability, and risk, especially for women. Yet, within this precarious terrain, female protagonists not 

only endure but reshape the boundaries of belonging, often finding strength in memory, solidarity, and 

maternal identity. Their trajectories challenge simplistic binaries of victimhood and agency, suggesting that 

resistance may be quiet, nonlinear, or deeply personal—and still profoundly transformative. 

Further study could explore the role of transgenerational memory and intergenerational trauma among 

women in postcolonial and diasporic literature, as well as the intersection of class, race, and legal status in 

shaping women’s migratory experiences. Comparative feminist analyses that examine how female agency 

is constructed across South Asian, Caribbean, and Latin American immigrant narratives would also offer 

deeper insight into the global dimensions of gendered resistance. 
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