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Abstract: The indescribable tale of Rani Avantibai carved her mark in the records of history. The queen of
dindori also known as Rani Avanti bai lodhi she was the Empress of the Kingdom of ramgarh near jabalpur
in Madhya Pradesh in the colonial period. She is remembered for her fierce opposition to the British East
India Company and her leadership in the revolt against their rule. She is famous for her uprising against the
Britishers in the Revolt of 1857. This paper represents the contribution that she made as of women, as a
queen and as a wife in the freedom struggle where it was rare to see a girl who is in power rising and
revolting against Britishers. With the help of ethnographic data methodology this paper shows the various
events and history behind Avantibai. The aim behind this paper is to present how she used Gorilla war
tactics and refused to surrender herself to the Britishers and made a great impact on the papers of history.
This paper also shows all the great achievement that she made with her bravery which may influence the
contemporary youth and women’s. Queen Avantibai breaks the barriers of being just a woman and a queen
who is not allowed to participate in freedom struggle. Orientation of this paper is surrounded by the event
taking place in Ramgarh of Madhya Pradesh and in the life of Empress of Dindori. The main question is
How in the patriarchal society the woman outshine the others and fearlessly fought against the cruelty and
befitting against the male bigot.

Index Terms — Queen of Dindori, East India Company, Gorilla war

I. INTRODUCTION

Rani Avanti Bai Lodhi the queen of dindori district in the state of Madhya Pradesh is one of the unsung
freedom fighter and brave women who played major role in the struggle against the britishers from the
region of central India[1]. She has shown brave heart and a great personality which became a role model for
several youth of India. She was the queen of dindori and still joined hand with the common people and rose
against the britishers. Rani Avantibai is honoured as a warrior queen and is an important and guiding light in
the history of the Indian freedom struggle. The 1857 war of Independence witnessed her bravery and loyalty
toward her people and throne. Early life Avantibai Lodhi was born in Lodhi family on the date 16 August
1831 in Mankehadi village district Seoni Madhya Pradesh. Her father’s name was Jujhar Singh he was also
one of the glorious kings of central region[2]. Avanti was married to Rajput Prince Vikramaditya Singh
Lodhi, the son of Raja Laxaman Singh of Ramgarh (present-day Dindori). Laxman Singh fall sick and later
died, After his death it was brave queen who assumed the throne and ruled over the Kingdom, which was
disapproved in the eyes of Britishers .The English people refused to consider Avantibai’s sons (Aman Singh
and Sher Singh) legitimate heirs to the throne as they were minors. Avanti had With Laxman singh named
Aman and Sher Singh[3]. In 1851 Raja Laxaman Singh died. Raja Vikramditya again became the King of
Ramgarh. As a Queen she seriously administrated state affairs. As the mother and caretaker of the minor
sons, the state power came to the queen. The queen ordered the farmers of the state not to obey the any
instructions and duties of britishers. This reform work increased the popularity of the queen and she became
the queen of common people.
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Il. THE ROLE OF RANI AVANTIBAI LODHI IN THE REVOLT OF 1857

Rani Avantibai Lodhi played a significant role in the Indian Rebellion of 1857. She was a queen who led her
own army against the British East India Company, particularly in the region of Ramgarh (now Dindori,
Madhya Pradesh). She is remembered for her bravery, military leadership, and defiance against British
rule. May 1857, when news about the rifles using cow and pig fat began to make rounds everywhere[4]. In
the villages started preparing for a rebellion. Queen of dindori decided to send her words through
handwritten notes urging people to pick up arms and fight. Britishers were expecting an easy victory over
them. So the army of British assembled their full force and launched a massive attack on Ramgarh, setting
the town on fire. As such, the queen was forced to move with her family to the forested hills of Devharigarh.
Though the queen Avanti Bai was not the one to give up without a fight. Using guerrilla warfare tactics, she
attacked the camp of British and then, plunging the camp into chaos. But unfortunately, her incredible
fighting spirit was no match for the might of the British military machine in all its brutal strength. Rani
Avantibai led her troops to a village named Kheri, near Mandla. While the British expected an easy victory,
they were shocked to be defeated by Avanti’s army. They had no choice but to back down while she
controlled Mandla from December 1857 to February 1858[5]. The British did not take this slight with grace.
Britishers were so determined to wipe out her rule, they retaliated with brutal force and attacked Ramgarh —
and no amount of passionate patriotism and love for her people could stop them from crushing her army
with military strength. They set the region on fire and Rani Avantibai had no choice but to seek safety in the
hilly forests of Devharigarh. Still, the queen did not give up. By utilising guerrilla warfare techniques, she
infiltrated the General Waddington’s camp and disbanded his forces. Unfortunately, a fighting spirit was not
enough against sheer battle power. Eventually, she found herself trapped by British forces, which had
surrounded Ramgarh. Knowing that her defeat was imminent, she found it better to sacrifice her life than to
be taken at the hands of the enemy.

I11. THE DOCTRINE OF LAPSE

The Doctrine of lapse was a British annexation policy in India, primarily used by the East India Company,
that allowed them to take over princely states if the ruler died without a direct male heir or was deemed unfit
to rule. This policy, implemented by Lord Dalhousie, aimed to expand British control and consolidate their
power in India. . In keeping with their land-grabbing intentions, in 1851, the British declared Ramgarh as a
‘Court of Wards’ and appointed their own administrator for the kingdom in place of Avanti Bai[6]. Avanti
became furious. Angered at this unfair and insulting decision, the furious queen threw the administrator out
and declared war against the British. Avanti Bai’s next step was sending urgent messages to the rulers of
neighboring kingdoms to join hands together with her in the war against British subjugation. In her strongly
worded letters the feisty queen wrote:“If you think you have a duty towards our enslaved motherland, raise
your swords and jump into the war against the British[7]. Otherwise wear these bangles and hide yourself in
houses” Unsurprisingly, Avanti Bai’s appeal succeeded in rousing a wave of revolution in the central part of
India. Neighbouring kings supported her. By 1857, the entire region had joined the armed rebellion the
queen was leading from the front, the fearless Avanti herself raised an army of 4,000 and personally led it
against the British troops. The Revolt of 1857 May 1857, when news about the rifles using cow and pig fat
began to make rounds everywhere. In the villages started preparing for a rebellion. Queen of dindori decided
to send her words through handwritten notes urging people to pick up arms and fight .Britishers were
Expecting an easy victory over them. So the army of British assembled their full force and launched a
massive attack on Ramgarh, setting the town on fire. As such, the queen was forced to move with her family
to the forested hills of Devharigarh. Though the queen Avanti Bai was not the one to give up without a
fight. Using guerrilla warfare tactics, she attacked the camp of British and then, plunging the camp into
chaos[8].

IV. THE LEGACY

After India’s independence, Avantibai has been remembered through performances of kewadantiya and
folklore. One such folk song is of the Gond people, a forest dweller tribe of the region, which says “The
Rani who is our mother, strikes repeatedly at the British. She is the chief of the jungles. She sent letters and
bangles to other (rulers, chieftains) and aligned them to the cause. She vanquished and pushed the Britishers
out, in every street she made them panic, so that they ran away wherever they could find their way.
Whenever she entered the battleground on horseback, she fought bravely and swords and spears ruled the
day. she was our Rani mother” Rani Avantibai’s story did not necessarily make it to mainstream narratives,
it continued to live through local folklore, theatre performances and written across the official documents
and writings that recorded the events of that time[9]. Although little is known of Avantibai except through
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folklore, her story merited a brief inclusion in the National Council of Educational Research and
Training (NCERT) history textbooks from 2012 as a participant in the 1857 rebellion, after parliamentary
protests from the Bharatiya Janata Party[10].

V. CONCLUSION

Rani Avanti Bai Lodhi remains a symbol of courage, resilience, and patriotic fervor in the history of India’s
struggle against British colonial rule. Her leadership during the 1857 uprising, especially in the face of
overwhelming odds, highlights the critical role played by regional rulers and women in the first war of
Indian independence. Despite limited resources and external support, Rani Avanti Bai's unyielding spirit and
commitment to protecting her people and sovereignty demonstrate her profound sense of duty and sacrifice.
Her legacy, though often overshadowed by more prominent national figures, deserves greater recognition in
historical narratives. By examining her life, we not only honor her contribution but also gain insight into the
localized dimensions of resistance that were crucial to India's broader freedom movement. Rani Avanti Bai
Lodhi’s story is a reminder that true leadership lies in the willingness to stand firm for justice, even when
the odds are against you.
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