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Abstract 

    

     This paper examines the theme of environmental migration and its deep effect on identity in Amitav 

Ghosh's The Hungry Tide. Set in the unstable ecosystem of the Sundarbans, the novel grabs the dangerous 

lives of communities constantly threatened by rising sea levels, cyclones, and ecological instability. Against 

this framework, the narrative knots the historical displacement of refugees, illustrated by the Morichjhãpi 

massacre, with contemporary struggles for survival and belonging. Through characters like Piya, Kanai, and 

Fokir, the novel explores how environmental crises force individuals and communities to deliberate their 

relationship with place, memory, and cultural identity. Employing an interdisciplinary approach that draws 

from ecocriticism, postcolonial studies, and climate migration research, this paper investigates the 

intersections of ecological degradation, social marginalization, and political violence. It also digs into the 

symbolic significance of the Sundarbans' tides and mangrove forests as metaphors for human determination  

and fragility. Ultimately, this study situates The Hungry Tide within the broader discourse of climate fiction, 

arguing that Ghosh’s narrative not only highlights the human cost of environmental displacement but also 

advocates for an ethical and inclusive response to the global climate crisis. 

Keywords: Environmental migration, Climate change, Displacement, Ecocriticism,Human-nature interaction, 

Socio-political marginalization, Cultural memory, Ecological instability 

Introduction 

       In an era defined by rising environmental crises, the phenomenon of environmental migration has 

emerged as a emotionalsymbol of humanity's exposure to climinate change and ecological degradation. 

Literature has increasingly clashed with the human dimensions of this crisis, offering subtle narratives that 

explore the interplay between displacement, identity, and environmental upheaval. Amitav Ghosh’s The 

Hungry Tide is a pioneering work in this context, vividly portraying the Sundarbans—a region where the 

boundaries between land and water are in constant flux, mirroring the uncertain existence of its inhabitants.  

Set against the framework of rising seas, cyclones, and a fragile mangrove ecosystem, The Hungry Tide 

knote the personal stories of its characters with broader ecological and historical narratives. Through the 

dilemma of marginalized communities, such as the refugees impacted by the Morichjhãpi massacre, and the 

deeply personal journeys of Piya, Kanai, and Fokir, the novel brightens the complex impacts of 

environmental displacement. These narratives raise urgent questions about belonging, identity, and the socio-

political structures that worsen exposure in the face of environmental instability. 
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      This paper inquiry how The Hungry Tide represents environmental migration as a central theme, 

exploring its ecological, cultural, and political dimensions. Drawing from ecocritical and postcolonial 

frameworks, the study examines the intersections of ecological disruption, historical displacement, and 

human resilience. It also considers the symbolic significance of the Sundarbans' volatile landscape as a site of 

conflict and coexistence between humanity and nature. By situating Ghosh’s novel within the broader 

discourse of climate fiction (cli-fi), this paper seeks to highlight its contribution to understanding the 

complexities of environmental migration and its implications for identity in an increasingly unstable world. 

In doing so, the study emphasizes the relevance of literary narratives in fostering empathy and awareness 

about the human costs of ecological crises, advocating for a more inclusive and sustainable future.  

      "Navigating Tides of Displacement: Environmental Migration and Identity in The Hungry Tide" by 

Amitav Ghosh, would likely focus on examining how the novel explores themes of environmental 

displacement, migration, and the resulting impacts on individual and collective identities. Specifically, the 

study could aim to: 

1.  Investigate how natural disasters and ecological changes, particularly in the Sundarbans, influence 

the forced movement of communities and individuals within the narrative. 

2.  Examine the socio-political, cultural, and environmental factors that drive migration and resettlement 

in the story. 

3. Assess how characters navigate questions of identity, heritage, and belonging when faced with 

displacement and environmental instability. 

4.  Delve into how the novel portrays the interplay between human communities and their ecological 

surroundings, reflecting broader issues of environmental justice and sustainability. 

5.  Discuss Ghosh’s use of storytelling, characterization, and setting to underscore the complexities of 

displacement and environmental change. 

The methodology  

       Close reading of Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide to examine themes of environmental migration, 

displacement, and identity. Specific attention to Narrative structure, Character development ,Setting and its 

symbolic significance. Thematic expedition with Identify repeating motifs, such as ecological disruption, 

human-nature relationships, and socio-political struggles related to migration and displacement. And also 

Study the real-life socio-political and environmental history of the Sundarbans, including displacement 

caused by natural disasters, conservation policies, and colonial legacies. Explore the cultural and social 

dynamics of the region depicted in the novel, including the lived experiences of marginalized communities. 

Use ecocritical theory to analyze the interplay between humans and their environment in the novel. Examine 

how colonial histories and postcolonial conditions contribute to displacement and identity formation in the 

story. Integrate insights from migration and diaspora studies to understand the portrayal of forced migration 

and its effects on identity. Compare the novel’s depiction of environmental migration with documented real-

world cases of displacement in the Sundarbans or similar deltaic regions. Assess how Ghosh's fictional 

portrayal aligns or contrasts with sociological and environmental studies on migration. 

Literature review 

      Amitav Ghosh's The Hungry Tide (2004) has been widely renowned for its subtle portrayal of the 

Sundarbans, a tidal archipelago in India and Bangladesh, and its complex interplay of ecological, cultural, 

and social themes. The novel's intricate narrative knites together personal stories with larger ecological and 

political realities, making it a rich subject for literary analysis.    Ghosh's depiction of the Sundarbans brings 

attention to ecological weakness and human-environment interaction. Scholars like Upamanyu Pablo 

Mukherjee (2010) have analyzed the novel through the lens of eco-criticism, emphasizing its engagement 

with the Anthropocene and environmental justice. The tension between development and conservation, 

personified in the dilemma of the Irrawaddy dolphins and the forest's endangered ecosystem, is a recurring 

theme. 
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       The novel examines into issues of displacement, marginalization, and survival, particularly through the 

lives of the local fishermen, refugees, and settlers. The Morichjhanpi massacre, a historical event involving 

the violent eviction of refugees, is a critical moment in the narrative. Scholars like Anshuman Mondal (2007) 

have discussed how Ghosh uses this incident to critique state power and its disregard for marginalized 

communities.  Ghosh explores themes of identity, belonging, and cultural hybridity. The interactions between 

Piya, an Indian-American cetologist; Kanai, a sophisticated Delhi-based translator; and Fokir, an illiterate 

fisherman, reveal the intersections of language, class, and culture. Critics argue that these relationships 

challenge binaries such as urban/rural and global/local. 

      The blending of myth and history is another hallmark of The Hungry Tide. The legend of Bon Bibi, a 

goddess revered in the Sundarbans, plays a significant role in shaping the moral and spiritual framework of 

the local community. Scholars like Supriya Chaudhuri have noted how Ghosh uses this myth to juxtapose 

scientific rationality with traditional knowledge systems, advocating for their coexistence. 

Analysis of the Study: Navigating Tides of Displacement 

     Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide is a deep exploration of displacement, environmental migration, and 

the fluidity of identity within the threshold space of the Sundarbans. This analysis examines how Ghosh 

elaborately knites the themes of ecological vulnerability, human displacement, and identity negotiation, 

presenting a multidimensional narrative that connects personal struggles and global environmental doubts. 

      The study, "Navigating Tides of Displacement: Environmental Migration and Identity in The Hungry 

Tide", provides a subtle exploration of how Amitav Ghosh’s novel examines the themes of displacement, 

migration, and identity within the socio-environmental context of the Sundarbans. The study effectively 

highlights how The Hungry Tide depicts the Sundarbans as a site of environmental instability, shaped by its 

tidal geography, natural disasters, and human interventions.  The Sundarbans, as depicted in the novel, serves 

as a microcosm of regions globally affected by climate change, emphasizing the uncertainty of those living in 

ecologically fragile zones. The narrative vividly captures the displacement caused by natural disasters and 

government policies, such as the Marichjhapi massacre, reflecting the intersection of environmental and 

political forces. Ghosh situates the Sundarbans as a site of eternal displacement, shaped by natural forces and 

human interventions. The region’s precarious geography—defined by shifting tides, eroding land, and 

frequent cyclones—renders it an emblem of environmental instability. Ghosh contrasts this natural volatility 

with human-induced displacement, particularly the Morichjhanpi massacre, where government policies 

forced the eviction of refugees from the island. 

     The novel underscores the dilemma of environmental refugees, individuals displaced not only by political 

chaos but also by ecological crises. Fokir and his family exemplify those whose lives are inextricably tied to 

the land yet remain vulnerable to its capriciousness. The portrayal of the Morichjhanpi incident critiques the 

state’s disregard for marginalized communities, emphasizing the intersection of ecological degradation and 

systemic oppression. The Sundarbans, as a liminal space, becomes a crucible for the negotiation of identity. 

Ghosh uses the interactions between Piya, Kanai, and Fokir to examine how identities are shaped and 

reshaped in response to cultural, environmental, and social forces. Piya’s character, as an Indian-American 

scientist, embodies a diasporic identity seeking reconnection with her ancestral roots. Her scientific approach 

to the Sundarbans initially contrasts with the intuitive, lived knowledge of Fokir. However, as she navigates 

the tides of the Sundarbans, she begins to appreciate the coexistence of scientific and indigenous worldviews. 

Kanai, a cosmopolitan translator, starts the novel with a sense of intellectual superiority. His encounters with 

Fokir and the realities of the Sundarbans challenge his assumptions, leading to a deeper understanding of 

humility and interconnectedness. Fokir represents the unspoken resilience and knowledge of the 

marginalized. Through his actions and connection to the environment, Ghosh highlights how traditional 

ecological knowledge is often overlooked in favor of dominant narratives. 

      The study examines the socio-political dimensions of migration in the novel, illustrating how 

environmental factors intertwine with historical and cultural legacies of displacement. Ghosh weaves 
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historical events, like the migration of refugees from East Pakistan (now Bangladesh), into the narrative, 

offering insights into postcolonial displacement.  The study underscores the plight of settlers in the 

Sundarbans, whose voices and agency are often suppressed by dominant conservation and political 

narratives. Ghosh intricately intertwines environmental and cultural narratives, illustrating the 

interdependence of humans and their ecological surroundings. The myth of Bon Bibi serves as a cultural 

anchor for the Sundarbans’ inhabitants, symbolizing coexistence and balance in an unpredictable 

environmenThe legend of Bon Bibi transcends religious boundaries, offering a collective cultural identity to 

the Sundarbans’ diverse inhabitants. It contrasts with the individualistic approaches of outsiders like Piya and 

Kanai, emphasizing community resilience. The endangered Irrawaddy dolphins, central to Piya’s research, 

symbolize the delicate balance between conservation and human livelihood. Ghosh uses these dolphins to 

explore how environmental conservation often conflicts with the needs of marginalized communities. 

       The tidal geography of the Sundarbans mirrors the fluidity of identity and survival. The constant 

reshaping of land and water parallels the characters’ struggles to navigate personal and collective identities. 

Ghosh portrays the Sundarbans not as a static backdrop but as an active participant in the lives of its 

inhabitants.The shifting boundaries of the Sundarbans symbolize liminal spaces where identities are 

negotiated and redefined. This fluidity challenges rigid notions of belonging, emphasizing the adaptability 

required for survival. The novel vividly portrays the Sundarbans as a region where ecological precarity, 

driven by tidal geography and climate change, perpetuates cycles of displacement. This narrative mirrors the 

real-world challenges faced by vulnerable populations globally, emphasizing the urgent need for equitable 

and sustainable responses to environmental crises. 

     Ghosh’s depiction of the Sundarbans settlers illuminates the socio-political dimensions of forced 

migration. The plight of marginalized communities, such as the refugees of Marichjhapi, highlights the 

intersection of environmental, political, and historical forces in shaping displacement. These narratives 

resonate with contemporary discussions on environmental justice and human rights.  The novel explores how 

displacement disrupts, but also reshapes, individual and collective identities. Characters navigate questions of 

belonging, heritage, and connection to place, reflecting the resilience of human communities in the face of 

environmental and social upheaval. The Hungry Tide challenges binary views of conservation versus human 

settlement, advocating for a more integrated understanding of human-nature relationships. It underscores the 

ethical imperative to balance ecological preservation with the rights and needs of local communities. The 

analysis delves into the psychological and cultural aspects of displacement, as depicted through the 

characters' struggles to navigate identity and belonging. Characters like Piya and Kanai grapple with their 

connections to the Sundarbans, reflecting on identity in relation to heritage and place. The displaced 

communities' efforts to forge a sense of belonging amid environmental and political adversity highlight the 

resilience of marginalized groups. 

     The study emphasizes how Ghosh portrays the intricate bond between humans and their environment in 

the Sundarbans.  The novel depicts the Sundarbans as a living entity, underscoring the dependence of human 

communities on nature for survival.  The analysis critiques the tensions between conservation policies and 

the rights of local populations, illustrating how environmental protection often marginalizes those most 

affected. The study effectively bridges multiple themes, demonstrating how The Hungry Tide addresses 

broader global concern.By interlinking environmental, political, and social dimensions of displacement, the 

study portrays the Sundarbans as a site of layered crises. The study situates the novel within broader 

discussions of climate migration, making the analysis pertinent to global environmental and socio-political 

issues. The study engages critically with existing scholarship and theoretical frameworks.Highlights the role 

of literature in fostering an ecological consciousness, presenting The Hungry Tide as a critical text in 

ecofiction. Explores the legacies of colonialism in shaping environmental and migration policies, as reflected 

in the novel. sThe study provides a comprehensive and interdisciplinary analysis of The Hungry Tide, 

showcasing Amitav Ghosh’s ability to intertwine environmental, social, and political narratives. It highlights 

the novel’s relevance in understanding the complexities of displacement and identity in an era of climate 

change and global migration, making it a vital contribution to literary and environmental studies. 
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     The study concludes that The Hungry Tide is not merely a fictional account but a poignant commentary 

on the pressing realities of environmental displacement and its impact on identity. By blending literary 

analysis with ecological and socio-political insights, the research highlights the novel’s relevance in 

addressing the challenges of our time, making it an essential text for understanding the human dimensions of 

climate crises and migration. This study calls for further exploration of literature’s role in shaping 

environmental consciousness and guiding policy discussions on migration, justice, and resilience in an era of 

global uncertainty. 

 Conclusion 

     Amitav Ghosh’s The Hungry Tide stands as a compelling literary exploration of the interconnectedness 

between human displacement, environmental migration, and the negotiation of identity. By situating his 

narrative in the Sundarbans—a space marked by ecological precarity and cultural diversity—Ghosh 

highlights the profound impacts of environmental and social upheaval on marginalized communities. The 

novel’s portrayal of displacement reflects a dual reality: the displacement caused by natural forces such as 

rising tides and cyclones, and the human-made displacements driven by political decisions and socio-

economic inequities. Through the characters of Fokir, Piya, and Kanai, Ghosh examines how identities are 

shaped in response to these disruptions. Their interactions reveal a spectrum of perspectives, from local 

resilience and indigenous knowledge to diasporic longing and cosmopolitan detachment, ultimately 

converging in a recognition of shared vulnerability and interdependence. 

    Ghosh also foregrounds the tension between environmental conservation and human survival. The 

endangered Irrawaddy dolphins and the myth of Bon Bibi serve as symbols of coexistence, challenging 

dominant paradigms that often marginalize local communities in the name of progress or preservation. This 

dual focus on environmental and human fragility underscores the need for more inclusive and empathetic 

approaches to ecological crises. In conclusion, The Hungry Tide not only captures the complexities of 

environmental migration and displacement but also offers a vision of identity as fluid, adaptive, and 

relational. Ghosh’s narrative urges readers to reconsider the boundaries between nature and culture, science 

and myth, and individual and community. By doing so, it provides a critical framework for understanding the 

broader implications of climate change, environmental justice, and cultural hybridity in an increasingly 

interconnected world. The novel’s enduring relevance lies in its ability to bridge the personal and the global, 

making it a vital text for engaging with contemporary environmental and social challenges. 
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