
www.ijcrt.org                                                         © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2504923 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org h851 
 

The Impact Of Coalition Government On The 

Indian Political System: An Analysis 

 

Author: Vaibhavi 

B.A Political science (Hons.) 

Amity University Noida 

 

Abstract 

The impact of coalition governments on the Indian political system, focusing on their evolution since the 

1990s. The rise of coalition politics marked a significant shift from single-party dominance to a more 

fragmented and pluralistic governance model. The study examines how coalitions have influenced policy-

making, political stability, federal relations, and democratic representation. While coalition governments 

have enhanced inclusivity and regional representation, they have also led to compromises in governance 

and frequent political realignments. Overall, the analysis highlights the complex role coalition politics play 

in shaping India’s democratic and administrative landscape. 
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INTRODUCTION 

A coalition government in India emerges when multiple political parties come together to form a ruling 

alliance, often due to the absence of a clear majority by a single party in elections. This system has 

significantly shaped India’s political landscape, particularly since the 1989 general elections, leading to an 

era of coalition politics at the national level. 

The impact of coalition governments on the Indian political system is multifaceted. While they promote 

inclusivity and representation of diverse political ideologies, they also introduce challenges such as 

instability, policy compromises, and power struggles among alliance partners. Over the years, coalition 

politics has influenced governance efficiency, decision-making processes, and federal dynamics, sometimes 

leading to more balanced policymaking but also causing political fragmentation. 

This analysis explores the historical evolution of coalition governments in India, their effects on governance, 

economic policies, federal relations, and democratic stability. It also examines the strengths and weaknesses 

of coalition politics and its role in shaping the future of India’s democratic system. 
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Methodology 

This study will adopt a qualitative research methodology to analyse the impact of coalition governments on 

the Indian political system. Primary data will be collected through a comprehensive review of official 

government reports, parliamentary proceedings, and policy documents to understand decision-making 

processes and governance challenges in coalition regimes. 

Additionally, secondary data from scholarly articles, research papers, books, and credible media sources 

will be analysed to gather diverse perspectives on the subject. 

The study will also incorporate case studies of major coalition governments in India, to provide in-depth 

insights into their governance patterns. 

 

BACKGROUND  

India follows a parliamentary democracy, where the government is formed by the party or coalition securing 

a majority in the Lok Sabha (House of the People). For the first four decades after independence (1947-

1989), the Indian National Congress (INC) dominated national politics, largely forming single-party 

governments. However, by the late 1980s, political fragmentation and the rise of regional parties led to the 

emergence of coalition governments, where multiple parties formed alliances to achieve a majority. 

The coalition era in India began prominently with the 1989 general elections, which saw the end of 

Congress’s dominance and the rise of coalition politics. Since then, India has witnessed both unstable 

coalitions (such as the governments in the 1990s, which saw frequent collapses) and successful coalition 

rule (such as the NDA under Atal Bihari Vajpayee and the UPA under Manmohan Singh). 

Coalition governments have significantly impacted policy-making, governance, federalism, and political 

stability in India. While they promote inclusivity and representation of diverse political ideologies, they also 

pose challenges such as instability, policy compromises, and power struggles among alliance partners. The 

evolution of coalition politics has shaped India’s multi-party democracy, making it a crucial area of analysis 

in the country’s political system 

 

Major Coalition Governments in India 

Coalition governments in India have played a crucial role in shaping the country’s political landscape, 

emerging as a response to the decline of single-party dominance. Since 1989, coalition politics has 

influenced governance, policymaking, and national stability by bringing together multiple parties with 

diverse ideologies. Some of the most significant coalition governments include the National Front (1989-

1991), United Front (1996-1998), National Democratic Alliance (NDA) (1998-present), and United 

Progressive Alliance (UPA) (2004-2014). Each of these coalitions has had a distinct impact on India’s 

governance and political evolution. 

 

1. National Front Government (1989-1991) 

The National Front (NF) coalition, led by Vishwanath Pratap Singh, was the first major non-Congress 

coalition government at the center. It was formed with the support of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) and 

the Left Front. This government was significant because it implemented the Mandal Commission Report, 

which granted 27% reservation to Other Backward Classes (OBCs) in government jobs and education. The 

move led to mass protests and student agitations, marking a turning point in Indian politics by intensifying 

caste-based electoral mobilization. 
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However, the National Front faced serious challenges due to internal conflicts and lack of cohesion among 

alliance partners. The Ram Janmabhoomi movement, led by BJP, created tensions, and when the government 

failed to support the BJP’s Hindutva agenda, the party withdrew its support. This led to the fall of the 

government in 1990, highlighting the instability of early coalition experiments. The short-lived tenure of 

the National Front demonstrated the fragility of coalition politics when ideological differences are not well-

managed. 

 

2. United Front Governments (1996-1998) 

The United Front (UF) coalition was a collection of regional and Left parties that formed the government 

in 1996 after the BJP failed to secure a majority. The first UF government was led by H.D. Deve Gowda 

(1996-1997) and later by I.K. Gujral (1997-1998), with Congress providing outside support. 

These governments were notable for emphasizing federalism and regional representation, as most alliance 

partners were strong regional parties like DMK, TDP, and SP. The United Front promoted policies benefiting 

regional development, decentralization, and state-specific issues. However, both governments collapsed due 

to a lack of consensus and instability. Congress withdrew support in 1998, leading to midterm elections. 

The failure of the United Front governments highlighted the difficulty of managing a coalition without a 

strong national party at the core. 

 

3. National Democratic Alliance (NDA) Governments (1998-Present) 

The NDA, led by the BJP, marked India’s first stable coalition government. Under Atal Bihari Vajpayee 

(1998-2004), the NDA successfully managed alliances with parties like Shiv Sena, Akali Dal, and TDP, 

ensuring a full five-year term from 1999 to 2004. The government was known for: 

Conducting nuclear tests in 1998, which established India as a nuclear power. 

Implementing economic liberalization and infrastructure projects, such as the Golden Quadrilateral highway 

network. 

Strengthening foreign relations, particularly with the USA and Pakistan, through initiatives like the Lahore 

Summit (1999). 

Despite its achievements, the NDA lost the 2004 elections due to rural distress and economic concerns, 

leading to the rise of the UPA coalition. However, NDA made a strong comeback in 2014 and 2019, with 

BJP winning absolute majorities, reducing its reliance on allies. Yet, NDA alliances remain crucial in states 

where BJP lacks dominance, proving that coalition politics is still relevant. 

 

4. United Progressive Alliance (UPA) Governments (2004-2014) 

The UPA, led by Congress and headed by Manmohan Singh, governed India for two consecutive terms. 

UPA-I (2004-2009) was relatively stable, with strong support from the Left parties, DMK, NCP, and RJD. 

It introduced key welfare schemes such as: 

Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) 

Right to Information (RTI) Act 

National Rural Health Mission (NRHM) 

However, UPA-II (2009-2014) faced significant challenges due to: 
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Corruption scandals, including 2G Spectrum Scam and Commonwealth Games Scam. 

Policy paralysis caused by internal conflicts among allies. 

The withdrawal of Left support in 2008 over the Indo-US nuclear deal, highlighting coalition instability. 

By 2014, voter dissatisfaction with corruption and governance failures led to the UPA’s defeat, paving the 

way for BJP’s dominance. 

 

5. The Post-2014 Era and the Role of Coalitions 

After 2014, the BJP secured absolute majorities, reducing the immediate need for coalition partners. 

However, alliances remain essential in states, where BJP partners with JD(U), AIADMK, and Shiv Sena 

(until 2019). Similarly, opposition parties have formed the INDIA bloc (2023-2024) to challenge BJP’s 

dominance. While voters have shifted towards single-party rule at the national level, coalition politics 

continues to thrive in state elections, ensuring regional representation and diverse governance. 

 

Role of Regional Parties in Coalition Governments in India 

Regional parties have played a pivotal role in shaping India’s coalition governments, particularly since the 

decline of single-party dominance in the late 1980s. These parties represent the aspirations of specific states, 

linguistic groups, and communities, ensuring a more inclusive political landscape. Their influence in 

coalition governments has significantly impacted policy-making, governance, and the balance of power at 

the national level. 

Regional parties such as the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (DMK), All India Trinamool Congress (AITC), 

Telugu Desam Party (TDP), Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP), and Samajwadi Party (SP) have often held the key 

to government formation by providing crucial support to national alliances like the United Progressive 

Alliance (UPA) and National Democratic Alliance (NDA). Their participation has led to a greater focus on 

state-specific demands, such as special economic packages, infrastructure projects, and reservations for 

specific communities. For instance, the DMK and AIADMK have consistently influenced central policies 

related to Tamil Nadu, while the Shiv Sena has shaped policies favoring Maharashtra. 

However, the increasing role of regional parties has also contributed to political instability and governance 

challenges. Many coalition governments, such as the United Front (1996-1998) and UPA-II (2009-2014), 

struggled due to internal conflicts and withdrawal of support by regional allies, leading to policy paralysis. 

Additionally, coalition politics has given rise to opportunistic alliances, where regional parties shift 

allegiances for political gains, as seen in Nitish Kumar’s frequent switches between NDA and opposition 

coalitions in Bihar. 

Despite these challenges, the rise of regional parties has strengthened India’s federal structure, ensuring that 

national policies reflect regional diversity and state-level priorities. Even in the post-2014 era, where the 

BJP has secured majorities, regional parties continue to play a crucial role in state politics and opposition 

coalitions, keeping coalition dynamics relevant in Indian democracy. 

 

Impact of Coalition Government on the Indian Political System 

Coalition governments have had a profound influence on India’s political stability, governance efficiency, 

federal structure, and policy-making processes. While they have strengthened democracy and regional 

representation, they have also led to instability, policy compromises, and power struggles. The impact of 

coalition politics can be analyzed across multiple dimensions: 
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1. Political Stability and Governance 

Frequent Government Collapses (1989-1999): In the early years of coalition politics, India experienced 

political instability with multiple governments collapsing before completing their full terms. For instance, 

the V.P. Singh (1989-1990), Chandra Shekhar (1990-1991), and United Front (1996-1998) governments 

were short-lived due to internal conflicts and withdrawal of support by alliance partners. 

Stability Achieved Later (1999-2014): The successful completion of full five-year terms by the NDA (1999-

2004) under Vajpayee and UPA (2004-2014) under Manmohan Singh demonstrated that coalition 

governments could function effectively with structured agreements and strong leadership. 

Impact: While early coalition governments were unstable, later coalitions provided governance continuity. 

However, coalition politics often leads to slow decision-making due to constant negotiations between allies. 

 

2. Policy-Making and Reforms 

Consensus-Based Governance: Coalition governments require partners to agree on policies, which can delay 

important decisions but also ensure broader acceptance of policies. For example, the UPA government 

(2004-2014) passed significant welfare policies like MGNREGA and the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 

reflecting diverse political inputs. 

Policy Paralysis (UPA-II, 2009-2014): The presence of multiple coalition partners can lead to policy 

deadlocks. During UPA-II, internal disagreements, particularly with allies like DMK and Trinamool 

Congress, weakened the government’s ability to implement reforms, leading to economic slowdowns and 

governance inefficiency. 

Stable Policy Implementation (NDA 1999-2004): Under Vajpayee, coalition partners were successfully 

managed, allowing for economic reforms, infrastructure projects like the Golden Quadrilateral, and the 

strengthening of India’s nuclear policy. 

Impact: Coalition politics ensures broad-based policies but can also slow down economic and administrative 

reforms due to conflicting interests among alliance partners. 

 

3. Strengthening Federalism and Regional Representation 

Rise of Regional Parties: Coalition politics has empowered regional parties like the DMK, AIADMK, TMC, 

BSP, SP, and Shiv Sena, giving them greater influence in national decision-making. 

Greater Focus on Regional Interests: Coalition governments must address regional concerns to secure the 

support of alliance partners. For example, the UPA government included regional demands in policy 

decisions, such as special economic packages for Bihar and Telangana. 

State-Centered Politics: While coalition governments have strengthened federalism, they have also led to 

regional parties gaining disproportionate influence, sometimes resulting in political blackmailing and 

instability. 

Impact: Coalition politics has strengthened India’s federal structure by increasing regional participation in 

governance, but it has also led to political fragmentation and conflicts between the central and state 

governments. 
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4. Rise of Opportunistic Politics and Horse-Trading 

Frequent Alliance Shifts: Coalition politics has encouraged opportunistic alliances, where parties change 

sides based on political convenience rather than ideology. Examples include the Left withdrawing support 

from UPA-I in 2008 over the Indo-US nuclear deal and Nitish Kumar shifting between NDA and opposition 

alliances in Bihar. 

Horse-Trading and Political Instability: Coalition governments have witnessed frequent instances of MLAs 

and MPs switching parties due to power struggles. For example, the fall of the Karnataka coalition 

government in 2019 occurred due to defections. 

Weak Leadership Challenges: Coalition politics often leads to compromise candidates becoming Prime 

Ministers, as seen in the selection of I.K. Gujral and H.D. Deve Gowda during the United Front era. 

Impact: While coalition governments allow for political diversity, they have also promoted unethical 

political practices, weakening democratic accountability. 

 

5. Impact on Economic Policies and Growth 

Economic Reforms and Coalition Politics: The 1991 liberalization reforms were introduced by P.V. 

Narasimha Rao’s minority Congress government, which had to negotiate with multiple opposition parties 

for support. Similarly, the Vajpayee government (1999-2004) successfully implemented disinvestment 

policies despite coalition constraints. 

Economic Uncertainty and Investor Confidence: Weak coalition governments have led to economic 

instability due to frequent policy shifts. For instance, UPA-II faced slow economic growth due to internal 

conflicts and corruption scandals. 

Stable Coalitions Boost Growth: In contrast, when coalition governments are stable, they can implement 

strong economic policies, as seen in the growth-oriented policies of the Vajpayee (1999-2004) and Singh 

(2004-2014) governments. 

Impact: Coalition politics can slow down economic decision-making, but stable coalitions have successfully 

implemented economic reforms and growth-oriented policies. 

 

6. Evolution of Coalition Politics in the Post-2014 Era 

BJP’s Return to Majority Rule: The 2014 and 2019 elections marked a shift towards single-party dominance, 

as the BJP secured absolute majorities under Narendra Modi while continuing to lead the NDA coalition. 

Coalitions Still Relevant at the State Level: While national politics has seen a decline in coalitions, state 

governments remain heavily dependent on coalition arrangements, such as the Shiv Sena-NCP-Congress 

alliance in Maharashtra (2019-2022) and the AAP-Congress tie-ups in various states. 

Emerging Opposition Coalitions: With the BJP’s dominance, opposition parties have been attempting to 

form broad anti-BJP alliances, such as the INDIA bloc (2023-2024), to challenge the ruling party in 

elections. 

Impact: While national coalition politics has declined, it continues to play a crucial role at the state level 

and in opposition alliances, influencing governance and policy direction. 
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Key Reforms Introduced by Coalition Governments 

 

1. P. V. Narasimha Rao Government (1991-1996) – The Beginning of Economic Liberalization 

Introduced Liberalization, Privatization, and Globalization (LPG) reforms, dismantling the licence-permit 

raj and reducing bureaucratic red tape. 

Opened India’s economy to foreign direct investment (FDI) and private sector participation. 

India became a member of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) in 1995, integrating with the global 

economy. 

Initiated banking sector reforms and capital market modernization, paving the way for financial growth. 

Despite economic progress, the government faced political instability, leading to multiple leadership 

changes. 

 

2. Deve Gowda Government (June 1996-April 1997) – Strengthening Fiscal Policies 

The Dream Budget by Finance Minister P. Chidambaram lowered tax rates and improved the investment 

climate. 

Focused on revenue mobilization, reducing fiscal deficit, and economic transparency. 

Coalition instability resulted in an early collapse of the government before long-term reforms could take 

effect. 

 

3. Atal Bihari Vajpayee Government (March 1998-May 2004) – Infrastructure and IT Reforms 

Introduced the Fiscal Responsibility and Budget Management (FRBM) Act to reduce government debt and 

maintain fiscal discipline. 

Launched massive disinvestment in loss-making public sector undertakings (PSUs) to enhance efficiency 

and privatization. 

Spearheaded key infrastructure projects, including: 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana (PMGSY) to improve rural road connectivity. 

National Highways Development Project (NHDP), including the Golden Quadrilateral. 

Passed the Information Technology Act, 2000, which laid the foundation for India’s IT and e-commerce 

boom. 

Conducted India’s second nuclear test (Pokhran-II), establishing India as a nuclear power. 

 

4. Manmohan Singh Government (2004-2014) – Social Welfare and Economic Deregulation 

Introduced rights-based reforms, including: 

Right to Education Act (2009), making education a fundamental right. 

Right to Information Act (2005), increasing transparency in governance. 

National Food Security Act (2013), ensuring subsidized food for the poor. 
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Mahatma Gandhi National Rural Employment Guarantee Act (MGNREGA) (2005), guaranteeing rural 

employment. 

Initiated fuel price deregulation, reducing the government’s subsidy burden. 

Introduced Direct Benefit Transfers (DBT), ensuring subsidies reached beneficiaries directly. 

Laid the groundwork for Aadhaar and pushed for Goods and Services Tax (GST), though GST was 

implemented later in 2017 under a different government. 

The government faced policy paralysis due to coalition pressures, particularly from regional parties like 

DMK and TMC, slowing economic decision-making. 

Additional Contributions of Coalition Governments to India’s Political and Economic Landscape 

Strengthening Federalism: Coalition politics gave regional parties a greater say in national decision-making, 

ensuring more inclusive governance. 

Electoral Reforms: Strengthened the Anti-Defection Law, reducing party-hopping and instability in coalition 

setups. 

Decentralization of Power: Coalition governments promoted greater autonomy for states, particularly in 

economic policymaking and governance. 

Challenges of Governance: While reforms were introduced, coalition governments often faced governance 

roadblocks, as seen in UPA-II (2009-2014), which struggled with policy implementation due to internal 

disagreements. 

 

Impact of Coalition Government on Legislative Processes in India 

Coalition governments have had a significant impact on legislative processes in India, affecting the passing 

of laws, parliamentary debates, and policy-making efficiency. While coalition rule has ensured broader 

political representation in legislative decisions, it has also led to delays, frequent disruptions, and difficulties 

in passing crucial reforms due to conflicting interests among alliance partners. 

One of the positive aspects of coalition governments is that they encourage consensus-driven law-making. 

Since multiple parties with diverse ideologies are part of the ruling alliance, legislative policies are debated 

extensively, leading to wider inclusivity and representation of regional and sectoral interests. For instance, 

during the UPA-I government (2004-2009), coalition pressures led to the introduction of landmark welfare 

legislations like MGNREGA (employment guarantee scheme) and the Right to Information (RTI) Act, 

reflecting the influence of regional and left-wing parties. 

However, coalition politics also leads to legislative deadlocks and policy paralysis due to disagreements 

among alliance partners. When coalition governments lack a strong majority, passing crucial bills becomes 

difficult. For example, during UPA-II (2009-2014), the government faced resistance from its own allies 

(such as Trinamool Congress and DMK), leading to delays in economic reforms, including the 

implementation of the Goods and Services Tax (GST). Similarly, in the United Front government (1996-

1998), internal conflicts led to an unstable legislative environment, limiting major policy decisions. 

Another challenge is the increased bargaining power of smaller parties, which often results in political 

blackmailing and compromise in legislative priorities. Regional parties in coalition governments tend to 

prioritize state-specific demands over national issues, sometimes obstructing key national reforms. 

Additionally, frequent disruptions in Parliament, withdrawal of support, and shifting alliances further 

weaken legislative productivity. 
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Despite these challenges, coalition governments have strengthened parliamentary democracy by ensuring 

that legislative processes are not dominated by a single party but instead involve multiple perspectives. 

However, for coalition governments to function efficiently, there must be strong leadership, structured 

agreements among allies, and a commitment to cooperative governance, ensuring that legislative processes 

are smooth and policy-driven rather than politically obstructed. 

 

Voter Behaviour in Coalition Politics 

Voter behaviour in India has been significantly influenced by coalition politics, as electoral trends have 

shifted from single-party dominance to multi-party alliances. The rise of coalition governments has led 

voters to make decisions based on regional aspirations, caste dynamics, economic policies, and governance 

performance rather than national party ideology alone. 

One of the key aspects of voter behaviour in coalition politics is the increased preference for regional parties. 

Since coalition governments rely on alliances, voters often support regional parties that represent their local 

interests, knowing that these parties will play a crucial role in national governance. For example, states like 

Tamil Nadu (DMK, AIADMK), West Bengal (TMC), and Uttar Pradesh (SP, BSP) have witnessed strong 

regional party support due to their localized agendas and promises of special economic and social policies. 

Additionally, tactical voting has become common, where voters choose parties based on alliances and 

strategic calculations rather than pure ideological loyalty. For instance, in coalition-era elections, voters may 

favor a regional party that is aligned with their preferred national coalition (NDA or UPA). This was evident 

in Bihar and Maharashtra, where voters have often shifted between NDA and opposition alliances based on 

changing coalition dynamics. 

However, coalition politics has also led to fragmentation of votes, where multiple parties contesting together 

sometimes confuse voters, leading to splitting of mandates and hung parliaments. In such scenarios, post-

election coalitions become necessary, further shaping voter expectations. 

 

Understanding Coalition Politics in India 

Coalition politics refers to a system of governance where multiple political parties join hands to form a 

government when no single party wins a clear majority. In India, coalition politics emerged prominently 

after 1989, marking the end of the Congress-dominated era and the rise of alliances such as the National 

Front, United Front, NDA, and UPA. 

Coalition politics has resulted in power-sharing arrangements, where national parties depend on regional 

allies to sustain governance. This has strengthened democratic representation by including diverse political 

voices but has also led to instability and policy compromises. For instance, during the United Front 

government (1996-1998), multiple coalition partners led to internal conflicts, causing frequent leadership 

changes. In contrast, the NDA (1999-2004) under Atal Bihari Vajpayee managed coalition partners 

effectively, ensuring a stable government. 

While coalition politics has enabled regional empowerment, federalism, and broader governance, it has also 

led to challenges like political bargaining, shifting alliances, and governance inefficiency. The success of 

coalition governments depends on strong leadership, structured negotiations, and the ability to maintain 

unity among diverse political partners. 
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Merits and Demerits of Coalition Government in the Indian Political System 

 

Merits of Coalition Government 

Inclusivity and Representation – Coalition governments ensure broader representation by including 

multiple regional and national parties, giving voice to diverse communities and interests. This strengthens 

federalism and democratic participation. 

Checks and Balances – Unlike single-party dominance, coalition governments prevent authoritarianism by 

requiring consensus in decision-making. This ensures that policies undergo scrutiny and debate before 

implementation. 

Policy Continuity and Stability – Large coalitions often lead to stable governments, as seen in the NDA 

(1999-2004) and UPA (2004-2014), which successfully completed their full terms and implemented 

significant economic and welfare reforms. 

Decentralization of Power – Coalition politics strengthens state-level leadership by giving regional parties 

a greater role in governance, thus promoting federalism and reducing excessive centralization of power. 

Consensus-Based Decision Making – Since coalition governments require negotiations among allies, 

policies tend to be more balanced and inclusive, accommodating the interests of different sections of society. 

 

Demerits of Coalition Government 

 

Political Instability – Coalition governments are often unstable due to internal disagreements among 

alliance partners. Examples include the United Front Government (1996-1998) and Janata Party 

Government (1977-1980), which collapsed due to internal conflicts and withdrawal of support by allies. 

Policy Paralysis – Differences among coalition partners can delay decision-making, leading to governance 

inefficiencies. The UPA-II government (2009-2014) struggled with policy paralysis due to disagreements 

among allies on economic and administrative reforms. 

Compromise in Governance – Coalition governments often prioritize political survival over effective 

governance, leading to frequent appeasement policies, inefficient cabinet allocations, and compromises on 

key issues. 

Opportunistic Alliances – Many coalitions are formed out of political convenience rather than shared 

ideology. For example, the Maharashtra Vikas Aghadi (MVA) government (2019-2022) collapsed due to 

internal ideological differences between the Shiv Sena, NCP, and Congress, leading to instability. 

Influence of Smaller Parties – Regional parties in coalitions sometimes exert disproportionate influence, 

demanding special concessions or blocking key policies. For instance, the DMK’s influence in UPA-I led 

to delays in certain policy decisions, and the TMC’s withdrawal from UPA-II (2012) weakened the 

government. 

Frequent Elections and Governance Disruptions – When coalition governments collapse, it often leads 

to mid-term elections, causing financial and administrative burdens. This was evident in 1998 and 1999, 

when successive governments fell, leading to early elections. 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                         © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2504923 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org h861 
 

Challenges and Limitations of Coalition Government in India 

 

Coalition governments, while promoting inclusivity, federalism, and regional representation, face several 

challenges and limitations that impact political stability, governance efficiency, and policy-making in India. 

These challenges stem from the need to balance multiple party interests, leading to frequent instability, 

compromises, and governance inefficiencies. 

 

1. Political Instability and Uncertain Tenure 

One of the biggest challenges of coalition governments is their inherent instability. Since no single party has 

a clear majority, governments depend on the support of multiple alliance partners, which can lead to frequent 

threats of withdrawal. Several coalition governments in India, such as the United Front government (1996-

1998) and the National Front government (1989-1990), collapsed due to disagreements among allies. Even 

stable coalition governments, such as UPA-II (2009-2014), faced continuous internal conflicts, leading to 

governance disruptions and policy stagnation. 

2. Policy Paralysis and Delayed Decision-Making 

Coalition governments often struggle with slow and inefficient decision-making because of conflicting 

interests among alliance partners. Important economic and social reforms are frequently delayed due to a 

lack of consensus. For example, the implementation of Goods and Services Tax (GST) was repeatedly 

stalled due to resistance from coalition partners in different governments. Similarly, economic liberalization 

policies faced hurdles in the 1990s, as coalition partners had differing views on reforms. 

3. Compromise Politics and Political Bargaining 

Smaller regional parties in a coalition government wield disproportionate influence, often engaging in 

political bargaining to secure ministerial positions, financial aid, or special packages for their states. This 

has led to compromise politics, where major national parties prioritize short-term political gains over long-

term policy reforms. The withdrawal of Trinamool Congress (TMC) from UPA-II in 2012 due to 

disagreements over fuel price hikes is an example of alliance partners obstructing policy decisions. 

4. Frequent Alliances Shifts and Horse-Trading 

In coalition politics, parties frequently switch alliances based on electoral advantages, leading to 

unpredictability and governance challenges. The political realignments in Bihar and Maharashtra show how 

coalition dynamics often change after elections, affecting government stability. In some cases, coalition 

governments have led to horse-trading, where legislators are influenced by political or financial incentives 

to switch sides, weakening democratic ethics. 

5. Weakened Leadership and Governance Inefficiency 

In coalition governments, the Prime Minister or Chief Minister often has limited authority as they must 

balance the demands of multiple alliance partners. This weakens leadership and reduces accountability, as 

leaders must continuously negotiate and make concessions to keep the coalition intact. This was evident 

during the Vajpayee-led NDA government (1999-2004) and Manmohan Singh-led UPA-II (2009-2014), 

where key decisions were often delayed or diluted due to coalition pressures. 

6. Impact on Legislative Functioning 

Coalition governments can disrupt legislative processes, as the ruling party needs to constantly negotiate 

with allies to pass bills. If disagreements arise, important laws may get blocked or watered down. The 

Women’s Reservation Bill faced delays for years due to coalition politics, and several economic reforms 
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were postponed due to opposition from smaller parties. Frequent parliamentary disruptions, as seen in the 

UPA and NDA eras, further reduce legislative productivity. 

 

Future of Coalition Politics in India 

The future of coalition politics in India will be shaped by electoral trends, regional party influence, 

governance models, and voter expectations. While coalition governments have historically played a key role 

in India’s democracy, their relevance will depend on political realignments, policy priorities, and the ability 

to maintain stable alliances. 

 

1. The Shift Towards Majority Governments 

Since 2014, India has seen a shift away from coalition politics at the national level, with the BJP securing a 

majority in two consecutive elections (2014 and 2019). 

The decline of Congress and the rise of a strong central leadership under Narendra Modi have changed the 

traditional coalition landscape. 

However, state-level coalition politics remains dominant, with regional parties continuing to play a crucial 

role. 

2. Regional Parties Will Continue to Influence Coalition Politics 

Despite the dominance of national parties like the BJP, regional parties remain powerful in states such as 

West Bengal (TMC), Tamil Nadu (DMK, AIADMK), Maharashtra (Shiv Sena, NCP), and Uttar Pradesh 

(SP, BSP). 

Future coalition governments, if necessary, will depend on strategic alliances with regional parties, making 

them key power brokers in national politics. 

Post-2024 elections will determine whether coalition politics will return at the national level or remain 

limited to states. 

3. The Role of Ideological Alliances vs. Opportunistic Coalitions 

Future coalitions will need to be more ideologically aligned to ensure stability. 

Earlier coalitions, such as the United Front (1996-1998) and UPA-II (2009-2014), collapsed due to 

ideological conflicts. 

If coalition politics returns, parties will need to move beyond short-term electoral gains and focus on 

governance-driven alliances. 

4. Challenges in Policy Implementation and Governance 

Coalition governments will continue to face policy paralysis if alliance partners have conflicting interests. 

The NDA (1999-2004) and UPA-I (2004-2009) were successful examples of stable coalitions that managed 

to pass major reforms. 

Future coalitions will have to find a balance between policy implementation and alliance management to 

avoid governance deadlocks. 
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5. The Possibility of a Post-2024 Coalition Government 

If no single party secures a majority in 2024 or future elections, coalition politics may return at the national 

level. 

The formation of opposition alliances like INDIA (Indian National Developmental Inclusive Alliance) 

shows an effort to revive coalition politics against dominant national parties. 

However, the success of such alliances will depend on their ability to present a united front, avoid internal 

conflicts, and offer a strong governance agenda. 

 

Case Studies 

Case I:        The United Front Government (1996-1998) was a coalition of regional and left-leaning parties 

with external support from the Congress party. However, due to the absence of a strong national party, it 

faced leadership crises, resulting in two Prime Ministers—H.D. Deve Gowda and I.K. Gujral—within two 

years. The Congress withdrew support in 1998, leading to early elections and highlighting the instability of 

weak coalitions. In contrast, the National Democratic Alliance (NDA) under Atal Bihari Vajpayee (1999-

2004) marked the first stable multi-party government, implementing key economic reforms and 

infrastructure projects such as the Golden Quadrilateral. Despite its stability, communal tensions, 

particularly the 2002 Gujarat riots, and rural distress led to its electoral defeat in 2004. The United 

Progressive Alliance (UPA) led by Manmohan Singh (2004-2014) showcased both the strengths and 

weaknesses of coalition politics. UPA-I (2004-2009) successfully introduced welfare schemes like 

MGNREGA and the Indo-US Nuclear Deal, while UPA-II (2009-2014) faced governance challenges, 

including policy paralysis and corruption scandals such as the 2G Spectrum Scam, leading to public 

dissatisfaction and electoral loss in 2014. At the state level, the Maharashtra coalition (Maha Vikas Aghadi, 

2019-2022), formed by Shiv Sena, NCP, and Congress, collapsed due to internal conflicts and the rebellion 

of Eknath Shinde, allowing BJP to return to power. Similarly, in Bihar (2020-Present), Nitish Kumar’s 

JD(U) initially allied with the BJP but later switched to RJD’s Mahagathbandhan, reflecting opportunistic 

coalition politics. These case studies highlight that while coalition governments promote inclusivity and 

federalism, they also bring challenges such as instability, governance inefficiencies, and shifting alliances 

based on political convenience. 

 

Case II: The Janata Party government (1977-1980) was a landmark moment in Indian politics as it 

marked the first time a non-Congress government came to power at the national level. Formed in response 

to public outrage against the Emergency (1975-1977) imposed by Indira Gandhi, the Janata Party was an 

alliance of ideologically diverse opposition groups, including the Bharatiya Lok Dal, Congress (O), Socialist 

Party, and Bharatiya Jana Sangh. Their primary goal was to restore democracy, repeal authoritarian laws, 

and hold those responsible for Emergency excesses accountable. The government, led by Morarji Desai, 

undertook significant democratic reforms, abolished draconian laws, restored press freedom, and launched 

the Shah Commission to investigate human rights violations during the Emergency. However, despite its 

historic victory, the coalition was riddled with internal conflicts and leadership struggles. Ideological 

differences emerged, particularly between the socialist factions and the Bharatiya Jana Sangh over the role 

of the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS) in governance. Power struggles intensified between Desai and 

Charan Singh, leading to the withdrawal of support from key allies. The government collapsed in 1979 when 

Desai resigned, and Charan Singh briefly became Prime Minister with Congress support, only for Indira 

Gandhi to regain power in the 1980 elections. The Janata Party’s failure highlighted the fragility of coalition 

governments without a strong unifying ideology, setting a precedent for future coalition politics in India. 
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Conclusion 

The impact of coalition governments on the Indian political system has been profound, shaping the country’s 

governance, electoral dynamics, and legislative processes. While coalition politics has enhanced democratic 

representation and strengthened federalism, it has also led to challenges such as political instability, policy 

paralysis, and opportunistic alliances. Over the years, coalition governments have played a key role in 

balancing regional aspirations with national interests, ensuring that smaller parties and diverse communities 

have a voice in decision-making. 

However, the effectiveness of coalition governments depends largely on stable leadership, ideological 

coherence, and strategic alliance management. Successful coalitions, such as NDA (1999-2004) and UPA-I 

(2004-2009), demonstrated that governance can be efficient if partners work towards common policy goals. 

In contrast, fragile coalitions like the United Front (1996-1998) and UPA-II (2009-2014) struggled due to 

internal conflicts, policy gridlocks, and frequent withdrawals of support. The role of regional parties in 

coalition politics has grown significantly, making them key power brokers, but also contributing to political 

bargaining and governance challenges. 

While India has seen a shift towards single-party dominance at the national level since 2014, coalition 

politics remains highly relevant in state governments and could make a comeback at the national level if 

electoral mandates become fragmented. The future of coalition governments will depend on their ability to 

maintain stability, ensure policy continuity, and prioritize national development over short-term political 

gains. Ultimately, coalition politics, despite its complexities, remains an integral part of India’s democratic 

framework, reflecting the country’s diverse political and social landscape. 
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