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Abstract

The concept of One Nation, One Election (ONOE), which advocates for simultaneous elections to the Lok
Sabha and State Legislative Assemblies, has re-emerged as a major political discourse in India between
2019 and 2023. This research examines how social media platforms—specifically Twitter, Facebook,
WhatsApp, and YouTube— have influenced public perception, political narratives, and electoral outcomes
related to ONOE. Through a mixedmethods approach involving content analysis, sentiment analysis, case
studies, and surveys, the study explores the digital dissemination of both support and opposition to ONOE,
highlighting the role of misinformation, propaganda, and political engagement in shaping voter opinion.
It delves into how different political parties have framed the ONOE narrative and how public sentiment
has evolved in response to these narratives. The research also assesses constitutional and logistical
challenges to implementation and offers comparative insights from countries like the USA, Germany,
Indonesia, and South Africa that have experimented with synchronized elections. Ultimately, the study
provides a data-driven understanding of the intersection between digital media and electoral reform

debates in India, offering policy insights for democratic governance and future electoral planning.
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Introduction

The concept of One Nation, One Election (ONOE) proposes conducting simultaneous elections for the
Lok Sabha and State Assemblies to enhance governance efficiency, reduce electoral costs, and minimize
policy disruptions. While the idea has existed for decades, it has gained significant momentum between

2019 and 2023, largely fueled by political discourse on social media.

Social media platforms such as Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and WhatsApp have become major arenas
where political parties, policymakers, media outlets, and the public engage in debates about ONOE. These
platforms influence public perception by amplifying political narratives, spreading misinformation, and
shaping voter behavior. Political leaders and parties use digital tools to mobilize support or opposition,

often through targeted campaigns, hashtags, live debates, and video content.

This research aims to analyze how social media has shaped public perception of ONOE, exploring key
themes such as political narratives, misinformation trends, and electoral outcomes. By studying online
discourse, this study provides insights into how digital democracy, social media-driven political

engagement, and electoral decision-making have evolved in India.

Background
The ONOE concept dates back to India’s early electoral history, when simultaneous elections were held

from 1951 to 1967. However, due to political instability, coalition governments, and constitutional
amendments, the election cycle became fragmented, leading to frequent elections across different states

and the centre.

Key Developments in ONOE Discourse (2019-2023):
«  Government Push for ONOE — The idea was prominently discussed in 2019 and 2023, with

government committees and reports emphasizing its feasibility and benefits.

- Political Party Reactions — The ruling party strongly advocated ONOE as a means of governance

stability, while opposition parties criticized it as a potential threat to federalism and state
autonomy.

«  Social Media as a Catalyst — Platforms like Twitter and WhatsApp became key spaces for public

debates, viral trends, and digital campaigns. Political parties leveraged influencers, social media

ads, and misinformation to shape voter opinions.

«  Misinformation & Fake News — The rise of deep fakes, doctored videos, and misleading news

articles contributed to public confusion and divided opinions.
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Importance of Studying Social Media Influence on Public Perception Regarding ‘One Nation, One

Election’ 1. Shaping Public Opinion & Awareness

- Social media is a primary source of political information for millions of Indians.

«  Platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and WhatsApp influence how ONOE is perceived.

2. Political Narratives & Misinformation

«  Political parties use digital platforms to promote or oppose ONOE through targeted campaigns.

«  The spread of misinformation and fake news can manipulate public perception.

3. Electoral Impact & Voter Behavior

«  Social media discussions affect voter decisions and influence election debates.

«  Viral trends and political propaganda shape electoral outcomes.

4. Policy Implications & Governance

«  Understanding public sentiment on ONOE helps policymakers refine electoral reforms.

« A data-driven approach ensures informed decision-making for national election strategies.

5. Comparative Global Insights

«  Studying social media’s impact on ONOE helps India learn from other democracies.

«  Countries with synchronized elections (e.g., Germany, South Africa) provide valuable case
studies

Objectives

« To analyse social media’s role in shaping public perception of One Nation, One Election (ONOE)
in India.

« To study political narratives on ONOE across different platforms like Twitter, Facebook, and
YouTube.

«  To examine the influence of misinformation and digital propaganda on ONOE discussions.

«  To assess the impact of social media debates on voter behaviour and electoral outcomes (2019-
2023).

«  To compare India’s ONOE discussions with global case studies of simultaneous elections.

Key Features

« Social Media’s Role in Political Communication — Digital platforms as a tool for election
discourse.

«  Narrative Framing by Political Parties — How different parties promote/support or oppose ONOE.
«  Public Sentiment Analysis — Tracking shifts in opinion using sentiment analysis and surveys.

«  Impact on Electoral Outcomes — Whether ONOE discussions influenced voter turnout & election

strategies.
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Comparative Global Insights — Lessons from other democracies implementing simultaneous
elections.

Need for Studying ONOE & Social Media Influence

Growing Digital Political Engagement — Increasing role of social media in shaping political
narratives.

Misinformation Concerns — Fake news influences public perception and electoral debates.

Policy & Electoral Reforms — Understanding public sentiment can guide future electoral reforms.

Benefits of ONOE Implementation

Cost Reduction — Conducting elections simultaneously can reduce government expenditure on
polls.

Administrative Efficiency — Minimizes disruption caused by frequent elections.
Policy Stability — Ensures governments can focus on governance rather than election cycles.
Higher Voter Participation — One-time voting may lead to better voter turnout.

Reduced Electoral Polarization — Continuous elections lead to political instability & populism.

Key Challenges

Constitutional Amendments Required — Major legal changes to election timelines & governance

structures.

Political Opposition & Federal Concerns — Regional parties fear loss of autonomy in state
elections.

Logistical & Security Issues — Managing simultaneous elections across 29 states & UTs is
challenging.

Misinformation & Social Media Manipulation — Fake narratives may distort public
understanding.

Public Awareness & Acceptance — Need for extensive voter education on ONOE’s benefits &

implications.

Methodology
This research employs a mixed-methods approach to analyse the influence of social media on public

perception of One Nation, One Election (ONOE) in India from 2019 to 2023. The study integrates social

media analytics, sentiment analysis, surveys, content analysis, and case studies to examine political

narratives and electoral outcomes.

1. Research Design

The study follows an exploratory and explanatory research design to address:

How social media shaped public perception of ONOE.
The role of political narratives and misinformation.

The impact of digital discourse on electoral outcomes.
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2. Data Collection Methods

« Social Media Content Analysis — Examining Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and WhatsApp for
ONOE discussions.
« Case Studies & Expert Interviews — Analysing political campaigns and digital strategies to

evaluate real-world electoral impacts.

3. Data Analysis
- Sentiment Analysis — Categorizing posts as pro-ONOE, anti-ONOE, or neutral.

- Discourse Analysis — Studying dominant ONOE narratives across political parties.

«  Statistical Correlation — Identifying links between social media trends and voting behaviour.

4. Limitations

«  Misinformation & bias in social media data.

« Limited rural representation in digital surveys.
« Political affiliations may skew responses.

5. Ethical Considerations

«  Ensuring anonymity of participants.
«  Verifying accuracy of social media data.
« Maintaining neutrality in analysis.

Literature Review

Several studies have explored social media’s impact on political discourse and electoral behaviour.

Social Media & Political Narratives:

« Studies suggest Twitter and Facebook play a significant role in framing political discussions,
influencing voter perception (Chadwick, 2020).

« Political parties use digital propaganda & influencer marketing to drive narratives (Howard &
Kollanyi, 2019).

Misinformation & Public Opinion:

« Research highlights misinformation trends on WhatsApp during elections (Singh & Sharma,
2021).

- Fake news and algorithmic biases shape public sentiment toward policy debates (Guess et al.,
2020).

Electoral Impact of Social Media:

« Digital campaigns influenced 2019 and 2020 state elections, showing a correlation between social
media engagement and voter turnout (Vergeer, 2021).
« Comparative studies on Indonesia, Brazil, and the USA reveal how online mobilization affects

voting behavior (Tucker et al., 2018).
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Gap in Research: While existing studies explore social media’s impact on elections, there is limited

research on how ONOE has been shaped by digital discourse in India, making this study highly relevant.

Research Questions

« How has social media influenced public perception of One Nation, One Election between 2019-
2023?

«  What are the dominant political narratives surrounding ONOE on digital platforms?
«  How has misinformation shaped online discussions and public opinion on ONOE?
«  What role did social media campaigns play in electoral outcomes during this period?

«  How does India’s ONOE debate compare with global examples of simultaneous elections?

This study will provide a data-driven understanding of ONOE’s digital impact, offering policy insights

and recommendations for future electoral reforms in India.

Political Narratives on Social Media

Between 2019 and 2023, the debate on One Nation, One Election (ONOE) gained significant traction on

social media, with political parties, influencers, and digital activists shaping public opinion.

Pro-ONOE Narrative (BJP & Supporters):

«  ONOE will reduce election costs and governance disruptions.

« Simultaneous elections will ensure policy continuity and reduce political instability.

«  Many countries, like Indonesia and South Africa, conduct simultaneous elections successfully.
«  ONOE will strengthen democracy by increasing voter turnout and efficiency.

Anti-ONOE Narrative (Opposition & Regional Parties):

«  ONOE threatens federalism by reducing regional political influence

« It benefits national parties like BJP at the cost of regional parties.

«  Frequent elections ensure continuous accountability of governments.

« Logistical challenges make ONOE impractical in a diverse country like India.

Social Media Impact:

«  BJP leveraged WhatsApp, Twitter, and Facebook to promote ONOE as an electoral reform.

« Opposition parties, regional leaders, and activists countered with YouTube videos, fact-checks, and
Twitter trends to challenge the narrative.
« Misinformation & fake news played a significant role, misleading voters about ONOE’s actual

benefits and risks.
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Public Perception & Analysis

Public response to ONOE was highly polarized, shaped by political alignment, regional interests, and

media influence.

Supporters of ONOE:

«  Mostly urban, middle-class, pro-BJP voters who viewed ONOE as a governance reform.
« Believed that frequent elections waste taxpayers’ money and disrupt policy implementation.
« Relied heavily on BJP’s digital campaigns and government reports for information.

Opponents of ONOE:

«  Mostly regional party supporters, opposition voters, and rural communities.
« Feared ONOE would marginalize regional issues and weaken state autonomy.
«  Expressed scepticism about ONOE’s implementation and questioned its impact on democracy.

Key Takeaways:

« Educated, tech-savvy voters engaged more in ONOE debates, while rural populations remained
relatively uninformed.
« Social media amplified elite opinions, but ground-level awareness of ONOE remained low.

« The public was deeply divided, with misinformation shaping perceptions more than facts.

Electoral Outcomes & Discussions (2019-2023)

Despite the digital discourse around ONOE, it did not emerge as a decisive factor in electoral outcomes

between 2019 and 2023.
2019 General Elections:

«  ONOE was a minor issue, with BJP including it in its manifesto.
«  Social media focused more on nationalism and economic policies than ONOE.

State Elections (2020-2023):

«  ONOE debates gained momentum but did not influence voter behaviour significantly.
« Regional parties opposed ONOE, using social media to emphasize state-specific issues.

« BJP continued pushing ONOE through digital campaigns, keeping the topic alive for future
elections.

2024 Lok Sabha Election (Upcoming Trend Prediction):

«  ONOE may become a major campaign issue in BJP’s digital outreach.

« Public support remains divided, making it a contentious electoral topic rather than a unifying
reform.

Final Thoughts

While ONOE has not yet directly influenced elections, social media has ensured it remains a dominant
political discussion. The digital battleground for ONOE will intensify in future elections, shaping how

India moves forward with this electoral reform.
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Key Articles That May Be Amended for ONOE Implementation

A. Article 83 — Duration of Lok Sabha

Current Provision:

The term of the Lok Sabha is five years from its first sitting, unless dissolved earlier.

Amendment Needed:

« To synchronize elections, the term of Lok Sabha must align with State Legislative Assemblies.
« Provisions for extending or shortening Lok Sabha tenure would be required for transition. B.

Article 85 — Dissolution of L.ok Sabha Current Provision:

The President has the power to dissolve Lok Sabha before completing its full term.

Amendment Needed:

Restrictions may be introduced to prevent frequent dissolutions that could disrupt ONOE

synchronization. C. Article 172 — Duration of State Legislative Assemblies Current Provision:

State Assemblies have a five-year term unless dissolved earlier.

Amendment Needed:

- State elections must align with Lok Sabha elections, requiring potential extension or curtailment
of Assembly tenures.

« The Governor’s power to dissolve Assemblies may need revision.

D. Article 174 — Sessions and Dissolution of State

Legislatures Current Provision:

The Governor can dissolve the State Legislative Assembly on the recommendation of the Chief Minister.

Amendment Needed:

Synchronization of state and national elections may require restricting early dissolutions unless the central
government allows exceptions.

E. Article 356 — President’s Rule Current Provision:

The President can dismiss a State Government and impose central rule in case of governance failure.

Amendment Needed:

- If a state assembly is dismissed under Article 356, how would it align with ONOE’s electoral
cycle?

« Provisions may be needed to conduct fresh elections without disrupting the ONOE cycle. F. Article

324 — Election Commission’s Powers Current Provision:

The Election Commission of India (ECI) oversees elections to Parliament and State Assemblies.

Amendment Needed:

« Additional powers may be given to the ECI to coordinate ONOE logistics and ensure fair
execution.

« Provisions for simultaneous election guidelines, voter roll management, and campaign regulations

may be included.
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G. Article 368 — Amendment Procedure Current

Provision:

The Constitution can be amended by Parliament, with or without state ratification, depending on the nature

of the amendment.

Amendment Needed:

Since ONOE involves State Assemblies and federal structures, a constitutional amendment with state
ratification (under Article 368) would be required.

Challenges in Amending These Articles for ONOE

1.Federalism Concerns:

« State governments may resist ONOE, fearing a loss of autonomy in election scheduling.

«  Opposition parties argue that ONOE could weaken regional political voices in national narratives.

2. Judicial Scrutiny:

« Any constitutional amendment must withstand judicial review, ensuring ONOE does not violate

the Basic Structure Doctrine.

«  The Supreme Court may examine whether ONOE undermines democratic principles and electoral

fairness.

3. Parliamentary & State Ratification Challenges:

« Amendments to Articles 83, 172, and 324 require approval by a two-thirds majority in Parliament

and ratification by at least 50% of state legislatures.

«  Opposition from regional parties and coalition governments could delay or block ONOE reforms.

Lessons for India from Global Examples on ‘One Nation, One Election

1. United States — Federal & State Elections with Fixed Timelines

How FElections Work in the USA

The U.S. follows a fixed election schedule with elections held every two years on the first Tuesday of
November. Presidential elections occur every four years, and Congressional (Senate & House) and state

elections take place simultaneously.

Some states also conduct gubernatorial (Governor) elections alongside federal elections.

Lessons for India

- Fixed Election Calendar: The U.S. system ensures political stability through a predetermined

election schedule, which India could adopt.

- Efficient Voter Mobilization: Synchronization helps increase voter turnout as citizens vote for

multiple offices in a single election.
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« Challenges with Federalism: Despite fixed timelines, states have autonomy over election
procedures, which may be a challenge in India’s federal structure.

2. South Africa — National & Provincial Elections Together

How Elections Work in South Africa

South Africa conducts simultaneous elections for the National Assembly and nine Provincial Legislatures

every five years.

Municipal elections, however, are held separately every five years but at a different time from national
elections.

Lessons for India

« National & State Elections Together: India can learn from South Africa’s model, where national

and state elections are synchronized, maintaining governance continuity.

- Proportional Representation System: South Africa uses party-list proportional representation,

which ensures political diversity—India could explore similar electoral reforms for better

representation.

« Local Elections Held Separately: Unlike ONOE, municipal elections are held at different times,

which India may need to consider for practical feasibility.

3. Germany — Federal & State Elections with Coordinated Scheduling

How Elections Work in Germany

Germany has a federal structure, with elections for the Bundestag (federal parliament) every four years.
State elections are not entirely synchronized but often align with federal elections due to voluntary
coordination among states.

Elections for municipal councils and the European Parliament are conducted separately.

Lessons for India

«  Voluntary Synchronization: Rather than enforcing ONOE constitutionally, Germany allows states
to voluntarily align elections, which India could consider.

« Federal Autonomy Maintained: Despite synchronization, states retain autonomy over electoral
rules— this approach could ease opposition from Indian states.

« Challenges of Coalition Governments: Germany faces government instability due to coalition
politics, which India must consider if ONOE is implemented.

4. Indonesia — Multi-Level Simultaneous Elections

How Elections Work in Indonesia

Indonesia holds national, provincial, and district-level elections simultaneously every five years.

Presidential, parliamentary, and local elections occur on the same day, making it one of the most ambitious

ONOE models. Lessons for India
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5,

Cost & Resource Efficiency: Holding elections simultaneously reduces administrative costs and

election fatigue—a key argument for ONOE in India.

Higher Voter Turnout: A single election day increases political participation, reducing election-

related disruptions.

Operational Challenges: Conducting elections at all levels on a single day creates logistical

burdens, including ballot complexity and long counting times—India may need a phased

implementation to avoid similar issues.

Sweden — Coordinated Elections with Proportional Representation

How Elections Work in Sweden

Sweden holds elections every four years on a fixed date for:

O The Parliament (Riksdag)

O Regional councils

O Municipal councils

All three levels use a proportional representation system, ensuring fair political representation.

Lessons for India

Fixed Tenure & Election Cycle: Fixed terms prevent frequent election disruptions, which India

could adopt for governance stability.

Proportional Representation for Fair Representation: India could study this system to address

concerns about regional parties losing influence under ONOE.

Different Political Landscape: Unlike India’s first-past-the-post system, Sweden’s model may not

be fully adaptable without significant electoral reforms.

Challenges in Adapting Global Models to India

Even though these global models offer valuable lessons, India’s unique political landscape presents
challenges:

Federalism & State Autonomy — Unlike unitary systems, India has strong state governments that

may oppose enforced synchronization.

Vast Electoral Scale — Conducting elections across 28 states, 8 union territories, and 543 Lok
Sabha constituencies in a single phase would be a logistical challenge.

Diverse Political Representation — Regional parties fear ONOE could reduce local issue-based

campaigning, favouring national parties.

Constitutional Amendments Required — Unlike many global models, India requires extensive

constitutional changes to implement ONOE.
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Measures and Recommendations for Effective Implementation of ‘One Nation, One Election’ in

India

1. Constitutional and Legal Reforms

Amendments to Articles 83, 85, 172, 174, and 356 to align Lok Sabha and State Assembly
elections.

Strengthening the Election Commission (ECI) with greater autonomy and resources for smooth

execution.

Framework for Simultaneous Elections with clear rules on handling mid-term dissolutions.

2. Political and Federal Consensus

Stakeholder Consultations — Engaging national and regional parties to address concerns.
Bipartisan Support — Ensuring all political parties agree on the execution plan.

Balancing Federalism — Protecting state autonomy while ensuring electoral synchronization.

3. Logistical and Administrative Readiness

Phased Implementation — Pilot projects in select states before full-scale execution.

Electoral Infrastructure Strengthening — More EVMs, polling staff, security forces for large-scale

elections.

Robust Voter Awareness Campaigns — Educating citizens about ONOE benefits and voting
processes.

4. Addressing Misinformation & Public Awareness

Social Media Regulations — Strict laws against fake news, political propaganda, and deep fakes.
Media Literacy Initiatives — Public education on credible political information sources.

Fact-Checking Mechanisms — Collaborations with fact-checking agencies to counter
misinformation.

5. Learning from Global Models

Studying Germany, South Africa, and Indonesia, which have adopted synchronized elections.

Adapting best practices while ensuring India’s federal structure remains intact.

Case Studyv 1: BJP’s Social Media Campaign and Agenda-Setting (2019-2023)

Overview:

The Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), as the main proponent of ONOE, utilized Facebook, Twitter, WhatsApp,

and

YouTube to promote the idea, highlighting cost reduction, governance efficiency, and improved voter
turnout.
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Key Strategies Used by BJP on Social Media:

«  #OneNationOneElection Hashtag Trend: BJP leaders and supporters trended hashtags such as
#OneNationOneElection, #ONOE, #ModiForONOE to push the agenda.

« Infographics & Videos: The party’s IT cell produced short animated videos explaining ONOE’s
benefits, widely shared on WhatsApp groups and Facebook.

« Influencer & Media Engagement: BJP-backed influencers and news portals (e.g., Oplndia,
Swarajya) regularly posted articles and tweets supporting ONOE.

- Twitter Spaces & Facebook Live: BJP leaders like Amit Shah and Ravi Shankar Prasad engaged

with the public through live Q&A sessions.

Public Perception & Impact:
« Pro-BJP users on social media largely supported ONOE, citing cost-cutting, reduced election
fatigue, and efficient governance.
« However, opposition supporters argued ONOE favored national parties over regional players,
suppressing local issues.
«  BJP’s campaign influenced mainstream media narratives, compelling opposition parties to respond

with counter-campaigns.

Case Study 2: Influence of Digital Media on ONOE Discourse During 2023 Elections

Overview:

The 2023 state elections in Karnataka, Rajasthan, and Madhya Pradesh saw ONOE become a debated
topic on social media, influencing voter perception.

Key Observations:

State-wise Voter Sentiment Analysis on Twitter & YouTube:

« In Karnataka, voters largely rejected ONOE, associating it with BJP’s centralization of power.

« In Madhya Pradesh, ONOE received mixed reactions, with urban voters supporting it but rural
voters showing disinterest.

« In Rajasthan, ONOE debates were overshadowed by local governance issues, making it a
lowpriority election topic.

YouTube & WhatsApp as Information Hubs:

« Political YouTubers like Dhruv Rathee, Shefali Vaidya, and The Deshbhakt posted analysis
videos on ONOE, shaping different audience perspectives.

«  WhatsApp forwards in BJP circles promoted ONOE, while opposition groups circulated
countermessages.

IJCRT2504688 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | f963


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 4 April 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882

Impact on Electoral Outcomes:

« ONOE was not a decisive voting factor but became a major ideological debate, shaping digital
discourse.

«  YouTube & Twitter played a bigger role than traditional TV media, showing a shift in political
awareness sources.

CONCLUSION
The study on the Influence of Social Media on Public Perception of ‘One Nation, One Election’ (ONOE)

in India highlights the critical role of digital platforms in shaping political discourse, voter attitudes, and
electoral narratives. Between 2019 and 2023, ONOE emerged as a highly debated political reform, with

polarized opinions across social media platforms like Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and WhatsApp.

Key findings from the research suggest that:

+ Social media played a dual role—while it helped in disseminating information about ONOE’s
benefits, it also became a breeding ground for misinformation, political propaganda, and

ideological polarization.

+ BJP’s digital campaigns were more structured and influential, successfully framing ONOE as an
electoral reform that promotes governance efficiency and cost reduction. Meanwhile, opposition
parties, regional leaders, and civil society organizations countered with concerns about federalism,

regional representation, and democratic fairness.

+ Public perception of ONOE was deeply divided—urban voters and digital-savvy populations
showed higher acceptance, while regional and grassroots voters remained skeptical, largely

influenced by opposition-led narratives and fears of centralization.

+ Misinformation campaigns had a significant impact, with fact-checking efforts often lagging

behind viral fake news, further complicating public understanding of ONOE.

+ Global case studies (e.g., South Africa, Indonesia, and the United States) indicate that while
synchronized elections can bring administrative benefits, they require strong legal frameworks,
political consensus, and phased implementation—Iessons that India must integrate into its ONOE

roadmap.
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+ The electoral outcomes between 2019 and 2023 indicate that ONOE remained a discussion point

rather than a decisive voting factor, but it successfully entered mainstream political discourse due

to sustained social media engagement.
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