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ABSTRACT

This study examines how reality and the supernatural interact as cultural mechanisms in Toni Morrison's
Beloved and Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and the Margarita. The supernatural is used in both books as
significant instruments to examine larger cultural, social, and historical themes rather than just as plot
devices. Bulgakov explores existential issues of truth and atonement while criticizing Soviet society through
Woland's moral interventions and Margarita's life-changing experience in The Master and Margarita. Similar
to this, Morrison's Beloved reclaims suppressed memories of slavery by using the spectral presence of
Beloved to consider cultural memory and collective suffering. This article illustrates texts by Julie Curtis,
Edward E. Ericson Jr., Barbara Christian, Ashraf H. A. Rushdy, Irene de Jong, and Maggie Sale subvert linear
historical narratives and prevailing discourses by fusing the fantastical and the

realistic to uncover hidden truths about people and culture.
Keywords: Reality, Supernatural, Cultural Memory, Existential, Moral, Slavery, Collective Suffering,
Introduction

The complexity of the human experience has long been explored in literature, and the supernatural is

frequently used as a prism to examine how the real and imagined, the seen and
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unseen, interact. This tradition is exemplified by Mikhail Bulgakov's The Master and Margarita and Toni

Morrison's Beloved, which explore deep cultural, moral, and historical topics through supernatural elements.
Bulgakov's book exposes the hypocrisies of its day by using satire and fantasy to condemn the moral and
social decay of Soviet Russia. With its roots in the history of slavery, Morrison's Beloved employs magical
realism to explore the long-lasting effects of

trauma and give voice to those who have been silenced.

This paper explores themes of morality, atonement, memory, and communal trauma while analyzing how the
supernatural functions as a cultural critique in both books. Using important secondary sources as support, |
contend that these works' blending of the supernatural and the real enables the writers to question prevailing

ideas, rewrite marginalized histories, and present different perspectives on reality.

Defining the Supernatural as a Narrative Technique

In literature, the supernatural is more than just a fantasy element; it frequently serves as a

narrative device that mirrors more profound historical and cultural realities.The supernatural

plays a crucial role in the writers' narratives of Beloved and The Master and Margarita, enabling them to
conflate imagination and reality. Morrison's use of magical realism, as noted by Ashraf

H. A. Rushdy (1999), subverts linear historical narratives by offering a disconnected, cyclical depiction of
time that mirrors the fragmented legacy of slavery. Similar to this, Bulgakov creates a tale that veers between

the real and the fantastical by criticizing Soviet authoritarianism through fantasy and satire.

The supernatural turns into a place where secrets and voices that have been silenced can surface in both
books. Barbara Christian (1990) emphasizes how the ghost of Beloved serves as a cultural and personal
memory, symbolizing the collective trauma of slavery. Irene de Jong (2001), meanwhile, talks on how
Bulgakov's shifts between imagination and realism cast doubt on readers' understandings of reality by
implying that it is complex and individualized. Because the supernatural upends traditional narratives to
uncover more profound moral and historical realities, this duality highlights the writers' larger cultural

critiques.
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The Supernatural as a mirror of Morality and Redemption in The Master and Margarita

The supernatural is used by Mikhail Bulgakov's in The Master and Margarita to both tell a fantasy story and
expose the moral faults of Soviet society. The diabolical character Woland acts as a force for justice in the
book by revealing the hypocrisy and avarice of Moscow's ruling class. Woland's interventions expose the
moral bankruptcy of people who value money over integrity, as noted by Edward E. Ericson Jr. (1991).The
scene at the Variety Theatre, where Woland and his entourage degrade the audience by revealing their greed
and shallowness, is a startling illustration. This incident is a prime example of Bulgakov's use of the
paranormal to

expose social hypocrisy, especially during Stalinist repression when people frequently sacrificed their morals

in order to survive.

Margarita's conversion to witchery emphasizes the supernatural’s capacity for redemption even more. Julie
Curtis (2011) contends that because Margarita's contract with Woland enables her to save the Master from
despair, her path exemplifies principles of love and

self-sacrifice.Margarita, who represents Bulgakov's faith in the eternal strength of love and loyalty, maintains
her moral integrity despite the hideous nature of her metamorphosis. Bulgakov blurs the lines between
imagination and reality in these stories by utilizing the supernatural. The parallel plotlines of Pontius Pilate
and Yeshua Ha-Notsri demonstrate how this oscillation forces readers to face the complexities of reality, as

noted by Irene de Jong (2001).These interconnected stories imply that perspective and circumstance shape
morality and truth rather than them being unchangeable.

The Supernatural as a Conduit for Trauma and Memory in Beloved

Toni Morrison examines the lasting trauma of slavery and its effects on both individual and societal memory
in Beloved by utilizing the paranormal. Beloved's ghost, which haunts Sethe and her family, is an expression
of unresolved anguish and suppressed guilt. According to

Barbara Christian (1990), Beloved symbolizes the wounds of slavery, signifying not only Sethe's individual

grief but also the larger historical trauma experienced by African Americans.

Morrison's use of magical realism subverts linear narratives by producing a fractured depiction of time that
reflects her characters' shattered memories. According to Ashraf H. A. Rushdy (1999), this narrative

structure enables Morrison to recover voices that have been suppressed

[JCRT2503223 ] International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org ] b917


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 3 March 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882
since Beloved's spectral presence upends the present and brings the past back to life. In the last scene, when

the community gathers to exorcise Beloved, signifying a collective act of healing, this is especially clear.

Morrison creates a space for cultural memory and resistance by fusing the real with the supernatural, as
Maggie Sale (1992) points out. Morrison forces readers to face the past of slavery and its continuing influence
on identity and belonging by incorporating spectral elements into the story. Morrison gives people
marginalized by history a voice in Beloved by transforming the supernatural into a potent tool for cultural

critique.

Comparative Analysis of Supernatural Themes in Both Novels

Despite coming from very different historical and cultural backgrounds, The Master and

Margarita and Beloved both use the paranormal to expose hidden truths and challenge prevailing
ideals.Morrison's magical realism rewrites the suppressed history of slavery, while Bulgakov's

satire attacks the moral and social decay of Soviet Russia. Notwithstanding these variations, both writers push

readers to reconsider traditional tales by obfuscating the lines between imagination and reality.

The use of the paranormal as a means of revealing the truth is one of the main parallels. Just as Beloved's
spectral presence compels Sethe to face her history, Woland's interventions reveal the dishonesty of society.
According to both stories, truth is intricate and multidimensional, necessitating the blending of the fanciful
and the actual in order to be completely comprehended. Nonetheless, there are notable differences in the
novels' tone and style. Morrison's dark,

introspective tale contrasts with Bulgakov's lighthearted, sarcastic style.With Morrison tackling the legacy of
slavery and Bulgakov reacting to Soviet tyranny, this difference reflects their different cultural backgrounds.
Notwithstanding these variations, both writers uphold the transformational power of the paranormal and

employ it to examine the intricacies of morality and memory as well as to critique social institutions.
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The Cultural Significance of the Superbly in Literature
The way that the supernatural and the real world are combined in The Master and Margarita and Beloved

demonstrates the storytelling technique's wider cultural relevance. The supernatural

makes room for underrepresented voices and different viewpoints by upending established narratives. It turns
into a vehicle for cultural critique in both books, bringing to light society's moral flaws and rewriting history
that have been suppressed. There are significant ramifications for contemporary literary and cultural studies
from this method. As Julie Curtis (2011) points out, Morrison's magical realism subverts linear historical
narratives by giving voice to those marginalized in history, while Bulgakov's use of fantasy encourages
readers to consider existential issues of truth and atonement. Collectively, these pieces show how literature
has the power to change lives by shedding light on the intricacies of the human condition through the

supernatural.

Conclusion

The supernatural is used as a prism to examine important historical, moral, and cultural topics in The Master
and Margarita and Beloved. By fusing the surreal with reality, Bulgakov and Morrison offer alternate
interpretations of memory and truth, challenging prevailing discourses.

Beloved's spectral presence symbolizes the lasting anguish of slavery, while Woland's moral

interventions and Margarita's redemption journey critique Soviet society.Both writers assert the ability of
literature to challenge social institutions, recover voices that have been repressed, and expose the complexity

of humanity through their use of the supernatural.
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