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Abstract: The way we teach English has changed dramatically in recent years due to globalization,
advancements in technology, and the evolving needs of learners. However, English Language Teaching (ELT)
still faces several challenges, such as catering to diverse linguistic backgrounds, ensuring quality teacher
training, and integrating technology effectively. This paper delves into these issues while exploring innovative
methods like task-based learning, blended instruction, and artificial intelligence applications. By bridging the
gap between conventional and modern teaching approaches, this study offers insights into making ELT more
effective and engaging. Additionally, we discuss policy recommendations that can help improve ELT in
various educational settings.
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|. INTRODUCTION

English has become the world’s most widely spoken language, making its teaching and learning crucial for
academic and professional success. Over the years, ELT has had to adapt to changing global demands, yet it
continues to face several obstacles. These include limited resources, outdated teaching methods, and the
challenge of incorporating digital tools effectively. Additionally, the growing importance of English in
international business, education, and research has placed immense pressure on learners to achieve fluency
and proficiency. However, traditional teaching methods often fail to meet these evolving needs, as they
emphasize rote memorization rather than practical communication skills.

Another major challenge is the increasing diversity in English classrooms, where students come from various
linguistic and cultural backgrounds. Teachers must navigate these complexities while also staying updated on
modern teaching methodologies. Moreover, technology is rapidly transforming the educational landscape,
offering new possibilities for language instruction. The rise of artificial intelligence, gamification, and blended
learning presents exciting opportunities to make ELT more engaging and effective. This paper explores the
current challenges in ELT, examines innovative teaching strategies, and offers policy recommendations to
enhance the overall learning experience. By embracing change and adopting progressive methods, ELT can
better prepare learners for the demands of the 21 century.
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Il. CURRENT CHALLENGES INELT

1. Diverse Learner Backgrounds

e English classrooms often consist of students from different linguistic and cultural backgrounds,
requiring flexible teaching strategies.

e Adapting to various learning styles—such as auditory, visual, and kinesthetic—remains a
challenge.

2. Teacher Training and Professional Development

e Many educators lack specialized training in modern teaching methodologies.
e Professional development opportunities remain scarce in several regions, limiting teachers’
ability to improve their skills.

3. The Role of Technology

e While digital tools can enhance learning, not all students have equal access to them.
e Many teachers struggle with effectively integrating technology into their lesson plans.

4. Assessment and Learning Evaluation

e Standardized tests, such as IELTS and TOEFL, often emphasize rote memorization over
practical language skills.

e The need for more dynamic assessment methods that reflect real-world language use remains
unaddressed.

5. Rigid Curriculum Structures

e Many ELT programs prioritize grammar and vocabulary, often at the expense of practical
speaking skills.

e Curricula that lack cultural relevance can make learning less engaging and meaningful for
students.

I11. INNOVATIVE APPROACHES TOELT
1. Task-Based Learning (TBL)

e Encourages students to use language in real-world tasks rather than focusing solely on
grammar drills.
e Enhances engagement by making lessons more interactive and practical.

2. Blended Learning Models
e Combines traditional face-to-face teaching with digital learning tools, such as online courses
and language apps.
e Offers flexibility and personalized learning experiences tailored to individual student needs.
3. The Role of Al in Language Learning
e Al-powered tools, including chatbots and virtual tutors, provide instant feedback and

personalized learning experiences.
e Speech recognition technology helps improve pronunciation and fluency.

IJCRT2502627 ] International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org ] 324


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882
4. Gamification and Interactive Learning

e Using games and interactive activities increases student motivation and retention.
e Platforms like Duo lingo and Quizlet make language learning engaging and enjoyable.

5. Content and Language Integrated Learning (CLIL)

e Combines subject learning with language development, helping students acquire English
naturally.
e Widely used in bilingual education systems worldwide.

6. Mobile-Assisted Language Learning (MALL)

e Smartphones and tablets provide on-the-go access to learning resources, such as podcasts and
audiobooks.
e Encourages independent learning beyond the classroom setting.

IV. POLICY RECOMMENDATIONS TO IMPROVE ELT
1. Improving Teacher Training

e Educational institutions should prioritize continuous training programs for ELT teachers.
e Exchange programs and certifications can provide teachers with global exposure and best
practices.

2. Bridging the Digital Divide

e Policymakers should ensure that all students have access to digital resources, particularly in
underserved areas.
e Schools should incorporate digital literacy as a core component of ELT curricula.

3. Rethinking Assessment Practices

e Shifting away from traditional exams towards performance-based and communicative
assessments.
e Incorporating self-evaluation and peer assessments to encourage student involvement.

4. Making Curricula More Relevant

e ELT programs should incorporate multicultural and real-world content to enhance student
engagement.

e Lessons should focus on developing critical thinking and problem-solving skills alongside
language proficiency.

5. Encouraging Multilingual Education

¢ Bilingual and multilingual education policies should be promoted to support English learning
while preserving native languages.

e Translanguaging strategies can help bridge the gap between students’ first language and
English proficiency.
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V. CONCLUSION

The future of ELT lies in a balance between traditional methods and modern, innovative strategies. By
adopting blended learning, Al-driven tools, and task-based approaches, English teaching can become more
effective and accessible. However, meaningful progress requires investment in teacher training, curriculum
reforms, and policies that support digital learning initiatives. This paper highlights the need for a
comprehensive approach to ELT that not only improves language proficiency but also fosters communication
skills and cultural awareness.
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