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Abstract 

In 1857 Indian forces launched their first battle to achieve independence against British colonial power. 

Historical accounts tend to disregard the essential parts played by women during the 1857 Rebellion despite 

abundant studies about the male leadership and soldier participation. Women of India played a dominant 

role during the rebellion through the exhibition of courage leadership while making noteworthy sacrifices 

according to this research. Across various Indian regions women shaped history by rebelling against 

traditional expectations as they fought actively for resistance in their multiple key strategic capacities. The 

research examines unusual historical contributions made by Indian women through analysis of their societal 

influence alongside historiographical barriers during the time period. Through exploration of Indian 

women's bravery and endurance during 1857 this work demonstrates their vital contribution to the Indian 

independence movement. 
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Introduction 

The 1857 Rebellion represents an essential turning point in Indian historical development. Historians 

commonly designate this key event as the First War of Indian Independence. The enormous British colonial 

opposition triggered a nationwide Indian social coalition which fought against the East India Company's 

exploitation. Coordinated resistance tactics accompanied intense battles throughout Delhi and Awadh as 

well as Jhansi and Kanpur during the rebellion period. The vital role which women played during this critical 

period remains understated compared to widely documented accounts of political leaders Bahadur Shah 

Zafar, Tantia Tope and Nana Sahib in historical records. Throughout India's rebellion women took active 

roles as fighters and commanders who led the conflict while also motivating future generations to fight for 

independence. 
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Indian women experienced complete patriarchal power dominance in the 19th century that confined them 

to household duties. Society confined Indian women to household spaces because they lacked access to 

public life or political participation. Despite these social restrictions society's boundaries started to crumble 

when the rebellion of 1857 began. Alongside rulers and their followers and independent women from the 

common population united their efforts to bring about India's independence during the rebellion. Rani 

Lakshmibai of Jhansi shocked British forces by commanding bravery that became the symbol of resistance. 

The regent of Awadh Begum Hazrat Mahal combined territorial defense leadership with people mobilization 

for resistance against colonial governance. Through their actions many Indian women proved beyond doubt 

that society needed to stop keeping abilities confined to housework. 

The cultural fabric of the rebellion further highlights the evolving perception of women’s roles in society. 

Folk songs, stories, and local traditions celebrated their bravery, symbolizing them as protectors of dharma 

and freedom. Despite their efforts, the limited recognition of these women in early historical accounts 

reflects the gender biases of the period. The lack of formal documentation also suggests the need for a deeper 

exploration of their contributions, which this paper aims to address. This paper seeks to illuminate the 

critical roles, contributions, and sacrifices of women during the 1857 Rebellion. It will examine how they 

challenged traditional gender norms, led battles, provided logistical support, and inspired their communities 

to resist colonial oppression. By revisiting the stories of figures like Rani Lakshmibai, Begum Hazrat Mahal, 

and other unsung heroines, the study aims to acknowledge their lasting legacy in India’s struggle for 

independence. 

Key Contributions of Indian Women 

The 1857 Rebellion was not only a landmark event in the history of India but also a testament to the courage 

and determination of Indian women. In an era dominated by patriarchal norms, women from different 

backgrounds emerged as leaders, warriors, and supporters who significantly influenced the course of the 

uprising. Their contributions ranged from leading armies on the battlefield to providing logistical support 

in the background, making their involvement indispensable to the movement. This section highlights the 

remarkable roles played by prominent leaders, lesser-known heroes, and the collective sacrifices made by 

Indian women during the rebellion. 

1. Prominent Leaders in the Rebellion 

Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi 

Among the most iconic figures of the 1857 Rebellion, Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi remains a symbol of 

resistance and bravery. As the ruler of Jhansi, she played a pivotal role in defending her kingdom against 

British forces. Known for her exceptional leadership skills and strategic acumen, she organized her army, 

trained her soldiers, and personally led them into battle. Her most notable confrontation occurred during the 

siege of Jhansi, where she fought valiantly despite being heavily outnumbered. British officers, such as 

Hugh Rose, who led the assault on Jhansi, described her as "the most dangerous of all Indian leaders" and 

acknowledged her extraordinary courage on the battlefield. 
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Rani Lakshmibai's martyrdom in 1858, during the Battle of Gwalior, further solidified her legacy. Her story 

has since been immortalized in Indian folklore, art, and literature, portraying her as the embodiment of 

strength and patriotism. Poets have celebrated her valor in works like Subhadra Kumari Chauhan’s Jhansi 

Ki Rani, ensuring that her name continues to inspire generations. 

Begum Hazrat Mahal 

Another prominent leader of the rebellion was Begum Hazrat Mahal, the wife of Nawab Wajid Ali Shah of 

Awadh. After her husband was exiled to Calcutta, Begum Hazrat Mahal took up the mantle of leadership 

and played a crucial role in organizing the defense of Lucknow. She aligned with local leaders and rebel 

factions to resist British forces, using her political and military acumen to rally her people. 

Her strategies included fortifying key positions in Lucknow, negotiating with allied groups, and ensuring 

the participation of local citizens in the resistance. Despite limited resources, she managed to hold Lucknow 

against British forces for an extended period. Her unwavering commitment to the cause earned her 

admiration from allies and foes alike. Begum Hazrat Mahal’s contributions, although less celebrated than 

her male counterparts, remain a critical chapter in the history of the rebellion. 

Jhalkari Bai 

Jhalkari Bai, a soldier in Rani Lakshmibai’s army, was another remarkable figure whose contributions to 

the rebellion have gained recognition over time. Known for her striking resemblance to Rani Lakshmibai, 

Jhalkari Bai often disguised herself as the queen to confuse enemy forces during battles. This act of bravery 

allowed Rani Lakshmibai to escape critical situations and continue leading the resistance. 

Jhalkari Bai’s grassroots origins as the daughter of a village blacksmith made her a symbol of the broader 

participation of ordinary women in the rebellion. Her courage and loyalty to Jhansi have been celebrated in 

folklore and regional traditions, emphasizing the role of common women in the fight for independence. 

2. Lesser-Known Heroes 

Azizan Bai 

While prominent leaders like Rani Lakshmibai and Begum Hazrat Mahal have gained fame, lesser-known 

figures like Azizan Bai also played significant roles. A courtesan from Kanpur, Azizan Bai actively 

supported the rebel leader Nana Sahib. She used her influence and resources to rally soldiers, gather 

intelligence, and provide logistical support to the rebel forces. Azizan Bai’s contributions highlight the 

diverse backgrounds of women who participated in the rebellion, defying societal norms and risking their 

lives for the cause of freedom. 

Women from Rural Areas 

Beyond the known figures, countless rural women participated in the rebellion, offering support in various 

forms. These women provided food, shelter, and intelligence to the rebels, often at great personal risk. In 

many cases, they concealed weapons, smuggled supplies, and passed on crucial information about British 
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troop movements. Their efforts were critical to sustaining the rebellion, particularly in regions where formal 

leadership structures were absent. The sacrifices of these unnamed women remain a poignant reminder of 

the collective resolve that defined the 1857 Rebellion. 

3. Collective Sacrifices 

The rebellion witnessed numerous instances of women making ultimate sacrifices for the cause of 

independence. Many women lost their lives defending their families, villages, and leaders. Stories of entire 

communities of women choosing death over surrender are a testament to their resilience and commitment. 

One notable example is the mass self-immolation (jauhar) of women in certain regions, where they chose 

to die rather than fall into enemy hands. While the exact number of women who perished during the rebellion 

remains undocumented, their sacrifices are remembered in oral histories and local traditions. These stories 

serve as powerful reminders of the price paid by women in the fight for freedom. 

Socio-Political Impact of Women’s Participation 

The participation of women in the 1857 Rebellion for Independence had a profound impact on Indian 

society, challenging entrenched patriarchal norms and reshaping perceptions of women’s roles. Their active 

involvement not only highlighted their potential beyond domestic confines but also inspired generations of 

freedom fighters in subsequent movements. The socio-political consequences of their bravery and sacrifices 

were far-reaching, leaving an indelible mark on India's struggle for independence. 

1. Changing Perception of Women’s Roles 

Before the rebellion, Indian society largely confined women to domestic roles, with limited opportunities 

for political or public engagement. The uprising of 1857 marked a significant departure from these norms, 

as women stepped forward to participate actively in resistance efforts. Figures such as Rani Lakshmibai 

and Begum Hazrat Mahal not only led military campaigns but also demonstrated strategic acumen, proving 

that women could be formidable leaders. This shift began to challenge the traditional perception of women 

as passive figures, sparking discussions about their capabilities in public and political spheres. 

The rebellion also inspired a broader re-evaluation of women’s roles in Indian society. Women’s 

participation during this period became a rallying point in later independence movements. Leaders like 

Sarojini Naidu and Aruna Asaf Ali often drew parallels between their efforts and the sacrifices of women 

in 1857, using these stories to motivate and mobilize others. By stepping out of their domestic confines, 

these women paved the way for greater acceptance of women’s involvement in national movements, 

contributing to the slow but significant evolution of gender roles in India. 

2. Symbolic Representation 

The women who participated in the 1857 Rebellion quickly became powerful symbols of resilience and 

defiance. Folk songs, poems, and regional stories immortalized their bravery, embedding them into the 

cultural memory of the nation. For instance, Rani Lakshmibai’s courage was celebrated in Subhadra 

Kumari Chauhan’s famous poem Jhansi Ki Rani, which painted her as a warrior queen who “fought like a 
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man” to protect her land and people. Such representations not only honored these women but also inspired 

a sense of pride and solidarity among future freedom fighters. 

Additionally, these symbolic portrayals continued to resonate in the 20th century, when the struggle for 

independence gained momentum. Women like Kasturba Gandhi and Indira Gandhi were often likened 

to the heroines of 1857, emphasizing their strength and determination. These symbols also found their way 

into Indian cinema and literature, keeping the legacy of these women alive in the collective consciousness 

of the nation. However, while their representation in cultural artifacts highlighted their significance, it often 

idealized their roles, sometimes overshadowing the more nuanced realities of their struggles and sacrifices. 

3. Challenges Faced 

Despite their contributions, women who participated in the rebellion faced significant challenges. Society 

at the time often viewed their involvement in warfare as transgressive and inappropriate. Patriarchal norms 

dictated that women remain within the confines of their homes, and those who stepped onto the battlefield 

or into public leadership roles often faced social ostracism. This stigma was particularly pronounced for 

women from conservative families, where their participation in the rebellion was seen as a violation of 

societal expectations. 

In addition to societal backlash, the historical recognition of these women was limited, reflecting the gender 

biases of the time. Early colonial and Indian historiography focused predominantly on male leaders, 

relegating women’s contributions to the margins. Figures like Jhalkari Bai and Azizan Bai, despite their 

significant roles, received scant attention in official records and were often remembered only in local 

folklore. Even prominent leaders like Begum Hazrat Mahal were overshadowed in mainstream narratives, 

with their efforts downplayed or ignored altogether. This lack of acknowledgment underscores the broader 

struggle for women to gain recognition in history, a challenge that persists to some extent even today. 

Challenges in Recognizing Women’s Contributions 

The recognition of women’s contributions to the 1857 Rebellion has long been hindered by a lack of formal 

documentation and the biases prevalent in historical narratives. During the rebellion, the British colonial 

authorities maintained meticulous records to document their military campaigns and administrative 

activities. However, these records focused predominantly on the actions of male leaders and often excluded 

or minimized the roles of women. Women’s contributions, such as providing intelligence, organizing local 

resistance, or even participating in battles, were either deemed insignificant or deliberately omitted from 

these accounts. This exclusion resulted in the erasure of many brave women from the official histories of 

the rebellion. 

Another factor contributing to this oversight was the inherent bias in British records and early Indian 

historiography. British administrators often dismissed the role of Indian women as peripheral, portraying 

them as victims or passive observers rather than active participants. Similarly, early Indian historians, many 

of whom operated within a patriarchal framework, failed to adequately highlight women’s contributions, 

focusing instead on prominent male leaders such as Nana Sahib, Tantia Tope, and Bahadur Shah Zafar. Even 
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figures as prominent as Rani Lakshmibai were occasionally relegated to symbolic representations rather 

than detailed accounts of their military and political strategies. 

In recent years, modern historians have made concerted efforts to reclaim the narratives of women involved 

in the rebellion. By delving into folk traditions, oral histories, and local archives, they have uncovered the 

stories of lesser-known heroines like Jhalkari Bai and Azizan Bai, who played crucial roles in their 

respective regions. Scholars have also sought to re-examine existing records, highlighting the contributions 

of women who worked behind the scenes to sustain the rebellion. This renewed focus has helped to 

illuminate the multi-faceted roles women played, ensuring that their sacrifices and bravery are no longer 

overlooked in the annals of history. The legacy of the women who participated in the 1857 Rebellion is 

vividly preserved through various forms of artistic and visual representation. Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi, 

in particular, has become an enduring symbol of resistance and patriotism. Her bravery and martyrdom have 

been immortalized in paintings, sculptures, and monuments across India. Iconic images, such as those 

depicting her riding into battle with her infant son strapped to her back, have become a visual shorthand for 

courage and sacrifice. These depictions are not merely artistic tributes but also powerful tools for inspiring 

pride and solidarity among generations of Indians. 

Monuments dedicated to women of the rebellion further underscore their significance in India’s history. 

Statues of Rani Lakshmibai, such as the one in Gwalior, stand as reminders of her heroism and defiance. 

Similarly, memorials to Begum Hazrat Mahal in Lucknow honor her leadership during the siege of the 

city. These physical artifacts serve as focal points for remembering the women who fought against colonial 

oppression, ensuring their stories remain accessible to the public. 

The artistic legacy extends beyond physical monuments to include representations in film and literature. 

Movies like Manikarnika: The Queen of Jhansi have brought the stories of Rani Lakshmibai and other 

women of the rebellion to a wider audience, blending historical accounts with dramatized narratives to 

highlight their courage. Folk songs and regional plays also continue to celebrate these women, embedding 

their stories in the cultural fabric of India. 

In addition to these cultural artifacts, historians and archaeologists have worked to uncover photos, sketches, 

and other historical documents related to women’s participation in the rebellion. These materials, though 

rare, provide invaluable insights into their roles and contributions. For instance, sketches of Rani 

Lakshmibai in British accounts, though often biased, offer glimpses into how she was perceived by her 

contemporaries. Similarly, artifacts like weapons and letters associated with women leaders add depth to 

our understanding of their involvement. 
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Conclusion 

The 1857 Rebellion stands as a monumental chapter in India’s struggle for independence, and the 

contributions of Indian women to this historic event are a testament to their unparalleled bravery, leadership, 

and sacrifice. Women like Rani Lakshmibai, Begum Hazrat Mahal, and Jhalkari Bai defied societal 

norms and colonial oppression to play pivotal roles in the fight for freedom. Their actions—whether leading 

armies, organizing defenses, or sacrificing their lives—demonstrated an extraordinary level of resilience 

and courage that continues to inspire admiration and respect. Beyond the battlefield, countless unnamed 

women provided logistical support, acted as informants, and nurtured the revolutionary spirit, highlighting 

the collective strength of Indian womanhood during a time of profound adversity. 

Preserving the stories of these remarkable women is not merely an act of historical documentation but also 

a moral responsibility. These narratives challenge the patriarchal biases that have often marginalized 

women’s contributions in mainstream historical accounts. By reclaiming their place in history, we not only 

honor their sacrifices but also ensure that future generations understand the depth of their commitment to 

the cause of freedom. Modern historians have made significant strides in uncovering these narratives, using 

oral histories, folk traditions, and local records to shed light on the indispensable role of women in the 

rebellion. However, much work remains to be done to bring their stories into broader public consciousness 

and academic discourse. 

The legacy of these women extends far beyond the rebellion itself. Their defiance of traditional gender roles 

and their fearless participation in the struggle for independence serve as a powerful source of inspiration for 

future generations. They embody the spirit of resilience, equality, and empowerment, reminding us that the 

fight for justice and freedom is not confined to any one gender. Today, their stories continue to inspire 

movements for women’s rights and social justice, serving as a beacon of hope and courage in the ongoing 

quest for equality. 

In conclusion, the participation of Indian women in the 1857 Rebellion exemplifies the extraordinary 

courage and determination that underpinned India’s fight for independence. Their sacrifices deserve not 

only recognition but also celebration, as they represent the strength and resilience of a nation striving for 

freedom. By preserving their stories and honoring their contributions, we keep alive the memory of their 

bravery, ensuring that their legacy remains an integral part of India’s historical and cultural identity 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                 © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2502122 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org b8 
 

References 

1. Murphy, K. P. (2022). Probabilistic machine learning: an introduction. MIT press. 

2. Bontempi, G., & Ben Taieb, S. (2021). Statistical foundations of machine learning. Brussels, 

Universite Libre de Bruxelles. 

3. Murphy, K. P. (2023). Probabilistic machine learning: Advanced topics. MIT press. 

4. Luo, C., Keshtegar, B., Zhu, S. P., Taylan, O., & Niu, X. P. (2022). Hybrid enhanced Monte Carlo 

simulation coupled with advanced machine learning approach for accurate and efficient structural 

reliability analysis. Computer Methods in Applied Mechanics and Engineering, 388, 114218. 

5. Luo, C., Keshtegar, B., Zhu, S. P., Taylan, O., & Niu, X. P. (2022). Hybrid enhanced Monte Carlo 

simulation coupled with advanced machine learning approach for accurate and efficient structural 

reliability analysis. Computer Methods in Applied Mechanics and Engineering, 388, 114218. 

6. Huijben, I. A., Kool, W., Paulus, M. B., & Van Sloun, R. J. (2022). A review of the gumbel-max trick 

and its extensions for discrete stochasticity in machine learning. IEEE transactions on pattern 

analysis and machine intelligence, 45(2), 1353-1371. 

7. Alizadehsani, R., Roshanzamir, M., Hussain, S., Khosravi, A., Koohestani, A., Zangooei, M. H., ... 

& Acharya, U. R. (2021). Handling of uncertainty in medical data using machine learning and 

probability theory techniques: A review of 30 years (1991–2020). Annals of Operations Research, 

1-42. 

8. Avand, M., & Moradi, H. (2021). Using machine learning models, remote sensing, and GIS to 

investigate the effects of changing climates and land uses on flood probability. Journal of 

Hydrology, 595, 125663. 

9. Mihaljević, B., Bielza, C., & Larrañaga, P. (2021). Bayesian networks for interpretable machine 

learning and optimization. Neurocomputing, 456, 648-665. 

10. Sahoh, B., & Choksuriwong, A. (2022). A proof-of-concept and feasibility analysis of using social 

sensors in the context of causal machine learning-based emergency management. Journal of Ambient 

Intelligence and Humanized Computing, 13(8), 3747-3763. 

11. Vashney, K. R. (2022). Trustworthy machine learning. Independently published. 

12. Hu, P., Bordignon, V., Kayaalp, M., & Sayed, A. H. (2023, June). Performance of social machine 

learning under limited data. In ICASSP 2023-2023 IEEE International Conference on Acoustics, 

Speech and Signal Processing (ICASSP) (pp. 1-5). IEEE. 

13. Avand, M., Kuriqi, A., Khazaei, M., & Ghorbanzadeh, O. (2022). DEM resolution effects on 

machine learning performance for flood probability mapping. Journal of Hydro-Environment 

Research, 40, 1-16. 

14. Makhlouf, K., Zhioua, S., & Palamidessi, C. (2021). On the applicability of machine learning 

fairness notions. ACM SIGKDD Explorations Newsletter, 23(1), 14-23. 

15. Murtza, I., Kim, J. Y., & Adnan, M. (2024). Predicting the Performance of Ensemble Classification 

Using Conditional Joint Probability. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                 © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 2 February 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2502122 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org b9 
 

16. Mazumder, R. K., Salman, A. M., & Li, Y. (2021). Failure risk analysis of pipelines using data-driven 

machine learning algorithms. Structural safety, 89, 102047. 

17. Afshari, S. S., Enayatollahi, F., Xu, X., & Liang, X. (2022). Machine learning-based methods in 

structural reliability analysis: A review. Reliability Engineering & System Safety, 219, 108223. 

18. Afshari, S. S., Enayatollahi, F., Xu, X., & Liang, X. (2022). Machine learning-based methods in 

structural reliability analysis: A review. Reliability Engineering & System Safety, 219, 108223. 

19. Hwang, S. H., Mangalathu, S., Shin, J., & Jeon, J. S. (2021). Machine learning-based approaches for 

seismic demand and collapse of ductile reinforced concrete building frames. Journal of Building 

Engineering, 34, 101905. 

20. Tomczak, J. M. (2024). Why deep generative modeling?. In Deep Generative Modeling (pp. 1-13). 

Cham: Springer International Publishing. 

21. Ramesh, T. R., Lilhore, U. K., Poongodi, M., Simaiya, S., Kaur, A., & Hamdi, M. (2022). Predictive 

analysis of heart diseases with machine learning approaches. Malaysian Journal of Computer 

Science, 132-148. 

22. Banino, A., Balaguer, J., & Blundell, C. (2021). Pondernet: Learning to ponder. arXiv preprint 

arXiv:2107.05407. 

23. Jung, A. (2022). Machine learning: the basics. Springer Nature. 

24. Kostrikov, I., Nair, A., & Levine, S. (2021). Offline reinforcement learning with implicit q-

learning. arXiv preprint arXiv:2110.06169. 

25. Hoshino, H., Li, J., Menon, A., Dolan, J. M., & Nakahira, Y. (2024). Autonomous Drifting Based on 

Maximal Safety Probability Learning. arXiv preprint arXiv:2409.03160. 

26. Yang, H. (2023). Mathematical Theory of Machine Learning Models for Estimating Probability 

Distributions. Princeton University. 

27. Abbaszadeh Shahri, A., Shan, C., & Larsson, S. (2022). A novel approach to uncertainty 

quantification in groundwater table modeling by automated predictive deep learning. Natural 

Resources Research, 31(3), 1351-1373. 

28. Sparapani, R., Spanbauer, C., & McCulloch, R. (2021). Nonparametric machine learning and 

efficient computation with Bayesian additive regression trees: The BART R package. Journal of 

Statistical Software, 97, 1-66. 

29. Bellemare, M. G., Dabney, W., & Rowland, M. (2023). Distributional reinforcement learning. MIT 

Press. 

30. Kaddour, J., Lynch, A., Liu, Q., Kusner, M. J., & Silva, R. (2022). Causal machine learning: A survey 

and open problems. arXiv preprint arXiv:2206.15475. 

31. Arumugam, D., Kumar, S., Gummadi, R., & Van Roy, B. (2024). Satisficing exploration for deep 

reinforcement learning. arXiv preprint arXiv:2407.12185. 

http://www.ijcrt.org/

