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Abstract:  Amitav Ghosh’s The Nutmeg’s Curse examines the strong links between colonialism, capitalism, 

and environmental harm, critiquing how these elements have influenced today’s ecological issues. By looking 

at the nutmeg trade in the 17th century and the harsh Dutch colonization of the Banda Islands, Ghosh connects 

the exploitation of natural resources in the past to current environmental damage. This paper will explore the 

link between The Nutmeg’s Curse and the history of colonialism and its impact on today's environmental 

issues. Ghosh's story shows how the exploitation of nature and native populations during colonial times set 

the stage for the environmental damage and capitalist growth we see now. The book critiques historical 

wrongs while also highlighting how these past actions continue to cause inequality and ecological damage in 

the Anthropocene. Ghosh critiques the Anthropocene, suggesting its origins are in long-standing colonial 

exploitation and capitalist growth, which still negatively affect marginalized communities and ecosystems. 

By comparing this work to his other book, The Great Derangement, and postcolonial ecological writings by 

authors like Arundhati Roy and Vandana Shiva, Ghosh’s ideas are placed in a wider literary framework. In 

the end, this paper argues that The Nutmeg’s Curse urges a fundamental reevaluation of humanity’s 

connection with nature and the global economy, providing valuable insights into current environmental and 

geopolitical discussions. 
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Amitav Ghosh is a key modern writer who tackles important topics like history, colonialism, 

migration, and environmental issues. He skillfully connects stories that go beyond time and place, often 

examining how humans relate to nature and the effects of imperialism. His earlier books, like the Ibis Trilogy, 

explore the links between colonial economies, the environment, and human pain. In his latest works, Ghosh 

turns his attention to the Anthropocene, a time marked by major human influence on the planet's ecosystems. 

Mondal quotes : 

Amitav Ghosh has established himself as one of the most significant Indian writers of his generation. 

His work has earned considerable critical acclaim in the Indian subcontinent, Europe, America and 

indeed much of the world. His major novels have been translated into a number of languages and 

rewarded with literary prizes. (163) 

The Nutmeg’s Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis by Amitav Ghosh provides a deep 

foundation for Anthropocene and colonial history. Ghosh exposes a hidden history that has been obscured by 

the solely European perspective on colonial times through his retelling of parables. But that same history is 

now disintegrating to expose the horrifying the early colonising powers' omnicidal project's progression. We 

can also pinpoint the location of the philosophy that has strengthened the thrust of these forces using the 

mapping of anthropogenic activities. The works focuses on stories related to the causes of environmental 

problems. Europeans believed they had the authority to wipe out tribes and harm the natural homes of plants 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                       © 2025 IJCRT | Volume 13, Issue 1 January 2025 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2501080 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org a730 
 

and animals. Ghosh argues that colonialism is a key factor in today's environmental decline because these 

actions created significant disruptions in ecosystems. 

 In the non-fiction, Ghosh delves into the links between colonialism and the current environmental 

damage caused by climate change. He uses the nutmeg, a simple spice that was crucial to the global economy 

during European colonial times, to analyze how resource exploitation during colonialism laid the groundwork 

for today’s ecological problems. The book provides a stark reminder that the same patterns of control, 

extraction, and violence that drove colonial expansion are still evident in modern capitalist practices, 

worsening ecological crises around the globe. 

Amitav Ghosh's The Nutmeg's Curse offers a profound exploration of the intricate connections 

between colonialism, capitalism, and the Anthropocene, highlighting how these forces have shaped not only 

human history but also the natural world. Ghosh argues that the exploitation of natural resources and the 

marginalization of indigenous cultures are not isolated phenomena; rather, they are deeply intertwined 

processes that have evolved over centuries. 

At the heart of Ghosh's narrative is the historical event surrounding the discovery of nutmeg in 

Indonesia's Banda Islands. This seemingly innocuous spice became a catalyst for a colonial rush that had 

devastating consequences for the local population. The demand for nutmeg, driven by European powers 

eager to capitalize on its value, led to the violent subjugation and genocide of the indigenous people. Ghosh 

meticulously details how this exploitation was not merely an economic endeavor but a systematic erasure of 

cultures and communities, laying the groundwork for the broader patterns of resource extraction that 

characterize modern capitalism. 

Ghosh connects these historical injustices to contemporary issues, arguing that the legacy of 

colonialism continues to influence our current environmental crises. The relentless pursuit of profit has 

resulted in the degradation of ecosystems and the exacerbation of climate change, with marginalized 

communities often bearing the brunt of these impacts. By tracing the lineage of exploitation from the colonial 

era to the present day, Ghosh underscores the urgent need to confront the historical roots of our 

environmental challenges. 

In addition to historical analysis, Ghosh weaves in cultural stories and ecological observations, 

enriching his argument with a multifaceted perspective. He emphasizes that the relationship between humans 

and the environment is complex and dynamic, shaped by cultural narratives, economic systems, and 

ecological realities. Through this lens, Ghosh calls for a reevaluation of our relationship with the Earth, 

urging readers to recognize the interconnectedness of all life and the importance of respecting indigenous 

knowledge and practices. 

The Nutmeg's Curse serves as a powerful reminder of the consequences of colonialism and capitalism 

on both people and the planet. Ghosh's work challenges us to rethink our values and priorities, advocating 

for a more equitable and sustainable future that honors the wisdom of those who have long lived in harmony 

with the land. In doing so, he not only sheds light on the past but also inspires a collective movement towards 

healing and reconciliation with the Earth. 

A qualitative approach is used for the English Literature research paper, focusing on textual analysis 

and literary theory to examine themes, motifs, and literary techniques. The study looks at primary sources 

like literary works and original documents, as well as secondary sources such as critical essays and academic 

publications. Data collection includes close reading, context exploration, intertextual analysis, and discourse 

analysis.  

This research paper seeks to investigate the connections between the Anthropocene and colonial 

issues in Amitav Ghosh's "The Nutmeg's Curse: Parables for a Planet in Crisis." It looks at how Ghosh 

critiques and questions the main ideas of colonialism, capitalism, and environmental harm. The paper also 

explores how he combines historical, cultural, and ecological elements to depict the Anthropocene, 

enhancing our understanding of how colonialism, capitalism, and environmental damage are linked. 

  

Ghosh connects the current global crisis to a historical event known as the Dutch Massacre of 1621, 

set against the backdrop of the COVID-19 pandemic. This massacre led to the harsh exploitation of both 

people and nature by Western imperial powers. Ghosh notes that the Banda islands were abundant in nutmeg, 

which prompted European settlers to attack the Bandalese to seize control of nutmeg plantations. Dutch 

officials believed that trade could not exist without conflict “There can be no trade without war” (Ghosh 42). 
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The surviving Bandalese fled to the forests, seeking refuge among the spirits of nature. The trade initiated by 

European settlers, along with the genocide of the Bandalese, laid the groundwork for ongoing ecological 

issues. Today’s environmental challenges stem from a mechanical worldview that sees nature merely as a 

resource for human use. The movement of nutmeg from its native islands to economic hubs reflects a broader 

colonial mindset that rationalizes ecological exploitation, contributing to geopolitical tensions and ongoing 

planetary crises.  

Ghosh's book serves as a stark warning to those who dismiss non-human animals as savage entities to 

be controlled and view the world as an inanimate object. To address this issue, Ghosh proposes potential 

solutions to mitigate the climate crisis. He suggests that methods employed by native populations and 

narrators could play a vital role in revitalizing "Gaia" to its full strength. 

Timothy Luke introduces the Earth First idea to explore a biocentric view on solving life-related 

problems. He talks about the Earth First movement : 

Earth First! pursues goals that are not mainly economic; instead it consciously 

struggles over the power to socially construct new identities, to create democratic 

spaces for autonomous social action, and to reinterpret norms and reshape institutions 

(30). 

 

Due to its unique shape and composition, nutmeg is regarded as a remarkable fruit. This fruit, of great 

importance, was cherished by many, leading to its desirability and attracting individuals from distant lands. 

In their pursuit of these spices, which possess numerous medicinal properties, the Dutch overlooked the 

fundamental principles that underpin human existence: mutual respect and brotherhood. 

The craving and need for spices like nutmeg, clove, and mace led to the annihilation of entire 

populations, particularly in the Banda Islands. The uneven distribution of fossil fuels and other resources 

across the globe by Gaia, in her 'monstrous form' during and after volcanic eruptions, resulted in certain areas 

being more suitable for specific plantations or wildlife than others. For example, the Java islands and regions 

near Mount Gunung Api were ideal for cultivating nutmeg, mace, and clove. The native inhabitants viewed 

this as a blessing, believing that revered living entities like Mount Gunung Api in the Banda Islands had 

bestowed these resources upon them. 

The arrival of Dutch and Portuguese explorers to the Banda and Java islands, seeking to exploit natural 

resources, posed a threat to the indigenous Bandanese people's way of life and beliefs. In response, the locals, 

armed only with rudimentary agricultural tools, fought to protect their spiritual traditions. The absence of a 

centralized leadership exacerbated their plight, resulting in disjointed yet impactful defensive and offensive 

actions. Various European powers, including the Dutch and Portuguese, attempted to access the islands' spice 

trade. However, they were either repelled by the natives' fierce resistance or driven away by unexplained 

circumstances. Despite their primitive weapons, the islanders' brutal counterattacks proved effective in 

deterring foreign incursions. 

The transportation of nutmeg and other spices from their origin to various destinations created a 

complex geopolitical situation that sparked conflicts. The journey by sea, the only available route, posed 

challenges in preserving the spices and preventing theft. Nutmeg was so valuable that even a small quantity 

could purchase luxuries like an opulent house in England. The history of the Banda Islands exemplifies how 

conquest and geopolitical supremacy played crucial roles in the development of capitalism, which has 

consistently operated as a war-driven economy. Furthermore, it can be argued that the military and 

geopolitical dominance of Western empires enabled small groups to exert control over vast populations, 

influencing their beliefs and environments. 

Capitalism lies at the heart of the current global environmental crises. The methods and practices that 

began to disrupt the ecological balance in the 1600s threatened to destroy both human and non-human 

civilizations. The novel portrays an extensive narrative of capitalism and its conquests, not only in the Banda 

Islands but worldwide, demonstrating that the roots of climate change can be traced back to humanity's 

insatiable desire to exploit nature for personal gain. 

While writing the book during the height of Covid-19, with the sound of ambulances constantly nearby 

due to a local hospital, he felt as if a non-human force, the virus, was acting on a global level. It seemed to 

create a haunting presence, seeking to retaliate against Nature and the environment for years of neglect and 

harm. He believed that the only way to help people grasp the dire situation of the indigenous communities 

and the innocent, nurturing Mother Nature was to let them experience their own suffering, where everything 

causing pain and death was hidden, unfamiliar, and unpredictable. He explains how climate change is linked 

to the COVID-19 pandemic:  
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There is of course no direct causal relation between climate change and the Covid–COVID-

19 pandemic; they are not unrelated issues either. Just as global warming is the result of ever-

increasing economic activity; it is clear now that outbreaks of infectious diseases are also a 

hidden cost of economic development brought about by changing land use and human 

intrusions upon wildlife habitats. (Ghosh 133) 

Ghosh has pointed out that the pandemic has hit the poor harder in developed countries, especially in 

the US, compared to the rich. This inequality is linked to factors like capitalism, racism, and colonial history. 

He looks back to when European nations explored unknown seas to find spices controlled by the Venetians, 

showing how the Anthropocene, capitalism, racism, and colonialism are connected. One example is nutmeg, 

which was common in the Banda Islands but considered a luxury item in Europe. The title of the book refers 

to how a natural treasure on an island group in the Indian Ocean can become a curse for the local people, 

similar to the forbidden apple. The Nutmeg tree is special to these islands, formed after the "Gunung Api" 

volcanic eruption. However, nutmeg has spread to other areas, just like stories do. Ghosh asserts that for 

dominating the market how they treated the locals: 

It is not known for sure how many Bandalese survived the massacre of 1621. Coen was a Dutch 

governor who imposed colonial authority over the Banda islands and it was all his design to 

have a monopoly market over the nutmeg by killing whoever came on the way. Coen himself 

believed that no more than a few hundred fugitives escaped from the Bandas (Ghosh 41). 

The idea of double domination over nature and marginalized communities, as explained by Indian 

ecologist Vandana Shiva, continues in development projects shaped by a human-centered perspective, “In 

fact, however water, soil fertility, and genetic wealth are considerably diminished as a result of the 

development process” (93). 

 

Conclusion 

Ghosh identifies the recent pandemic as a prime illustration of the 'hidden cost' associated with 

economic development, which is driven by 'changing land use' and 'human encroachments' into wildlife 

habitats. He posits that a persistent characteristic of climate change is the relative insulation of the West from 

the most severe consequences of global crises. Furthermore, he argues that it is a fallacy to assume that 

Western nations will remain well-governed and stable while poorer countries succumb to the pressures of 

climate-related challenges. Ghosh skillfully links the history of the Anthropocene to colonialism and 

immigration, a theme he explored in The Nutmeg Curse. His storytelling brings the history of climate change 

and the Anthropocene to life, filled with energy and depth. 

Throughout Nutmeg's journey, non-human events become more visible and react to human actions. 

Nutmeg transforms into a traveler in a symbolic way, influencing the lives and fates of everyone it encounters. 

Ghosh's dedication to storytelling has shaped the multi-layered narrative about the history of the 

Anthropocene. 
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