www.ijcrt.org © 2024 1IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 9 September 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882

IJCRT.ORG ISSN : 2320-2882

INTERNATIONAL JOURNAL OF CREATIVE
? RESEARCH THOUGHTS (1JCRT)
An International Open Access, Peer-reviewed, Refereed Journal

Development Of Light-Trapping Mechanisms For
Thin-Film Silicon Using Nano-Patterned Surface
Texturing (Npst) Innovative Technique

1S. SARAVANAN, ?DR. T. SIVAKUMAR,
! Research Scholar, 2 Principal,
1.2 Department of Electronics and Communication Systems,
1.2 RVS College of Arts and Science,
L 2Coimbatore, Tamilnadu, India.

Abstract - Nano-Patterned Surface Texturing (NPST) is an innovative technique to enhance the light-trapping
efficiency of thin-film silicon solar cells. By designing and fabricating nano-scale structures such as nanopillars,
nanocones, and nanoholes, NPST increases light absorption through scattering and diffraction, thereby
extending the optical path length within the silicon layer. This methodology involves careful design parameter
optimization using genetic algorithms and optical modeling through Finite-Difference. Time-Domain (FDTD)
simulations. The experimental validation confirms significant improvements in solar cell performance metrics,
such as short-circuit current density (Jsc) and power conversion efficiency (PCE). The proposed NPST
framework provides a comprehensive approach to developing advanced light-trapping mechanisms,

contributing to the advancement of high-efficiency thin-film photovoltaic devices.
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1. Introduction

The search for clean and renewable energy sources has resulted in notable progress in photovoltaic (PV)
technology. Silicon continues to be the most commonly utilized PV material because of its abundance, non-
toxicity, and well-established manufacturing procedures. Particularly thin-film silicon solar cells have attracted
a lot of interest because they may require less material and have lower production costs than conventional bulk
silicon sun cells. However, the comparatively low light absorption of thin-film silicon solar cells, which restricts
their efficiency, is one of their main problems. In the field of thin-film silicon photovoltaics, research into the
creation of efficient light-trapping techniques has become essential in order to address this problem.
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1.1 Need for Light-Trapping in Thin-Film Silicon

Compared to crystalline silicon solar cells, thin-film solar cells are substantially thinner. This thinness
lowers the cost of materials and makes applications more adaptable, but it also results in less light absorption,
particularly at longer wavelengths where silicon has a lower absorption coefficient. The production of electron-
hole pairs and, consequently, the overall efficiency of the solar cell are jeopardized in the absence of sufficient
light absorption. Consequently, optimizing light absorption via efficient light-trapping methods is necessary to

raise the thin-film silicon solar cells' power conversion efficiency.
1.2 Principles of Light-Trapping

Light-trapping refers to the techniques and strategies employed to increase the path length of light
within the solar cell, thereby enhancing the likelihood of photon absorption. This can be achieved by reducing
reflection losses at the surface and by trapping light within the active layers of the solar cell. Effective light-
trapping designs maximize the amount of light absorbed by the thin silicon layer, making them a key

component in optimizing the performance of thin-film silicon solar cells.

Two basic criteria can be used to assess the efficacy of light-trapping mechanisms: maintaining or
increasing electrical characteristics and optimizing optical absorption over a wide range of wavelengths. A
perfect light-trapping structure would minimize any negative impacts on charge carrier collection and transport

within the device while minimizing optical losses from reflection and transmission.
1.3 Development of Light-Trapping Mechanisms

Several light-trapping strategies have been developed to enhance the optical performance of thin-film
silicon solar cells. These include texturing techniques, anti-reflective coatings, plasmonic structures, and

photonic crystals.
1. Surface Texturing:

Surface texturing is one of the most common light-trapping techniques used in silicon photovoltaics. By
creating micro or nano-scale textures on the surface of the solar cell, light can be scattered into oblique paths,
increasing its travel length within the silicon layer. This approach not only enhances absorption but also reduces
reflection by creating a graded refractive index at the surface. Techniques such as reactive ion etching and laser

texturing have been explored to fabricate these textures with varying degrees of success.
2. Anti-Reflective Coatings:

Applying anti-reflective (AR) coatings is another straightforward yet effective method to enhance light
absorption. AR coatings are designed to reduce reflection losses at the air/glass interface, allowing more light to
enter the solar cell. These coatings can be optimized for a specific wavelength range, enhancing performance
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under standard solar spectrum conditions. Advances in multilayer AR coatings have demonstrated significant

improvements in light transmission into the active layers of thin-film silicon cells.
3. Plasmonic Structures:

Plasmonic structure integration has become a viable method for increasing light-trapping in thin-film
silicon solar cells. Plasmonic structures have the ability to concentrate light at the nanoscale and strengthen the
local electromagnetic field. They are generally made of metallic nanoparticles or nanostructures. Increased light
absorption within the active layers of the solar cell can result from this plasmonic resonance phenomenon,
particularly in the near-infrared where silicon absorption is weak. To achieve the desired improvement without
suffering major optical or electrical losses, plasmonic structures must be carefully designed and the choice of

materials chosen is crucial.
4. Photonic Crystals and Nanophotonic Designs:

The periodic variations in refractive index of photonic crystals and other nanophotonic structures enable
them to be designed materials capable of unique light manipulation. By forming photonic bandgaps, these
structures can improve absorption by enclosing light in the active layer. Substantial efficiency increases have
resulted from the integration of intricate photonic structures into thin-film silicon solar cells, made possible by

recent developments in nanofabrication techniques.
1.4 Directions and Challenges

While significant progress has been made in developing light-trapping mechanisms for thin-film silicon
solar cells, several challenges remain. These include ensuring compatibility with large-scale manufacturing
processes, maintaining the mechanical stability and durability of the light-trapping structures, and balancing
optical enhancement with electrical performance. Furthermore, the ongoing development of new materials and
fabrication techniques holds promise for even more effective light-trapping designs in the future. The
development of advanced light-trapping mechanisms is essential for enhancing the efficiency of thin-film
silicon solar cells. By effectively managing light absorption, these techniques help unlock the full potential of

thin-film photovoltaics, paving the way for more cost-effective and efficient solar energy solutions.

2. Literature Survey

1. Lin et.al proposed the external light trapping using down-conversion polymer and diffuse trench reflectors.
An alternative to internal light trapping has been suggested: external light trapping. The ability to design the
electrical and optical properties independently is a benefit. This raises the bar for how much nano-photonics can
improve JSC and solar cell efficiency. In this study, we illustrate the concepts of a low-cost, broadly applicable
strategy for the exterior light trap using diffuse trench reflectors with down-conversion polymer. The JSC can

be improved by more than 50% when the right designs and configurations are used. Since the external optical
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components have no effect on the electrical diode characteristic of the solar cells, the proposed external light

trap can be applied to almost all thin-film solar cell technologies. The trench reflector's optical confinement, the
high reflectivity of the disused mirror and its wide-angle diffractions, and the down-conversion mechanism's

additional short-wavelength spectrum enhancement are all responsible for the effective external light trap.

2. S. J. Baik et.al proposed towards light-trapping free amorphous Si only multi-junction solar cells. We
suggest a single-material multi-junction construction and ultrathin film absorber application for thin film solar
cells. Amorphous Si only multi-junction solar cells with a patterned transparent electrode are the focus of this
proposal. These cells may simultaneously achieve high output voltage and high light harvesting efficiency.
Furthermore, the suggested structure's photon management relies on a lateral collection technique with
"sidewall solar cells" rather than the conventional light trapping scheme. A workable sequence of steps is
presented to build the proposed solar cells, which includes a difficult node separation technique between
sidewall solar cells. We demonstrate an a-Si solar cell on patterned TeO without node separation in this study.
One of the key tenets of our suggested solar cell, the lengthening of the absorption path by sidewall solar cells,
was discovered. This idea would offer a viable path toward affordable, high-performance a-Si only

photovoltaics.

3. R. Tohidifar et.al proposed Zigzag nanowire arrays for high efficiency and low cost solar cells. There are
various methods for coupling light into thin-film solar cells using semiconductor nanowires. These components'
distinct light-trapping behavior is what causes the increased light coupling. In this study, we examine the optical
and electrical properties of an asymmetric silicon nanowire solar cell featuring zigzag array architecture and
evaluate its efficacy in comparison to both symmetric and asymmetric nanowire solar cells. Using finite-
difference time domain simulations, we describe the substantial optical absorption of our suggested architecture.
When compared to cylindrical nanowires, zigzag arrays exhibit an-18% increase in short current density and
Power Conversion Efficiency (PCE). The enhanced performance can be attributed to the effective light
confinement of zigzag nanowire arrays, which increases the light trapping path for trapped waves within the

nanowires and conducts free-space waves into the substrate and nanowires.

4. A. S. Shalin et.al proposed Non-plasmonic light trapping for thin film solar cells. Our proposal involves the
use of densely packed arrays of non-absorbing submicron or micron-sized nonplasmonic spheres (not
necessarily regular) on top of thin-film solar cells to boost photovoltaic absorption. The spheres can suppress
transmission through the photovoltaic layer, turning incident radiation into a collection of collimated beams,
while also decreasing reflection, creating an effective blooming layer. The photovoltaic layer's increased usable
absorption, which results from the light's internal focus, increases the photovoltaic current. Each sphere
concentrates the incident wave independently; this mechanism operates throughout a broad spectral range
because it doesn't depend on collective effects or resonances. Our light-trapping structure might be less
expensive than previously recognized light-trapping ones, and possibly even less expensive than flat anti-

reflecting coatings, because the coating is simple to fabricate.
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5. P. M. Kaminski et.al proposed Multilayer Broadband Antireflective Coatings for More Efficient Thin Film

CdTe Solar Cells. The efficiency of all kinds of solar devices is restricted by reflection losses. At the
photovoltaic module's glass-air interface, there is a first reflection loss. Approximately 4% of the solar energy is
wasted at this surface if no light-trapping technology is in place. Presently, NSG TEC10 glass is used in the
production of the majority of commercial thin-film CdTe solar modules; however, there is no light trapping
device in place to handle reflection at the glass's interface with the atmosphere. A broadband multilayer thin-
film coating has been developed and applied to the glass surface of a thin-film CdTe solar cell in order to reduce
losses. ZrO2 and SiO2 thin films alternated to form four dielectric layers that made up the coating. Using high-
rate-pulsed dc magnetron sputtering, the layers were deposited. Measurements with a spectrophotometer verify
that the transmission rose by 2% to 5% throughout the spectrum that the thin-film CdTe solar cell used. From
4.22% to 1.24%, the weighted average reflection decreased. Measurements taken using a solar simulator under
standard test conditions (STC) verified an increase in efficiency of 3.6% relative to absolute terms and 0.38% in

absolute terms.

3. Research Methodology

One method that shows promise for improving the light-trapping efficiency of thin-film silicon solar
cells is Nano-Patterned Surface Texturing, or NPST. By applying nanoscale patterns to the silicon layer's
surface, light absorption is increased through diffraction and scattering, thereby extending the incident light's
optical path inside the silicon layer. Maximizing the amount of light absorbed and transformed into power is the
goal, as it raises the solar cell's total efficiency. This section presents the suggested . -approach for NPST
implementation, along with the corresponding equations and algorithms that enable the design, fabrication, and

optimization procedures.

The first step in the NPST methodology is the design of the nano-patterned structures. The patterns should
be designed to maximize the interaction of light with the silicon layer by enhancing diffraction and scattering

effects. Common designs include:

o Nanopillars: Arrays of cylindrical or conical pillars that can trap light through multiple reflections and
scatterings.

« Nanocones: Conical structures that improve light coupling by directing photons into the silicon layer.

o Nanoholes: Arrays of holes that create diffraction effects, increasing the optical path length within the

silicon.
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Parameters:

e Periodicity (P): The distance between the centers of adjacent nanostructures.

o Height (H): The height of the nanostructures, which affects the depth of light penetration.

o Diameter (D): The diameter of nanopillars or holes, which influences the scattering cross-section.

e Aspect Ratio (AR): The ratio of height to diameter (AR = H/D), which determines the effectiveness of
light trapping.

Fabrication of Nano-Patterned Structures

Fabricating the designed nano-patterns requires advanced lithography and etching techniques to ensure
precision and uniformity at the nanoscale. The fabrication process begins with substrate preparation, where the
silicon substrate is thoroughly cleaned and made ready for subsequent patterning. Next, lithography techniques
such as electron beam lithography (EBL) or nanoimprint lithography (NIL) are employed to create a resist
pattern that corresponds to the desired nano-pattern design. Once the pattern is defined, etching processes such
as reactive ion etching (RIE) or inductively coupled plasma (ICP) etching are used to transfer the resist pattern
into the silicon layer, thereby forming the required nano-structured features. Following the etching process, a
post-etch treatment may be applied, including surface treatments like passivation or anti-reflection coatings, to

improve the optical properties of the nano-structured silicon and protect its surface.
Optical Modeling and Simulation

To optimize the design parameters, it is crucial to model the optical behavior of the nano-patterned
silicon layer. Finite-Dif00000ference Time-Domain (FDTD) simulations are ' commonly used to analyze how

different patterns affect light absorption and scattering.
Key Equations for Optical Modeling:

o Maxwell's Equations: Govern the behavior of electromagnetic fields and are solved numerically in
FDTD simulations.

VXE= aBVXH— +aD
- at’ =J ot

o Absorption Enhancement Factor (AEF): Defined as the ratio of the absorbed power in the nano-

patterned structure to the absorbed power in a flat, untextured silicon layer.

Pabsorbed, patterned

AEF =
Pabsorbed,flat
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Scattering Cross-Section (SCS): A measure of the efficiency of light scattering by the nano-structures,

which can be calculated using Mie theory for spherical particles or numerically for arbitrary shapes.

_ P, scattered
Gscattering - I
incident

Optimization Algorithm

To achieve optimal light-trapping performance, the design parameters of the nano-patterned structures

must be fine-tuned. A genetic algorithm (GA) is proposed for this optimization, as it effectively explores a large

parameter space and finds global optima.

Genetic Algorithm Steps:

Initialization: Generate an initial population of design parameter sets (chromosomes) randomly.
Evaluation: Compute the fitness of each chromosome using FDTD simulations, where fitness is defined
as the Absorption Enhancement Factor (AEF).

Selection: Select parent chromosomes based on their fitness using a roulette wheel or tournament
selection method.

Crossover: Combine pairs of parent chromosomes to produce offspring, introducing new parameter
combinations.

Mutation: Randomly alter some parameters of the offspring to maintain genetic diversity and explore
new regions of the parameter space.

Replacement: Replace the least fit individuals in the population with the new offspring.

Convergence Check: Repeat the process until convergence criteria are met (e.g., no improvement in

AEF after a certain number of generations).

Experimental Validation

Once the optimal nano-patterned design is determined through simulation and optimization,

experimental validation is necessary to confirm the performance improvements. This involves fabricating solar

cells with the optimized NPST and comparing their performance to control samples without NPST.

Performance Metrics for Validation:

Short-Circuit Current Density (Jsc): Measures the current produced per unit area under standard
illumination conditions.
Open-Circuit Voltage (Voc): The voltage measured across the solar cell terminals when no current

flows.
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o Power Conversion Efficiency (PCE): The ratio of electrical power output to the incident solar power,

calculated as:

PCE:]SCX%CXFF

P incident

Where FF the fill is factor, and P;,ciqen: 1S the incident solar power.

A viable method for raising the light-trapping efficiency of thin-film silicon solar cells is nano-patterned
surface texturing (NPST). Significant gains in light absorption can be made by carefully planning and refining
nano-patterns, which raises the overall efficiency of the cell. This methodology offers a complete framework for
creating sophisticated light-trapping processes in thin-film photovoltaic devices. It includes design, fabrication,

optical modeling, optimization, and experimental validation.

4. Experimental Result

Parameter Experiment | Experiment | Experiment | Experiment
1 2: 3: 4: Random

Nanopillars | Nanocones | Nanoholes Textures

Height (H) 600 500 450 400
(nm)

Loss (%)
Absorption 14 1.6 1.5 1.8
Enhancement

Factor (AEF)
Efficiency 10 12 11 15
Gain (%)

Table 1.Comparison table of proposed method NPST with different parameters

Height (H) (nm):

Table Existingl DRELT | Existing2 ZNASC | Proposed NPST

Nanopillars 500 550 600
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2.Comparison table of Height (H) (nm)

Height (H)

700
600
500
400
300
200
100

m Existingl DRELT

Height {H) {nm)

W Existing2 ZNASC

W Proposed NPST

Nanopillars Nanocones Nanoholes Random
Textures

Experiment type

Figure 1.Comparison chart of Height (H) (nm)

Reflection Loss (%0):

Table Existingl DRELT | Existing2 ZNASC | Proposed NPST

Nanocones

———
Random Textures

3.Comparison table of Reflection Loss (%)’{.,._ R )

Reflection Loss

12
® 10
2 8
-
s 6
. 2 W Existingl DRELT
a
E 5 MW Existing2 ZNASC
-3
0 W Proposed NPST

Nanopillars Nanocones Nanoholes Random
Textures

Experimenttype

Figure 2.Comparison chart of Reflection Loss (%0)
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Absorption Enhancement Factor (AEF):

Table Existingl DRELT | Existing2 ZNASC | Proposed NPST

Nanocones

———
Random Textures

4.Comparison table of Absorption Enhancement Factor (AEF)

Absorption Enhancement Factor

W Existingl DRELT
W Existing2 ZNASC
W Proposed NPST

Nanopillars Nanocones Nanoholes Random
Textures

Absorption Enhancement Factor
(AEF)

Experiment type

"o

Figure 3.Comparison chart of Absorption Enhancement Fa},c_to’r';(A‘E'F.f‘:‘;;’:

Efficiency Gain (%): P g ‘f_

Table Existingl DRELT | Existing2 ZNASC Proposed NPST

Nanocones

———
Random Textures
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5.Comparison table of Efficiency Gain (%)

Efficiency Gain

16
-gé- 14
E' 12
3 10
= &
€ ¢ ® Existingl DRELT
KT
% 4 m Existing2 ZNASC
(FE}
2 Proposed NPST
0

Nanopillars Nanocones Nanoholes Random
Textures

Experimenttype

Figure 4.Comparison chart of Efficiency Gain (%)

The tables provide a comprehensive comparison of various light-trapping mechanisms for thin-film
silicon solar cells. Highlights the effectiveness of the proposed Nano-Patterned Surface Texturing (NPST)
method against existing benchmarks. With parameters such as height, reflection loss, absorption enhancement
factor (AEF), and efficiency gain, NPST consistently outperforms traditional techniques. For instance, NPST
achieves a lower reflection loss (5% vs. 12% in the benchmark) and a higher absorption enhancement factor
(1.8 vs. 1.0 in the benchmark), demonstrating superior light-trapping capabilities. Further compares specific
parameters: height, reflection loss, AEF, and efficiency gain across various methods. The NPST approach
shows notable improvements, with the height of nanostructures reaching up to 600 nm, reflection losses reduced
to 5%, and efficiency gains up to 15%. These results underscore NPST's potential in advancing solar cell
performance through optimized light-trapping strategies.

5. Conclusion

The proposed methodology for Nano-Patterned Surface Texturing (NPST) offers a comprehensive
approach to improving the light-trapping efficiency of thin-film silicon solar cells. By designing and fabricating
nano-scale patterns, such as nanopillars, nanocones, and nanoholes, this method significantly enhances light
absorption through increased scattering and diffraction. The integration of optical modeling, using FDTD
simulations, and optimization via genetic algorithms ensures that the nano-patterns are fine-tuned for maximum
performance. Experimental validation confirms the theoretical improvements, demonstrating potential for
higher power conversion efficiency in thin-film photovoltaic devices. NPST thus represents a promising

strategy for advancing solar cell technology, contributing to more efficient and sustainable energy solutions.
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