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Abstract: Cordyceps sinensis (Berk.) Sacc. popularly known as Yarsagumba among Nepali communities, 

is a parasitic fungus of remarkable medicinal and economic value. This review highlights its phytochemical 

profile and ethnobotanical relevance within the Himalayan belt. The fungus contains key bioactive 

compounds such as cordycepin, adenosine, polysaccharides, and sterols, which are responsible for its broad 

spectrum of pharmacological effects—including immunomodulatory, antioxidant, and anticancer activities. 

Traditionally, C. sinensis has been used in regions like Darjeeling, Sikkim, Nepal, and surrounding 

Himalayan areas to treat respiratory ailments, physical weakness, and as a natural aphrodisiac. Beyond its 

medicinal use, it significantly contributes to the livelihoods of high-altitude Nepali communities, serving as 

a vital source of income. Nevertheless, issues like overharvesting and ecological stress threaten its long-

term availability. This review emphasizes the need for a balanced approach that combines traditional 

knowledge with modern scientific research to promote the sustainable use of C. sinensis.  
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1. Introduction  
Cordyceps sinensis (Berk.) Sacc., currently classified as Ophiocordyceps sinensis (Sung et al, 2007), is an 

entomopathogenic fungus endemic to the alpine meadows of the Himalayan and Tibetan Plateau regions, 

including Nepal, Bhutan, India (including Himachal Pradesh and Sikkim), and southwestern China 

(Shrestha & Bawa, 2013; Cannon et al, 2009; Winkler, 2009). It parasitizes the subterranean larvae of ghost 

moths (Hepialidae), primarily species within the genus Thitarodes (Zhou et al, 2009). This unique fungus 

thrives in high-altitude environments ranging from 3,000 to 5,000 meters above sea level, forming an 

essential component of alpine meadow ecosystems (Winkler, 2009). 

In Nepali language, Ophiocordyceps sinensis is commonly referred to as Yarsagumba, meaning “summer 

grass, winter worm,” a phrase that reflects its unique life cycle and morphology, where the fungal stroma 

emerges from the mummified host larva during early summer (Devkota, 2006). Over the years, O. sinensis 

has garnered increasing attention due to its significant medicinal properties and high commercial value 

across Asia (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013; Liu et al, 2015).  

This fungus has been a cornerstone of traditional medicinal systems such as Traditional Chinese Medicine 

(TCM), Tibetan medicine, and indigenous Himalayan healing practices for centuries (Shrestha & Bawa, 

2013). It is widely used to treat ailments like fatigue, respiratory disorders, renal dysfunction, and 

reproductive issues, and is also considered a general health tonic (Winkler, 2009; Stone, 2008). 

The pharmacological importance of C. sinensis lies in its diverse array of bioactive compounds, including 

cordycepin (3′-deoxyadenosine), adenosine, polysaccharides, sterols, mannitol, and various amino acids 
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(Liu et al, 2015; Paterson, 2008). These compounds exhibit immunomodulatory, antioxidant, anti-

inflammatory, hepatoprotective, nephroprotective, and anticancer properties (Zhu et al, 1998; Das et al, 

2010). Notably, cordycepin has been shown to induce apoptosis in cancer cells and suppress tumor growth 

in vitro and in vivo (Tuli et al, 2013). 

Economically, C. sinensis plays a vital role in the livelihoods of high-altitude communities, particularly in 

Nepal, Bhutan, and Indian Himalayan states. The seasonal harvest of Yarsagumba has become one of the 

most lucrative sources of cash income in remote rural areas, sometimes earning it the moniker "Himalayan 

Viagra" due to its reputed aphrodisiac qualities (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013; Negi et al, 2016). The economic 

value of C. sinensis in India is estimated to be over ₹500 crore (approximately 50 billion INR) annually, 

driven by its high demand in traditional medicine and international markets (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013; 

Koirala et al., 2016).  

However, the increasing demand and unregulated harvesting have led to serious conservation concerns. 

Overexploitation, habitat degradation, and climate change are causing declines in its natural populations 

(Yang et al, 2011; Cannon et al, 2009). As a result, C. sinensis has been listed as a vulnerable species by the 

IUCN (2017). Sustainable harvesting practices, habitat management, and community-based conservation 

initiatives have been recommended to mitigate the threats to this ecologically and economically significant 

fungus (Weckerle et al, 2010). 

2. Phytochemistry  

The pharmacological activities of Cordyceps sinensis are primarily attributed to its diverse range of 

bioactive compounds, which include nucleosides (cordycepin and adenosine), polysaccharides, sterols, 

proteins, and cyclic peptides (Liu et al, 2015; Zhou et al, 2009). 

Among these, cordycepin (3′-deoxyadenosine) is one of the most extensively studied compounds due to its 

broad-spectrum bioactivities, including anti-inflammatory, antitumor, and immunomodulatory properties 

(Paterson, 2008; Das et al, 2010). Adenosine, another major nucleoside, plays a critical role in regulating 

cardiovascular and nervous system functions (Zhou et al, 2009). 

In addition, the fungus contains essential amino acids, vitamins (such as B12 and K), and trace elements 

that enhance its nutritional and therapeutic value (Liu et al, 2015; Sharma et al, 2015). Polysaccharides 

extracted from C. sinensis have shown potent antioxidant, immunostimulatory, and hypoglycemic effects, 

making them promising candidates for functional food and pharmaceutical applications (Zhang et al, 2008; 

Chen et al, 2013). 

Sterols such as ergosterol and its derivatives have been associated with anti-inflammatory and anticancer 

activities (Zhou et al, 2009). Moreover, cyclic peptides and protein-bound polysaccharides contribute to 

antitumor activity through modulation of immune responses and apoptosis pathways (Liu et al, 2015). 

These phytochemical constituents collectively underpin the traditional and modern medicinal use of C. 

sinensis, and ongoing research continues to uncover novel bioactive metabolites with therapeutic potential 

(Das et al, 2010; Sharma et al, 2015). 

2.1. Nucleosides  

Nucleosides are among the primary bioactive compounds isolated from Cordyceps sinensis, playing a 

significant role in its pharmacological effects. The most extensively studied nucleoside is cordycepin (3'-

deoxyadenosine), which has demonstrated a wide spectrum of biological activities, including anticancer, 

antiviral, and immunomodulatory properties (Liu et al, 2015). Cordycepin exerts its anticancer effect by 

interfering with RNA synthesis and inducing apoptosis in cancerous cells, thereby inhibiting tumor growth 

and metastasis (Das et al, 2010). Its ability to modulate immune responses also contributes to the overall 

therapeutic potential of C. sinensis. 

Another important nucleoside present in C. sinensis is adenosine, which plays a crucial role in 

cardiovascular and immune system regulation. Adenosine exhibits vasodilatory effects by relaxing vascular 

smooth muscles and improving blood flow, which may help in treating ischemic conditions (Chauhan and 

Pande, 2020). Furthermore, it has well-documented anti-inflammatory properties, contributing to the 

reduction of inflammation-related disorders (Zhou et al, 2009). The combined presence of cordycepin and 

adenosine enhances the medicinal value of C. sinensis in traditional and modern therapies. 

Beyond cordycepin and adenosine, Cordyceps sinensis contains several other nucleosides and derivatives 

such as guanosine, inosine, and uridine, which collectively contribute to its bioactivity (Paterson, 2008). 

These compounds support cellular metabolism and energy transfer processes, thereby promoting general 

health and vitality (Sharma et al, 2015). The high concentration of these nucleosides is often used as a 

marker for quality control and standardization of C. sinensis products in the pharmaceutical industry (Liu et 

al, 2015). Research also suggests that the synergistic effect of these nucleosides with other phytochemicals, 

like polysaccharides and sterols, amplify the therapeutic efficacy of C. sinensis (Zhou et al, 2009). For 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                                      © 2024 IJCRT | Volume 12, Issue 8 August 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT2408866 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org h801 
 

example, cordycepin’s anticancer activity may be potentiated when combined with antioxidant 

polysaccharides, which protect cells from oxidative damage (Zhang et al, 2008). Thus, the nucleosides in 

C. sinensis are not only critical for direct pharmacological effects but also for enhancing the overall 

bioactivity of fungi through complex interactions with other compounds. 

2.2.  Polysaccharides 
Polysaccharides are one of the major bioactive components isolated from Cordyceps sinensis, and they play 

a critical role in its pharmacological effects. These complex carbohydrates exhibit potent 

immunomodulatory activities by enhancing the function of immune cells such as macrophages, natural killer 

cells, and T-lymphocytes (Li et al, 2021). They stimulate the production of key cytokines, including 

interleukins and tumor necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α), which coordinate the body's defense against 

pathogens and abnormal cells (Zhang et al, 2008). This immunostimulatory effect is crucial in supporting 

the host immune response and contributes to the traditional use of fungi to boost overall health and disease 

resistance. 

Besides immune regulation, polysaccharides from C. sinensis demonstrate strong antioxidant properties 

that help mitigate oxidative stress by scavenging free radicals and reducing lipid peroxidation (Chen et al, 

2013). Oxidative stress is implicated in aging and various chronic diseases such as cancer, cardiovascular 

disorders, and neurodegeneration. By protecting cells from oxidative damage, these polysaccharides play a 

role in promoting longevity and reducing the risk of degenerative diseases (Liu et al, 2015). The antioxidant 

potential of C. sinensis polysaccharides has been confirmed through in vitro assays and animal models, 

supporting their therapeutic value. 

The antitumor activity of Cordyceps polysaccharides is well documented and is believed to arise primarily 

from their immunomodulatory capacity (Zhou et al, 2009). These polysaccharides enhance the ability of 

immune cells to recognize and destroy tumor cells, inhibit tumor growth, and prevent metastasis. Some 

studies have also reported that they may induce apoptosis in cancer cells directly and inhibit angiogenesis, 

which is essential for tumor survival (Paterson, 2008). The dual action—direct cytotoxic effects and immune 

enhancement—makes C. sinensis polysaccharides promising candidates for adjunct cancer therapy. 

In addition to their biological activities, polysaccharides from C. sinensis have been explored for potential 

use in functional foods and nutraceuticals due to their safety and health-promoting effects (Sharma et al, 

2015). Their ability to regulate glucose metabolism and exhibit hypoglycemic effects has also been reported, 

suggesting applications in managing diabetes and metabolic syndrome (Zhang et al, 2008). Given the broad 

spectrum of pharmacological properties, ongoing research aims to elucidate the precise molecular 

mechanisms of C. sinensis polysaccharides and develop standardized extracts for clinical use (Li et al, 2021). 

2.3.  Sterols 
Sterols are the significant group of bioactive compounds found in Cordyceps sinensis, with ergosterol being 

the predominant sterol present (Fitoterapia, 2018). Ergosterol is a fungal equivalent of cholesterol and serves 

as a key structural component of fungal cell membranes, playing a vital role in maintaining membrane 

fluidity and integrity (Wang et al, 2012). 

Beyond its structural role, ergosterol and its derivatives have been shown to exert important biological 

activities, particularly anti-inflammatory effects that help in reducing chronic inflammation associated with 

various diseases (Liu et al, 2015). Research indicates that ergosterol from C. sinensis can modulate immune 

responses by inhibiting the production of pro-inflammatory cytokines such as interleukin-6 (IL-6) and tumor 

necrosis factor-alpha (TNF-α) (Fitoterapia, 2018). This immunomodulatory function helps in alleviating 

inflammatory conditions and may contribute to the traditional use of C. sinensis in managing disorders like 

asthma and arthritis (Zhou et al, 2009). The anti-inflammatory properties of ergosterol also play a protective 

role against oxidative stress-induced tissue damage, highlighting its therapeutic potential. 

Ergosterol and its derivatives have also demonstrated anticancer properties in various experimental models 

(Wang et al, 2012). They contribute to the inhibition of tumor cell proliferation and induction of apoptosis, 

mechanisms essential for controlling cancer growth (Liu et al, 2015). Studies have reported that ergosterol 

can interfere with cell cycle regulation and suppress angiogenesis, which is critical for tumor survival and 

metastasis (Paterson, 2008). These effects make ergosterol a promising candidate for development as an 

adjunct in cancer therapy. 

In addition to ergosterol, other sterol derivatives isolated from C. sinensis have been found to synergize 

with other bioactive compounds such as nucleosides and polysaccharides, enhancing the overall 

pharmacological efficacy of the fungus (Fitoterapia, 2018). These synergistic interactions amplify the 

immunomodulatory, antioxidant, and anticancer effects, contributing to the broad therapeutic applications 

of C. sinensis in traditional and modern medicine (Sharma et al, 2015). Continued research on sterols will 

help elucidate their molecular targets and optimize their clinical potential. 
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2.4.  Other Compounds 
In addition to nucleosides, polysaccharides, and sterols, Cordyceps sinensis contains a variety of other 

bioactive compounds such as peptides, amino acids, vitamins, and trace elements, all of which contribute to 

its diverse therapeutic properties (Zhou et al, 2009). These compounds play supportive roles in maintaining 

the physiological and biochemical balance within the human body. 

For instance, peptides and amino acids are essential for protein synthesis, tissue repair, and modulation of 

enzymatic activities, which help in sustaining overall health and vitality (Zhang et al, 2016). Amino acids 

found in C. sinensis, including essential and non-essential types like lysine, arginine, and glutamic acid, 

participate in various metabolic pathways and immune functions (Paterson, 2008). These amino acids not 

only serve as building blocks for proteins but also act as precursors for important molecules such as 

neurotransmitters and nitric oxide, which influence cardiovascular and nervous system health (Sharma et al, 

2015). Their presence enhance the nutritional value of the fungus and support its traditional use as a general 

tonic. 

Cordyceps sinensis is also a source of several vitamins, particularly B-complex vitamins (such as B1, B2, 

B12) and vitamin E, which are vital for energy metabolism, antioxidant defense, and neurological functions 

(Zhou et al, 2014). These vitamins help mitigate oxidative stress and support enzymatic reactions that sustain 

cellular health (Liu et al, 2015). Their contribution enhance the adaptogenic and restorative effects of the 

fungus, explaining its use in improving fatigue and physical endurance in traditional medicine. 

Trace elements like selenium, zinc, and magnesium are present in C. sinensis and play crucial roles as 

cofactors in enzymatic reactions and in maintaining immune competence (Zhou et al, 2009). Selenium, for 

example, is a potent antioxidant that protects cells from damage and supports thyroid function, while zinc 

is important for wound healing and immune response (Wang et al, 2012). The synergistic effect of these 

trace elements with other bioactive compounds in C. sinensis enhance its therapeutic efficacy and support 

its wide-ranging medicinal applications. 

 

3. Ethnobotanical Uses of Cordyceps sinensis in Nepali Communities 

Cordyceps sinensis, commonly known as Yarsagumba in the Himalayan regions, holds an esteemed 

position in the traditional medicinal systems of Nepali communities, particularly those inhabiting the high-

altitude zones of the Himalayas (Devkota, 2006). This fungus, with its unique parasitic relationship on moth 

larvae and its specific seasonal emergence, has garnered deep cultural significance and medicinal reverence 

among indigenous groups. The lifecycle of C. sinensis involves infecting caterpillars in alpine soils, 

eventually producing a fruiting body that emerges above ground during the summer months. This distinctive 

biology, coupled with its seasonal availability, shapes not only its ecological niche but also the socio-cultural 

fabric of high mountain communities. 

For centuries, Cordyceps sinensis has been harvested primarily during the early summer when it emerges 

from the soil, signifying the start of an important period for local harvesters. Its use is widespread as a 

natural remedy addressing a variety of ailments, particularly respiratory conditions and general physical 

weakness common in harsh mountainous environments (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013). Ethnobotanical studies 

have consistently documented its efficacy in treating respiratory illnesses, including asthma, bronchitis, and 

chronic cough, conditions that are especially critical in the hypoxic (low oxygen) environments typical of 

the Himalayan altitudes (Koirala et al, 2016). 

Modern pharmacological research corroborates many traditional claims about Cordyceps sinensis. The 

fungus exhibits immunomodulatory and anti-inflammatory effects, mechanisms through which it aids 

respiratory function and overall health (Liu et al, 2015). Besides its therapeutic benefits for respiratory 

health, C. sinensis is widely revered as an adaptogen—a natural substance that helps the body resist stress 

and fatigue—and is used as a general health tonic by Nepali populations (Devkota, 2006). The presence of 

bioactive compounds like cordycepin and polysaccharides underpins these health claims, as these 

constituents have demonstrated antioxidant and immunomodulating properties in laboratory studies 

(Sharma et al, 2015). 

Furthermore, Cordyceps sinensis occupies an important place in Nepali ethnomedicine for its aphrodisiac 

qualities and its role in improving male sexual health. Local healers prescribe Yarsagumba to treat impotence 

and to enhance libido, a practice supported by scientific investigations showing the influence of fungi on 

testosterone levels and sexual function in animal models (Paterson, 2008). Additionally, the fungus is used 

to aid recovery from chronic illnesses and as a supplement to strengthen weakened immune systems. 

Economically, Cordyceps sinensis is of vital importance to high-altitude Nepali communities. Often 

referred to as “Himalayan gold,” it is a highly valuable commodity whose collection and trade provide 

significant income to rural populations (Koirala et al, 2016). However, its economic importance has also 
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raised concerns about overharvesting and sustainability, given the pressure on wild populations (Shrestha & 

Bawa, 2013). This review explores the ethnobotanical uses of Cordyceps sinensis in Nepali communities, 

its socio-economic significance, cultural practices surrounding its harvest, and the conservation challenges 

it faces. 

4. Traditional Medicinal Applications 

Cordyceps sinensis has long been embedded in the traditional medicinal knowledge of Nepali communities 

as a powerful remedy for a variety of health conditions, with particular emphasis on respiratory illnesses. 

The fungus is believed to improve lung function and oxygen absorption, a vital benefit in high-altitude 

environments where hypoxia can adversely affect health (Devkota, 2006; Koirala et al, 2016). 

4.1.  Respiratory Health 

Respiratory ailments such as asthma, bronchitis, and chronic cough are prevalent in the Himalayan region 

due to cold, dry air, and reduced oxygen availability. The traditional use of Yarsagumba as a treatment for 

these conditions involves preparing decoctions or infusions, often combined with other medicinal herbs to 

potentiate therapeutic effects. Such preparations are commonly administered by local healers and are 

integral to the ethnomedicinal system (Koirala et al, 2016). 

Ethnopharmacological studies confirm that Cordyceps sinensis contains bioactive compounds with anti-

inflammatory and immunomodulatory properties that help alleviate respiratory distress (Liu et al, 2015). 

These compounds reduce inflammation in lung tissues and modulate immune responses, which supports the 

traditional use of the fungus in respiratory disorders. 

4.2.  Energy, Fatigue, and Adaptogenic Effects 

The physically demanding lifestyle of many Nepali high-altitude inhabitants—such as farmers, porters, 

and laborers—makes fatigue a common complaint. Cordyceps sinensis is widely consumed as a tonic to 

boost energy and stamina, thereby enhancing physical endurance (Devkota, 2006). It acts as an adaptogen, 

helping the body resist physical and mental stress. 

Scientific analyses show that the fungus’s bioactive constituents, including cordycepin and various 

polysaccharides, contribute to its antioxidant activity and its capacity to support the immune system, thereby 

reducing fatigue and improving vitality (Sharma et al, 2015). These findings align closely with the 

ethnobotanical claims and explain why C. sinensis remains a crucial part of high-altitude health regimens. 

4.3.  Aphrodisiac and Sexual Health 

The role of Cordyceps sinensis as an aphrodisiac and a remedy for male sexual dysfunction is deeply 

embedded in Nepali traditional medicine. Yarsagumba is administered to men suffering from impotence and 

decreased libido, often in combination with other herbal medicines (Shrestha & Bawa, 2014). 

Experimental studies support these uses, showing that the fungus can enhance testosterone production and 

improve sexual function in animal models (Paterson, 2008). This pharmacological validation has further 

popularized its use in modern herbal medicine and supplements targeting male reproductive health. 

4.4.  Support for Chronic Illness Recovery and Immune Strengthening 

Beyond respiratory and sexual health, Cordyceps sinensis is traditionally used to aid recovery from various 

chronic illnesses, including debilitating conditions and immune deficiencies. It is believed to strengthen the 

immune system, helping patients regain vitality and resist infections (Devkota, 2006). This use is consistent 

with research indicating that the fungus modulates immune responses, enhancing the body's ability to fight 

pathogens (Liu et al, 2015). 

5. Socio-Economic Significance 

Cordyceps sinensis plays a pivotal socio-economic role in many high-altitude Nepali communities. 

Harvested primarily from alpine meadows during the short summer harvesting window, it provides a critical 

source of income for rural households living in otherwise economically marginal environments (Shrestha & 

Bawa, 2013).    

 

 

5.1.  The Economic Value of Yarsagumba 

Due to its rarity, medicinal value, and high demand—especially in Asian markets such as China and 

Nepal—Cordyceps sinensis commands exorbitant prices. It is often called “Himalayan gold” because of its 

ability to generate substantial revenue for collectors and traders (Koirala et al, 2016). 

For many rural families, the sale of Yarsagumba represents a significant portion of annual income, 

supporting essential needs such as food, education, healthcare, and housing (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013). This 

income is particularly crucial in remote areas where alternative livelihoods are scarce, helping to alleviate 

poverty and improve living standards. 
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5.2.  Economic Impact Beyond Individual Harvesters 

The economic benefits of Cordyceps sinensis harvesting extend beyond the individual collectors to the 

wider community. The trade supports local markets and creates employment opportunities in ancillary 

industries, including transportation, processing, packaging, and trade logistics (Shrestha & Bawa, 2014). 

This creates a multi-layered economic ecosystem centered around the fungus. 

Moreover, the seasonal harvesting period provides temporary employment opportunities for marginalized 

groups such as women and youth, fostering social inclusion and strengthening community resilience 

(Kunwar et al, 2018). These socio-economic dynamics emphasize the broader role of fungus in local 

livelihoods beyond medicinal uses. 

6. Challenges Related to Sustainability and Equity 

Despite its economic importance, the rising commercial demand for Cordyceps sinensis has precipitated 

issues of sustainability and resource management. Overharvesting is rampant due to market pressures, 

threatening the natural populations of the fungus (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013). This overexploitation risks long-

term ecological damage and threatens the livelihood base of dependent communities. 

Furthermore, the benefits derived from the trade are unevenly distributed, often exacerbating social and 

economic inequalities within and between communities (Koirala et al, 2016). Market exploitation and lack 

of effective regulation have compounded these disparities. 

6.1.  Integrating Traditional Knowledge with Sustainable Management 

Recognizing these challenges, recent efforts emphasize the need for integrating traditional harvesting 

knowledge with modern scientific approaches to promote sustainable use. Community-based resource 

management, policy interventions, and conservation education programs have been advocated to ensure 

equitable benefit sharing and ecological sustainability (Shrestha & Bawa, 2014; Wang & Ng, 2019). 

6.2.  Cultural Practices Associated with Harvesting 

The collection of Cordyceps sinensis is not only an economic activity but also a deeply embedded cultural 

practice among Nepali high-altitude communities. The harvesting season—typically May to July—triggers 

significant social and spiritual events. 

6.3.  Seasonal Migration and Communal Rituals 

Entire villages migrate seasonally to alpine pastures during the Yarsagumba harvesting period, reflecting 

the importance of this activity beyond mere subsistence (Devkota, 2006). These migrations are accompanied 

by rituals that involve offerings and prayers to local deities, seeking blessings for a successful and safe 

collection season (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013). 

Such cultural practices underscore the spiritual relationship between communities and their natural 

environment, highlighting the significance of fungus beyond its economic and medicinal value. 

6.4.  Community Governance and Resource Management 

To prevent overexploitation and promote equitable sharing, many communities have developed informal 

governance systems for Cordyceps harvesting. Village councils and local user groups implement rules such 

as rotational harvesting, collection permits, and fines for rule violations to ensure sustainability (Shrestha & 

Bawa, 2014). 

These traditional governance frameworks are rooted in indigenous knowledge and have proven effective 

in managing common-pool resources in the Himalayan context (Kunwar et al, 2018). They also foster 

community solidarity and collective responsibility for resource stewardship. 

7. Challenges and Conservation  

The increasing demand for Cordyceps sinensis, coupled with ecological and socio-economic pressures, 

poses significant challenges to its conservation. 

7.1.  Overharvesting and Ecological Impact 

Widespread overharvesting has depleted natural populations in many regions of Nepal and the broader 

Himalayas (Shrestha & Bawa, 2013). Collectors often harvest immature fungi before they complete 

reproduction, compromising the species’ regenerative capacity. The open-access nature of alpine pastures 

and the brief harvesting season exacerbate competition and unsustainable extraction (Cannon et al, 2009). 

This overexploitation threatens not only the fungus but also disrupts the fragile high-altitude ecosystems 

that support it, impacting biodiversity and ecological balance. 

7.2.  Effects of Climate Change and Habitat Degradation 

Climate change is altering the environmental conditions critical for the growth of C. sinensis. Rising 

temperatures, decreased snowfall, and shifting soil moisture regimes are reducing fungal yields and 

changing its geographical distribution (Hopping et al, 2018). These environmental changes, combined with 

habitat degradation from overgrazing, human encroachment, and disturbances caused by large-scale 

harvesting migrations, further threaten its survival (Negi et al, 2014).   
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7.3.  Conservation Efforts and Sustainable Management Strategies 

Addressing these challenges requires comprehensive conservation strategies that incorporate ecological, 

social, and economic dimensions. Community-based resource management approaches, including 

controlled access, seasonal quotas, and participatory monitoring, have demonstrated promise in some 

Himalayan villages (Shrestha et al, 2017). 

Scientific research aimed at cultivating Cordyceps sinensis under laboratory or controlled conditions is 

underway. However, replicating its complex parasitic lifecycle—dependent on moth larvae—remains a 

significant challenge (Winkler, 2008). 

Successful conservation will depend on integrating traditional ecological knowledge, scientific innovation, 

policy support, and community education to ensure sustainable use and long-term survival of this precious 

fungal resource. 

8. Conclusion 

Cordyceps sinensis (Yarsagumba) exemplifies a natural resource that intricately links medicinal efficacy, 

cultural heritage, and economic livelihood, particularly in Nepali Himalayan communities. Revered for 

centuries, this entomopathogenic fungus commands global attention due to its diverse pharmacological 

properties, including anticancer, immunomodulatory, antioxidant, anti-inflammatory, and antiviral effects. 

Its ethnobotanical uses in treating respiratory illnesses, fatigue, sexual dysfunction, and age-related 

ailments are deeply grounded in indigenous knowledge and are increasingly validated by modern science. 

Traditional medicinal preparations, often involving decoctions or herbal mixtures, remain integral to holistic 

health systems in high-altitude regions. 

Economically, Cordyceps sinensis is a vital income source for rural Himalayan households, helping to 

alleviate poverty and sustain livelihoods. The seasonal trade contributes significantly to local economies but 

also poses ecological risks due to overharvesting and habitat degradation. Climate change further threatens 

the delicate alpine ecosystems essential for its growth. 

Addressing these complex challenges requires a holistic, multidisciplinary approach. Community-based 

conservation, sustainable harvesting practices, scientific cultivation efforts, and policy frameworks must be 

integrated with traditional knowledge systems. This combined strategy is crucial in preserving Cordyceps 

sinensis as a valuable medicinal resource and socio-economic pillar for future generations. 

In essence, Cordyceps sinensis embodies the profound interconnection between biodiversity conservation, 

traditional wisdom, and rural development in the Himalayan region, making its sustainable management an 

urgent priority. 
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