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Abstract

The present study uses a comparative method to explore the socio-economic and educational status of Muslim
women in West Bengal. It reveals large gender gaps on virtually all three indicators of employment, earnings,
and education between Muslim women and the rest of the women in the region. Unlike the other religious
communities/groups settled in West Bengal; the Muslims, especially the Muslim women are reported to be
behind the mainstream in every possible aspects of social development concerning its+<Socio-economic
standing, educational attainment, empowerment, political, the decision-making capacity etc. due to
multifarious internal and external constraints. The research indicates low levels of-Socio=economic status of
Muslim women, a situation which is still valid in West Bengal as they net only“havé, low [iteracy rates, they
also have high dropout rates with the lowest labour force participation. Cultural jnormssand economic hurdles
further slow them down. Nevertheless, efforts from the government as well"as numerous non-governmental
organizations to increase their educational and economic_opportunities are bearing fruit. This survey finds
significant regional gender disparities in health, education, employment and empowerment among the Muslim
women in comparison to the health status of other parts of country or Muslim population dominating regions,
highlighting where effort should be made for designing targeted policies and interventions. The findings bring
out the importance of education and economics empowerment for the improved well being and social status of
the Muslim women of West Bengal.

Keywords: Socio-economic challenges, Educational disparities, Muslim girls, academic performance, Parental
education, Community resources, Cultural expectations, Societal discrimination, Educational equity.

Introduction

In West Bengal, Muslim girls are encumbered by interlocking socio-economic deprivations and educational
disparities rooted in historical, cultural, and economic dynamics. While girls make up a disproportionate share
of the population in the state, this also means more and more Muslim girls face systemic hurdles to remain in
school and attain secure jobs. These hurdles are faced even in the backdrop of conservative societal norms and
gender-based discrimination confining their upward social and economic mobility opportunities. The socio-
economic vulnerability and educational disadvantage of Muslim girls in West Bengal has its genesis in the
complex interplay between history, culture and economy. The Muslim girls, the huge voting block in a state
where 27 % of the population is Muslim, have the same right to education, but more often than not they are the
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marginalized. Besides it historical marginalization and socio-economic deprivation, gendered based social
norms and discrimination and religious notion of chastity and honour ensure that their education and economic
avenues are systematically disallowed (Sachar Committee Report, 2006). Muslim girls in West Bengal,
however, tend to have high dropout rates and low levels of literacy, educationally. Causes Poverty, early
marriage and cultural attitudes that place a higher value on educating boys have all been found to play a role.
This discrepancy in education attainment between Muslim girls and non-Muslim female counterparts points to
longstanding inequalities in the educational system due to an array of barriers such as a lack of role models,
social segregation, SRE content, mental health support and negative experiences of Islamophobia. This study
attempts to give a broader idea of the socio-economic and education problems which Muslim girls have to face
in their life in West Bengal. This research hopes to explore the deeper issues at hand, as well as exemplify
some potential routes for empowerment within them in an effort to better contextualize their status as trends of
the region and nation.

Literature Review

The socio-economic problems and educational inequalities that Muslim girls in West Bengal experience are
both well understood and complex. The Sachar Committee Report (2006) has established that Muslims in
India, with the Muslim girls are one of the most socio-economically backward communities of India. The
report also shows high poverty rates and lack of access to quality education, issues that play a considerable role
in the educational status of Muslim girls.

Economic deprivation is a serious issue. Muslim families in West Bengal, struggling with poverty, are unable
to give education due priority especially to girl children (Basant and Shariff, 2010). The economic
marginalization limits most Muslim female to take paid work of low-paying and low-status job, hence
continuing the perpetuation of poverty and educational underachievement.

The education and difference is incontrovertible. According to Sen (2010), the number of Muslim girls
entering schools is quite less and their drop-out rates are relatively higher than their lot. As per All India
Survey on Higher Education (AISHE) (2019), despite being the most marginalised cCommunity (in terms of
socio-educational development yet away from the due-policy focus like of SC/ST Muslims) of the nation for
any measures backed by the government, their share of Muslim girls is one.of thedowestsin Villagers as well as
towns in case its about secondary or higher education. Sociocultural-norms-like-traditional gender bias and
early marriage are yet another barrier for girls' access to education(Kumar'& Rathania, 2013).

To bridge these disparities, government and non-governmental agencies have.intervened with scholarships and
programmes like Kanyashree Prakalpa (West Bengal Government, 2013). Nonetheless, Mitra & Singh (2017)
argue that, though the enrollment numbers with new programs were significantly higher, the programs do not
necessarily have appropriate retention rates and completion rates due to continued socio-economic and cultural
barriers.

The problems that Muslim girls in West Bengal encounter are symptomatic of national tendencies. In contrast
Hasan and Menon (2004), carefully explain that uniformity does not address the needs of the many Muslim
women from across India and interventions should be regionally moderated.

Objectives of the Study
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1. To Assess the Socio-Economic Status of Muslim Girls in West Bengal.

2. To Analyze the Educational Attainment and Barriers.

3. To Evaluate the Impact of Government and Non-Governmental Interventions.
4. To Compare the Status of Muslim Girls with Other Communities.

5. To Recommend the Policy Measures and Interventions
Research Question

1. What are the primary socio-economic challenges hindering educational attainment among Muslim girls in
West Bengal?

2. How do cultural norms and traditional gender roles affect the educational opportunities of Muslim girls in
West Bengal?

3. What factors contribute to the higher dropout rates among Muslim girls compared to their counterparts from
other communities in West Bengal?

4. What specific initiatives have been implemented to address the educational disparities among Muslim girls
in West Bengal, and what has been their impact?

5. How can targeted interventions effectively alleviate socio-economic challenges and educational disparities
among Muslim girls in West Bengal?

Research Methodology

The research methodology of investigating socio-economic challenges and educatienalgdisparities among
Muslim girls in. West Bengal was a mixed-method. For the study, we have opted teguse stratified random
sampling and select around 400-500 respondents covering various socio-econamic “backgrounds from both
urban and rural settings: Surveys and structured questionnaires.will-be employed te obtain quantitative insights
with semi-structured interviews and focus group discussions utilized *to obtain qualitative perspectives.
Additionally, secondary data from government reports .“The~interpretation of the data will be conducted
through the use of descriptive and inferential statistics and thematic content analysis. Ethical aspects will be
conserved. The study is expected to be the first to pinpoint major obstacles, evaluate racial disparities and
develop policy recommendations rooted in the data.

Key Determinants Affecting the Education of Muslim Girls

1. Socio-Economic Status

Poverty: For the most part, the poverty National girls live under, hinder their access to education as many
families also have to struggle to pay school fees, uniforms, and educational materials. Economic deprivation
largely due to poverty compels girls to drop out of school and indulge in working and marrying for more
earnings in the family. Poverty, on the other hand, widens the gap in educational achievement, and
perpectuates the cycle of marginalization and poverty and limiting the economic opportunities. There are
targeted responses necessary to relieve this financial burden and allow access to education for these
marginalized communities.

Lack of awareness of parents: Often time, parents with low level of education do not comprehend the role of
education for girls consequently they are less motivated and may well not give any encouragement and help for
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that schooling of the daughters. Parents who are labor-intensive or low-income workers might place a higher
value on current financial needs than on more distant educational goals of their child.

2. Cultural and Religious Norms

Early Marriage: Early marriage among Muslim girls creates a great obstacle for Muslim girls' education
because they quit school to take on house hold chores and duties. Families send their children to work for a
variety of reasons, including cultural norms and economic pressures as a mechanism of social protection, so
that the child has security and they have one less mouth to feed. It is also not a secret that early marriages result
into early pregnancies, adding more health related complications thus more of the same further limiting
education. Cultural practices trump laws on setting minimum marriage ages

Gender roles: Traditional gender roles impose that a girl be at home helping with chores and hearth instead of
being in school. Girls are seen as domestic help and carers and cultural norms around early marriage as well as
early discontinuation of formal education can also contribute. These norms sustain inequalities in the
educational achievements, opportunities, as well as the social and economic development of Muslim girls. This
requires norms to be challenged through opportunities for learning and development and to be supported by
gender equality in community settings.

3. Policies and Support From Government

Scholarships and Incentives: Scholarships and Incentives: Scholarships and incentives are the easiest, least
demanding, most measurable and impactful method to increase the educational outcomes for Muslim Girls by
minimizing financial costs to accessibility and retention and to make education more affordable. Such
programs provide access to underprivileged girls to higher and vocational education; which in turn can help
them to come out of the clutches of poverty. Few of the motivators are the scholarships and the incentives
which also encourages the girls to perform good academically so that they can pursue good education in their
life.

School Policies: School policies play a critical role in structuring the educational experience of Muslim
women and girls in terms of their presence, engagement and performance in sehools#Discretion around things
like dress codes, religious accommodations, and inclusive curricula--can sake %or break Muslim girls’
educational experiences. Supportive policies in schools that foster inclusive and.culturally sensitive learning
environments develop learning environments are more likely facilitate-the, academie success of Muslim girls,
while discriminatory or restrictive policies often marginalise Muslim girls and irhibit their academic progress.

Effects of Government and Non-government Intervention:

1. Scholarship Programs: One of the ways how the state has reduced financial hurdle to educate economically
weaker students and students from the minority communities like Muslims is through government-sponsored
scholarship programs. This financial assistance offsets the cost of tuition, books, and other school supplies,
clearing an important barrier many Muslim girls face in starting, and remaining in school.

2. Awareness Campaigns: NGOs and governmental agencies have been actively running those programs to
aware of Muslim communities about the education of girls. By breaking the social norm, these campaigns not
only debunk misconceptions such as religion and deficiency in women but also the fact that teaching girls is
beneficial to the individual, family, and community. They aim to structure the campaigns around a
transformation in attitudes and perceptions so that families begin to think of educating girls is a priority.

3. Infrastructure Development: Investment in educational infrastructure by governments has promoted
enrolment of Muslim female pupils in schooling. Well-resourced schools, delivering necessary facilities,
supported by say for girls separate toilets, positioning create safe learning environments and result in girls
attending schools more frequently.
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4. Teacher Training Programs: Teacher training programs of NGOs and government include training them to
inculcate physical, social and cognitive skills among Muslim girls; which has improved the quality of
education for Muslim girls. Through sensitizing educators to the needs of female students, as well as the
challenges they may encounter, these programs promote enhanced educational environments that support and
include all.

5. Community Mobilization: Government and non-government partners have conducted community
mobilization targeting local communities, religious leaders, and parents in support of girls' education.
Community-Based Initiatives: Context-relevant initiatives - such as parent-teacher associations, girls'
education committees, and others - provide a vehicle for local dialogues and partnerships, empowering the
community to own and resolve education challenges.

6. Skill Development & Vocational Training: Under this, few interventions aim to create opportunities of skill
development and vocational training best suited to the nature and interest of the muslim girls. These
programmes strengthen their economic independence and employability though delivering them market
relevant skills and entrepreneurship training hence breaking them off the circle of poverty and dependence.

Comparison with Muslim Girls Status:
1. Education:

Enrollment Rates: On the one hand, Muslim girls, who are roughly half of Muslim population of girls, have
had low enrollment rates compared to girls from other communities due to social and economic barriers of a
minority group. Nevertheless, in the last few years, the situation has been somewhat ameliorated due to
combined efforts by the government and various NGOs.

Dropout Rates: Dropout rates of Muslim girls higher than those of girls of other community for - reasons like
early marriage, poverty, and quality education.constraints for high dropout rates of Muslim.girl child.

2. Health:

Maternal and Child Health: Challenges in Healthcare Access among Muslim..Girlsgmaysresult in higher
maternal and child reproductive mortality as compared to other communities~T his-is,jinfpart, because of lack
of access to healthcare -as well as cultural barriers to seeking ‘medieal attention.

Nutrition - Muslim girls are more prone to malnutrition, ‘especiatly in economically backward, compared to
that of girls from the other communities. Iron deficiency can also be exacerbated by these, coupled with limited
access to nutritious food and cultural dietary practices.

3. Employment:

Economic Participation: Muslim women and girls face barriers to formal employment due to low educational
attainment, cultural norms, and discrimination. Higher participation in the informal and low paying jobs.

Skill development: the training programs under skilling are developed focusing on specific areas for which
demand in the market is ascertained and efforts are laid out for skilling girls belonging to minority community,
especially muslim girls to improve their employability and empowerment.

4. Social Inclusion:

Political Representation: Muslim girls, as other hard-to-reach groups, may experience obstacles to their
political representation and participation. Every step to empower women at the leadership and decision-making
level is the right way to make up for this imbalance.
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Social Stigma : Social stigma associated with girls' education, especially in conservative communities, can
affect Muslim girls more than girls from other communities. When we think about it our cultural attitudes and
stereotypes all contribute to inclusivity and the opportunity for all.

Recommend Policy :

1. Targeted Scholarship Programs : Initiate or scale up scholarship programs designed to undergird the
education of Muslim girls, targeting the spectrum of expenses from school, tuition, books, transportation to
necessary scholastic kit. These scholarships must be need-based and open to economically weak girls.

2. Education Infrastructure: Planned investment in educational infrastructure like schools and other academic
facilities in areas exhibiting exceptionally high density of a Muslim population. Providing facilities within
schools-having separate girl toilets and many more to ensure a safe and good environment for learning.

3. Teachers Hiring and Training: Organize training programmes for teachers about gender responsive
pedagogy, cultural sensitivity and inclusive teaching practices. But they say Muslim community men should
step up to deter extremists and lobby to recruit female teachers or other role models for Muslim girls.

4. Engagement with Community Leaders and Awareness Campaigns: Work with community leaders, mosques,
and grass roots organisations to change customs, perception, and social constructs against girls education.
Develop targeted outreach campaigns to illustrate the private, family and societal benefits of girl child
education.

5. Parental and Community Involvement: Establish parent-teacher associations and girls' education committees
to actively engage parents and community members in supporting girls' education. Provide platforms for
dialogue and collaboration to address concerns and barriers faced by Muslim girls in accessing and staying in
school.

6. Skill Development and Vocational Training: Offer skill development and vocational.training programs
tailored to the needs and interests of Muslim girls, equipping them with marketable skilS and entrepreneurship
training. Ensure that these programs are accessible and inclusive, addressing the-spegific challenges faced by
Muslim girls in accessing employment opportunities.

7. Scholarships and Financial Support- Increase scholarships and financialiaid programs dedicated to Muslim
girls specifically those from low-income families. Grant sehefarships including tuition, transport costs and
other education-related expenses to the financially burdened girls to help them pursue education without any
difficulties.

Conclusion-

In West Bengal, the challenges faced by Muslim girls in terms of their socio-economic positions and
educational status could be located at the complex mesh of economic, cultural and institutional issues. These
girls are kept away from quality education by poverty, cultural norms and institutional effects that encourage
continuing gender disparities. More recently significant gaps still exist in enrollment, retention & academic
achievement. Comprehensive and well directed approaches , such as anti-poverty programs, improvements to
infrastructure, education and community mobilization are necessary in tackling these challenges. By investing
in the education and empowerment of Muslim girls, policymakers can promote sustained and inclusive
development and social cohesion, enabling all girls to realise their potential and contribute to, and benefit
fruitfully from society.

References:

IJCRT2406561 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | f70


http://www.ijcrt.org/

www.ijcrt.org © 2024 1JCRT | Volume 12, Issue 6 June 2024 | ISSN: 2320-2882

Bharati, S., Pal, M., & Bharati, P. (2008). DETERMINANTS OF NUTRITIONAL STATUS OF PRE-
SCHOOL CHILDREN IN INDIA. Journal of Biosocial Science, 40(6), 801-814.

https://doi.org/10.1017/s0021932008002812

Gupta, K., & Yesudian, P. P. (2006b). Evidence of women’s empowerment in India: a study of socio-spatial

disparities. GeoJournal, 65(4), 365—380. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-006-7556-z

Hussain, N. A. (2010). Religion and modernity: Gender and identity politics in Bangladesh. Women'’s Studies

International Forum, 33(4), 325-333. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2010.02.006
M, S. G., & Sekher, D. (2014). Factors Leading to School Dropouts in India: An Analysis of National Family
Health Survey-3 Data. IOSR Journal of Research & Method in Education, 4(6), 75-83.

https://doi.org/10.9790/7388-04637583

Naik, J. P. (1979). Equality, quality and quantity: The elusive triangle in Indian education. International

Review of Education, 25(2—-3), 167-185.https://doi.org/10.1007/bf00598024
Pathak, P. K., Tripathi, N., & Subramanian, S. V. (2014). Secular Trends in Menarcheal Age in India-Evidence
from the Indian Human Development Survey. PloS One, 9(11), e111027.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0111027

Pherali, T. J. (2012). Schooling in violent situations: The politicization.of educationin Nepal, before and after

the 2006 peace agreement. Prospects, 43(1), 49-67. https://dei.org/10.1007/s11125-012-9255-5

Roy, A. K., Singh, P., & Roy, U. N. (2015). Impact of Rural-urban Labour Migration on Education of
Children: A Case Study of Left behind and Accompanied Migrant Children in India. Space and

Culture, India, 2(4), 17-34. https://doi.org/10.20896/saci.v2i4.74

Singh, A., Kumar, A., & Pranjali, P. (2014). Utilization of maternal healthcare among adolescent mothers in

urban India: evidence from DLHS-3. PeerJ, 2, €592. https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.592

IJCRT2406561 | International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org | f71


http://www.ijcrt.org/
https://doi.org/10.1017/s0021932008002812
https://doi.org/10.1007/s10708-006-7556-z
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.wsif.2010.02.006
https://doi.org/10.9790/7388-04637583
https://doi.org/10.1007/bf00598024
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0111027
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11125-012-9255-5
https://doi.org/10.20896/saci.v2i4.74
https://doi.org/10.7717/peerj.592

