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Abstract 

This paper begins with a detailed, historical account of the human rights situation of Rohingya since 

Myanmar’s independence. The Rohingya are a Muslim minority group in Rakhine State, which occupies the 

western coast of Myanmar. An estimated one million Rohingya live in Rakhine State, primarily in the northern 

townships. It also discusses Rohingya have been denied equal access to citizenship. Rohingya have also been 

subjected to grave human rights abuses at the hands of the Myanmar authorities, security forces, police, and 

local Rakhines (the Buddhist majority population in Rakhine State).Further these actors have perpetrated 

violence against Rohingya, claiming thousands of lives. Hundreds more Rohingya have been the victims of 

torture, arbitrary detention, rape, and other forms of serious physical and mental harm. They (Rohingya) have 

been deprived of freedom of movement and access to food, clean drinking water, sanitation, medical care, work 

opportunities, and education. The paper explains the deprivation of theirs rights- by both government and 

societal actors- is one of the most profound human rights tragedies of the 21Ist century. 
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I.1.Introduction 

The Rohingya are a Muslim minority group in Rakhine State, Myanmar. An estimated one million Rohingya 

live in Rakhine State. Rohingya account for most of the population in the three northernmost townships, 

Maungdaw, Buthidaung, and Rathedaung. Myanmar, as a whole, has considerable ethnic diversity. Bamars also 

referred to as Burmans, are Myanmar’s dominant and majority ethnic group, but a number of ethnic minority 

groups constitute forty percent of the Myanmar population. Myanmar’s ethnic diversity does not entail religious 

heterogeneity. A majority of the population in Myanmar is Buddhist, with smaller religious minority 

populations. In every society since centuries minority has been the victim of majority will.Rohingya Muslim 

minority is one such minority group against whom there is ongoing genocide by Government and majority 

Buddhists. The deprivation of theirs rights- by both government and societal actors- is one of the most profound 

human rights tragedies of the 21Ist century. The humanity is losing human spirit by maintaining silence over 

the persecution of Rohingyas. The followers of gentle Buddha have crossed the all limits of humanity. The 

Rohingyas are most persecuted minority on the face of earth. This paper aimed at exploration of condition of 

Rohingya Muslim in Myanmar  

 

1.2. The Denial of Citizenship 

The efforts to deprive Rohingya of citizenship began shortly after Myanmar’s independence. The 1948 Union 

Citizenship Act defined Myanmar citizenship and identified specific ethnicities—the “indigenous races of 

Burma”—that were approved to gain citizenship. The list did not include Rohingya. The Union Citizenship Act 

http://www.ijcrt.org/


www.ijcrt.org                                          © 2018 IJCRT | Volume 6, Issue 1 January 2018 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT1705047 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 306 

 

allowed people whose families had lived for two generations in Myanmar to apply for identity cards. Initially, 

the government provided many Rohingya with citizenship or identification cards under this provision. 

However, after the military coup in 1962, the government began giving credentials to fewer and fewer 

Rohingya children, refusing to recognize fully new generations of the Rohingya population.In 1982, General 

Ne Win instituted a new citizenship law that proscribed Rohingya from obtaining equal access to full Myanmar 

citizenship, effectively rendering a majority of Rohingya stateless.The consequences of the 1982 Citizenship 

Law have affected Rohingya since its enactment. Because many Rohingya are stateless, most do not have 

standing in Myanmar courts and have limited access to economic opportunities, education, and property 

ownership. 

 

1.3. Their forced Displacement 

The 1978, military operation targeted Rohingya in Rakhine State; the government claimed Rohingya were 

foreigners rather than an ethnic minority of Myanmar. The military abused, raped, and murdered many 

Rohingya. As a result, more than 200,000 Rohingya fled across the border into Bangladesh. To deter Rohingya 

refugees from entering Bangladesh, the Bangladeshi government withheld food and humanitarian aid from the 

refugee camps. More than 12,000 refugees died of starvation. Following international condemnation, 

Myanmar’s General Ne Win repatriated many of these refugees, but they continued to face persecution within 

Myanmar. Rohingya refugees continued to flood into Bangladesh over the next twenty years, with periodic 

attempts by the Bangladeshi government to expel them forcibly, including as recently as 2010. 

Moreover Myanmar government has confiscated Rohingya lands, causing more Rohingya to become internally 

displaced or to flee the country. By law, the Myanmar government owns all land in the country, and only 

citizens have the right to use and enjoy their land.37 As a result of their statelessness, Rohingya have no legal 

rights to the land on which they live and work, leaving them vulnerable to land confiscation by the government. 

A 1995 U.N. report stated that the government notified Rohingya from various regions that they had to leave 

their villages in a week and that they could not take their property with them.The government commissioned 

more than 40 model villages to be built in Rakhine State between 1990 and 2010, mostly in areas with large 

Rohingya populations. The government forced Rohingya to help build these model villages. It also confiscated 

land on which Rohingya were living and working for the construction. Rakhine Buddhists subsequently moved 

into these model villages. 

 

1.4. The Forced Labour 

The NaSaKa, a security force consisting of police, military, intelligence, customs officers, and riot police, 

operated in Rakhine State until 2013 under the control of the Ministry for Border Affairs.The NaSaKa forced 

Rohingya either to pay a weekly fee to avoid work – a fee that many Rohingya cannot afford – or to perform 

manual labour such as construction work, agricultural work, portering, or serving as guards.45 The Myanmar 

Army and local police also forced Rohingya into labor.46 In 2008, the U.N. Special Rapporteur reported 

allegations that Rohingya had been killed for refusal to perform forced labour. Rohingya reported that the 

Myanmar Army and NaSaKa beat forced labourers.The Myanmar Army and NaSaKa have forced males as 

young as ten years old into manual labour. The Irish Centre for Human Rights reported that one man or boy in 

each Rohingya household works one to two days a month, on average, just on pottering tasks. In the year 2009, 

government authorities ordered most Rohingya households in rural areas to send a family member one or two 

times a week to serve as a village night guard.51 Poor families faced difficulty supporting themselves 
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financially, as authorities force household members to spend their time working for them without 

compensation. 

 

1.5. The Religious Persecution  

The Myanmar government has participated in racial and religious persecution of Rohingya. In the year 2002, 

Human Rights Watch reported that the government issued military orders demanding that unauthorized 

mosques be destroyed. The government has closed mosques and Islamic schools and used them as government 

administrative offices. The government has also prohibited Muslims from repairing or renovating mosques. In 

2001, mobs attacked at least 28 mosques and religious schools. State security not only did nothing to stop the 

attacks, but also participated in the destruction. 

 

1.6. Marriage Restrictions and Population Control 

In the year 1990s, Myanmar government passed a law that required all people in Rakhine State to gain 

permission before obtaining marriage licenses. This law was enforced only against the Muslim populations of 

the area. The Border Region Immigration Control Headquarters and the Township Peace and Development 

Council of Maungdaw issued population control policies in 1993 and 2005, respectively that state that the 

Rohingya population is reproducing faster than the “international standards” of population increase.To obtain 

marriage licenses, men and women must adhere to rules that conflict with Rohingya religious beliefs. The rules 

require that men shave their beards for their license photographs. Similarly, the rules prohibit women from 

wearing religious head and face coverings. The NaSaKa have reportedly touched Rohingya women to 

determine if they are pregnant. Authorities have required Rohingya women to take pregnancy tests before 

issuing marriage permits.64 The NaSaKa, at various points in the marriage-license process; have also 

demanded bribes that can total more than the equivalent of three months’ salary.Since at least 2005, the 

government has approved some Rohingya couples to obtain marriage licenses only if they agree to have no 

more than two children. Women in legal marriages who have more than two children and women who have 

children out of wedlock are subject to possible prison sentences of up to ten years. 

 

1.7. Arbitrary Detention 

Under the Thein Sein’s administration, state security forces, including the NaSaKa, have arbitrarily arrested and 

detained Rohingya. Rohingya have reported that soldiers have come into their village to make indiscriminate 

arrests. For example, Human Rights Watch documented that the NaSaKa detained between 2,000 and 2,500 

Rohingya in 2011 for actions such as repairing homes without permission. State security forces have often 

refused to release Rohingya until ransoms were paid to local authorities. 

 

1.8. Sexual Violence 

The Myanmar Army, NaSaKa, Myanmar Police Force, and Rakhine villagers have raped and sexually assaulted 

Rohingya women and girls. They have often attacked women when the women were taken for forced labour or 

when their male relatives were taken for labour and could not protect them. One Rohingya woman reported that 

a NaSaKa member raped her in front of her child while she was on coerced guard duty. Military groups have 

also raped women in retaliation for others in their households not fulfilling their forced labour duties. Since the 

1990s, the Myanmar Army has held Muslim women in Rakhine State as sex slaves. Rohingya have described 

instances when soldiers detained Rohingya women for weeks on military bases, where they were raped and 

abused. Also some women have died as a result of gang rapes.Rohingya women have fled Myanmar for fear of 
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being raped by state security forces. The military has beaten and tortured victims of sexual violence and those 

others who have reported sexual assaults. The perpetrators have not been punished for these abuses. 

 

1.9. Restrictions on freedom of movement 

The government of Myanmar imposes strict restrictions on the freedom of movement of Rohingya. For the 

purposes of authorizing travel within Myanmar, the government still considers Rohingya to be foreigners. 

Accordingly, in theory, Rohingya must abide by the 1940 Foreigners Act, which requires a person to have a 

license with his or her picture and name on it in order to move freely about the country. Many Rohingya lack 

the money to pay for the processing fees and bribes required to get such licenses. In practice, however, 

authorities impose severe restrictions on movement for all Rohingya in Rakhine State, regardless of what 

identification documents they have in their possession. 

 

Conclusion 

It can be said in conclusion that Rohingyas are most ill treated community on the face of earth.The Rohingya 

Muslims in Myanmar’s Rakhine State have suffered severe and persistent human rights abuses.. Myanmar 

authorities, security forces, police, and local Rakhine actors have engaged in pervasive violence, acts of torture, 

arbitrary detention, rape, and other crimes causing serious physical and mental harm. The scale of these 

atrocities has increased precipitously since 2012.The Rohingya lack freedom of movement, access to food, 

clean drinking water, sanitation, medical care, work opportunities, and education. They live in conditions that 

appear to have been calculated to bring about their destruction. TheRohingya Muslims face a difficult day-to-

day existence with little ability to honour their past, prosper in the present, or make plans for their 

future.Rohingyas are suspended in time, largely unable to create a better life for themselves or their children. 

Those who are in state of power have lost moral imperative within so that the powerless has become the victim 

of their wild enthusiasm. 
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