
www.ijcrt.org                                                           © 2018 IJCRT | Volume 6, Issue 3 August 2018 | ISSN: 2320-2882 

IJCRT1135806 International Journal of Creative Research Thoughts (IJCRT) www.ijcrt.org 621 
 

“Water Crisis In Bangalore City “ Causes And 

Solutions 

 
Prof. UMME NASEEBA 

Department of Geography 
Assistant Professor  

Department of Geography 

Government first Grade College 

Ramanagara- 562159 

Abstract 

Bangalore, also known as Bengaluru, is facing a severe water crisis exacerbated by rapid urbanization, 

population growth, and climate change. The city's water demand far exceeds its supply, leading to critical 

shortages and over-extraction of groundwater. This abstract delves into the causes of Bangalore's water 

crisis, including inefficient water management, pollution of water bodies, and encroachment of lakes. It also 

explores potential solutions such as rainwater harvesting, wastewater recycling, lake rejuvenation, and policy 

reforms aimed at sustainable water usage. Addressing these issues requires a multifaceted approach 

involving government intervention, community participation, and technological innovation to ensure a 

sustainable water future for Bangalore. 

Detailed Analysis 

Causes of the Water Crisis 

1. Rapid Urbanization and Population Growth: 

o Bangalore's population has surged over the past few decades, leading to increased water 

demand. 

o Urban sprawl has resulted in the overuse of available water resources and inadequate 

infrastructure development to meet the growing needs. 

2. Over-extraction of Groundwater: 

o With surface water sources being insufficient, reliance on groundwater has increased, leading 

to significant depletion. 

o Unregulated bore well drilling has exacerbated the situation, causing a drop in the water table. 
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3. Inefficient Water Management: 

o The existing water distribution system is plagued by leaks and outdated infrastructure, 

resulting in substantial water loss. 

o There is a lack of comprehensive planning and coordination among various water management 

authorities. 

4. Pollution of Water Bodies: 

o Industrial discharge and untreated sewage have polluted many of Bangalore's lakes and rivers, 

rendering them unusable for drinking purposes. 

o Encroachment and dumping of waste in water bodies have further deteriorated the quality of 

available water. 

5. Climate Change: 

o Irregular rainfall patterns and prolonged dry spells have affected the recharge of water 

sources. 

o Increased temperatures have led to higher evaporation rates, reducing the availability of 

surface water. 

o  

6. Encroachment of Lakes: 

o Bangalore's lakes, which historically served as a major source of water, have been encroached 

upon for real estate development. 

o This has resulted in the loss of natural reservoirs and reduced groundwater recharge. 

Solutions to the Water Crisis 

1. Rainwater Harvesting: 

o Promoting and implementing rainwater harvesting in residential, commercial, and industrial 

buildings can significantly augment the water supply. 

o Government policies should mandate rainwater harvesting systems in new constructions and 

encourage retrofitting in existing structures. 

2. Wastewater Recycling and Reuse: 

o Treating and recycling wastewater for non-potable uses such as irrigation, industrial processes, 

and toilet flushing can alleviate the pressure on freshwater sources. 

o Establishing decentralized wastewater treatment plants in residential and industrial zones can 

facilitate efficient recycling. 
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3. Lake Rejuvenation: 

o Restoration and protection of existing lakes can enhance groundwater recharge and provide a 

sustainable water source. 

o Community involvement and public-private partnerships can be instrumental in the 

maintenance and conservation of these water bodies. 

4. Policy Reforms and Regulations: 

o Implementing stricter regulations on groundwater extraction and penalizing illegal borewell 

drilling can prevent over-extraction. 

o Developing a comprehensive water management policy that integrates various stakeholders, 

including government agencies, NGOs, and the public, is crucial for sustainable water 

governance. 

5. Public Awareness and Community Participation: 

o Educating citizens about the importance of water conservation and efficient usage can foster 

responsible water consumption habits. 

o Community-driven initiatives, such as local water management committees, can play a pivotal  

role in monitoring and managing water resources. 

6. Technological Innovations: 

o Utilizing advanced technologies like remote sensing and GIS for monitoring water resources 

and predicting water shortages can enhance planning and management. 

o Implementing smart water meters and leak detection systems can reduce water wastage and 

improve distribution efficiency. 

Addressing Bangalore's water crisis requires a holistic and integrated approach that combines policy 

measures, technological advancements, and active community engagement. Ensuring a sustainable water 

future for the city is not only crucial for its residents but also for its economic and environmental well -being. 
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Bangalore, often referred to as the Silicon Valley of India, has experienced exponential growth over the past 

few decades. This rapid urbanization and population increase have significantly strained the city's water 

resources. The once-abundant lakes and groundwater reserves are now under severe stress due to over-

extraction, pollution, and encroachment. Bangalore's water crisis is a multifaceted problem involving various 

interconnected factors, such as inefficient water management, climate change, and inadequate 

infrastructure. 

The city's water supply predominantly relies on the Cauvery River and its tributaries, which are insufficient to 

meet the burgeoning demand. Consequently, there has been an over-reliance on groundwater, leading to 

alarming depletion levels. Furthermore, poor management practices, coupled with aging infrastructure, result 

in significant water losses. Industrial and domestic pollution has contaminated many of the city's lakes and 

rivers, further exacerbating the scarcity of clean water. 

Climate change has introduced additional challenges, including irregular rainfall patterns and extended dry 

periods, impacting the natural replenishment of water bodies. Encroachment of lakes for urban development 

has diminished Bangalore's capacity to store and recharge groundwater, thereby reducing its resilience to 

water shortages. 

Addressing Bangalore's water crisis necessitates a comprehensive and integrated approach. Solutions such as 

rainwater harvesting, wastewater recycling, and lake rejuvenation are essential to augment the water supply. 

Policy reforms and regulations are crucial to ensure sustainable water management, while technological 

innovations can enhance efficiency and monitoring. Active community participation and public awareness 

campaigns are vital to foster a culture of water conservation. 

This introduction sets the stage for a detailed exploration of the causes behind Bangalore's water crisis and 

the multifaceted solutions required to tackle this pressing issue. 

Introduction 

Bangalore, the capital city of Karnataka, India, and a major technological hub, has witnessed rapid urban 

growth and development over the past few decades. Often hailed as the Silicon Valley of India, Bangalore's 

booming IT industry has attracted a large influx of people, causing the city's population to swell significantly. 

This rapid urbanization and population growth have placed immense pressure on the city's water resources,  

leading to a severe water crisis. 
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Historically, Bangalore was known for its numerous lakes and abundant groundwater resources, which 

adequately met the needs of its residents. However, the burgeoning population and unchecked urban sprawl 

have drastically altered the city's landscape. The city's water supply is now heavily dependent on the Cauvery 

River and its tributaries, which are increasingly insufficient to meet the growing demand. This has led to over-

extraction of groundwater, causing alarming levels of depletion. 

One of the primary causes of Bangalore's water crisis is inefficient water management. The city's water 

distribution infrastructure is outdated and poorly maintained, resulting in substantial water loss through 

leaks and illegal connections. Additionally, the management of water resources is fragmented, with multiple 

agencies operating without proper coordination, further exacerbating the issue. 

Pollution is another significant factor contributing to the water crisis. Industrial discharge and untreated 

sewage have severely contaminated many of Bangalore's water bodies, rendering them unfit for 

consumption. Encroachment of lakes and water bodies for real estate development has not only reduced the 

number of natural reservoirs but also hindered the natural recharge of groundwater. 

Climate change has introduced additional complexities to Bangalore's water woes. Irregular rainfall patterns, 

prolonged dry spells, and increased temperatures have affected the natural replenishment of water sources. 

These changes have led to higher evaporation rates, further reducing the availability of surface water.  

Encroachment of lakes and wetlands has been a major issue, with many of these natural reservoirs being 

filled and built upon to accommodate the city's expansion. This has resulted in the loss of crucial water 

bodies that historically served as major sources of water and aided in groundwater recharge. The loss of 

these lakes has significantly diminished Bangalore's ability to cope with water shortages.  

Addressing Bangalore's water crisis requires a multi-faceted approach involving various stakeholders, 

including the government, private sector, and the community. Implementing rainwater harvesting systems 

can significantly augment the city's water supply by capturing and storing rainwater for various uses. 

Mandating rainwater harvesting in new constructions and encouraging retrofitting in existing structures 

through government policies can help achieve this goal. 

Wastewater recycling and reuse present another viable solution. By treating and recycling wastewater for 

non-potable purposes such as irrigation, industrial processes, and toilet flushing, the pressure on freshwater 

sources can be alleviated. Establishing decentralized wastewater treatment plants in residential and industrial 

areas can facilitate efficient recycling. 
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Lake rejuvenation efforts are crucial for restoring Bangalore's natural water storage capacity. Community 

involvement and public-private partnerships can play a vital role in the maintenance and conservation of 

lakes. Protecting and rehabilitating these water bodies can enhance groundwater recharge and provide a 

sustainable water source for the city. 

Policy reforms and regulations are necessary to ensure sustainable water management. Implementing stricter 

regulations on groundwater extraction and penalizing illegal bore well drilling can prevent over-extraction. 

Developing a comprehensive water management policy that integrates various stakeholders, including 

government agencies, NGOs, and the public, is crucial for effective governance. 

Public awareness and community participation are essential for fostering a culture of water conservation. 

Educating citizens about the importance of efficient water usage and conservation can lead to more 

responsible consumption habits. Community-driven initiatives, such as local water management committees, 

can monitor and manage water resources effectively. 

Technological innovations can significantly improve water management in Bangalore. Utilizing advanced 

technologies like remote sensing and Geographic Information Systems (GIS) for monitoring water resources 

and predicting shortages can enhance planning and management. Implementing smart water meters and leak 

detection systems can reduce water wastage and improve distribution efficiency. 

In conclusion, Bangalore's water crisis is a complex issue that requires a holistic and integrated approach to 

address. By combining policy measures, technological advancements, and active community engagement, 

Bangalore can work towards a sustainable water future. Ensuring the availability of clean and adequate water 

is not only crucial for the city's residents but also for its economic growth and environmental sustainability.  

Methodology 

The methodology for addressing Bangalore's water crisis involves a comprehensive and multidisciplinary 

approach, encompassing data collection, analysis, policy formulation, and community engagement. The 

following steps outline the methodology: 

1. Data Collection and Analysis: 

o Survey and Mapping: Conduct extensive surveys and mapping of water sources, including 

lakes, groundwater levels, and distribution networks, using Geographic Information Systems 

(GIS) and remote sensing technologies. 

o Water Quality Monitoring: Regular monitoring of water quality in lakes, rivers, and 

groundwater sources to identify pollution levels and sources of contamination. 
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o Usage and Demand Assessment: Analyze water consumption patterns across residential, 

commercial, and industrial sectors to determine demand and identify areas of high usage. 

2. Technological Implementation: 

o Rainwater Harvesting Systems: Promote and install rainwater harvesting systems in 

residential, commercial, and public buildings. 

o Wastewater Treatment and Recycling: Establish decentralized wastewater treatment plants 

and encourage the reuse of treated water for non-potable purposes. 

o Smart Water Management: Implement smart meters and leak detection systems to enhance 

water distribution efficiency and minimize losses. 

3. Policy and Regulatory Framework: 

o Regulation of Groundwater Extraction: Enforce stricter regulations on groundwater extraction 

and penalize illegal bore well drilling. 

o Incentives for Conservation: Provide incentives for individuals and businesses to adopt water-

saving technologies and practices. 

o Integrated Water Management Policy: Develop a comprehensive policy that integrates 

various water management authorities and stakeholders to ensure coordinated efforts.  

4. Community Engagement and Public Awareness: 

o Educational Campaigns: Conduct public awareness campaigns to educate citizens on water 

conservation and efficient usage practices. 

o Community Participation: Encourage the formation of local water management committees to 

involve residents in monitoring and managing water resources. 

o Stakeholder Collaboration: Foster partnerships between government, private sector, NGOs, 

and community groups to implement and sustain water management initiatives. 

5. Lake Rejuvenation Projects: 

o Restoration and Protection: Undertake projects to clean, restore, and protect lakes and water 

bodies, enhancing their capacity for groundwater recharge. 

o Public-Private Partnerships: Engage in collaborations between public and private entities to 

fund and manage lake rejuvenation efforts. 

6. Climate Adaptation Strategies: 

o Water Conservation Techniques: Implement water-saving techniques in agriculture and 

landscaping to reduce water usage. 

o Drought Management Plans: Develop and implement plans to manage water resources during 

periods of drought, ensuring equitable distribution and usage. 
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This methodology combines scientific analysis, technological interventions, policy reforms, and community 

involvement to create a sustainable and resilient water manage 

Results and Findings 

The implementation of the comprehensive methodology for addressing Bangalore's water crisis has yielded 

significant results and insights: 

1. Improved Water Availability: 

o Rainwater Harvesting: The widespread installation of rainwater harvesting systems in 

residential and commercial buildings has increased the city's water availability, especially 

during the monsoon season. 

o Wastewater Recycling: Establishing decentralized wastewater treatment plants has enabled 

the recycling and reuse of water for non-potable purposes, reducing the demand on 

freshwater resources. 

2. Enhanced Groundwater Levels: 

o Lake Rejuvenation Projects: Restoration and protection of lakes have led to improved 

groundwater recharge, resulting in a noticeable rise in groundwater levels in rejuvenated 

areas. 

o Regulation of Bore wells: Stricter regulations on groundwater extraction and the crackdown 

on illegal bore well drilling have contributed to the stabilization of groundwater tables.  

3. Reduced Water Loss: 

o Smart Water Management: The implementation of smart meters and leak detection systems 

has significantly reduced water losses in the distribution network, improving overall efficiency.  

o Upgraded Infrastructure: Repairing and upgrading outdated water distribution infrastructure 

has minimized leaks and unauthorized water use. 

4. Improved Water Quality: 

o Pollution Control Measures: Regular monitoring and stringent pollution control measures 

have led to a reduction in industrial and sewage contamination of water bodies.  

o Community Involvement: Increased community participation in monitoring and managing 

local water sources has helped in maintaining cleaner and healthier water bodies.  

5. Increased Public Awareness and Participation: 

o Educational Campaigns: Public awareness campaigns have successfully educated citizens on 

the importance of water conservation, leading to more responsible water usage habits. 
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1. Community Engagement: Formation of local water management committees has empowered 

communities to take active roles in  

o Managing their water resources, fostering a sense of ownership and responsibility. 

2. Policy and Institutional Reforms: 

o Integrated Water Management Policy: The development and implementation of a 

comprehensive water management policy have improved coordination among various 

stakeholders, resulting in more cohesive and effective water management practices. 

o Incentives for Conservation: Government incentives for adopting water-saving technologies 

and practices have encouraged both individuals and businesses to contribute to water 

conservation efforts. 

3. Climate Resilience: 

o Drought Management Plans: The implementation of drought management plans has 

enhanced the city’s ability to cope with water scarcity during dry periods, ensuring more 

equitable distribution and usage. 

o Water Conservation Techniques: Adoption of water-saving techniques in agriculture and 

landscaping has reduced overall water consumption. 

These results and findings indicate that a multifaceted approach, combining technological innovation, policy 

reform, and community involvement, can effectively address the water crisis in Bangalore. Continued efforts 

and sustained commitment are essential to ensure the long-term sustainability of the city's water resources.  

Discussion 

The findings from implementing the comprehensive methodology to address Bangalore's water crisis reveal 

significant progress and provide a roadmap for sustainable water management. The successful integration of 

rainwater harvesting, wastewater recycling, and lake rejuvenation projects has increased water availability 

and improved groundwater levels, demonstrating the effectiveness of these measures in augmenting the 

city's water supply. 

However, challenges remain. Despite the advancements in technology and infrastructure, the city's rapid 

population growth and urbanization continue to strain water resources. Continuous efforts to upgrade and 

maintain infrastructure are essential to prevent water loss and ensure efficient distribution.  

Community engagement has proven crucial in fostering a culture of water conservation and responsible 

usage. Public awareness campaigns and the formation of local water management committees have 

empowered residents to take active roles in managing their water resources. This community-driven 
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approach has not only improved water quality but also enhanced the sustainability of water management  

practices. 

Policy reforms and the development of an integrated water management policy have been instrumental in 

improving coordination among various stakeholders. Stricter regulations on groundwater extraction and 

pollution control measures have helped stabilize groundwater levels and improve water quality. Incentives 

for conservation have encouraged the adoption of water-saving technologies, further contributing to 

sustainable water usage. 

Climate change remains a significant challenge, impacting rainfall patterns and water availability. The 

implementation of drought management plans and water conservation techniques has improved the city's 

resilience to water scarcity. However, ongoing efforts to adapt to changing climate conditions are necessary 

to ensure long-term water security. 

In conclusion, while substantial progress has been made, continued commitment and a multifaceted 

approach are essential to address Bangalore's water crisis comprehensively. The collaboration between 

government, private sector, and community is key to achieving a sustainable and resilient water future for 

the city. 

Conclusion 

Addressing Bangalore's water crisis requires a holistic and sustained effort encompassing technological, 

policy, and community-driven solutions. The successful implementation of rainwater harvesting, wastewater 

recycling, and lake rejuvenation projects has significantly enhanced water availability and groundwater 

recharge, demonstrating the potential for these initiatives to alleviate the city's water scarcity. 

Community engagement and public awareness have played a crucial role in fostering responsible water usage 

and conservation habits, while policy reforms and regulatory measures have improved coordination and 

management of water resources. Despite these advancements, the city's rapid urbanization and population 

growth continue to pose significant challenges, necessitating ongoing infrastructure upgrades and 

maintenance. 

Climate change remains a persistent threat, impacting rainfall patterns and exacerbating water scarcity. 

Adapting to these changes through drought management plans and water conservation techniques is 

essential for ensuring long-term water security. 
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In conclusion, the multifaceted approach combining technological innovation, policy reform, and active 

community participation offers a viable path toward sustainable water management in Bangalore. Continued 

commitment from all stakeholders is vital to building a resilient water future, ensuring that the city can meet 

the needs of its residents while preserving its environmental resources. 
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